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The shires which we the heart of England well may call. 
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My native country thou, which so brave spirits hast bred, 

If there be virtues yet remaining in the earth, 

Or any good of thine thou bred'st into my birth, 

Accept it as thine own, whilst now I sing of thee, 

Of all thy later brood the un worthiest though I be." 

— Drayton : Polyolhion. 
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Fn^-Aisi>iTHiE:TY' years ago the glory liad not yet 
•departed from . tlm old coaoii-roads : tke gre^t roadside 
inm tv^re still .biidiant witli well-pdislied tankards, 
tile t smiling glg^ces -of* pretty bat'maids/ e^d- the 
repartees of jocose cutlers 5 the mail ^ill announced 
itself by ^the mieiry notes of the hom'j the :iiefi^e- 
oTiiafcer ithd ' nick - that cher^ might still ^know 'the 
ekaet honruby th^ ^mnfailing ’ yet otherwise meteoric 
apparition r of Ae- pe^agreen’^ally-ho^or the' yfello'it 
In&p^ddemt pand'eldWy gentlemendn!|)o4y-^aises, 
qnaartadng ■ nserrvmisly to make 'Way for the rolling 
swinging swiUnes^ had not '» deased to remark that 
times were finely changed ' Sthce they nsed to see 
the pack-ihorses' and hear the tinkling of their bells 
on* this wdry hi^way. > : * 

'• In those "days there were pocket borOughs, a 
Birmingham nhrepresented' in BsCrliament and com* 
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pelled to make strong representations out of it, un- 
repealed corn-laws, tliree- and -sixpenny letters, a 
brawny and many -breeding pauperism, and other 
departed evils ; but there were some pleasant things 
too, which have also departed. Non omnia grandwr 
(Etas quce fugiamus Mhet^ says the wise goddess : you 
have hoi the best of it in all things, 0 youngsters ! 
the elderly man has his enviable memories, and not 
the least of them is the memory - of 'a long journey 
in mid-spring or autumn on the outside of a stage- 
coach. Posterity may be shot, like a bullet through 
a tube, by atmospheric pressure from Winchester to 
Newcastle : that is a fine result to have among our 
hopes; but the M^'Vf.old-ftishioned way of getting 
from one end of our country to the other is the 
better irblhng to have in the memory; -The tube- 
jouridjey can never tend* rauch to picture and narra- * 
five flit is Jas, barren? as an exclamatory 0 1 Whereas 
the happy b-#side passenger seated on the box from 


of jEnglish life, enough of 'English labours in town 
md country, enough aspeotsdof earth and sky, to 
i^ake episodes for a modern Odyssey! Suppose only 
that his jCunmey took him through that henstml; plain, 
at. one exta*emrity;l^ the-^^von; at the* othel* 
(the I3%tentk> ! A.S' > the ; morning ; silvere d the m©a- 
their long- lines . of, bushy marking 

the or‘ btirn^ed;Ae^^^^ oorn-rioks 

rtuatered fne^r of midlandr Imme* 

stead, he saw the full-uddered Qows driven , from i. their 

milking... iPerhaps it^^as tlie 

ti.Df;tbe.farm, ..d^of^otheiin; 
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his sheep-dog following with a heedless unofficial 
air as of a beadle in undress. The shepherd with 
a slow and slouching walk, timed by the walk of 
grazing beasts, moved aside, as if unwillingly, .throw- 
ing out a monosyllabic hint todiis cattle ; his glance^' 
accustomed to rest on things very near the earth, 
seemed to lift itself with difficulty to the ’ebaohmaru 
Mail or stage coach for him belonged to* that mys- 
terious distant system of things called “ Gover’menh’! 
which, whatever it might be, was no business of hisj 
any more than the riaost out -lying nebula ' 
coal - sacks of ihe ‘ southern hemisphere : * ; hiM^ solaif 
system was the parish ; the ina^ter^ and' thb 

casualties bf‘ lamMUg-tirhe' were his region of storms. 
He out his bread and bacon with his pocket-knife, 
and felt no bitterness except in the matter of pauper 
labourers aUd the bad -luck ’ that sent contrarious 


seasons and the sheep-rot. He and his cows were 
soon left behind, • and ‘the homestead too, with its 
pond overhung by elder-trees, its untidy kitchem 
garden and bone-shaped yew-tree arbouri But every- 
where the ' bushy hedgerows wasted the ^ land j with 


their straggling beauty, fehrouded the grassy borders 
of the pastures with’ catkiiied haiiels, and tossed 


their ’loiig’ blackberry branches on '^■thb»‘tefBd4eldsl 
Perhabs" Ihey Werb white with May, 'or starred with 


pale pink dogroSes ; pefkaps the urchins were already 


nutting amongst them, or gathering the plenteous 
crabs. It was #ofth the journey only to see' those 
hedgefows, the liberal homes of nnmarketahle beauty 
^of the pUrple-blossomed ruby-berried* hightshadO, 
of the wild convolvulus climbing and • Sp^readihg in 
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teiMfeillad ^mgth till: it nsade a great curtain of 

trumpets) of the imuy- 

tubdd iioiieysucHei frfiich, m its most delicate liii- 
grance, hid. a charm more subtle and penetrating 
thaa- jbeaMij. -E’i'an if iti We winter the hedge- 
rows- shotted their coral) the- scarlet liaws^ the deep- 
(Wims® : hipS) with lingering brown leawes to make 
ftr resting-place- for tlie-Jewels of thedioar-frwt. huch 
iisdg^bws -Were often, as- tah as the laboumis oot- 
-tj^b^' : dotted:! dong-: the, laueS) or olusteiecl mto a 
■mi>H.n ,bflffhiefe),cth6ic little, dingy ; windows .teUing, like 
thibk-fflmed ,e}res,|Of nothing: but the dmdoiaw within. 
Sbeip^senger .® the ooachrbox, bowled , aJpog, above 
'THohra laamJ4^#awiichi6%-tb?:i'<*<^ of its probtbij 
-^“-----‘^■litgibaoklOn tlicroad),(ani(i.86bwed to lie away 
-"-arythiug butiits own patch of 6aift.h and sky, 
the : parish : church : by long fields and 
)( away, from all ■ interpuree Moegt that 
feoe,,conld b® seen, it was most 

^ «■ M • . A ^ ^ 

i§nu 


fe^^ttij54 ,tbpt ..the, 4irt.W#Sf i§hd 

ae.-higj-'bold, gin-hreething,-tminps. were :Prot6staat 
fts(tBi<:,«iTkerej was : ¥> am, »o 


■J50gt* 

T-xiasTPi* • r? ' w -s'®* * si- sj > wwy ^ 

<w5^ag0 iia4iQ®ft^ a misguided 
; prpbajlply 

;wer0 pf th© pwpu 

jlfpt tkpy 'warp saved from tli^ 

to 

mmk ^ minp .fo 

have 

ijn tj^§,Ren«P.hy'iia'-hif 









’ Btt ! there were trim cheerful Ytllag^ too, with a 
neat or handsome parsonage and gi%y church set 
in the midst; there was the plea^sint tinkle of the 
Maoksmith’s anvil^ the pdtlent cart-heorSes ’Waiting 
at his door; the basket-maker peeling his willow 
Wands in the sunshine ; the wheelwright putting thb 
Iasi touch to a blue cart With red wheels ; hete and 
there* n cottage- with height ‘ transparent windoWn 
i^ho wing pots full of Mooining balsams or geranium's, 
and little gardens in front all double daisies or dark 
walMowers ; at the well, clean and comely wbmeti 
carrying yoked Mckets^ and towards the kee fchool 
small ' Britons dfeiwdling^ bn; and ’ handlihg their niar- 
bles 'hl^ the^ pookas of unpatched corduroys adorned 
with brass buttons. The land around was rich and 


marl}^, great com- stacks stood in the rick-yardS— -for 
the ricfc-bumers had not found theh waj^ hither ; the 


hoihesteads were thOse of rich farmers who paid ho 
tent,’ or had the rare advantage of a lease, and conld 
afford* to keep their com till prices had risen. The 
coach would be sure to overtake’ some of them bn 


their way to their outlying tields or to the inarkefc- 
town, sitting heavily^ on their well-groomed hordes, 
or weighing down dhe Side of *£^ blive-green gig. 
They’ pintoMy thought- of the coach Mth soine coh- 


temptj' aS ah actOinniodatiOn for people who had not 
their own gigs, or who, wanting to travel to Londoh 
and sitch distant places, belonged to the trading and 
less solid part of the nation. The passenger on the 
box cOuld see that this was the district of protuberant 
bptimists, Shre that old England was the best of all 
fitoSSibie Oohnttiesy and^ that if thbre were any facts 
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wkloili )bia4 ’^fallen Ander tiieir own observation, 
jtjbaj. facts not worth observing : the district of 
clean little market- towns withqnt, ; manufactures, of 
fat livings^ an aristocratic clergy, and low poor- 
rates,, Bnt as the day wore on the • scene would 
change : the land would begin to be blackened; with 
coal-pits, the rattle of handlooms to-be ^beard in 


hamiets and vitlages, i Here were , powerful men 
walking.queerlyjwith knees bent outward from squat- 
ting in the mine, going; home to tjarow themselves 
,dQwn/, in ; their blackened flannel and .sleep through 
|the daylighh then rise and spend much of their .high 
^6 ale-house with their fellows' of the 
Club phere the pale eager faces of handloom- 
wca^ers, men and. women, haggard from up 

laie at night to finish tiie week^s work, hardly, begun 
thprWednesday. . Everywhere the cottages aiid 
.theT small children were dirty, for the languid mothers 
gaye thrii strength tq the ,loonp5i p.io.us.% Dissenting 
w^em perhaps, who took, life patiently, thought 
^tl^t ^Ivation depended ., chiefly on predestination, 
at all on cleanliposss.. The gables of Dis- 


|^ptmg=9hapets now. marje a visible sign,. of -religion, 
pf a meeting-place to counterbalaia^O,the ale- 

.hamlets but if a couple of old 
WpT.e .seen tearing!, each other’s .caps, it 
ppu<^^:io th^typf bbfy.hadjinbt^foeei 

. were ; free jfrona the 

®ie;.breatfrof,dh^>,r^m 
. dr&sed{)itselfl,i^or 



THK RADICAL. 


T 


all the surrounding country, hlliiig the air with eager 
unrest. Here was- a population not convinced that 
old England was as good as possiblei; here were 
multitudinous paen and worn eh aware :that their; 
ligion was not exactly the religion of. their rulers, 
who might therefore be better than they werej and 
who, if better, might alter many things; which now- 
made the world ;perhaps more painful than it need 
be, and certainly more sinful. Yet there were the 
grey steeples too,; and the churchy aids, : with their 
grassy mouuds and venerable headstones,, jsloeping 
in the sunlight ^ , there were broad and ihome^ 
steads, and fine pld, woode: covering a ^ rising ground, 
or stretching far . by the roadside, ,allowing only peeps 
at the park and mansion which they shnt in from 
the working-day world. In these midland districts 
the traveller passed, rapidly from One pliase of Eng- 
lish life tp .another : , after looking down on a village 
dingy with coal-dust, noisy with the shaking of 
looms, he might skirt a parish all of fields, high 
hedges^ and deep-rutted lanes ; after ‘ the Goach-had 
rattled over the j^avement of a manufacturing town^ 
Hie scene, of riots and irH-deSrunion meetings, it would 
take him in another ten minutes unto ^4 iwal region, 
where the ineighhourhood of the* town ’ was only felt 
in the advantages of a near market for corn, cheese, 
and hay, and where men with' a considerable banking 
account were accustomed to say that they never 
meddled with politics themselves.” The busy scenes 
of the shuttle and the wheel, of the roaringrfenace, 
of ithe shaft and the pnlley, seemed to make ^but 
crowded nests in the midst of . the large - spaced, 





Ilir-away cottdg^s 

lifl park&i ‘ Booking at th4' dwo^ili'ngs 

SOatterod kmongst the woody flats and Iho^ploiigfiLOd 
nq&lattig, "tiMet ‘ the low grey' sky ' whMi' - ovei%hng 
*twi& nnofeaa^^tig > ^tSluess as if 'Hate ' ■itsei^ 
wore pansing,' ik^w^is'ie^y^ the^tratolior to oon.- 
oei'^6 that;- tows' aiid .Goiiiitry had no pulse in commdn^ 
feresipi whfe*e tliO' >’ tiandlooms made' ' a - ^r-teaohing 
^^^aggifeg ^ felilgO?* about ■ the great centres* of manii- 
fkoiurdj thaf’ljili the agitation' about the: Gatholics 
■rnrahtSh^Msrimen-^^ kk*cwn’ mDre of 

Gathblffes thad of the fossil tdaStmals that their 
n^l^ion-of iSiefe Wa^ a confesed comhiha-tiM of rick- 

hfteer^/t^adefe^tiiiiensj N^ottingtiain 'riots, aiid- in gen- 
emSw4ate-^er "ret|nired''the''^lMMgie^ df 'thedyeo- 
iaahty.o dt’^as''stiH'easiel: to' i'ee'''thUt, for the'moSt 
-^y'-rdsi^ed tile 'rotation of'crc^S and -stood' by 
:’and the co^ohtnan-\roik!d' = perha.ps tell 
paHsh aLri'' inhovatihg *farilier, who talked 
'iffn?£nphry DaVy,:^^^ }Mm Mrly driven out 
dislikepaS ' if "hb %dd‘ been* a confounded 
ttlM' ho'W; 'fhe' parson bating- One Smidhy 

xip yonr'Mlow- 

g!?e^d/f'tl40 people -thought he -hid made' the tdxt 

heady never 'hav^e 
inafter' of business -: but when 

.-to W' ' -v-, . .1^ ' A.'-'Sfc-*' ''Sje_j * .j to .. . ^ 


f ?tire- Bihle ‘^t«^h<Miey'^ ^iUe 

-the 




-■ ■ 


f. , ■ 
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febe nes^t. mdrfiing the hiifija, .strike eh ^>(>r 

plexj, which, as coiucident with a dispute about 
fallows, so set the parish against the ii^pvating 
fai?meir.ai]Ld the rotation of crops, that ; he ;0cnld stand 
Ids ground no longer, and transferred has lease* 

. 'f he coachman was an excellent travelling Quap- 
panion and conimentator on the laiidsQ$»pe he/<KPtl4 
tell the riahies of sites and per*sons, and- explain tbe 
meaning of groups, as well as tlie shade of Virgil in 
a more memorable |ourney ; he had'ae many. iStoiies 
about parishes, and the men and woMenin^heitoj’ias 
tlie Wanderer in. thed JBxdurMoiVhimly^M^ 
different ; . ;Hi$ -.view- sof ;4if^ ^ ba4ir)#i^iaJly . beef 
geirial^li-andoeiich as became aMuan^who was - well 
’warmed within and wdthout, and held a .positicf of 
easjy mdisputed authority ; but tlie reaenlinitis^ion 
of BaSways had^-emltittered him.ir'he nowj/i^ri^ 
Ja^ peipetuah vision, ,sawi the, sruined* country strewf 
with I shattered and regarded Mr -Huskissca/s 

d^ath'as a proof of God’s anger againet Stephensca^ 
^.fWhj, every inn on the rdad would bhei shut IV 
and lat vihat: word the coaclirndn looked: hefcre^iii^ 
with the - blahhigaze^^f one who had .driven hjk .ooa^ 
to » the outermost ledgei iof>ithe ' 4rrive^e^.ihnd to?* 4|is 
leaders plunging into the ,. ,abyssi Hf^t#hlte .weu^ 
feotfcT]^l3f>sei&©int th^ prophetic ’akrain to; the 
familiar one of imiTatiVei - jiie'^knnw who^ the l»d 
was wherever he diwa *, what noMeikeir had hail- 
ruined Mthemselves by gambling : ■ who timd©’ h^d- 
some returns of rent.; and who was at da^gers-A^wn 
witdi, his eldest sdii. ^ He peihapst kememl^red -the 
fatiiers of ‘ antualharonets, > and . knew ^toites.!. of dieir 
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extravagant or stingy housekeeJ)ing ; whom they had 
married, whom they had horsewhipped, whether they 
were particular abont preserving their game, and 
whether they had had much to do- with canal oom^ 
panics. About any actual landed proprietor he could 
also tell whether he was a Eeformer or an Anti- 
Eeformer. That was a distinction which had turned 


up'’ in latter times, and along with it the paradox, 
very puzzling to the coachman’s mind, that' there 
were men of old family and large estate who voted 
for the Bill He did not grapple with the paradox ; 
he let .it pass, with all - the discreetness of an ex- 


perienced theologian or learned scholiast, preferring 
point his whip tat - -some object which coulA raise 
fe) <^uestic|ns^ v. pi**? .n'iiuhiv/ i 

Ho such paradox 'troubled bur coaohrfilan ^ when) 
leaving the town of Treby Magna behind him, lie 
drove between the hedges for a mile or so, crossed 
the queer ’long bridge over the river Lapp, and then 
put horses, to ;a swift gallop up the hilb by the 
Ibwmestled village of Little Treby, till they were 
the hire level road,: skirted on one side by grhnd 
ferches^d oaks, f akd wych-elms, which sometimes 
epened so » to : let the traveller see that there 

vbs a paik bbhinithem. . i 

' How... many timds^an the. year, as the coach rolled 
the negiecteddookiiig lodges which dnterrtiiDted 
ecrocn ofc’trOes, and' showed' the river winding 
finely-timberbds ' pai^ had the coaiDhitnan 
mme questions, on told: ith© same 
tfein^'withoojTsb being questioned. 1 That p^oh .1 

‘ f ; m ..... 3 




Transonie Court, A .place there' 
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sight of lawsuits about. Generations back, the heir 
of the Transom e name had somehow bargained a Way 
the estate, and it fell to the DurfeySy' vety distant 
connections, who only called themselv'es Transom-es 
because they had got the estate. But the Durfeys’ 
claim had been disputed over and over again ; and 
the coachman, if he had been asked, would have 
said, though, he might have to' fall down dead the 
next minute, that property didn’t always get into 
the right hands.- However, the lawyers had fopnd! 
their -luck in it-; and people who inherited ©stateh 
thfit were lawed about often lived in them poorly 
as a mouse in a hollow dheteeiy amd, by what he 
oouldamake out, thht had been the way with these 
present Duifeys, or Transomes, as they called them- 
selves, As for Mr Transome, he was as poor, half- 
witted a fellow as you’d wish to -see ,- '.bill she Wai 
master,, had. come of a high family, and had a spirit 
— you miglit fsee it in. her eye and the way she sat 
her; horse. Forty years ago, when she 'came into 
tliik country, they , said she was a pictur’ ,* but .her 
family was poor, and so; she took up with a hatchet- 
faced fellow i like -this i Trahsonm. - And the eldest 
son Tiad been ju^ ifeuph another as his fath©rf*only 
wofr^-^a wild sort bf halfnatural,: t who gof into bad- 
company..b'PFh©y sakl hisi mother hated him -and 
wished him dead'; for she’d got another son,; quite 
of a difierent cut, who had; gone to foreign parts 
when he. was a youngster, and she wanted her 
favourite to be heir. But heir or no heir, Lawyer 
Jermym had had picking out of the estate. Mot 
ai;door in his big house but what fwas' the finest 
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|M>]isl>ef(i ofik, all ^ot off tlie Tmnsome estate. If 
a^body liked to l)elieve Im paid for it, they were 
welwBie. However, Lawyer Jermyn had sat on 
that l.»oX"Seat many and many a time. He had 
made the wills of most people thereabout. Thd 
com^hnian would liot say that Lawyer Jerm jix was 
not the man lie would choose to make his own will 


some day. It was not so well for a lawyer to be 
oyer - l*onest, else he might not be np to other- 
people’s tricks. And as for the Transome business, 
there had been ins and outs ip time^gone hjy so that 
ymi conkln't Icxik into it straight backward. * At this 
Mr Siwmpson (everybody in North Loamshire knew 



would screw his features dnto a 


^maoe expressive of, entire neutrality, autlll opftear 
to aim his whip at a particular s|k)t on the h€^se% 
feiik. If the . passenger was curious for further 





concerning the Transome affairs, Sampson 
head and say there had been fee 
his time ; but he never condescended to^ 
^tories were. -Borne attributed this^ 
to a w^e incsredulity, others ?to a want of^ 
3tl»Js . to ^mp^ ignorance. at least' 

yms right in saying that there had 

» 

meaniia^, ironically/ * stories not - 
to ' the ^rties eonoeraed.. ' ' - ’ 

stories nften come to be feo fe^a^sefee^ 


. Bor thei^ is seldom any wrong-- 
ushfe oarry akaig with it somei dwai-^ 







some ^^icfcly-saiabted desire ^that suryi:yes,i-' 
li^-.ki desMi of dfed' paralytic ivic^ -to- sec' 
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itself cursed by its woeful progeny — some tragic 
mark of Idnsliip in the one biief life to the far- 
stretching life that went before, and to the life that 
is to come after, such as has raised the pity and 
terror of men ever since they began to discern be- 
tween will and destiny. But these things are often 
unknown to the world ; for there is much pain that 


is quite noiseless ; | and vi|)]r^tiops,4hat make human 
agonies are often a mere whisper in the roar of 
hurrying existence. There are glances of hatred 
that stab and raise no cry of murder p irobbepes that 
leave man or woman fqr ever beggared,df^ and 
Joy, vet kept secret -by tib© stifS^per — s-fsc^^imaitted to 
:no sound except tliat'- of low moans in the night, 
;seen in ho writing except that made on the face by 
the slow months of suppressed anguish. j 
imoming tears. Many an inherited sorrow that has 
-liiarred a life has been breathed into no‘iuw^.n! e^« 
^^Thetipoets >havej?ticl^d us of a; dolorous ^pcJiai^^d 
foi^est in >the uhider world. The 
^d ‘thesHhi^-feaiked' sterns, 


ru -the pd^mnless-^sbemii^ braiaches^,' ^d the red 

bldod is da^lyTe^ihig;=lib# 





>iuem!ory that P 

, are parafck^ 


'ft .ti/ 
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He left me when tlic down upon his lip 

Lay like the shadow of a hovering kiss. • • , 

‘‘Beautiful mother, do not grieve,” he said ; 

“ I will he great, and huild oui’ fortunes high, 

‘ ' lud you shall wear the longest train at court, , , 

, ; And look so ciueenly, all the lords shall say, 

‘ She is a royal changeling : there's some crown - . • ' 

i »' ) Lack^ right headt,;sih,ce hers wears npidght bujj .braid^.’ 

0, he is coming now— but I am grey ; ’ ‘ 

'And he^-^ — ' ' ' - i ^ 

. ' . , r . . , 

• • i 

On the' of September, in the memorable yeair 
some * 'One was expected at Transom e Court. , . As 
early as two o’clock in the afternoon , the aged lodges 
keeper had opened' the heavy gate, green as .the 
tree tranks were green' with nature’s powdery paint’ 
deposited year after yeai’. ; Already in the village 
of Little Treby, which lay on the side: oft; a ,ateef> 
hill not far off the lodge • gates', the elderi matrons 
sat in their best' gowns at the . few cottage doors 
bordering the road, that they might be ready tci 
get up and make their curtsy when a travelling 
carriage should come iu sight ; and beyond the 
village several small boys were stationed on the 
look-out, intending to run a race to the bam^Kke 
old church, where the sexton waited in the belfry 
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ready to set the one bell in joyful agitation just 
at the right moment. < 

The old lodge-keeper had opened the gate and left 
it in the charge, of his lame wife, because he was 
wanted at the Court to sweep away the leaves, and 
perhaps to help in the stables. For though Tran- 
some Court was. a large mansion, built in the fashion 
of Queen Anne’s time, with a park emd grounds as 
fine as any to be seen in Loamshhe, there were very 
few servants about it. Especially, it seemed^; thorp 
must be a lack of gardeners j for, exceptji^on^The 


terrace surrounded with, a, stone parapet:, an, #aht.Qf 
the house,, where tlmra was ailpaiterre^.kept with 
some, /toatness,^ grass had spread itself over the 
gravel Walks, and over all the low mounds ,onpe 
.carefully out as black beds for the slirub^iand larger 
plants: Many of the windows! had> Ihe* j shutters 


closed, and under the grahd Scotch fit, that .istopped 
towards' ? one corner, ‘the brown fir-needle$ of mafiy 
years lay in a small stone balcony in, front- pf., two 
such darkened- windows. All round,^. both;, near 
and farj. there were grand trees, mo tionJe^ fn ithe 
6till<sungh|ine',iand,i like all large; motionless things, 
seenfing to iadd to. the /stilhiess..A:;,6e]rp 



petals fell m a 

by, i .and, when , it settled, 
seemed to fall wearily; thp. .tiny. birds, alight 
the walksj and hopped about in perfect tranquillity ; 


even a stray rabbit sat nibbling a leaf that iwas..tp 
fits liking^ in the middle of a grassy, ; spajO% . with 
laiuair that -seemed : quite impudent, in 4b ^jtpuid. a 
lerpaturh.: bai^eardide^der :than,,a 
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•le 


^PV hoi, -and the soft tooiiotoy of rimiikig water 
on to the river that divided the park. 
Standing on the sonth or east side of the liooso, 
yon would never have guessed that an ariival was 

Biit on west side, where- the carriage entrance 
was, the gates under the stone archway weie thiown 
open 5 and so was the double door of the entrance- 
hall, Mtingnin the warm light on the scagliola 
pillar^ the ' marble statues, and the broad stone 
stain^ase, with its matting worn into large holes. 
And, stronger* sign of expectation than all, fiom one 
# th^: doors which surrounded tlie entiBnce-liall, 
tfere-'* oami' Syrth^frqm time to time a lady, who 
walked*?i%htl 3 ^ '’over" 'the • pdishedi letonie^: fiodrf ^and 
stg'oi fan^ the door-steps' and twatoHed ted -listened. 
#he' -walked lightly, for her figure was slim and 

though she was between' fifty and 
'■ 'Shd'Was-a- tali, proud-looking woman, with 
ah4At.nt '’^rey hair, dark eyes and eyebrows, and 
J^me^wiat- eagle ^Mke yet -not ' unfemifiine face. 

' fi^^ittihg • hte^ ' c&ess was mudi worn ; * the 
& 0 ^'Mce ’c^'her 'Ouffs' and collar, and of the sriaaH 
wdl WMfe^^l’ &ckwaid^ her high (^omb, was 
ended^ ^4tli^'kate^ jewels ' fiafahed on her 
which' lay oi her folded -blaok-^lad ayms like 
‘On:y:^“'‘'6ati!^ehsv'>‘ ‘ wv i?t -h-),;.' . 

» ' Many timefe' Sf rs ■ Iwgpit’ 4o i tke doBr-stef^, 

' ttatehiiig arid ’ iisteiairig^ dn ' vtel. ^ * - 
drirried to rihe same robm : ^ St ^ was - 
^dtrifi!)itable rootd, With- low 
It,' 4t formed ah anteroom to ’ a large libasary,* of 


/ i • 
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which. > a ' glimpse cohld be ' see^ i -through an bpeh 
ii 0 C):fway, partly obstrnoted.' : by a hear^j^y * tapestry 
curtain drawn oh one sidb« There! was a great deal 
!©f! tarnished gilding and’ dinginess on th©^walk?ar^ 
furniture of this ’ smaller room,, but i the pictures 
aboTe 'the bookcases were all: of a cheerfiil kind : 



^portraits in pastel of peairiy-skinned ’ ladies 
powder, blue ribbons, and low boddioes 9 *’a^eplenfdid 
portrait: in oilsiof ‘a Transomd ih' the gorgeous ‘(feess 
of the BeStoratioa jii another i of ‘a TranM)niee. imiiiie 
boy hbod^ i with , his hand bn the neck of i£l*^ia 
and attege ^ Flemish battleripie.^, ^ 

p^j«#^que^ blue-andded) g^o^&ient in :a’'’vast 
“Suhny 'expanse M®f - plain' and slty; i ^ Fi^ably ’Sjneh 
cheerful pictures had been chosen because this « was 
Mrs Transome’s usual sitting-room s 'it^wak dertainly 
for this reason thah near' the*' chair' im which* she 
seated herself . each time sh4 re-entered, there hung 
a jpi^ture of a ybhthfui face which bore' a strong 
resemblance to her own : a beardless but' masculinb 
fade, with rich brown hair hanging- lo-v^'dn thwls^^ 
head, and undulating beside each Chd4k dnwri*t0'^th4 
loose white cravat, i Near this * Same chair werb * h^ 
writing-table, with velhim-coyered 
it, the: cabinet in which she kept her nbatlybarranged 
drugs,: hbr ba^k^t ' for her embroidery,' a folio volume 
of architectural engravings from which she took hfer 
embroidery patterns, a number of the ’ ^ NorthTiOaifi 
shire Herald,’ and the cushion for her ' fat Blehhiimf, 
iWhich was too old and' sleepy ' to notcce its mie 
restlessness; ■ For, * just now, 'Mife 
not i (abridge Ae’ • sunny t tedttnn dfi thb 
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feeble interest of her usual indoor occupations. ^ Her 
consciousness , was absorbed by memories and pros- 
pects, and except when she walked to the entrance- 
door to look out, she sat motionless witli^ folded 
arms, involuntarily from time to time turning to- 
wards the, portrait close by her, and as often, when 
its young brown eyes met hers, turning away again 
wiith self-cheeking resolution. 

At last, prompted by some sudden thought or by 
some soun4' she rose and went hastily beyond the 
tapestry curtain into the libi'ary.. She paused near 
the door without speaking : apparently she only 
wished to see: that no barm was being done.* A nhan 
nearer tha^>si&ty was- in the act of ranging 

on alatCgo library-tgdjle • a senes -of shallow drawers-, 
of them containing > (feied : Insects,' others mirl- 
eralogioal specimens. ^ ’His pale mild eyes, receding 
lowdr ^nd slight frame, could never haVe ex*- 
pressed much vigour, either bodily or mental 5 but 
he bad- now the niievenness of gait and feebleheas of 
gesture which tell, of ^ 'past : paralytic; seizures , 
thre^bare; clothes were thoroughly brushed 91 hii soft 
-WhitsJhairswas carefully parted and arranged- : -he was 
^ot.,a nogl^ed-looking old man ; and at his- side u 


l6n%ibl^ok rebiiever^i ateo^ bid,- sat on its haunches, 
and watched him as he went to and fro. But when 
IJfs d^ransOme appeared withim; the ’doorway, her' bus^ 
in his work^aud shrante like a tim id aniiual 
:fd At iAta-c^O tight ds dmpbssibM. - 



ils^ ioonsoiods-obs ai trouble^nle* dntentk-m^ for 
been . -rebuked beferee^that 1 
^^^ejmens with a vriAW to a cuew: arrw| 
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After an interval, in which his wife stood per- 
fectly still, observing him, he began to put hack 
the drawers in their places in the row of cabinets 
which extended under the bookshelves at one end 
of the library. When they were all put back and 
closed, Mrs Transome turned away, and the fright- 
ened old man seated himself with -NimrOd the 
retriever on an ottoman. Peeping at him again, 
a few minutes after, she saw that he had his arm 
round Nimnni’s nook, and was uttering his. though'ts 
to the dog in a loud whisper,, as little children dO;tb 
any object near them when tliey believe- tb^selvfes 

unwatohed. ;■ ■ • ' ; - - 

At last ’the sound of the church-bell reached Mrs 
Transome’s ear, luid she know that before long tbe 
sound of wbeels must be witliin , healing p:bu.t:Bhe 
did not at once start np and;Walk to the' oUtranoe- 
door. She ;sat still, quivering and listening ,5; her 
lips became pSjle, her hands were cold dnd trem- 
bling. Was her son really coming? She wasi.far 
beyond fifty 5 and since her early gladfiess iin this 
best- loved boy, the barveats of her life, had been 
scanty. , Gould -it be that now-r-whon her hair waS 
.grey,- when sight- had ibecomie ofdthe .idayl’s 
when, her young .accompliSfii'toetets- seemed 
aTmoftt ludio^us, -like the t tone of ter first harpsi- 
, chord and the words of the songs, long browned with 
J4g0_i-she was going to reap an assured joy?— rtb 
fe^.,that the doubtful deeds of her life were-Jnstififed 
•by;,. the .result, since a kind Providence! ,iha|..i«a^ 
Tfeionid them? — to be -no longer -tachfifiipjtiftdaly 
teb neighbours for 1 her lack of .meney#fh(a5 jmb«^ 



m 


. ' HOOT,! 



lief’ graceless 'tildessi-bbra^- ‘tod tlie^ Ibiieli- 
of hef life ; but ■ ta bar© at ^ beV side a riefe,, 
el©7rei‘, possibly a tbnder, son? Yes; but there were 
the dfteen years of separationy and all that had. 
h^peued in that long time to ihrow her into the 
Moifeground in her sohs memory and affeetidm Arid. 
yQ={^ — -did rrtSt men sometimes’ become more* filial iri 
thto’ feeling when experience had mellowed them-, 
and theyi had themselTeS' bebome* fathers ' Still, iY 
Mrs Transome had expected' only her son, she wcmld 
have trembled fess^ ; she expected* a little grandson 
also: and there were reasons why she had not be@rL 
enraptured when her son had written to Her* ondy 

of rettirnii% that ’ 





more 


r t I ’ • 

ha^ to' teh Iknh ’tO-'hmi^^ ■ rv'? .> ' t 

' rf Btl the fsiots' musb fcliey^i>od,> ■ and, 

rftser’ 41 ly the^ chief thing to have -her sots bfcifc 

snchi'affectiohjsiich'hopes as shfe 
efeftished’ in? this^'hfty-y^ year df her Mfey 
find their gratification in hini'^Or’^irdwii^e. . Otib© 

at the’ portrait' JThe ' ymtog bro't*^ 
d to dwell dn her plehsantijr ;>'b^ 

«f «aii witt"a sort of impk^&imr ihd 4 

- Of course he will ’ bd altered 

lityy ’tod walhed more slowly tha.d 
liali to the entrance-door. - ■ • ‘ 

sound ' of wheels-' was^' loud ^ ripoh^ tlii© 

^thbdt^ 'a 'Servant hrltobdli 
Ig^agey-th^ Under the*' stomp'd 




against 
tdefgdd* in todb 



TH^; EADjeAI.. 


there wae ^a dark face reader a red tra^ellmg-ijap 
lookiag at her from the window. ’Slie,.saw.iM>thmg 
else ; she was not even oonsbions . that ^ the.! small 
group of her own, servants had nmstj^edy'ior that .old 
Hickes the bntler had come forward to; op»: the 
chaise- door. She hoard hetsdlf called ^Siotheri’! 
and, felt a light kiss on each cheelk ; hnt 
than, alt that ♦sOO-sation was thfe.cohsoior^OLOSS m 
no previons thought; could: prepare Jj^er fonV that 
son who had come back to her Was ^a 
Xhrpe AniTOtos- hofore, shOihad |smpiedfdhiit/|Oi*' #ite 
of ^11 changes wrought by:;fi&oeni^rea^^ (:||i^pa.iDar 
tipAj shf shonld cjasp her; son s^akifas; Ae had? -.done 

in the moment whenithwjej^ 
ipot, the sense of stongeness .e^me. .upon her hbe.ja 
terror* - It; was not hard . to jundeirstanii; A# y 




agitated, ; apd the son lod i her ^o# 
stttIngTr(;^ip, , plosing tho doo^ behimi them*.- :!Th#i 
hO;, tuit^od jtow^dss hep? And said, smiling-r^ - i 1 ■ ; ' * i : i 
, ; Yofii would not have known m% Oh, 

. ; . It ;W%S/ {perhaps . the truths It she^i 


^ hawei t losokoi ; 


If 

: Ilf* 




th#^ had. ‘OWl^d Jt/nW 

lihh^e^^;Wh|el%ii^uld have ai^estlod her*, ; ' Before shf 
answered hhu? his i e|?e%» - wift /a il 
as> possible to thejS 

over 

log oph'^. as. shefjSaidt7—f.r\K'ii Ifi-ui -.-hi ni 

sii ff jBj^-eirjrthiug; is changed, ;:BbrQl4{.p;Itiam 5«^ :<dd 
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’straighter and more ttpright than some of 
tlie.youug ones!” said Harold; inwardly, however, 
feeling that age had made his mother’s face very 
anxions and eager. “The old Women at Smyrna 
are like sac-bs; ■ You’ve not got clumsy and shape- 
less.- How is it I have the trick of getting 
fat?” (Here Harold lifted his arm and spread 
out - his plump hand.) -“ I- remember my father 
was as ’thin as a- -herring.- - How is my father? 
Where is he ?”'" ’ ' 

M Tran^ome jnri pointed to the curtained door- 
way, and let her son ^p^ss through itc alone. She 
was' nlc^ givon to tears j hut now, under 'tho pressure 
of pmotibh * that Otold ^find no other vent, they bin st 
fortil She took 4are ' tbat:u^^ 
toatsj ^and before- Sarcdd cam© dnt of the library 
again they were dried. Mrs Transome had not tlie 
fenhhine? tendency to seek influence through pathos , 
she had been Used to rule in virtue of acknowledged 
supSiority;' - ®h© ' consciousness ^ that’ * she had to 
make her son’s ac<^uain:ianoe, and that ier 'know- 
ledge' of the youth of nineteen might help her little 
in‘ feterpreting the man of thirty-four, had fallen like 
leadidn 'her soul ; but in this new acquaintance of 
■&iirsi^sh© cared ©specially that her son, who had 
i^^m^a'iklajange.’ world, • should feel that he was come 

who was to be con!snlted”on all 
'^feeo'tid'wpply 'MS' lack of the local 

in life had been-that of the clever sinner/ and 
.:Sfe,^?was-'^eqmpped-'.*wit^^ the reason#, and 

' wMoh belonged to that' character 5 life 



THE RADICAL. 


23 


would have little meaning for her if she were to he 
gently thrust aside as a harmless elderly woman. 
And besides, there were secrets which her son must 
never know*^ So, by the time Harold cam© froin the 
library again, the traces of tears were not discern- 
ible, except to a very careful observer. And' -he did 
not observe his mother carefully 5 his eyes Obly 


glanced at her on their way to the North Lbam- 
shire Herald,’ lying on the table near her, which 'he 
took up with his left hand, as he said — ‘ 

Sad i what a ivreck poor father is L ' 
eh ? ' Terribly ^shrunk and ' shaken'^ 


among * 1 - his i books ^andi; 



;; - thoughi 


' 'dww ^ and ' easy death. But ha’s hot 


much over sixty-five, is he?’^ - ' ; * - 

1 JS Sixty-isOven, counting by birthdays ' but your 
fetherv'sWasi born old, I thmk^'’i 'said Mrs Tkansome, 
a little fiu^hed' with the determination' not to hhow 


any unasked- witoelmg. / 5 " s r?: n > ■ ^ ^ : . , , . r, ■ ■■ r ; ; . 

Her son did hot noticeber. iAll the tinibbe I 


‘ i i I ^ j 


been speaking his eyes had been rdnnihg'dqwrf thfe 
columns of the newspaper. . , 

But your little boy, Harold— where is he? ^ How 
is it he has not oOme with yoh?” " .1:^:4.': 

. ^bOhy I loft him behind, in towh,’’-«aid^ Haroid, 
stiH looking. at tire, paper. My man Dominic will 
bring him, with the rest of the luggage. ' 'Ah, ^5 
see it is young Debarry, and not tny old friend^^ Sir 
Maximus, who is offering himself as candidate tfot 
North Loamshire.” . ^ Hhi*" 

“Yes. You did not answer me whenvT #!rbte to 


yon to London about ,, .ybur standing. uifThere is ho 





otibec TiWy candidate spoken of, and you woxild have 

aEiheDebarry interest” ' ' ; , 

„ .«‘I Mrdiy think that,” said Harold,- signiificantlj. 

! #< Why ? Jermyn isays a Tory candidate can never 

be got 'in witheut it” - ' ^ ■ ■ ■ ' ^ 

But I shaU, not be a. Tory candidate.” 

• Mrs Transohie Mt something like an electric fehock. 

, . : What then ? ’’ - she said, almost • sharply. “ You 
wiErhofcjcallyoarself'a Whig?” ; 

“ God forbid Ti .I’m ‘a EadioaL” ' 0 : , . 

- Mrs . Tranloine’s i limbs ■ Wttered - sh® i sank into a 
-'Here was a Wistinct' oonfirmaition tof the 
Vfti^eibut siteong feeling that her son was a- stranger 

almost as impossible t6'’adjust hmrilkepss 
ofa.di^fied life as.if her sonhad.said'thafhe had 
been.; converted to -Mahoioetsinism at Smyrna, and 
had 4 >fom wivesi,'. instead of one son, shortly to arrive 
nnder the care of Dominic. For the moment she 
had a aickening ' feeling, that it was‘*all of no use that 
the longsdelayed good fortune had come at last^-all 
of no use though the unloved Durfey was dead and 
and though Harold had come hopie with 
plenty of money. There' were • rich Eadicals, she 
a^;as thrajei weae! sdoh.iffetwBiand’' Dissenfters, 
MS thought of ithem as county people. 
0h:!!l5rawp‘.’#nrd6tti had' been, ‘generally! i regarded 
air, -y Ito •wab . better > to < ask ' no questions, 

sanything else thet4 





he to come. 


i ! ; ! l!’’ '• '■ y* 


Hi 






fom-^ygo 401 jjmriiiPOoasajSj iBb-rold^ aiid if 
nzTOuld life© 4b have* altered 
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fet tLS go,” said Harold, Hixowmg down tlie 
newspaper, in which he had been rapidly • reading 
almost every adyertisement whil© his mother liad 
been going through her sharp inward slan^gle, 
“ Unde Lingon is on the bench still, I see,^’ he w^t 
on, as he followed her acro^ the hdl ? he at 
home-~*wiU hb be here this evening?” : . = - ' 
“He say § yonmnst go to the Rectoy when job 
want to see . him. You must remember you have 
come back to a family who have old - fashioned 
notions. Your unde thought I ou^t to J^veiyou 
to myself in the feet hour sOr two. Bfe 
that. I had not WJ ^ ffteen ^ye^rs*” 

“Ah, by Jove! fifteen years — so it is!” imd 
Harold, taking his mother’s hand and drawing it 
under his arm ^ for he had pereeivad Aat hm i^ords 
were charged with an intention. And yon -arfeae 
straight 'as an arrow still ^ you wfll carry the shawls 
I, have brpu^t you .as weE as even” - . 

. They walked up the broad stone steps together in 
silence. Undea? Ihe shock of disoweting 
lifadicaJIsn^ iMrs: Trans<»© had no hnpufae to :i^ 
one thing' than : another ^ as in a nian wha 
had jttbt b#^^ .teaisdedf cn Ifca foreJtewl ■ dii ^ii©i#©d 
motives would be uprooted. Harold, on hia ^j^^hsei 

iS ’but' Im 


thoughts were hnp^iously detomm^' by 
which had no reference to any woman’s 
and ev€n if he could have oonceiTed whsal-^ his 
moifehier’s faejing .TOSy hia mmd^ Ihsatb 
tally arresh would 
OOprse. 
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“ I have given yon the south rooms,- Harold/^ said 
Mrs^ Transome, as they passed along a corridor lit 
from above, and lined, with old family pictures, I 
thought they would, suit you best, as they all open 
into ' each othei*, and this middle one will make a 
pleasant sitting-room for you.” 

Gad I the furniture '< is in a bad state,” said 
Harold, glancing round at the middle room which 
they had just entered; “the moths* seem to have 
got; into 'the carpets and hangings.” 

I had no choice except moths or ’tenants- who 
would pay rent,” said Mrs Transdme, “We havci 
been too poor to keep servants for uninhabited 
MomsJ” 

: ^^.What! you’ve been rather pinched, eK?.'” ' 

^‘‘You find us living as we have been living these 


twelve years.” 

‘ you've had Durfey’s -debts as well as -the 
lawrats- — confound them ! It will make a hole in 
sixty r thousand : pounds to pay off the mortgages. 
However^ he’s gone now, poor fellow; and I sup- 
j^se I shotild have^ spent more in buying an English 
time, or other. I always meant to be an 
tfihn,* -and thrash' a lord or two who thrashed 





' t . W c 


vlllf'^hhrdly^hheuglih have meant that, 

Haiold, when ! I > found you had • married a foreign 


rj 


; iyou havo had? me Wait for a (Consumptive 

la^adaisiGal^ EngMshwbman; whl^ Would ' have ^ hurrg 
ali^iter f datibns^ r-ound my ne'oM? i ^ * i' ^ hate -^E^gli^h 

- 'i'. !“» • • . . 

mvbs ; they want to give their opinion about* ev^ry- 
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tliiixg. . ,';T]aey interfere with a man’s life. I shall 
not marry again.” . .. 

Mrs Transome bit her lip, and tnmed away to 
draw np a blind. She would not reply to wmrds 
which showed how completely any conception df 
herself and her feelings was excluded from her feon’s 
inward world. ' . . ; . ■ r L 

; As . she turned round again she said, “ I suppose 
you have been used to great luxury *, these rooms 
look miserable .to you, but you can soon make ariiy 
alteration you like.” 

“ Oh, I must have a private sitiing-room^fhiiiduip 
for myself do wh-staim And’ihe restfgire bedroorns, 
I suppose^,” he went on; opening a side-door. “Afe? 
.1 can sleep here a night or two. But there’s a 
bedroom down-stairs, . with an ante-room, I remem^ 
her, that would do for my man ;iDomMio^:m4^tto 
little boy. j . I should like to have that.” 'i 

Your father has slept: there for years. He^wtOJ 
he like a distracted insect, and never know where tf 
go, if you alter the track he has to walkunlh* jc* 

' “ Yhat’s a pity. I: hate going up-stairs:’’ r n 
“ There is the steward’s room : it is not used^ >am(i 
might be turned ^ into hedroomv ‘ I can^t- rfdft 
my room, -fe I sleep np^airs.” ' 
tongue ooui4« be .h^iwhip idpoh occasion j. hut the 
had not fallen on a s ensitive spoti^^' • • • \ ^ ] 

“No; I’m determined not to ‘ ’sleep up^'^tainsi 
We’ll see about the steward’s room to-morr<i#:| and 
I Idaresay I . shall find a . . closet;: of some .foir 

:K)minic. It's’ a nuisance he had ho: stay aMhind^ 

* 

fon I ! shall have nobody fo cook for- rnei • a i Al^ ^ yi^e’'s 



28 


mMX HOLT, 


liie 'old riv^er I used to fish in. i often 
when I was at Smyrna, that I wonld btij a. ^ park 
with a river through it as much like the La^pp 
possible. G^d, what fine oaks those are opposite I 
Some of them mnst oomesdown, tliongh.” 

. IVe held every tree sacred on the demesne^ 

I told yon, Harold. I trusted to your getting* tk© 
©state some time, and releasing it; and I determined 
to’ keep it worth releasing. A park withoni; 
timber is no better than a beanty without teetji:" and 
hair.” ' - < - ' ' 


“ Bravo, mother ! ” said Harold, putting his h.a.nd 
mt her shonlder. ^^ Ah, youVe had to 
self about ithingsi ; tjiat don’t properly belongs -to a 
womaasi ^ iny fatherr being ? ypieakly.. • ^ i Wfa^’H r: s.e1& - ■ ^ all 
that right. You • shall have ^ nothing < to do now 'but 



“You must. excuse me firom the satin cmhlnons. 
■That Ss a. part of the old woman’s duty I a.m not 
prepared fi>r. I am used to be ehisefrbaffifl ^aatnid. to 
sit in the ^saddle ^ two ^ or three hours ever^r^ ' ’ cLaj. 
There are two fens ori' our hands besides th© BCom© 


* Phew~ew ! ' IF ermyn ! manages the estate badly*, 
Amt : -That iW^ notr itet undeir- my reigii,’^ jsaid 
tailing on hi® heel an^ feeling ixx iiis 
pockets for the keys- of his -portmanteaus, wkich 


feadufeeen brought up: f -r ; 
i .“Pmhaps-when youVe been ia England a littd© 
longerj” said Mrs Transome, colouring as if ©it© 
lad^^been -a girl, “you will understand better tit.© 
difficulty there is in letting fens in 


29 


THE RADICAL. 

“ I understand the difficulty perfectly, mother. To 
let farms, a man must have the sense to see- what 
will make them inviting to farmers, and to get sense 
supplied on demand is just the most difficult transac- 
tion I know of. I suppose if I ring there’s some 
fellow who can act as valet and learn to attend to 
my hookah ? ” 

There is Hickes the butler, and there is Jabez 
the footman ; those are all the men in the house. 
Tht ' were here when you left.” 

■ ‘‘Oh, I remember Jabez — he was a dolt. I’ll 
have old Hickes. He was a neat little machine of a 
butler; his words used to come like the clicks of 
an . ^engine. He must be an old machine now, 
though.” 

“ You seem to remember some things about home 
w6nderfully well, . Harold.” , ; . - : j r > . .... 

“Never forget places and people-' — ^how they look 
and what can be done with them. All the country 
round here lies like a map in my hraim A depced 
pretty coun1a:y too; but the peoplie .a.,^up|d 
set ; of old Whigs and To ries. I . suppose , they., arp 
much As they were.” > i 

' I am, least, Harold. You. are the %sjt of yojpr 
toaljr-that ever talked of being a Eadi^L , ^^did 
not fthmfe d taking ^ care of our old oaks for that 
I always thought >Eadicals’ houses stood staring 
above fpoor/stieks of young trees and iron hurdles.” 
i P Yes, :but the Badical sticks are growing, mother, 
and half the Tory oaks are rotting,” said Harold, wuth 
gay Carelessness. Youlve arranged for . Jermyn to 
be early to-morrow?” . . , : 
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will' be here to breaMfarf at nine. Bnt I 
Mve you to Hickey* now; we dine* in an liour.’^ 
Mts Transome went away and shut herself in her 
own dressing-room. It had com4 to pass now — ^tlns 
ineetirig with the sdn who had been the object of so 
much longing ; whom she had longed for before he 
was horn, for whom she had sinned, from whom she 
had Wrenched herself with pain at their parting^ and 
whoise Coming again had been the one^ great ’’hope 
of her years. The moment was gone by ; there had 
been no ecstasy, no gladness even ; hardly half an 
hour had passed, and few words had been spoken; 
^et with that quickness in weaving new futures 
Whioh belongs to women whose actions have kept 
them in habitual fear of consequences, Mrs Tran- 
■sonid thought she saw with all the dearness of 
demonstration tliat her son's return had not been 
'go6d fbr her in the sense of making her any 

■""8he^ Stood before a tall mirror, going dose to it 
^hfldookirig” at h0r face with hard scrutiny, as if it 
Wbr^ hhrdated 'todierself. Ko elderly face can be 
iandsome,^ looked at in that way ; every little detail 
pTominerit, and the' effect of the Whole 



hagl'^'^isbe mii to herself ^(sheiwas 
hd: Aoughifes a^very shaq) out- 

to • his 

■'•#bal(jis what he sees in, ‘toe, £is I ge© , a 
itfni-.' I 'shall count' fcr nothing^': I was 
expect anything else.*' ■ , . ■ . , , 
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SW tomed away from mirror aiid Wkedmp 
fitod dowii' lier room, ; • . ; 

•Wliat a likoBoss 1 sIib saidj: ib a kmd ^ 

‘‘jetj perhaps^ no om will see it besides* mo.''' i' 

She: threw -herself into a chaiiy and sat* with a 
fised loot, seeirig.nothiiag that was actually pt«sait| 
but iiwardly, s&eitig with painful :Tividiiess-:iwl»4t 
badvbeeti preseut with, her a little more than; thirty 
years ago the little round-limbed creature that had 
^eu ; learning against her knees, and stampmg tiny 
and tooting, up at her with gurg-hng: .isu^teri 

©he, had ihonght that the possessioBi>j®f i.tintofiehild 
wpuWgijfe unity to. her,.lito, and/.mahfe .soMs-glad- 

mese ifeowg^:,^.,^ .that wouldi ^row 

as frait out of these early maternal caresses. But 
nothing had come just as she had wished. ...®hfe 
mother’s early raptures: had lasted but h shbrt-timto 
and even while they lasted there had grown up. ih 
tUe, mid®t."©f,ithem., 4... hungry ‘desire, like w folaok 
^iwnous. plant feeding in the 8unlight,-the.desirh 

W her. first, rickety, ugly, imbecile idiihd.shcmid 
die, and tleaye., room for -her daa-ling, of. •whom she 

QOfuId. be, ; proud. , %eb,desires makbi.life ia hidbous 
tottoiy, ..where, .every; day...^y tmm t-upHu-.O 
ythdre jaen . -and;. women who Imire-.thffi'chelto 

thft,»e6t.4elk!atiar.efttua^, whorhaiy©. awerylaree 
share of that : sky, and rearth- which some afie bodudd 
havemo, more of. tlian tbe feactfon to- be . got-f-iw; la 
omSr^ ,,^try yet grow haggard, fevered, and rest- 
to, .like, those who watch in other lotteries ..rBav 
alter day-yem- after year,.had yielded, .blanks .- new 

fiWes aad :oomfi^r brir^ng,.nther deeiree.fe.resu^^^^ 
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quite UjoM hev grasp, which mast abo be watched 
for in the lottery; and all the while the round- 
limbed pet had been growing into a strong youth, 
who liked many things better than his mother’s car- 
esses, and who had a much keener consciousness of 
his independent existence than of his relation to her . 
the lizard’s egg, that white rounded passive pretti- 
ne^, had become a brown, darting, determined lizard* 
The ^mother’s love is at first an absorbing dcdight, 


blunting all other sensibilities ; it is an expansion of 
the animal existence ; it enlarges the imagined range 
for self to move in : but in after years it 6an only 
dsi^^tinuet to be joy on the same terms as other long- 
J Ibtre^that is, by much suppression of self, and 
of ^living i in ■ the * experience of another. Mrs 
Tkahsome ihad darkly felt the pressure of that un- 
changeable fact. Yet she had clung to the belief 
ihah'isoihebQw the possession of this son Was the 
i thing 'she lived for ; to believe otherwise would 
bmade her memory too., ghastly 

or othef^ by some ipeans, the- estate 



sfeiuggling -to. save from the grasp of the law 
ii|j^hei>H#old’Si ‘ Somehow the hated Durfey, the 
imheffle eldest, who seemed, to have become tenacious 
of a despicable Squandering life, would be got rid of; 
vii^^riiai^t.- kffl ./Meanwhile the estate was 

there was- no^ good ^prospect for any heir. 
.13[2^®ld=a2%urf go a^nd maikeh' career for himself : and 

with a precocious 
ess dfipeicepiion.^as to to 'cdmditions on which 
4' .fe ^y ■- advantagfo ^ in life. Like 
iihe hac^ a ■ strong 'faitii in Ms 
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luck; he liad heen gay ; at their parting, and had 
promised to make his fortune ; and^'in spite of past 
disappointments, Harold’s possible fortune still made 
some ground for his mother to plant; her., ihogasdm 
His luck had not failed him*; yet nothing, had 
turned out according to her expectations. ; Her life 
had been like a spoiled shabby pleasure - day, ,dn 
which the music and the processions are all missed, 
and nothing is left at evening but the weariness of 
striving after What lias been failed of. Harold had 
gone with the .Embassy to Goiistantinople,uWider thie 
patronage' of a.Qiigh : relative,!' his < eousint 

he was* to- ube . a- ;diploitoti%dand! work ^ 'hiS' . .way 
upfward in 11 public* f life^i ' But liis Idok had taken 
another shape : he had saved the life of an Ar- 
menian banker, who in gratitude . had oSered him 
a ' prospect which his praiGtioal mind fpr^ferred 
to the problematic promises of diplomacy and higli^ 
born ’consihshipj ? i Harold ; had become a merchant 
and banker at Smyrna ; ihad let the years pass witlr* 
out caring to find the possibility of visiting hik eirly 
.home, and had .shown . no eagern'ess- to make his life 
at all familiar to his moth'er/.'askihg fori letters about 
England, but Widting * Scantily /about i himself ' Mrs 
^Taransomb (had- kept* -hp thO habit; of tv^oriting:’ to her 
.'sonp but / gradually ; ] thebrmfruit^^^ had dulled 

her hopes arid- yearnings; ; incf easing anxieties ahont 
moiiiey had worried her, and ^he/ was. 'more sure bf' 
biing fretted by bad nOws about her dissolute^ eldest 
son thau of hearing! anything to cheet* her !&om 
Harold. !■! She had begun to live merely in -small 
immediate bares lami occupations) and^.i likely h eager- 
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H woman, fwko advanpa in life* 'without toy 
■ »o£ ! tenddrnoss oi* toy largal > sympathy , sha 
14d . ohntraoted toiall rigid’ habits of thmkmg and 
aoting/ she had hoi^ ways ’’ which mu^ not be 
crossed^ J had learned tn 'fill *up the gre^at void 
of life ?^ith giving small orders to tenants^ insinting 
on medicines for in&m Cottagers, winning small 
triumphs in bargains and pers>onal economic Sj and 
parrjfng ill-natured; remarks of Lady Debarry^s by 
ianbdt-edgdd epigrainS. So her life* had gone on till 
more than^ a* year '■ ago, when that * desirO which had 
been so hungry when she i was a ^looming young 
Mothmr^was at last fuMlled-^at' last, when her hair 
wah • gtey,l aiid : her face ^ looked bitter^ . restlossj and 
uij©njeyili9g,'lhke>'heb‘*lhfe. l iThe-mews ioam© from, 
Jierbey ^ ihlat ; IMrfdy ,* ^ the ; imbeeili© Boh,' . j #as > dead. 

* Harold was heir to the {estate tnow wealtli 
itb : ?had t gai»ed ; oonid release ? dhp land : foOm,! its. ^ bur- 
;tite^hsrf mow he 'wwild tMnki* it worth - while- *tO' returh 
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^ps vsunfmmfeisahk-' before 

atifftedi f 1 their ' ^wmtry ? -. sleep," ' and it ^ortc® « ; 
•seemed a gi^cto go(id^4^^ hdvoiihad a second son who 
j^ihad'obst ' her dearly. But again tliore 
she. ’had not reckoned .omn .When 
' thc' good hidings had been sett.- to /Harold,’ and h© 

. /had announced that he would /rbiOTTn; s6 soon as : he 
wind up his affairs, he had for the first time 
ted hih' mother that he had heen* married, that 
”^ife was * no longer living, but . that h© 
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slioiild bring liome a little bojj tbe finest and mo^t 
desirable of heirs and grandsons. Harold, seated 
in his distant Smyrna home, considered that he was 
taking a rational view of what things must haw 
become by this time at the old place in England, 
when he .fignred his mother as a good elderly 
lady, who 'would necessarily be delighted withfth^ 
possession on any terms of a healthy grandchild^ 
and would not mind much about the particulars, of 
the long-concealed marriage. < , , , ; 

Mrs Transome had. tornuip that letter, a,,r^-^ 
But in the months which ;had ei^p^^,^h^<lr^^. iE^^ 
could actually airiye, had .prepared herself 
well as she could to suppress all reproaches pr 
queries which her son might resent, and to, acqui- 
esce in his evident wishes; The return 
looked for with longing ; affection, and satisfied 
pride would again; warm her later years. She was 
ignoiant what sort of man Harold had become now, 
and of course he must be changed in many y^ays 5 
but though she told herself this, still the iipag^ tW* 
she knew, the image fondness clung .to,, necessarily 
prevailed over the negatives, insisted on .by Her 
reason. . , ; . , 1 ^ 

And SQi if was, that when she hi^ n^oved.Ao 
door to meet him, she had .been sure that she should 
clasp her son again, and feel that, he was.tl:^e, :Saflae 
who had been her boy, her little one,, the lo'\f,ed, child 
of. her passionate youth. An hour seemed i1^q|h^yj^ 
changed every thing, for A woma,p’s hqpes.gr© 

;woven of sunbeams v a shadow annihilates them. 
The shadow which had fallen over Mrs Transop^!^ 
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in tM^ first interview with her eon was the preBen^ 
timent of her powerlessness. If things went wrong, 
if Harold got unpleasantly disposed in a certain 
direction where her chief dread had always lain, 
she seemed to foresee that her words would he of no 
avail. The keenness of her anxiety in this matter 
had served as insight ; and Harold’s rapidity, deci- 
sion, and indifference to any impressions in others 
which did not further or impede his own pur})oses, 
had made themselves felt hy her as much as slie 
Would have felt the urimtinageable • strengtli of a 
gi-eat bird which had aligiited near her, and allowed 
her to stroke its wing for a moment because food lay 
nefCT'her.^ -'I - - . 'i . ' 


\dljtider ^the cold weight = of these thdhghts Mrs 
‘Transorhe shivered; That physicai reaction roused 
fiOm her reverie, and she cbuld now hear the 
gentle knocking at the door to Which she had been 
deaf before.' Notwithstanding ^ her activity and the 
fewness Ofdier SOfvantfe; sife her- 

self without^ ' aid- ; nm“* ^ wotild ^ that small, ^neat, ex- 
0li^tely oleah old^ womah who now presented het- 
ielf &v#‘ wya-ed that her labour sbonid saved 
at the expense of such a sacrifice on lier lady’s paiT> 
The Sniair old Svomah was Mrs Hickes, the bntlcr’s 
wifC/'v^fo acted as housekeeper, lady’s -mjiid, and 
superintendent of the kitchen — the largo stony 
fecene of inconsiderable cooking. Forty years ago 
/ ^O 'had entered Mrs Transbme’S Service, when that 
beatitiM Miss’ Tingonytihd her mistress 

as she h^d done in tho old 
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The bell lias rung, then, Denner, without my 
bearing it?” said Mrs Transome, rising. ■ 

“ Yes, madam,” said Dennei', reaching from a 
wardrobe an old black yelvet dre^s trimmed* with 
much -mended point, in which Mrs Transome was 
wont to look queenly of an evening. 

Denner had still strong eyes of i that .shortsighted 
kind which sees through the narrowest chink be- 
tween the eyelashes. The physical contrast between 
the tall, eagle-faced, dark-eyed lady, and the 'little 
peering waiting- woman, who liad been round-featured 
and of pale mealy comp]e:x!iqn ?fi:oirr tfer^fyi^uth''up, 
bad doubtless had. a strong iAfluence in determining 
Denner's feeling towards her mistress, which Was of 
that worshipful sort paid to a goddess in ages when 
it was not thought necessary or likely that a goddess 
should be very moral. There were different hrders 
of heings-^so ran Denner’s creed- — and she ; belonged 
to another order than that to wliich .her mistress be- 
longed. She liad a mind as sharp as a needle, and 
would have seen through and through the ridiculous 
pretensions of a born servant who jdid not Submis- 
sively accept the rigid fate which had given her 
born superiors.. > She would ■ Imyaoc^lled- 
tensions the wrigglings of a. worm -that tried to walk 
on its tail. Tliere was a tacit i understanding' that 
Denner knew all, her miteess’s sdcrets/aaaid her 
speech was plain and unflattering ; yet /with.! worn 
detful subtlety of instinct she never, said ; anything 
which Mrs* Tratisdme: could feel humilmted by, as 
by a familiarity from a servant who knew too much.* 
Denner identified her own dignity with that of her 
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i^aistiesai ' ' Sbe was a hard - headed godless little 
womarij but with a character to be reckoned on as 
you reckon on the qualities of iron. 

Peering into Mrs Transom e’s face, she saw clearly 
that the meeting with the son had been a disap- 
pointment in some way; She spoke with a refined 
aocent, in a low, quick, monotonous tone- — 

- Harold diest; he shook me by tlie hand 

in the dorridor, and was very pleasant.” 

What a® alteration, Dehner ! No likeness to me 


now. 




iHand^me, though, spite of ‘ his being so 
and stout. There^s a fine presence about 
Mn Haroldi ■ ^ I remaember you used to say, madam, 
theie wete some people you t would »-#W^ys know 
4n the room* though they stc^d ro^d a corner, 
you might never see till you ran against 
true as truth.' And as for’ like- 



thirty*- five and -sixty ^are- not much alike, 

: Mrs- Traaaisoiw toew perfectly Dennek* had 

’ kaaow how things will go on rtowf hdt 

it seems something too good to happen ' that they 
on welL' :T am afraid of ever expecting 
^'*g^0d'kgain.” - 



happen 

|c‘tels^t€d3j eggs would 
risd the mbst it is but 
: : ®idrfe'^s';good' chances and bad 
i tedr is ipuiledi onlj by one 
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Wiiat a woman yon a?e,' Benner 1 ; You talk like 
a French inMel. It seems to me ypm are afraid of 
nothing. ‘ I haye been full of* fears itiy life — 
always seeing something or other hanging hy or' me 
that I couldn’t haj>pen.” • ' . • ; . ' 

' Well, madam j put a good face on' ik,^ 
seem to be on the look-out for brows/ else -yen’ll 
set other people watching. Here yon have a rich 
son Come home, and the debts will all he paid, and 
you have your health and oan rrde about, an#'5rou’ve 
such a face and figure/ and- wiO you 

be eightjy lhat everybody’ is?- bap’ ‘ hand to ^ou 

before ^they-'kl^ir' ^bo you are — ^let me fksten up 
your veil a little higher: there’s a good deal of 
pleasure in life for you yet.” > *, ; 

Nonsense! there’s no pleasure 
unless they get it out of tormenting other people. 
What are yCur pleasures, Denner* — hesides heiriEg d 
slave to me?” ! :• ., r- ' 

Oh, there’s pleasure in knowing 
like half the people one sees about. ’And tnatmglng 
one’s husband is some pleasure / ’ and dhing dll ohe’’s 
business well. Wliy, if I’ve only got ‘ some Oi^M^ 
iowei^ to bandy, d shouldn’t fikb tll^^4ie^4Ml 

’Then' there’s tbehuiisiiitie'no'W atid 
then ; I like that as the’ cat^ ’do. ’T’ dobk hpoh it,' 'life 
is like our game at whist^ whbh Batiks' and^ bii§’ fwi^ 
come to the stilkraom of an evening. ' I don’t* e^jey 
the game much, but I like to play niy eafdi' *wfefllj 
and see what will .be the ’end of ^ aiwl I wknt tO 
see ' you make' * the best' of your hknd,'^ iil4(3am , ' • for 
yonr» 'luck has been mine these" fotty. years ■ ukml 
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Blit J must go, aad see. Low- Kitty dishes up the 
dinner j unless, you have any more oormnands,” 
‘‘No, Denner I am going down immediately.’^ 


,As Mrs ,Traii8ome descended the stone staircase 
in her old black velvet and pointy ’her ' appeaannoe 
justified Denner’s personal compliment. She had 
that /high -born imperious air \vhich would have 
marked her as an .object of hatred and reviling by 
a reyolutionary mobi . Her person was too typical 
of social distinctions to be passed by with indiffer- 


ence by any one: it would have fitted an, empress 
in her own. right, who had had to rule in spite of 
fptfen, ;tp dare the violation of treaties and diead 
ret^ija^tife invasions,'^ grasp after new, territoms, 
to be defiant in desperate circum-stancas, anddo i&bl 
a hunger of the heart for ever unsatisfied. 

5 cares and occupations had not 

be^.ati allioia^ imperial sort For thirty years she 
had led the monotonous narrowing life which used 
to be the. dot of .our > poorer gentry; who never, went 
tpdojyn„=wd .were. pr;Obably not on speaking tenns 
wit];i, twe'.Qnti.qf .the.five .families whose parks lay 
within, ” t|^, , distance of a-' drive. When she w^as 


yqpng i.'she . had- been ; th<5ught wonderfully clever 

- ^ been ; rather, ambitious 

secretly picked out 
parts, of dangerous 
jh^f been able . to 
. elo- 

■ jBMlads and 

thought 
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tlia#t 'rher. rSeading of tjb.eiB was a siuj but iiiany sin- 
fnl things were highly agreeable , to heT) and many 
things which she did not doubt’to'be igoed .and:t?’a6 
were , dull and meaningless. i She fotmd ridicule I'O^ 
Biblical idiaracters very amusing, and She_ Was dnter- 
Osted in. stories of illicit passion : but she believed 
all the while that truth and safety lay iju due t at- 
tendance on prayers and sermons, in the admirable 
doctrines and ritual of the Church of England, 
equally remote from Puritanism and Popery 
fact^ in suoh a view of this -world ar^d. themf^ias 
would: preserve th^i^xistihg arrangements; of English 
to^ietyr^quiteiM^^ down the obtrusiyer 

ness bf the vulgar and the discontent of the . poor- 
The history of the Jews, she knew, ought to be: pre- 
ferred to any profane history ; the Pagans, of course, 
were vicious, and their religions* quite nonsensical, 
considered as. religions-^but classical learning came 
from the Pagans 5 the Greeks were famous for* sculps 
ture ; the Italians for painting ; the middle' ages 
were; dark and Papistical 5 but now Christianity 
went liand in hand with civilisation,! and tho provi- 
dential., government of the. world, .tiaough a htilo 
confuse d ; and epiangled in foreign > • ookntriesy in i oiir 
fe^woured Jand was clearly seen to be carried forward 
oh Tory and Chproh of England principles, sustained 
by the successiori of the House of Brunswick, ?and 
bj:, sound English divines. Pkr Miss lingoirjhad 
had a superior governess, who held that a woman 
should he able to write a good letter, and to. express 
herself with -propriety on general subjectSi ' And it 
is 1 astonishing how effective tins education a^ppearad 





wb©- mi :w (m'bdrs®^ 

ISss^^^ i #^g pla;?^’ a lit^e^ painted small figutei 
iii^‘ liad 'ai nangissfey^ sparkle, in her eyeS 

and 'ani air of 
J?^hewi^^ recited something ■fe’diih 
{feif '^islore C^ect? ^cp^onsi But- however sneh 

’ to tell in d^egaht & 


a 


mky ^ 

dieting a few seasons in town, ’no amoimt 
fed Beauty oaiL inake them a perennial 
S^uJce of ift- '^fegs noffe* personal ; arid the 

that true ia * general^ -good for 

rid^' >M stupid and .dirtig - liMj ' is not a safe 
^’ in eircriirtstanoeSs ’of tenipixition and 
N.*Mrfe^ ’®Rairisome’ 1^ beeiu in her bloom 
before * ’ bentuiy ■ -beganj and in the- long^ painful 

jeiarB ' since' then, what sho Had'-onee regarded aS 

and aocomplishmeiits had become as 
siuceo omamentSj of whdch 
feba^aaices woithi anything^ -* while the 

is? hb* k>nger to ^tei hf "ai^y' fitting mortoh 

\j dei^oiom^ blainei 


df tthd worM * for 






. -jgneietfegi rid^lbenics th4re j ’ was 

tdp^^t^aiKdng; ';^ds|)e^ ih ! the 
mdr -went. • ' : ’ And 
41fce^ to i, imngry 
3fes:,f®OT50inelS'??- Uriter 
JG^eator© ; = find \ some-- 


^anJI ■ even 
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fainter pang into a desire. Mrs Transome, whose 
imperious will had availed little to ward oif the 
great evils of her life, found the opiate for her dis- 
content in the exertion of her will about smaller 


things. She was not cruel, and could not enjoy 
thoroughly what she called the old woman’s pleasure 
of tormenting ; but she liked every little sign of 


power her lot had, left, her. She ^ liked that a tenant 
should stand bareheaded below her as she sat on 
horseback. She liked to insist that work done with- 
out her orders should be undone frcan-; beginning to 


end. She liked to be cuf tsied apd to by all 
the congregation as < she walked up the little bam 
of a churoli. ‘She liked to change a labourer’s 


medicine fetched from the doctor, and substitute 
a prescription of her own. If she had j only been 
more haggard and less majestic, those who had 
glimpses ofdier outward life might have said slM 
was a t}nrannioal, griping harridan, with a , tongue 
like a rassor. , No one said exactly that p h^t they 
never s^id anything like the -full 'truth a3iopt*he% 
or divined what was , hidden under that outwaiii 
lif0 — a- woman’s l^eu ; fusibility , and dread, wbiek 
lay screened i behind »all her petty fhabits 
notions^ aSi §onie, quivering thing with : eyes' and 
throbfoiing hearts may lie' crouching beldnd^ withered 
imbbish. The sensibility and dread had palpitated 
all the faster in the prospect of her son’s retur^p 
and now that she had seen him, she said to heuself,}; 
ia her bifctet way, “It is a lucky eel thatl escapes 
i^jinning* - The . best happiness ■ I shall ever* knowy 
escape; thes;WOirgt. misery i-' 
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CHAPTEE IL 


I-...'. 


A joEy parson of tlie good old stock, 

; . 3^* bMh a gentleman, yet homely too, 
f Suiting his ijlirase to Hodge and Margery 
whom lie once christened, and has married since. 
:A little lax in docta.’ine and in life, 

, Not thinking, God was-cap^otis in such things 
As- what a man might dirhk on holidays, 

Bat holding tnie^' religion was to do‘ 

As you’d be done by —which could never mean 
That he should preach three sermons in a ■vVeek. ' 



Hkudi/D 'T ransome did not obcKis^ to spend th^ whole 
evemng with his mother. It was his habit to com- 
press a gre^ deal of effctive . conversation into a 
f hof t ispaoe of < ti mey isfeiaig mpidly > ^ the questions 

'td' get answered j and diluting ho subject 
irrelevanOieSj parapbrasej or repetitions. Se 
Tolunteered no iiiforiimtiOn aboiil ^ bhhielf and bis 
past life at Bmyi-na4 but answer^ pleasantly enougbj 

whenever bis ii^ther' asked ’for any 
^I^whs- eviHentiy itt^iisfied afe^to bfe h^l- 
I?’ -^(5 ‘ ’^ppeT-' W’ e'^rythihg," tbeh asking 

^ Sad©^ in ■ the ' bouse ^ arid 
> various ' home^filM • bottles^ 
^^^6^ sereiuh'^hdimg'^tb^ itifered,^'and.vfinail^ 
,, hack fro^^ his plate in' de^^dri- v Ifeir’hh 
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mained good -humoured, saying something to his 
father now and then for the sake of being kind, and 
looking on with a pitying shrug as he saw him 
watch Hiekes catting his food. Mrs Transbm-e 
thought with soilie bitterness that Harold showed 
more feeling for her feeble husband who had never 
cared in the least aboxh hhhy than for her, whoe'bad 
given him inore than the usual share' of mother's 
love. An hour after dinner^ Harold, who had -aheady 
been turning over the leaves of his mother’s a<xounh 
books, said**^ 

/‘I Aail just' crOfes the park -to th©;’pmrsonagh'‘to 
see my uncle liingoni’/ ' . ^ ■- 

r ^‘Very %Vell. He ban answer more questions* for 

you.” 

Yes,” said Harold, quite deaf to the innuehdo' 
and accepting the words as a' simple statement of 
the fact. “ I want to hear all about the game and 
the North Loamshire hunt. I’m fond of sport; we 
had a great deal of it at Smyrna, and it keeps down 
my fat.” 

The Eeverend John Lingon became very talkative 
over his second bottle of port, which was opened on 
his nephew’s arTivah He was not curious about the 
manners of Smyrna, or about Harold’s experience, 
bntJie unbosomed himself very freely as to what he 
himself liked and disliked, which of the farmers 'he 
snspiadiid of killing the foxes, what game he had 
bagged that very morning, what spot he would 
recoTnirKUid as a new cov(U‘, and the comparative 
ftatnesH of all existing sport compared ' with cock- 
fighting, undm- which Old England had been 



mm\ muT, 


while, bo > far as lie ooulcl see, it 
bad ^nJed'liittle hy the absolition of a practioe whieh 
sh^paiaed of men, gratified the instincts 

of tha A#l, ahd cairied amt the designs of heaven ia 
its/. adwiir^blendeviee f'of spmrs. Erom these main 
tofWj’Mwhieh/^itad^ points of de|)arture and 
he: lOTibledf (i^asily ! enough at any new sng- 
^^f|fen,5io;qoqiiejiyi» ^o^^hat lwken Harold got home 
aisa)IIA^JbdW|lh%l^B^; donseions cf t having ! gathered 
from' amid-sittte triviality of hiS 

mnole’s chat some impressions which wei'c of prac^ 
tioahikaportancej -Among the- hector's dislih<^s, it 
appeared, was Mr Matthew Jermyn. i 

fellow, with scented 
cambric handkerchief j one of your educated low- 
fellow®; a foundling, , who got his Latin for 
nothing at . Christ’s ■■ Hospital ^ one .of your middle^ 

wIk) want > to ■ rank : with gentlemen; 
andi lhiqk ^heylHi dbl it with kid gloves « and , new 

But since Harold meant to stand for the county, 
MfdiAgTO:wa®,©(^u= to the necessity 

0ft tts0f^;.qp^rra]ilmg ,wi% ffenmyni tiill the Section 
3S^ dger^b^ Harold must 

nself safely oretteied ; .8^d 


/he' wAlL ^ ftd ilet . - Jieartnyn drop 
y ^’He^ihdrha^ tfebd, no 
Ppw ^hofuld- have 

point to!.;he |Jb,le. to 
I B^tf a4 as 

j^Qo ismuch, J>y 
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it ‘ wte [icjt y&’ dut^ '9^* a- ■ isle¥g5*iiail. ? i Thai; * 
sMer^d/' was the * meaning * o£ M’elchisedec^'arid -liiie 
fifnfegfect in1x^> wMbh * h^hhad-^^gwei 
depth thirty years ago, when he preached 
yi^itatibn. ^ Or.<.i^ ••n; t» '' 

The discovery thfeifflaroM nteal^‘ih 
liberal' sMe^tiay,^‘fiiat h4^ b^Mfy 
a“Badical“^was mther staWing ; but io hia 
gobd-hnmear, beati^ed^ by the sipping of poit^B^e; 
he thing could seem higtty object ionabie| provided 
ib did not distn-rb tHat eperaiioth^^ jls' €K^®ags@^.‘of 
haflf- an herfr be- ttiat any- 

thihg^ really worth j’td be called British Toryfem had 
been entirely extinct since the Dnke of Wellington 
and Sir Eobert Peel had passed the Gatbolic* ? 
cipation Bill; that Whiggery^ 
man stopping shoit at ten^peimd hedseholders, and 
its pblicy of pacifying' a' \\dld beast witlr a bite, ws^ 
a rididolons monstrosity; that therefore, ■ 'sime ’ Jhil 
hofeei^ man could hot. call himself acTory;;t 
was, in feet, as’ im possible to be now as fd^i 
the old pretender, and could still less become 
execrable moh^trosity' a Whig,, there remained hut 
onO' course open to * him.* “ Why, lad,- if the« IwcrM 
l^aittirneS into a swu,mp, I suppose we should leave 
Off shoes and stockings, and walk about like manes” 
— whence it followed plainly enough that, in these 
hopeless times, nothing was left to men of ‘sense 
and good family but to retard the national rubi- 
declaring them'selves Eadieats, and take the ' inevi- 
tofele process- bf changing everything ■ out 'of tW4 
hands ' of beggarly demagogues and * * purser- jHteud 
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^ ‘ Rector wm helped to" 

tJjis ichsin. 6f E^a-soiiing . by, : Hsirold’H remarks ; but 
b^ ■SOOU; bsoani€( -(^uite axdeut in asserting tiie uom 


oltusion.,*',:, 'i'f fi" : •'■ '• ' 

If the mob can’t be turned bach, a, man of family 
mhst.tryuand head. the miob, aitd save a few liooies 
»i . heattlis,-ahd keep* the country up ou its last 
legs. as long as lie caUi.’.And you’re a man of family , 

l^^dash ith you!re a Lingon, whatever else 
you- may bA;and I’ll, stand by you. I'va no great 
inteirast;. rm a poor parsom I’ve been forced to 
give up, hunting my pointers land a glass 'of good 
wine^are tile j only decencies becoming my station 
&afe.I:‘c^n .allowninyself. . -But, ril give you my 
ooimten^ce I’ll stick, .to M you as my nephew. 


There’S' "no need for me to change Sides exactly, I 
^ 9 ^ honU’ .a Tory, i and I shall neyer be- a bishop. 
But if anybody says, you’re in. the wrong, I shall say, 
f.AIy nephew. fe in’ the right; he hasuturned ' Radical 
to SaWe^his country. ; , If, William -Piltihad jheen living 


iii#p^,‘|]^d. have done i/Ihe isame^f .for What did he say 
when^h^.was dying? Mot 0 save my party I” but 
“0 Save, my country,. Ifeavenlf’ , That was what 
ftey dinned in . Our i e^s mbgu t, , Reel . .arrd the T) uke ; 

ten np)nrthem.i ■ They shall 

ownpetard.:. .,,, yes^iTlL stand 
.^;yp^T n 

not ffeel;, /sarenthM ^ i his .nuele, . Wctuld 

tliread fof : argur. 

4- ithe of 4toiPien:jiipgf>ihut 

.^^^.,g^tl§nianvwa^,:s sp,re tojit^kei.th^. facts, ea$% 
ik JI|-~^E|^ 4 n<| there was ..jnQ ft ar of „ .faanilyi cooij^ilSf 
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or (parilelliag -on this ,sido. . ^ Harol4'.'#a^ ^ 

He was not to be turned aside from ai±j. ‘ course he 
had,'ohos^rL ; but he disliked aJL, Quarrelling as : an 
Unpleasant expenditure of energy that could %av© 
ho good practical lesult. He was at once,:aotwe 
and luxurious; fond of mastery, and good-natured 
enough to wish that every one about hkaf fehcUM 
like his mastery ; not caring greatly to ; know other 
people’s thoughts, ' and ready to despi^ tbem*.,a^ 
blockheads if their . thoughts differed from • hi$, (and 
yet, solicitous that they -should: hOTO n© 
reason for slight- thoughts about The Wo^- 

headsslmlifet 'he forced to' respect him. Hence, in 
proportion as he foresaw that his equals in the 
neighbourhood would he indignant with him for his 
political choice, he cared keenly -^bout; 
good figure before them in every other viray. His 
conduct as a landholder was to be judicious, his 
establishment was to be kept up generously, 
imbecile father treated with careful regard; 
family irelations entirely without scandal. He 
that affairs had been unpleasant in his youth-r-that 
there had been ugly lawsuits^—and that his 
grace brother Durfey had helped to lower still* 
the depressed condition of the family. All this must 
be retrieved, now that ’events had made Harold the 




head of the Transome name. s 

; Jermyu must be used for the election, and- after 
fhat, if be must be got rid of, it would be ,w^ll to 
shake him loose quietly: bis uncle wasjprotebly 
right on both these points. But Harold’s- e^peotar 
tion that be should want to get idd of- Jermyn mm 



-fEm HOliT, 


0tiiet r^sons fen- Ms scented handken 
alii el-and his- *0]mi^ity-sbli<x)l ’ 

MiJiiitlne- ^Mwyor lia^d; beeM picesnming on Mrs Tran-* 
&(^b’slj%nortebe "as* ^ wbmany and on the stupid 
raidshness of the, original heir, the new heir wonld 
|)iove ’to*]aini' that he ‘had ealonlated rashly. Othei% 
tfse^' HaiioM had^no=|n^ejud against him. In his 
fet^hood^aild* y had seen Jerinyn frequenting 

Ti'ansoine :'€eja:r4,‘ bnt had* regarded hinr " with that 
total indiierdnbe ' with which youngsters are apt to 
Mew thbse who neithet’dehy them pleasures nor give 
tireaihianyJ Jerm'yn used to smile* at him, and speak 
to Mwrallibly ; but.Harold^diailf proud, half shy, got 
=sueh^ patrom as soon as possible: he 
Miew i^ei^Myh*we*^*a»mahmf hnsiness ; his father, his 
and Sir -Maxibius Dbfoarry did not regard him 
asik gentleman and their equal.* He had knoHvn no 
eml .ef ’ thd^iniani 5 but he saw noW' that if he were 
really' b'*eovetQnsof®ps?tarfc, there had been a teihpta- 
Ab fo: ' him ini * ^he nlasimgemGnt of ; the Transome 
^rlfedrfe ,^ and^ it Was bleair that the estate was in a 


■ ; l 




vmrJ'Ss ■thyn was ushered into the breakfast- 
’ nexti ihenjhing^ Harold found hiin surpris- 

He was 

L ; temMrfeaMy^ hgsndsoine ^5 ifat; but tall 
, enough to hear that trial-Htt>'.* niaMs * dignity; There 

tdilette about Mm 
; # If fee* ii^^ead of nearly 

dhoise^y^ways tej dress m blkck, and was 
black* satin' waistboatsV 'WMch 
sleekness of his appearanfOe j 
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and tMs,‘ together with his white^ febt, but beaniii- 
fully-slmped hands, wbicb ha was in ife habit of 
rnbMng gently his entranee ; into a. roonbj ' g^ve 
him very much the air of a lady’s ph^^sicfiaii; 
remembered with some amusement his undle’% dis- 


like of those conspicuous hands ; but; las* 
were soft and dimpled,^ and as ^ he too was ? 
the innocent practice of rubbing those 
suspicions were not^ yet deepened. 



“ I congratulate you, Mrs Tmnsoin%” 



with a soft and deferential sikilep^^aPil-ti^&t.kfceHpe,’^*^ 
added, turning towards Harold, 


’ I-am glad to 

perceive that- an Eastern climate has not been un- 
favourable to him.” ! :. ^ 

“ No,” said Harold, shaking J^Tnyrfs feMd 
lessly, and speaking with more than his u^al rapid 
brusqueness, ^^Hie question is, whether the Englisii 
climate will agree with me. It’s deuced Shifting 
and damp; and as for the food, it would foe' 
finest thing in the w^orld for this Country^*# ' ^ 
southern cooks would change dieir religion/ ^get 
persecuted, and fly to England,' ^ the old Biik:- 
weavers did.” , . . k ^ 

There are plenty of foreign cooks for those 'Who 
are rich enough to pay for them, I supposoj” Wid 
Mrs Traiisome,'^‘but they are unpleasant ‘people* *t0 
have about one’s house.” ' 

Gad 1 I don’t think so,’^ said Harold. - ■ ‘ - 

■ “ The old servants are sure to quarrel with thetn.^' 
“ That’s no concern of mine. The old servants 
»iill have to put dp -with my man Dominic, who w® 
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show them how to cook and do everything else, in 
a way that will rather astonish them/’ 

Old peoj)le are not so easily taught to change 
all their ways, Harold/’ 

“ Well, they can give up and watch the young 
ones,” said Harold, thinking only at that moment of 
old Mrs Hickes and Dominic. But his mother was 
not thinking of them only. 

^^Yoit have a valuable servant, it seems,” said 
Jermyn, who understood Mrs Transome better than 
her son did, and wished to smoothen the current of 
their dialogue. 

“ Oh, one of those wonderful southern fellows that 
make orie’s life easy. ' He’s of no country in partic’ 
ular. I don’t know whether he’s < most of -a Jew, 
a Greek, an Italian, or a Spaniard, i He speaks five 
Dr, six languages, one as well as another. He’s 
cook, V’alet, major - domo, and secretary all ? in • one ) 
and* what’ 8 more,- he’s an affeotionate felilow-^I-ealh 
tmst to : his attachment. That’s ^ a ; sort (human 
specimen that doesn’t grow, here in England, I 
fancy. I should have ■ been badly off if I could not 
have brought Dominic.” 

They sat down to breakfast with such slight talk 
as this going on. Each of the party was preoccu- 
pied and uneasy. Harold’s mind was busy construct- 
probabilities about what he should discover tbf 
Jormyn’s inismanagement or dubious application of 
funds, and the sort of self-command lie' must in dhe 
worst case exercise in order to use the man a^lldiig 
as he wanted him. Jermyn was; closely- observing 
Harold with an unpleasant sense that there 
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expression of acuteness and determination about him 
whicb would make him formidable. He would cer- 
tainly have preferred at that moment that there had 
been no second heir of the TranSome name: to^ <^me 
back upon him from the East. Mrs Transome 
not observing the two men ; rather, her h^ds were 
cold, and her whole jierson shaken by their 
enc© ; she seemed to hear and see what they' ^id 
and did with preternatural acutenesSji and 
was also seeing and heaiing what had be^ saM ^tnd 
done many years before, and feehng a dte-^t^iFor 
about the future. There were piteous ' 
in faded- #oman, who thirty-four ytears ago, in 
tlie splendour of her bloom, had been imperious to 
one of these ihen, and had rapturously pressed the 
other as an infant to her bosom, and now knew that 
she was of little consequence to either of them. 

“Well, what are the prospects about the elec- 
tion?” said Harold, as the breakfast was advancing. 

There are two Whigs and one Conservative likely 
to be ill tlie held, I know. What is your opinioh of 

the chances?” ' • ' 

Mr Jermyn had a copious supply of words, which 
often led him into periphrase, but he cultimted a 
besitathig stammer, which, with a handsome' impaa^ 
siveness of face, except when he was smiling at a 
■woman, or when the latent savageness of his nature 
was thoroughly roused, he had found useful in many 
relations, especially in business. No one could ^iav6 
found out that he was not at his ease. “ My ’Opin- 
ion,” he replied, “is in a state of balance at present. 
:This division of the county, you are aware,, contains 
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one mamifactiiring town of the first raaginhule, and 
several smaller ones. The manufacturing interest 
is , widely dispersed. So far — a there is a pie- 
sumption — a — in favour of the two Liberal ca,ndi- 
dates. , Still, with a careful canvass of the agricul- 
tural districts, such as those wo have round us at 
Treby Magna, I think— a— the auguries— a— would 
not.b© unfavourable to the return of a Oonscrvative. 
A. fourth’ candidate of good position, who should 

coalesce with Mr Debarry— a ” 

Here Mr Jermyn hesitated for the third time, and 


■Harold broke in. 

,!! “ 'That will not be my line of action, 6o we need 
n! 3 t^di 8 oussi!it.ll <16 Input up, it will bo as a Radical ; 
arid I fenoy, iri- any county thdt would retuim Whigs 
there would be plenty of vcrters'te) 'be 'eoimbed‘ o£t by 
a Radical who offered himself with good pretenisiona.” 
•-Therdiwas Hie slightest possible quiver disoeimible 
affir®ssi^fewoyii’s.‘fece.' .Otherwise he sat'aS' hb ‘liatA 
dtml! 'before, ' with ■ his-eyeS ‘ fixed affestratCtediy on the 
frill of a ham before hifn, and liis! hand trifling with 
his fork. He did not answer immediately, but when 
lid,, he looked round steadih" at Harold. 

I’m delighted to perceive tliat yon have kept 
rraelf sO' thorougiily acquainted with English 

.-■V 






said; Harold, 'impatiently- “'I’m 

on in ‘England. 

meaafe td oome^feaok ultkhately. = I snp; 

■ state dfi Enrope . aS' well as if I’d '] 

at 1 little - Treby for the last 

to the East^ people seem- tO'itl 
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gets Mkei the one-eje^ liaien- 

dearinfth^AAijulAajqL^JTight^/ i-- '’•* 

: I. should liimk there' aae some tMe^s ^Mek 

pec^ie tvhe ha.vc heeia. ’statieBaxj M' Liiltih 
couM tell yon, Harold,” said Mrs Transome.!r:^^ 
did not signify alwit yonir holding; Badioal opinio®!^ 
at Bmyma y hnf yoti sei^m, not to iirngine i 
patting up as a Eadioal ’ aifect your! 
here, and the position of your iamily.; 
visit you. And then-^-rth© sort of people! ?v^i4lo 
support you ATou really ; have to^idea"?^^ 
in^presSion it ieonty^S ’ 

BadioaL * Thei'e ati© none rf : e^nat^ ^wlio will 
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Pooh I” said Harold, rising and walking along 
the room. ' 

But lull's Transome went on with ' growing 
in her voice — seems to ine th^ a man owes 


something to Ms birth gynd station, and has ho right 
to take up this notion or the other, just as it suite 
his fancy : still less to work at the overthrow of « Ms 
class. That was what eveiy one ^id of ; ioid €fhey, 
and my family at least is as good u,S Lord ©rey's^ 
You have weaJth now, and might drstingui^ youn- 
self in the county ; and if you had bem^trtie to^yoiir 
©doum as A gentleman, you would have had ' ah the 
greater opportunity because the times are so bad. 
The Debarrys and Ix)rd Wyvern would have • Set 
Ihe more store by you. For my part, I can’t < 00 ®^ 
ceive what good you propose to yoursdf. ’ ‘f duly 
»1lreat you to think again' before you tat© any 
dedded step.”' * ^ 
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. n fSMofcher,” ; said Harold, not ’atiginlx or witli any 
raising of liis voice, but in a qniokj’ impatient niati- 
lier^^ as if the scene must bb' got through as quickly 
as possible ; i>s natural that you should think 
in this way. Women, very properly, don’t change 
their wiews, but keep to the notions in which' they 
have been brought up. It doesn’t signify what they 
think — :they are not called upon to judge or to iict. 
¥au must jfeally. leave me to take my own course in 
these matt^rs^ which properly belong to men. Be- 
yond thatj. I will gratify toy wish you choose to 
mention. You- shall have a new carriage and a' pair 
ofihays all to yourself; you shall have ^ thb house 
done up in first-r’ate style, and I am not thinking 'of 
marrying, h But’ let p.sr-un(lbistaiLd that there ‘bhall 
be no further collision between us on subjects on 
which I mu st be master of; my > own aictroiiis.’^ ^ i 
, ' tfAnd-you will put the crown to the martifioaiions 
of .my^life.^ Harold., I don’t know who would be-, a 
mother if, she could foresee what a slight ithmg= she 
will be to her son when she is old.’-: ^ ■ 


^ Transomeihere walked out of the room by the 
j|t63fe^t way-^-the glass door open towards tlie ter- 
race.' Mr Jermyn had lusen too, and Ins hands were 
gn.the back of his chair. He looked quite impas- 
'^ 0 'l^iliiwas . not the .first time he had seen Mrs 


angry but now, for the dfirst. time^ he 

her temper, would be useful 
|aSim. 4 i-;SEe?fi^r'W^ knew quite well that she 
ft bben towme^and that she had been making) her- 
disagteeableit .=to. I Harold to no purpose. - ■ . ^ But 
sorrows of women would be averted lit ^ they 
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cjould; repress the speech they hiiow to be useless — 
nay^ the speech they have* resolved *iiot to “uttet. 
Harold continued his walking a mom tot lohger, and 
'theilisaid to Jermyn^' - ^ 1 

You smoke^?” *' 


“ No, I always defdr to the ladies. ’ ’ Mrs Jetniyh 
is peculiarly sensitive in such matters, tod' dbdsh’t 
like txhacco.'’* . •.r-'.-i.-': ^ « 


'Harold, whc^ underneath all tlie tendencies which 
had made him a Liberal,* had intehse personal pride, 
thought, Confound the * fello W — ^with hiS Jeh- 
myn I Does he think we^are oh a Ytolingtldr 

know anything about Ms^v^e^P^^Yf- u t =-r 

■ f' “jWeliyf'i.tooM my hookah before • breakfast,'^ he 
said aloud ; “ so, if you like, we’ll go into the 
library. My father never gets up til ini 
find.” 


- f'i. ‘ !i 


' ^“Sit down, sit; down, said Harold, they entered 
the hamfedmejiSpaoidus library. But he himsdlf coh- 
tinued to stand before a mbp of the county which he 
had opened from a series of rollers occupying a 
compartment among the book-shelves. ^^ The^ fibrst 
question, Mr Jermyn, now you know my intentions, 
is, whether : you will undertake to be my agent in 
this election, and help me through? There’s ho 
time to be lost, and. 1 don’t want to lose my chance, 
as I may not have* -another for 'seven years. I un- 
derstand,” he went on, flashing a look straight at 
Jermyn, “that you have not taken any oonspicuous 
course in politics ; and I know that Labron ts ,^ent 
for the Debarrys.” ■ • ! ■ ■ htyr* * 

if Oh-— a — my dear sir — :a man necessarily lias- his 



njap-T^^T^rf.eome talk^of them 

^ B, - towipi ?. i >Th^© Ireally is no^ cona- 

prehension of public quest ions^iii sucii places^ Party 
feeling, indeed, was quite asleep bere before tbe 
agi^^tfeia^boub tbo itebef Bill. It As true 

Ibat. X.oon^urpe4 witlx>o incumtei^ in getting; up 
a petition against the Reform Bill, but I ; 4id. not 

. > "Ibe ! weak ^points in tlmb 1 Bill 
palpable, apd X ifandj you and P' shdul4 
not differ nauob > on tibati feeai ’ Xhe l fact is, • when I 


a^e 


knew ^hat you were * to oome.back to itSf I hept my^ 
sdif in reserve, though I was much pressed ' by the 

James the Ministeiijial' candi- 

I “dSoiw^ w, yofj; 
said Harold, 



edl^by 


• • 'f 

Mpid jm^ner > of ^ cutting hi m shorfe^ 


i.l 


> S' 


‘h I f t&at .. Sir James Clement 

a cliance SfS Mr Garstin, supposing 
=th^d ' Biberah candidate presents himselh 
two senses^ in. which a- politician: cam be 
” rrhea?© Mr ' . Jermviif ; ■ smi^d ' — Sir J 

Glenfeent is a p€Knr baronet, hoping for -an appoint- 
teA'i be ^ * to;« ^be' ^ liberal ; bi ^ thdt 

. ^Ader. sense which ^€i©mi!aai:idEJ.ma|<i«tti6^^ " , i r / u ri -is ’ • 

wdsfe- w®re^not'SO-rauch bfia- 

HaroM ; he’ll bore me. We skUl fe 
idyt^rwhafe caa^^be' deaae-iii- the 




■>^f 
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bmatibh. I’ll come down to jonr office after one 
o’ dock 'if it will suit you?”-. - 

“Perfectly.” .y --■i.J' 

“Ah, and you’ll have all the iiste and papers and 
necessary inforniation ready for me there. I Intist 
get up a dinner for the tenants, and we’can ^nvil4 
whom like besides the tenants. Jiist nowj I’m 
going over one of the^ ffirms on hand with the 


hailrffi By the way, that’s a desperately bad 


ness, having thi'ce farms unlet— how- 
about, eh?” 

“ That is precisely what'T wasifed^id few 

wo©^ dbomt to oYoa have observed already 

how>*stfic®iglyiiliib’ Transome takes certain things 



to heart. You can imagine that she has 
severely tried in many ways. Mr 
of health ; Mr Durfey’s habits-r-a-— - 
“Yes, yes,” ' •- ■ ■■ 


H. 


“ She is a woman for whom I natural! j entertain 
the highest respect, and she ha«s 
gratification for manj^ years, 'except the 
haying af^rs^ to certain extent in her own i] 

She objects to cA^gesy she will not have a »w 
style of tenants ; she ^Bkes the 



who milk their own cows, and sCiid their younger 
daughters out to service : •^is makes it difficult 

to do the best with the estate. I am aware tiiibgs 
are not as they ought to be, for, in point of filets an 
improved agricultural management is a matter - in 
which I take considerable interest, and' 'the farm 
which I myself hold on the estate you will see, I 
think, to be in a superior condition. But Mrs Tran- 
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p a+rnno' feeling, and I would urge 

some iB a woman the changes which you 

CeTut which i had not the vight to insist on, as 

little’ painful to her as pos^mbb. 

“1 shall know what to cio, : sn, 

Harold, mrreh offended. ’ ^ undue free- 

, .You will P»ta. I "7:; • who 1 « 

r ■ 1 Trr: tz — wi «» 

slim 1>". .over co.»idor.d Ih.t o»„«t,o„ 

.i„p„ i» d>o tut i do ” 

iMSsMi Z i.. Foportion » h. f»»d 

srShrM 

“T3euM“l ZotsM” U »« 

.1 YowVo had »•» awliwud buslMi« «> “ j, 

aum mnoIlYMt to tho i)i«« ot^» , Lw 

Wo otoU .01 .,»,thihg. tight by dogroeo. BF oow 

as to the.ca pnderstands these 

a ..iterate dmam m London,^ wno u 

matters thoroagblyY-a. . solicitor • 0 cou 

HQ, end bf m^iinto Parliament. I H « b S 

^^imetius at ©uffieldt-say when? i ^ 

■' ' TheMomversation afterithis,;waH . driven earefully 

iCbti-hhi-gto- -f*' “‘'‘.f’TM 

aoisabl^aegs.. men Earoldi.ro.hisiride an hour 

' ' encountered? tbiscunote' sliouldermg 

.r'S^ayaaadfofollow.ed by one bladhtand one hver- 

"^^.'ipoitther, Ms muscular -person, with. Its red 


THE RADICAL. 


61 


eagle face set off by a velveteen jacket and leather 
leggings, Mr Lingon’s first question was — 

“ Well, lad, how have you got on with Jermyn?” 

“ Oh, I dofft think I shall like the fellow. He’s a 
sort of amateur gentleman. But I must make use 
of him. I expect whatever I get out of him will 
only be something short of fair pay for what he has 
got out of us. But I shall see.” 

“ Ay, ay, use his gun to bring down your game, and 
after that beat the thief with the butt-end. ' - That’s 
wisdom and justice and p^leasure all in oiie^taJMBg 
between ourselves as uncle arid nephe'#'.>‘’ Bukl Wy, 
Harold,^ I - was going to tell you, now I come to 
think of it, this is rather a nasty business, your 
calling yourself a Eadical. I’ve been turning it 
over in after-dinner speeches, but it looks 'awk^l^ard 
— it’s not what people are used to — it wants a good 
deal of Latin to make it go down. I. shall be worried 
about it at the sessions, and I can think of nothing 
neat enough to carry about in my pocket by way of 
answer.” • ■’ ' - 

“ Nonsense, uncle ! I remember what a good 
speeohifier you always were ; you’ll never be at 
a loss. ^ You only want a few more overlings to 
think of ih” - 

“ But you’ll not be attacking the Church and the 
institutions of the country — you’ll not be going 
those lengths; you’ll keep up the bulwarks, 'and^ 
so on, eh?’’ , • . 4 ... 

“ No, I shan’t attack the Church, only the inoomes," 
of the bishops, perhaps, to make them' eke ’ouh the^ 
incomes of the poor clergy.” ' j;- ^ ■ . i > , : 
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J have no objection to that. Nobody 
likes our Bishops: lie’s* jail Greek and greediness ; 
too proud to dine with his own father. . You may 
peppor the bishops a little. But you’d . respect the 
<^03iiBtitetaoni handed I down, j and you’ll rally 

Jioniad , the thronef--and the King,' God* bless; him, 
^«3acl tiiB usual toaists, eh?” ! - ■ 

Of course, of course, d am a«Kadica] only in 
ijootdngv out; abuses^’.’: . : ^ 

. u That’s . I the ? word . I ; wanted^ my lad J ” said the 
slapping;' Harold’s kneie. That’s a spool to 
Wijd ja!;^eech an. < Abuses is the very word ; and 
^ia^yfeodyl shows himself offended, he’ll /put the cap 

remove the trol:enltiimbet^ iHarold^i ’in- 
’waxdlj amused, 'f^tand, substitute .fresh- oak, that’s 

r>. my Boyih.-Hy George j youth* a 
t.; Bnt^T say,] Harold j 1 hop@oyom’ve^*g€lfefe 
^ li^Ie Iiatm^l©ft.v,.;Th^s^yot;ng Debajrry is a tre*^ 
raendous fellow at the classics, and walks on stilts 
lengtln' He-’s one of; the new Conservativf's, 
@3d ^ir 'ly^ximus doesn’t understand him at all;” 

- ’ TJaah- won’t do at the hustings,” said Harold. 
HeTl get knocked off his stilts pretty quickly 

• I', 

^ BJessJ meil it’s-astonishing how well youVe- .up 
itottihe-»|feiiB»4f -tfee poultry; ihy boy. But mb .up 
a few quotations— ‘a«o<^ turpe bonis debehat Ork- 
andv-fcat feewfcitf .tlHr%.^-just. to-show De- 
fe^^ryi-what-yoaitcould' do,,if .you.lifcedi But- yoti. 
want to ride on?” 
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“ Yes ; I have an appointment at Treby. Good- 
bye.” 

“ He’s a cleverisli chap,” muttered the Vicar, as 
Harold rode away. “When he’s had plenty of 
English exercise, and brought out his knuckle a 
bit, he’ll be a Lingon again as he used to be. I 
must go and see how Arabella takes his being a 
Eadical. It’s a ilitjtle ay^kward * but a clergyman 
must keep peace in a family. Confound it ! I’m not 
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; CHlPTEK III ' ' 

■ • ' ! • ' , ' ’ ' i i n ■ ' ' I ' ' ‘ ’ ' I > ’ : ' ■ ' ' i 

j ^ ' . f ' - t ■ ' r ' ■ , ( /■■''' ' ’ , ' '* 

' 'Twas to wii,‘ yet country too; you felt the warmth 1 

». ' ' . * Of clustering houses in the: wintry time ; ' . ; : ,f > ■ . 

^ Supped, with a friend, and went by lau tern home. ! 

■ ■ ‘ Yet'from your ehainber'windo'w you oOiild Hear' ' ' 1 

/ i U i f ( > 4 *^1 new-yeaned lambs, or see , ! ; | 

'The children bend besicfe the hedgerow banks ; 

To pluck Itle primfos^s/ " ■ ‘ i 

j 

j 

Teeby Magna, on which the Eefonn Bill had thnifit! 
tke new honour of being a polling-place, had boon,; 
at the beginning of the century, quite a typical old' 
market- town, lying in pleasant sleepiness among^ 
green pastures, with a rush-fringed rivet meander-' 
ing through them. Its principal street had various j 
handsome and tall- windowed brick houses wiili wall-| 
ed gardens behind them 5 and at the end, where it ! 
widened into the market-place, there was the cheer- j 
lol ^rough-stuccoed^ tkmt of that excellent inn, the , 
Marquis of Granby, where the farmers put up their 
gigs, not only on fair and market days, but on excep- 
tional Sundays when they came to church. And the : 
church was one of those fine old English structures ? 
worth travelling to see, standing in a broad church- i 
j»d with a line of solemn yew-trees beside it, and | 
Mfaig a majestic tower and spire far above the red- 1 
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hzkd - rooffe of til© towti* It "was not ’lErj^© 

enough to hold all the parishioners of a 'parish which 
stretched over distant villages^ and -hamlets ; *btlt 
then they were never so* nnreasdnable 'as'^to Wihh 
to be all in at once^ and had never eoinplained*' 'that 
the space of a large side-chapel was taken 'hp hif 
the tombs of the Bebatrys, and shut iti 
some iron screen.* For when the black ^ Benedin^ 
tines ceased to pray and chant in this churchy when 
the Blessed Virgin and St Bregory were 
the- Bebar^ySy* as lords Uf the- manory%atun^^s*t:Sikib 
next to Providence and took the place oh ^the saints 


I^ng’ before,; 


' had been a Bir 


Maximus-' Belai^y tHio had 'been at the fortifying of 
the old castle, which now stood in ruins in thb midst 
of the green pastures, atid with its • shdli^h% Wail 
towards the north; made* ek-oellelit StriaWyard for 
the pigs of Wace^^itS^ €k)./ bi^We celebrated 

Trel^ beer;it*‘>V^ace*i^ 'Co. did not stand alohe 
in the town ae prosperous traders on a' large'' soale^ 
to say nothing of those wlro had refeed j6p^' 
ness and in no oounfry town of the’ safee sinal';^^ 
as /Treby was there- a -larger proportion of families 
who had handsome ' sbt^^otf ;^Mia^»iwife6u44h^^ 
hereditary punch-bowls, and large ~ silver With^ 

a Quefe ^Aimo^'gamealn'tb^ycen^ Such people 
uaturally took tea and sup^ped ' together frequently y 
and as there was no professionai man or tra;desmdh‘ 
ifr /Preby who was not connected by business,df nbt 
by /blood, ^th the farmers of ♦the district, “ihe^lioheF 
sbfe of th^e were- nkuchl invited, and’ 
tbns In their tumv ^ -They ^la^ed at ^ Whdst, afe and' 
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## ; gpnercrtisly, praised, , i Mr. , Pitt apd , the iwar 
fl.^:,]5:eepipg.np,pripep,^^jd-,re%iqi3,; and w.ere :mif 
I^njnojqppi about each pther’j? proj^tfi’ty,, .Iiavingi muoh 
thp., same coy pleasure in allpsipps , to their , secret 
.purchase; ,,as; blusliing. passes sometimes 
iwvq. dpi jofeps ahopt. their :8eoret , preferences. : Th® 
JJqctpr -was ajways- of the -Defwry family, associated 
^y,.with,:G 0 i.mty people,, and was much, respected 
fcr; his I affabdiity a- , clergyman who, would have 
tahen.tea Ayith .the, fftwiispeio, pie , would , have; given 
a <4ngercns fihoclt,,to thci mind.of a.Treby Chtirehi. 


....gpch, .^as. fhe old-fashioned,, , grazing,.; tbrewingl 

J^opppaif hjing, , ! chftefe'loadmg . life of Treby . Magntf, 
Wt^rthgrft, bci^l ■^'^WMfionditwnscioomplieatiiig its 
rpl^tioft ^^.iith, :the, rest, ,of' Ih^.wworl^. sand-. gradually 

tin , it.ithat , higher, iconBcaOTsmiss^twhich 

tQobrmg,.,higher..pfeins. ,. .pifsfi.ca« ihie 

oj-wyis^ai .s^e »fi«iag|^whicb i suggested to a too 

the,, possibility of turning Treby 
ISl^^jtiq^iOjjai.^hi^Jfable water-mg^place. , So tdar- 
W^,id^'.w^vnot originated, by.a native Trebian, 

i mho .came from , a distanca,! 
.^^^t^jho-.drotipnary. by heart, and. was probably, an. 

. ^mate scm .of.sosm^d,yi,o»i.other,,f ., .The, idem, 
ii ; prp^i^ejd; . * of! to tla« 

tn.wn'* .ixra« -^^ 4 . IT • 3 . ^ - w r/4iTOi 

if >^ttii||st! f iladios 
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biin. tliat *Bew doings for tbe ad^’:aaiteg0 

of ne%v people. The imore' imansweraMe leaBouers 

urged tbat Treby had prospered witkomt ba^hsji and 

it was yiet to seen bow it WonM^ prosper^' -with 
them • while a report that' the proposed natae for 
them was Betkesda Spa^ toeartened to' tho 

whole affair a' biaspheTnoii& aspect. Even Sir 
mils Debarry, who was to have an tinpreo^eilted 
return for the thcynsands he would lay ont,.'on'‘» 
pump-room and hotel, regarded thing ; as a littlel 

too new, and held bac^ for some tbne. 
persuasive powers of the yoiing lawyeryiMirf 
Jefiiiyn^ together with the oppdrtime opening of 
ai stone -y^iiarry, ? triumphed at last ; the' handsome 
buildings were erected, an excellent guide-book’ and 
descriptive cards, surmounted' by vignetA^s^^’ Wero 
printed-, and Treby Magna became ' cc^nseious 
certain faote * in its i own . history of which if had 
previcmsly beem in contented ignorance; " 

‘But it was all in vain. The Spa, for soiiie w 
tericMis reason, did' not sueceedi* Sbrnfe * 
the failure to the i(x>abTninee and the 
to ^ the p^e0,%whi^^ had' had v ruinous’ effedts 'on "^e 
country ^ and odbdrE, who 
dh^inab fcilys of die plan;- ^ • Jonong tbteef ia^f 
Sir* IMasiiniis^^ il^^ii^eff, who! never * ‘fcngave ‘dbe to^ 
persuasive attorney 5= it wa0 Jhrmyn -s fault oiffyf 
that a uselefe® hotel had^ been built, but thjit* 
M&acsimus^’ |b®^Eg straitened for money, had 
lihd i building,’ with the adjacent ’ land - » thfe - 

livery om a lengidease,- ois» the supposiMon 
was* boi turned imlo *a*tenevolent ^oollege^ ^ knd* ha# 
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mux mhT, 

Well' well, I have no objection to that. 
likes our Bishop*: he’s all Greek and greedineeg^ 
too proud to dine with his own father.. You inay 
pepper the bishops a little. But you’ll respect^the 
oonstittitiGn handed down,* &o.— and* you’ll rally 
round the throne^and the Kingy God bless uhiniy 
and the usual toasts, eh?” : , . , , ’ ,;ho 

Of course, of course. I am a ^ Radical only. in 
rooting out abuses.” 

“That’s the word I wanted, my lad!” said thk 
Vicaiv slapping: Harold’s knee. “That’s a spool to 
wind ;a speech on. Abuses is the very word j and 
if anybody, shows himself offended, he’ll .-put the eap 
on, for himself.” . , , : .-o 

“I remove tte rotten timbers,” said Harold^nin-^ 
y^ardly amused, and sutetitute fresh ! oak, rtlmt’a* 

I .^hWell done; my boy! By George^ youth, bA a 
eipeakerd ' , But I say, Harold^ I hopenyoiii’veffgclfei 
a little Latin left. Tins , yotog fDebaaiiry ds^ a tre- 
mendous fellow at the classics, and walks on stilts 
|o>any Lengtln lie’s one ofl the new Conservatives. 
®d ^Sir Maximiis doesn’t understand him at alh” 

M “ That wonT do at the hustings,’’ said Haroldi 
He’ll get knocked off his stilts pretty .quiokly 

mail itfs^^astomshing how well- you’re .up 
feflhe-affiaijiis^^f 0 eounjtry, my boy. But tub xip 
a few quotations — ^ Quod turpe bonis detebat . Cris- 
"pinum ’ — and /that < soseti fbf ■ tWi%r-tju&t' td * show De- 
barry ^ what* you ? I eoisdd > -- do. - if ,you * iikedi • ■ But ^ yom 
want to ride on?” " . — .-h - : 


i 
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Yes ; I have an appointment at Treby. Good- 
bye.’^ 

He’s a cleverisb cliap,” muttered the Vicar, as 
Harold rode away. “When he’s had plenty of 
English exercise, and brought out his knuckle a 
bit, he’ll be a Lingon again as he used to be. I 
must go and see how Arabella takes his being a 
Eadical. It’s a |l^tle ward but a clergyman 
must keep peace in a family. Confound it ! I’m not 
bound to love Jpryism better than ray . own fiesh 
and blood, and- the manot» a 


heathenish, .Brutusdike sgrtj.^pf;; df Provi- 
dence couldn’t^ ^ay 

quarrelling with my'own si&ter’s aonl’’ i 
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'Hvi 


^as'toW, yet^ county too you 'fiit the warmth ’ " 

• ut clostering houses in the; wintry tiihe ; ^ - 1 ^ , » 

Supped wWi a friend, and went by lantern' . , 

let from your fhauiber window you ddiiid Bear^' ''- - 
The tmy bleat of new-ytaued lambs, or see , : I , . , . 

The children bend beside the hedgerow banks ' ' 

To pluck^tte ^ J Y 1 ; 


(' I 


' ' . 1 ’ I'l r 


Tbeby Magna, on which the Eeform Bill had thrust 
the^new honour of being a polling-place, had been, 
at the beginning of the century, quite a ty|.f«,»ld 
market-town, lying in pleasant sleepiness among 
P'een pastures, with a rush-fringed rivea- meander- 
ing through them. Its principal street had variou,g 
^ some and tall- windowed brick houses with wall- 
ed ^dens behind them ; and at the end, where it 
widened into the market-place, there was the cheer- 
^ rough-stuccoed front of that excellent inn, the 
Marquis of Granby, where the farmers put up their 
ggs, not only on fair and market days, but on excep- 
tional Sundays when they, came to church. And the 
church was one of those fine old English structures 
worth tmveUmg to see, standing in a broad ohuroh- 
g with a line of solemn yew-trees beside it, and 
a majestic tower and spire far above the red- 
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&,iird - plirplc' roofe of ' th.© town. It was not larg6 
©notigh. to Hold all tli© parisHionsrs of a pai^ish. which, 
stretched over distant villages' ti!0.d * hamlets ^ bUt 
then they were 'never so' ' tmreasoiiable 'as 'to WilJh 
to be alt in at once,, knd had never complained' thkt 
the space of a large side-ohapel Was taken ^ np 
the tombs of the Debawys, and shut- iti ^hya- haa^- 
some iron screen., h^or when the black !Benedib- 
tines ceased to pray and- cliant in this church/ tvh'ea 
the Blessed Virgin and St Gregory wete ' eip>6li4d; 
the Debanfys'jl as lords of the! manCr, naturally 'feme 
next to Providence and took the place of the saiiitsl 
Long before, that Aime,* indeed/ 4here'^ 

Maximns 'Debai^y Who hald 'hOen at' the fortifying bf 
the old castle, which now 'stood in mins in thlei rhidfet 
of: the green pastures, and with' its "shdMe'iihg'^ WAll 
towards the north: made an' excellent ’stravwa'rd for 


the pigs of Wace.^&i Qo.y breWers of fhe^ oelObrWeti 
Treby: beern!iGWace *'ife ''Co. did not- sta^nd ‘ alone 
in the town as prospetoufS-traders on larg'ef' soafej 
to say nothing of those who had retired ffotoiVbtM-* 
ni^si *,1 and* in no ; country town of dhe ' saine ■ ^hidlf 
as 'Treby was' there' a larg^! proportion' of families 
who ' had handsomW ^Mna ‘^without' * 

hereditary ‘puncH-bowis, and datge - silver ladled With 
a-Quefc-AinnePs/guinealn Such people 

naturally took' tea and supped 'together frequently V 
and as there wafe no professional man or 'trade to'dn 
in iTreby who was nbt * connected by busin ess,^ if nbt* 
% Hlcod, With the farmers of ^ the district, th-e^lHchei* 
sorb; of these were niuch^ -invited, and ■ gave* ' 'inVit^ 
In their tumi ^'Lhey ;^layed ate at 







; .generously, pr^,iaed, ; , Mij, , Pitt atwl , tlie jw* 
.keeping lip, prices religion,, and were rvew 
kninorcne, .about each pther’e propeirty, .having inno]j 
tbft... same . cqy plnasuin in aliugiqns to their : secaet 
•tp, .prchase, ,.as' hlusliing. lasses sametimes 
lwvp..in, jokes about, then- :secret Ipreferenoea,. Th® 
Itentpr was ajways-.of the .Debawy family, associated 
Wte-with, county -people,., and was much, respected 
fort lug. affability ; a-, clergyman who. would have 
taken.toa .lyjth .the towrispeoplo, would ihavoi give® 
a. dangerous «hpck,.to. the, njind.of! a.Treby ChtirA 
WW-. 

i ; ^^»ch) ,jag . the oHffashioneff,. , grassing,. : iforfe^ingi 
Ifjo^ peeking,. leheegerlgading. life of . Treby ; Magnrf, 

until, tjjjerei befell ;new,,oon4ibioiig;;io0in,|)Meating ila 
ffllekiqn ■ Tvith m the . rest; -.off the. Hworld^. taodr .g«i 
W«ni-Bg, tm ; it,!that , higheir.iODnstaOTgnfeeau.....^ 
to< .bring,.. highter., pains. -.Pffst.Kva^ 

mm-, mest, the, wjQikiQg of. tbe.cc^-m, 
ton,., two^.milns, stiadlry^. .the ■ dis^ 

»fii|in®t.whdoh,- suggested to 'a too 

of turning Tmhy 
TOtering-place. So dar- 
W!^;«l^<.wue,nat originated by.a.native Irebian 
. Wg ,la,wym. sfho name from . a distance,’ 
^^^,tbe <hotionary. by heart, andr was. probably, an. 

soil: . of SC^O£|^ifeQdy ^ 023 Ostia PrJ mid • J 

the : Aateh^beu*! in ! btod.cdi!i^eaj 

^4f>oh)r.^fb,egawbth^,ndyeBt, of. unsouna pmeZ- 
aftd:most .retail, 






THE EADIGAL. 


him that -new doings were hsnaliy for tire adTantage 
of new people. The more tmanswerable' T*easo®ers 
urged that Treby had prospered witkonit b^Eths, - and 
it was ybt to be seen how it wouM^ proepei?! .with 
them; while a report that the proposed name for 
them wa^ Bethesda Spa^ > tlireatened to gi-ve^ tto 
whole affair a- blasphemous aspect. Even Sir 
mtis Debarrjj who wvas have an nnprecedeilted 

return for the tlio»iisands5 he wonld taj oot- on -ai 
pninp-room and: hotel,;. regarded the* thing; as.a dittid 
too new, and held back ’ for * some v timbal ^ 
persuasive powers * of theiyoimg iaWyei^ Mini&ithe# 
Jermysn;/ tbgetkeri with I the :dp^drtime <>pgif^ing. af 
ar stone ^Jquariy, 1 irinmp at last; the^ liandsome 
buildings were erected, an excellent guide-book^ and 
descriptive cards, surmounted^ by vign6tl^.f- 
printed, gmd Treby Magna became ’ eofesmons ' g€ 
certain facts; < in its . own history of whieli it f had 
previoasly beem ha content^ ignorancei < ^ ' 

But it was all in vain; The Spa; for 
terious^ reason, did' not sucoeed;* Bbme ^ 
the- failure i to the- :coahmines!'-and the 

^ the peace; which; had^ kadtfuiiaousp -aifedts^^oB 
oowit^«5-'''aiLd-- otfoeffls, who 
bi%inah folly* of the plan;* Among these’ 

Sir Ma^ximms^^ Iwpselfj whoi /never ' * forgave the to^ 
persuasive attorney ; it was dermyn's fault not ouly 
that a lisele^ hotel had been built; but that* he) Biff 
Maximus; jbeing straitened for money, had at last let 
ifee.; building, with the adjacent land lying-* W &b* 
Mvar^ ron; a long lease, on the supposiMon '#iat dt 
waS’ to* be turned into ■ a ^ benevolent . college; • and ' ha# 



68 


FELIX HOLT,; 


seen kimself subsequently powerless to preyent its 
being turned into a tape manufactory a bitter thing 
to any gentleman, and especially to the representa- 
tive of one of the oldest families in England. 

in this way -it happened that Treby: Magna gradu- 
ally passed from being simply a: respectable market- 
town^ — the heart of a great rural distiict,., where the 
trade was only such as had close relations with the 
local landed interest— and took on the more- complex 
life brought by mines and maliufactures, which be- 
long mote directly to the great drculating system of 
the nation - than to the local system to which they 
have been superadded 5 and in this way it was that 
Tiebian ' Dissent ! gradually altered its character. 
Formerly it had beeh»of a quiescent, well 4 o-do kind, 
represented architecturally by a small, venerable, 
dark-tpewed chapel, built by Presbyterians, but long 
<k)cupi^d'by !a sparse congregation ofilndep^tid^ts,’ 
who were as little moved by: doctrinaL2?ealtas their' 
churcb^ing Ueighbonr^, aud^didnofefeelfthems 
defiowt in religioub liberty, dma^uch as they were 
not; hindered ,£roM loccasiohally = slumbeiing in their 
pews^ and.vs^ere:not obliged to, go regularly to the 
w^efclj prayer^neetihg-! . But when stone-pits and- 
(K)al-pitsimadie; new hamlets that threatened to spread 
^■ftOithe very* 'town, when the tape^weavers came 
Wittb bhein news-reading, inspectors and book-keepers,! 
the Indep^dent chapel began to be filled with eagek 
ahd' women, to whom the exceptional possessioif 
o^Hebgious t4nth was . the Condition' which- r^con^jiled' 
a meagre existence, and made them feel hat 
^e^^e^allmnoe? with: the unseen but supreme rule of 
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a world- in wHoli tkeir o^n ^visible part was small. 
There were .Pissenters in Treby now'wlio conld not 
be regarded by the Church people in the light of old 
3Qeighbours to whom the habit of going to chapel 
was an innocent^ unenviable inheritance along with 
a particular house and garden, a tan-^yard, or a 
grocery business — Dissenters who, in - their rtum, 
without meaning to be dn the least abusive, spoke 
of the high-bred Rector as a blind leader of the blind. 
And Dissent was ^not the only thing dhat the times 
had altered ; prices had fallen, poor-rates JoAd -ris'eir, 
rent aud;. tithe were not elastic enough,. v and. dhe 
farmers fatssori^wi had ^become lean ; he ; began* to 
speculate ron causes, and to trace things back, to 
that : causeless mystery, the cessation of one-pound 
daotes. , Thus, when political 'agitaffeion swept in 
great current through the , country, Treby ■ ^Magna 
was pre,pared - to, vibrate. , The Catholic Emancipa- 
tion Bill openedihhe eyes of neighbours, and (made 
them aware how very injurious they were toi each 
other « and to the welfare of mankind generaify. 

Tiljpt, th^ Church' spirit-merchapt, kne w mb wl * >tHat 
Mjr Nuttwood^ tjhe obliging gjrooer, w^as-one of those 


rjissuuters, ^ Deists, ^ Sociniamsy* Bapists^, i and i 

iUileague to^ destroy: the Contstitutioii/" A 
retired old; Leudcm- -tradesman^ tiv^ho was believed to 
understand politics,/ said that, thinking people » must 
wish George the Third alive again in all his. early 
vigour of mind ; and even the. farmers becamie less 
piaterialistic in dheir view off^eaujses^ anditfeferrOd 
papchf to' tho.;%euoy qf i the devil |auid.^^4heuTl]ish 
J^pmapfS* The ;• BjO^or, * Bev, i Augiustua^Debaruy 







a &e -specimeH of fho' oM-fesMoiifed aris’toomtio 
rdbi^jman, preaching shoii: sermons, •anderstandidg 
^iimsiness, and acting liberally about his tithe, had 
nerer before found himself in collision ^with Dis- 
senters 5 but now he began to feel that these people 
*wei'e a nuisance in the parish, that his brother’ Sir 
Maximus must .take care lest ^they should get land 
4o build more cdiapels, and that it might not havie 
been a i bad thing if the law liad- furnishbd him as 
a magistrate with a power *of putting a Stop to- the 
|K^itical sermons offthe Ibdepeudent preacher, ^whicK, 
antlreir way, were as pernicious' Sourcee ^f^^UtoxieB- 
ifeiouttasM the beerhouses. The Dissenters, • on their 
isld% were laot .disposed to saerihce the cause of truth 
tod ^eedom to a temporidiUg^ndlduess of ianga£ig4 
but they defended themsel^^es from the eharg© of 
®e^ious mdifference, and solemnly disclaimed ‘ ahy 
lac^'^-BisfeetatiohS’ that tCatholicS were' hMy ito foe 
to^ed-^-^nierging^ ‘On 'the ’contrary, lhat they #efe 'toot 
ifeo hopefeb abotot iProtestantS’ ® ^ho * adheifed ' to a 
bibated .and' wor^dify- 1 ftrelacy. ^ ’ - ■Thus Trefoy^ Magnto, 
^wMich' .had/' hvbd ^ 3(|iBietly itinough ^reht 4arth- 

of the ^ Preirch Se’^dlutibh and^ the ' apolfoontb 
^®ws,' '^Aidh had' 'remained unmtoved the iiighfcik 
i4i.]pm,f.:itodHsaw(iMttlei4n-M Cdbbetfs '^^Weehl^ 

that he held^ eccentric* views aSbotot 
p0tato4^,^%i^g:an ^aft* dast ‘ tb know- the higHet'paiirs of 
ajdto pdlit^tcah cosstcto^^^Gss 5' latod thie devele|)itoetoLt 




if 




’'‘Tbtytt Whigj atid- Radical 
^felnot iperi^^ifoe^ome' follarer W^eir^&eftmtioto'df 
eiadfeifother^ivfout'* the ‘m seemed ao^js^e' {?e 
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^roTig . a std,nofp oi iionour of . infaioy ^ iitati ^ definrfi 
woiilti ofily Iiavo woakoBod tli© ixiipre&sio'n, to 
the slioHjand easy Haothod of ppieiorlB bj 

the i personal .chaaracter ,of those who heid’ihein, il? 
■was liable to be mtiok frastrated in Trefe^. 
Ifappened in that particular town that the Reforrrffii^/ 
were not all of thdiA lar^e-he«grted patriot® m 
loyefs of jnstice^ indeed^ one. of them, iki the 
n^fdst of tlie Agitation, was detected in using une^i^l^ 
scales^ — -a fact tb wMch many Tories pointed^ 
di^iist aa showing plainly enoughy 
argument, that the cry for a . ^l^ainge - iti the‘ re^?^< 
s^|it^iyei;sy®lc^" wdsihoMpow-'tiiHo^Ihry^ > ’Again, 'Ihe 
Tpiie^ w^Sre^ being all oppressors, disp^lsed 

to grind down the working classes into ber^fesri' 
and; it , was undeniable tlmt the m^>eotor .^ th# 
riaaiaufafCtory,ri who 'spoke , with muclt * efecfu^ke « * 

the* extension of the safftage, was a i]K)tie tynmniciiiv 

personage th^ Open-handed Mr WaoOy whose 'cMi@l 
ppSitic a 1 tenet : was,, tiiat it wiis all • nonsenfee . 

men yotes when they had no stake iin 
Onithe otheTi hand, I thhre were d4)B®e Tori^ wit) g®pth 
th-emsekves ^ A* - deal ^ of ■ i lleiMre -‘.fe iatesti ^ 

orites, .Eadh^l^» . J>issdiiterSy atidi ageism '= geg^rdfclyt* 
liprt s mflambdi "fa^ess^^ dbeW 

ffanhne^* in expressing a- wkh to borrow, ‘certhinly 
did , not mark them out stron^y as holding apiiio!^* 
likely to save s^kciety. ^ ^ 

i The t Reformer 8r had triumphed : it ’ was: cl^ ^ii?t ’ 
the ; wheels: were gbing whither they' wwm 
apdf »tbey werb in fine sphits for exhtikm.- ’But if 
th#y were ptdHng tew^rds the countey^s rr^fe;? ther^i 
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wa*s itlie more need for others to htog on behind and^ 
get the wheels to stick if possible. - In Treby, as 
elsewhere, people were told they must rally'’ at 
the coming election ; but there was now a large 
number of waverers-^men of flebcible, practical minds, 
who. were not : such bigots as to cling to any views 
when a good tangible reason could be urged against’ 
them 5 while some regarded it as the most neigh- 
bomrly thing to hbld a little with ‘both sides, and 
were not sure that ‘they should rally or vote at all. 
It sbemed ah invidious thing to vote for one gentle-^ 
man rather than another. ’ • . *■ ? , - > ' , * i, 


o.iihnse;. social- changes in Treby pirish are com-'^ 
j^iatiwely public* * piatters,- and ! this history is chieflyl 
conceited with the. private! lot of‘ a fewdnem and 
w^en;. but theip is no b^^ivate ’ life Which* has nob* 
ton^detennined by a^wider^publdo: life/ ironi 'the’ 
time IS When the primeval : milkmaid had' to- ’wander ■ 
w^h • i the. - Wandenhgs ■ bf ; her; • clau^ ^ ; bec^u’^e the cow 1 
dbe^miiked swas * enb ^ nf a herd which' had made' &e ’ 


pasture* bare, t » Even inf ^that Cpnsetvatory existence ^ 
where the fam Ganafellia ds / * sighed Tor i by ' the noblb ' 
yci^g Binje^appie/' neh of them needing to care ' 
t the frost or rain, outside, - therd ^ ds a» ' nethet - 
1 of hot-wa^ri ipipes ^ liable^ ^dtoool ’ do Wn bn ‘ 
a ^hi^'.of ,the gardeners-or a scarcrty of 'coad. ^And’ 
the- Idres we are ^ about < to ? look? back* ti|KMa' do ^ hoti * 
belong to those conser v atory ^^spec^es : * they arb = 

ito^ ^ndnrb lall 



^ toithe weatker of il832vrt;he'Efi,dki6l 

that » thei ^ electricai 
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oloTids in til© political lieiiiBphBrfe would produce 
Tiiiusual perturbations in organic existoncOj and’ be 
would perhaps have seen a fulfilment of his i^marfc- 
able prophecy in that mutual influence’ of 
destinies , which we shall; see gradually unfolding* 
itself For if the miled political conditions -of ‘Treby 
l^agna had* not been acted on by the passing- of) the> 
Eeform Bill,: Mr • Harold Transome would not have^ 
presented himself as, a candidate for North Loam;- 
shire, Treby , would not have been a polling-place, 
Mr Matthew iJerwyn Would not have been on a&ble« 
terms with a Dissenting : preaiohefi and his floolpi, indi 

would nOtihafve 'bebn placarded 
with handbills, more or less complimentary and re- 
trospective — conditions in this case essential to the 
where,” and the ^^what,” without which, as the 
learned know, there can he no event whatever. 

For example, it was through these conditions that 
a young man named Felix Holt made a considerable 
difference in the life of Harold Transome, though 
nature and fortune seemed to have done what they 
could to keep the lots of the two men quite aloof 
from each other. Felix was heir to nothing better 
than a quack medicine ; his mother lived up a back 
street in Treby Magna, and her sitting-room was 
ornamented with her best tea-tray and several 
framed testimonials to the virtues of Holt’s Ca- 
thartic Lozenges and Holt’s Eestorative Elixir. 
There could hardly have been a lot less like Harold 
Transome’s than this of the quack doctor’s soti, 
except in the superficial facts that he called him- 
self a Eadical, that he was the only son of his 



mvm ' HOSTS ‘ 


his houife" 

with id^as *andh r£ia€fl'v?es un^^ a 'llittid' disturbino' to- 
tfetiim>thar'^Mmiiidi; ■: • '’m! .,- .'‘--m 

u;B^ Mrs -HiDltv^unlike ^Mrs'lVansome^ umiot 
disposed! d:o her troubles, and wtrs not'wkhotii 
a' boriiselior ’imfeo whose' *ear ' she ■ *coiild^ ^ poiir thbml’ 

On -this. 2d- ©f Sejitember^‘ when Mr Harold* Ttanseth© 
had:ihadrhis>first interview with J^rriA^BS^ind when 
Ae* attomejr'/went bade to his office with ne\w riewB^ 

o£ canvassing in his*inindi''Mrs^ Holt had. piit bit her 
bomet as* early as nine .o’blook hr', tli^ ’mOrnihg, and! 
had gone to see the Be.v. Rnffia %6h, -nlintster of 
tihdvlkd^pendeiit Chapel usually spoken of as '^^ Malt-' 

tlTairdt/ss-i' ' ‘■i,r I ' ii ■ > ■ i . * 

odi »;*1 hii h! iu iH 

V;!i .rrjii • ',,J j [,.■ . - : ■ 
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Mb Lvok Medfa sai eolgeW 

i6lerk’&» .ad^oiiiingMtlie > .e«% wMoh ■ M 

ito'tli6s0iil4)el.¥«r4' ' 'IDkeiiidw FOsperi*!)rs o£0i«Be^ 

at IVeby had led t6 an ' enlargement of the - 
which absorbed all extra funds and left ■ none sfoh tte 
enlargement of the mini^eds- incbmk' iHe - sartlAfe 
morning, -as nsnali in a bw-tipstiairs room, called bfe 
studvj'which^ 'byiineanS'Of a^oloset capablffl'bf hold- 
ing Ms bed, served also’ as a sleeping-rswal. ®he 
'■boolc-shelT0s did not suffice for his storesof old 
•whibh'ky'dbouthim'in piles so arrafagedAs to l^hve 
MrroW' 'laneb' ibefween ihem jilfor th©'’mini&te!r Huas 
much given. tto'^swalfeing atei!tt'!dulring.''his-hpnipibf 
imeditatioh, andlvery ndrrow passaged serve 
.'MiSfhi^ ^BsaS-’.-legs,'’ utaeneumfewed bj^’ ahy 'other 
drapery than ' bid bladlt Silli stockings 'and the flex- 
ible, though prominent, bows of black ’ribbon' thdt 
tied his knee-breeches- He was walking ahont 
now, with his hands clasped behind him,' 'afliaMtode 
m which ' his body seemed to bear about’ "the 4kme 
proportion to M«' head As ' tW lower' part of .a "Stone 
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Hermes bears to the carven image that crowns it. 
His face looked old and worn, yet the curtain of hair 
that fell from his bald crown and hung about his 
neck retained much of its original auburn tint, and 
his large, brown, short-sighted eyes were still dear 
and bright. At the &st glance, every one thought 
him a very odd-looking rusty old man; the free- 
school boys oftelt hooted after him, and called him 
“ Revelations ; ’’ and to many respectable Church 
people, old iLyon^s httle.legs and large head seemed 
to make Dissent additional!}^ preposterous. But he 
was too short-sighted to notice those who tittered iat 
lh^ln^^^-too absent horn the world of small ,, facts ^and 
impulses in .which titterers live. ; , With ■ Satan 
.to, la^ue against on inatters of vital experience as 
welh.^as of church government, witlr great teMs to 
mfeditate on, which seemed ; to get deeper as he tried 
-lol fethom, them, it had never occurred to him to re- 
boot what s^uit of iniage his. small person made on 
retina : of a, lighfmincled beholder. ; The good 
ted. his. ire ^nd his egoism; feut they existed 
only as the red, heat which gave force .to /his helief 
and teaching. . . He was susceptiblierconoerning 
■the> true , office, of deacons in the primitive -Cltoch, 

and..hie.,8malh^^n^^^^ was, j tod,, fcomh head 

'^^ -ot/%the tonciissionMof an ai^unaeirt to', which 


when 


^WtiiOjanswer,; Jn feet, theionlv 

md tp.be ,i!®$llj.^)pnseiQus,<^,lii§: body, 

;WWe tfpwibled und€fflt]ie.,.pB6sSTlre,pf gome 




‘ ' I 't* : ’.t.'l , J 1 


-.^Se- .jyas . .meditating, ^ oft. 'tbe ..te^t „for . big: S,TOday 

:.»9SHtiS Bermp^, “ And all .the people , said,. Awa® 


J7 

; 
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. — bj me^e miistard-seed of a.t4:^%jwHoJXfkad spHt^lit 
first only into two divisions^ :^’ ,W]mtiwa« .said^^ and 
Who said it 5 ’’ , Ibut thesfe sgrowi^ 'into a 
many-branohed diseoursey. and ;th@.iproacli©r'jS!^^s 
dilatedj and a smile 'played ab^nt hk month. fcilly > as 
his manner was, when he felt, happily inspdredj. he 
had begtin. to utter his thonghts alond 
.measure and cadenoO habitneih, toi him, ohangiiig. from 
a r^pid but distinct undertone i to a -loud emphatic 


ralkntando. ■ ' L;;,: -r. '*d 

/ : brethreir,- do * you. think 

raiseianiJsrael by eaehim;an'i&;w1aiting:tOiSayi^an|€^f 
till his neighbours had said 'amen? Rbvyon,. think 
there '’v^il-l m&x \ he a /great* shOnt for the tight-^the 
shout of a nation as of one man, rounded and whole, 
like the voice of the archangel that bound -together 
all the listeners of earth and heaven— if every; Chris- 
tian of you peeps round to see what his neighbours 
in good coats are doing, or else puts his hat before 
his face that he may shout and never be heard? 
But this is what you do : when the servant of Crcid 
stands up to deliver his message, do you lay y Our 
souls beneath the Word as you set o^xt your plants 
beneath the falling rain? No; one of you sends 
his eyes , to all corners, he smothers his soul with 
small questions, ^ What does brother -Y* think?’ 
^ Is this doctrine high enough for brother Z. ? ’ 
^ Will the church members be pleased?’ And an- 
other — “ — n 
- Here tlie door was opened, and old Lyddy, the 
minister’s servant, put in her head to say, in a tone 
of despondency, finishing with a groan, Here is Mjrs 
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iHolt* fwatetiing *to ^peak to you 5 she says she comes 

kwifc of season, but i she's in troiiMe.” “ i i 

. ^‘ Lyd 4 y," said Mi' Lyon, falling at once into a 

quiet conversational tone, if you are wrestling with 
the enemy, let me refer you to Ezekiel the thirteenth 
aM' (twenty -second, and beg of yon not to ga*oari. 
It is a stumbling-block and offence to my daughter’; 
ske wouid take noi broth yesterday, because she said 
yesi had ctied’ into it. ' Thus you cause the truth to 
be lightly spoken of, and make the enemy rejoice, 
if your faceache gives him an advantage, take a 
little warm ale* with' your meat — ^,1 do not gnadge 
iheiinoney.”' ' ' • ^ 

■ If d thought my drinking warm ale would hinder 
.phedidear Miss Esther fk)m speaking liglit-^but she 
hates the ^ smell Of it.’' ^ ‘I 



- f Answer not ;again, Lyddy, but send up Mistress 

•T^iiyddy blosed the dobr imm’ediately. ' * ‘ » ' ' - 
" flack grace to^^deal with these Weak sisters,^' 
feaid Ihe ^imnisfeer^^hgaha' thinking aloud, and walking. 
fffThOirl needs lie too much 1 out of ^ the trenok Of miy 
and 1^0 ' 'me often unawares.' iMSstress 
ismiother < who darkens ■ counsel by ^^ords- with- 
4 ;^t^khowle(ige^^< and angefr^ the reasoiil of the nU'tural 
isiaa!9ii.^Miarfl, gij^e me paAneeJ My sins were heavier 
1'Hhis‘^wOEnaxi'S‘follyi- Gome-hfe', Mrs Holt 

He hastened to disencumber a chair of Matthew 
8 enry’s^^<3bmihedtai7,''and^^ his visitor be 

tated. Slie-' ^dideriy woman', dresSed- = in 

‘h tighl-brdwn front' and a* blacfc-’^ hand 


V. 
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Slia 

» 1 her selB in j it .witit soibe ^ eaiphasis, 
fi^^dly Ml tharoppomte 



as hrart^ arid ai^* 


jyLj<vc 5 «ui: j upptjtsiufe? W||ix - m±wm «■ -juiu 

mtetativla iaxprasak)!!^ ’ Mr 

» the : chair ’ agaimt . hte said waited ' wi 
the resolute resignation of a<’ 
to / undergo « * ^ 


» .ii&lt 

^ J 



§peak^' ii.:^.' 

You have something on 

he 


j “i I ; ; ( I i'V^i ' ‘ jl"''''' ■* ' 'i' 


lat 


•) 'U 

\ \ih 


J have, sir, el^ I 



k ui--> 


n 







known, to you, Mr LyosB^ih^ Wy huB^ 
band, :]!^ \^Holh ' the ‘north, aiii wm a 

member in Matthoiise Yard long 
to be .pastor of it, which wias ^ seven 
Michaelmas. It’s the tm A, Mr i^on, and I’wa ^nat 
that woman to sit here aiid say it if it wasn’t tnae.” 

Certainly, it is trua” 

And if my husband had been alive when 
come to preach upon trial, heil have been ^ 

3)adge of your gifts as Mr Nuttwocal or' Mar 
thouigh whether he’d dmve agreed with somt.^ 
your doctrine wwn’t high enough, I can’t- say. 
myself, 'I’ve my opinion about high doctrine 
« . “;Was it my preaching you came to- speak about?* 
^aid the minister, hurrying in the question. 

No, Mr Lyon, Fm not that woman. But tids I 
foruny husband died before your tin^, that 
h#|had a Wondeihil gift in pmyer, as the old meml>em 
kr¥)W, if anyI>ody likes to ask dm, not felieving 
my words ; and he believed himself that the receipt 
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fe-:th 6 ' Oanoer Ciirei which I’ve' sent oiit in bMtIes 

till ihis very last; April before-'September as nowasn 

and:, have: bottles standing by’ me, —he believbd- it 
was seat to him' in-answ#’ to prayer ; and nobody 
om. deayUt, for he -prayed. most regular,! and read out 
of the green* Bible.” . ? 

Mrs.. Holt paused, Appearing -to think that Mr 
Lyon had been successfully confuted, and should 
show ^ himsMf . icenvinoed. , . 

“Has any one been aspersing your husband’s 
character ’said Mr Lyony with a slight ■initiative 

owards that relief of groaning for which he had 
reprbved Lyddy. , ; , ,, 

, _ ‘f Sir, thay,.aapedn’d! Hor.' though he ' was a taiari 
ofc.-praiyen;,, he. .'didnl* .<ivahh. skill- and • knowledge to 

fii^ things ■outf.fon hiHiffelf-y .asd that was what E 
used.to say. to..TOy &iends..wheiif they wondered.'At 
ing ,a : man .from 1 Lancashire, with, no tradh 
«.r Wt wto Wd got fa hii,i,»d. , 

k . “ Juddlhavei been atifortuhe to-'-ahy- 

bp%y^:and .there. was!. i 3 l 4 n>.i-a 3 one..said-it was'-as- 
^dj.te alWosd,< 0 #/^hy 4 ioi-itehear.Lim..taIk ;,.not 
^»whrt«tte„gtt..him into.itt®uble.dh.-.'ijanodshire, 
bu« he always, ■.sdid;l:^i.the wp®lti' cams toi'the’wcrst 
^^ld.gffl , ahddpfetanh-. % ittha,qblacfe- . ' I BUt ^ te 

and Has; 




tiitil- Tot!' 




1 ' 1 / , y' " 

■ . I j til ,t * -'i 


So^fciitfenphp^,tfe-ytnig^ . 

,,«.,*kigs.',whffi^yiW!®Mhi^..hdify lok.knd 

Let fas%riefi as^worf te- 

rs^e.iknotishj^-.ewttf’l.., ■ .,f ...lOi 
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< Well ai -rlgM:io <speak''ta,isti5r- ^hvijx^^. 

oteaotet’ ; and HJxdJ one of^ your ooidgregation, 

I iin riot * a crinrQli' ; nkeinber^ > fdt I * .was bom iii . 'Wa^t 
General Baptist ^^onrieotion;: as^for being 

without works, there^'-a Unan})'-,- I' 4 aresay; oanJt I »<3Lci>f 
without that’ doctrin'fe ^i^brit l thank tire Lord I: ntevor? 
needed to pat mJ/selfi^nia loTel with! thej thloL-on I'ya^fef 
cross. IVe done duty, and riaore^. if anyboci^jr 
comes to that; for Tve gone without my bxti.,o£. 
meat^ to mak^** broth fotj a^siek neighbour^ afaCci” ’ i£ 
there's-' riny d>£ dhe chrirch bnenofbers ' say 
the-same^d’d ^k theiri- ifuthey had tlte ..sanfei^ 
^ei^ts&fcaoh)>as l^hawei^ e-^elr 

the tight, thing, ’aiidnior^, for gwd-natureddi^lwa^e 
was ; arid I little -thought, After being respeoted<^ 
everybody,.! should dome, to be Teproaohed^^by-tia^jsr.. 
GW® somi -Arid' -Iny - husband p saidj when >: hd ^ wia^ * 
dying-^^Mtry,’' he' said^.^the Elixii\ and thd/iPill^^ 
and the Cure Will sup^rt you, ior idieyWe 
name in all the country round, ‘ and you Id pra^y^ s £<1^333 
a blessing on them.' And so I have idonej ' 
and to. say they’re not good medicines^ 
been taken for fifty miles round; by ; high and low^i 
and rich and poor, and- nobody speaking mgAiri^ 
bnt JDir Lnkin^ ituseems to me it’s a flying in tkjB f£a.C 5 ^f 
of Heaven ; for if it wa^ wrong to take the mediciiio^^ ? 
oonldm't the blefesed Lord liave stopped it ? ” > 

Mrs Holt was not given to tears p shd* was- 
Sustained by consoibus) unimpeachableness, <an 3 ; 
an' argumentative tendeuQy which usnallyupb^ofel^;? 
th|©.too great activity of thedaohrymal glaii 4 pb-eveir- .- 
thalesB her eyes had become moist, liler fingef^ 


I - t, ?-A I 
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on kep ifenee in g^n^ agitated mainer^ atid 6h^: 

piRcfcdd a bit of her gowni.aiMi heldlit with gi,^ 
nieety betwieen heir thumb ^ and,: finger. Mr Lyo^i 
however, . by* Ksteniag , attentively, ,had begmr <partfo 

to' diviiie tV'Sonlrce of her! trouble., ;• , , ,1. I'.r 

■'■•‘JAm J iwromgt ih, .gathering from what, yon mC 
Mistress H®lt,!.thjat your 'son. has. objected, ini sbin% 
w^,;tp(:!ybur.fsaie;.Qf. yom? late husbandfs me*, 

I “'Mr iiyori,:;.be!s ■inafiterful beyond everything,) 
and 'he ■ talirs rBore,. than this father, did. .I’ve igeHj. 
my , reason, Mr Lyon, .and; if. anybody., talks, sensts 
Woait folioiw^-.him ; blit -Felk . tallks ,.so, wild, an.! 
oduteididt®) ihiiSijnabtb®r.!..i And.iwhat d© yoiu' thiifc 
l»»shy6#-afte* gME^ upihis.fprentic6ship,;ahd .gohig 
c#ot0dste(iy,iat':€llas^ow,-.m(il- getting tlirowgh alb 
of (money his; father' sated for his bringing, 
.hats; all/ hit leamihg. come to ?!/ He sayi, 
nWeh opbn mj BiWe; ; for, it’s as bad .poison 
te-toe.. M tl© pilfo -are' to. .half, tW ■ people as swallowi 

Mr -.LycwirWl. 

toijiifliiimiilAl «ioir^,«fly®,,j to ibeliev4' that. --Tm 
I'.'e«ptw»e ,'a:iehristiarn.,can understand itlie. word o’! 
God ’w*-«mt...gmng!toi®aeg6w,;and .there’a.. feists- 
about! oinfmenh and-jmedomejiand titfere’sl 
d^ 9 ^ 6 *«^ht! 4 wWej bepnf.mado;/foF A iwibeipt 'iDf finv. 
^n#s^&..,j«ett.amifuitl«ad 4.rid*,.afad) ildlt’s. 


cM 


!fiaBerw©ar. i ‘1 iP>Yr;.» Nr. 


YO 


/' n.wi . /]/ 


^ '^doimhword»s»«iBtre8s> .Hehdl, daid 


She.. , wbrd i €fod. • has- ,tb •' . satisfy , thd Iwfe»fe 


XaiE . iKA'DKJAlL. 


ji^ede of His peoitile,! like the; rain isirti tfa^' suMliitie 

winch no, man .must 'think - to 'be'-rheant -for his 

own patch of’ see'd-ponnel solely; ■ WiH it l^ht bo 
,well tliat I should ®ee your- wu, t^hk wi#t Mtn 
.QXi these matters ? He was at chapel, I‘dbser^ed, 
anad ! I suppose I aru • to * be his pastor/ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

, : That HvaS what I wanted; to ask you,’Mt*^Ijytm. 
For perhaps heTl listen to you, and not talk you 
■down isis he ’does his pooir ^mothort For after WO'd 
been to ehapel, he ‘spoke ’better cd* you thah lie dbeb 
, 0 £ most i he said, you was a &e 
.old-fashioned . > Puritan — h© uses dreadful laiigiiage, 
Mr Lyon ; but I saw he didn’t nieah'you’’ii4, for' all 
.that-MiiHe Ciils- most ifolW religion rottenness^ and 
yet anothettime heTb tell me I ought to’ feel *my^eSf 

do GoeVs wilt a^id mbt mydwn.’’ 
it’s my belief he says first ^TO-e-tlimg '^nd fchen^ 
<)tiie(tbOnlyMt 0 ,afeuse>Msim iGr eke- hek‘ going 

^>bi:^,hfead,iiaBd must be* sent to a "s^diAnv But if 
hNSl writes to the ‘Nortdf Loamshire Herald^ 4r^t,* 10 
i^elli eiY^ryboiiy dlife medicines are ^od 
Ip## cansi[!#f¥eir ketp bimtaBd*niysdlf?^’ bin 

‘hipificf feWl-foehifo#o«€^ if* hb^/wil Nboni’e 
see ’ tine • i&is * eveipikig/1 - said ‘Mr ^ 'Lyon, mot wifh- 

of The 'yduni^' xhan', 
whose ten^fliagef ? dhout i the ‘ preadh^r ’ in Malthouse 
Yard did not seern to him to he altogether dreadM- 
Meanwhile, my friend, I counsel you to' eond' ttp 
a ’supplication, which I shall not fail to offoir' 
that you thay receive a 8 |)irit of hiiiniTity ’aiid’^^dl^ 
mksiom, so that you may not be hindered: from* s'ce- 
ingUnd followiBg the;Ti)mkie'giiidanhe in thid mattet 
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false lights of pride arid obstinacy. ' Of thii? 
:wheu^ I iave spoken with jour son.” < * 

, : ^il’m ,n# proud or obstinate^ Mr Lyon. I never 
did say I ^as everything that was bad, and I never 
wid-- „ , And ^i'rhy this . trouble should nie 

above everybody else — for I haven’t told yon all. 
He’S' made himself a journeyman to Mr Prowd the 
Apaal^er-r-after all this learning— and he says 
the’jl gP’iwith patches on his knees, and he shall like 
himself, the. bette. . And as for his having little 
hoys to teach, they’ll come in all weathers with 
dirty shoes. If it’s madness, Mr Ljoni, it’s no use 
y^u^^ltelking to him.” . M ‘ ' ' ' • ! 

f,jii^‘ ^ev?sbalhsee4^ Perhaps it may even be the dis- 
working ipf • grace within! him. W e- must not 
Jjcdge. rashly.:- Many. eminent iservants of (Jod hawe 
ted by ways as strangei” : i ' * ! • - o 

..^ ,f,tThenll’m sorry for * their- rdotheis, that’s all, 'Mr 

‘"■j ' 'i • 

.jjyon^i; ap^djall the. more if they’d been well-spokeia- 
^9|i iWiCincn^ , s ■ • ^For - not ; my biggest enemy, ' whether 
it’s? ! he , tor she^ .. if they’ll ^ sp 4 ak the trhth^ ■ ean turh 
round and say' d’ve) 3 deserved 'this troubloi And 
pverybpdy gets their' due/ 'and people’ib dbings 
are - spoke . of on jthe ? house-tops, as ? the Bible Says 
vdlbfooj it! 11 be knownwhatipTe goiie* through 
medieines-T-the pounding and 'the pour- 
ing, ,,a^d thfi letfag stand,: s and the^ weighMg^-^p 
early ajjrd ijowm latetr^there’S nobody kndwh yetbut 
Qpj® Iha^te wcOrth kndw j ahoL ithe pastingrpl tha 
-^ntcd;Iab0lSjii right :side Tapwarda^ / There’s 

would . havle .gone,, through - with . it'^ and it’s 
r^^ii^ablje tq think - it’ll ; be made up do ■ Wei For! df 
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there’s promised and purchased blessings, I should 
think this trouble is purchasing ’em. For if my 
son Felix doesn’t have a strait - waistcoat put on 
him, he’ll have his way. But I say no more. I 
wish you good morning, Mr Lyon, and thank you, 
though I well know it’s your duty to act as you’re 
doing. Uii I never troubled you about my dwn 
soul, as some do who look down on me for not being 
a cliurcli member.” 

“Farewell, Mistress Holt, farewell. I pray that 
a more powerful teacher than I. am may , ixistnict 

you.” 

The 3pm. wes closed, and the much-tried Bufu s 
walked about again, saying aloud, groaninglj 

“ This woman has sat under, the (hospel all her 
life, and she is as blind as a heathen, and as proud 
and stiff-necked, as a Pharisee ; yet she is -one of -the 
souls I watch for. ’Tis true that even Sara, the 
chosen mother of God’s people, showed a spirit of 
unbelief, and perhaps of selfish anger; and- it is a 
passage that hears the unmistakeable signet, ‘doing 
honour to the wife or woman, as unto the weaker 
veBsaL^ For therein ,i& the greatest check put on 
the ready scorn of the natural man. • 
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GHAPTER V. 


l^<>f!tT2^N. Sif, there^s a hiiri^’ in the A^eihs of 

That Hiakes a vice of virtue by exces^. 
2 d CiTizte. What if the eoolneas of our tardier veins 
Be loss of virtue ? 


1st Citizen, 

’'■’’Gin?' f: ■ ' 

.,4, i ,, 

2d CiTizEir, 

^ ' -f « 

” f - . i 

( 

i t ! ?' J 't ’ i I ' K t, ,t ! . 


All things cool with ttme — ^ • j 
The son itsdf, t^ey say, till h^t shati iliid * ' ' ' 
A Jevd, Nowhere ki .exLcess,- ; ; . • ; 

’Tis a i>oor climax, to my weaker thought, 


Ijte© sTeniii^y wheii Mr i li/yon was * expBOtiii^ 

door ifett wouM ^ annoiuSioe’ * P€di3i H©lly- 
ke dcoopied his oashroidoss aim-Chto ffi-the* sittings 
mKmij wft was" ’skifianiHlg* ' rapidly/ > ik ■ Ms- shoitt^gii^^ 

on^/ cakdlo/ tHo^ ’ of ^ W 
rais^iMary roport, eiMttMg oecyai8k>iia4y ’SligM 
that appeared fJo be'exprfessivo of cri 4 ieisrfi 
lathor than of approl^feOiH * * roo^" Wias ^l^ 

faMsted, tho onij ofojoots indicating an intention of 
c^naSierEt being a bookcasey a map of the Holy Landy 
an engraweid portrait of Dr Doddridge, and a black 
brast wi& a cc^onred iaoOy which: Ibr some reason or 
o&er was oow^^ed with green gaii2ie, ^et. any one 
wM>se attention w^ <|nite awake 'must hawe been 
aw^?ey ewen on enteringy of certain things that were 
iiiei^«0ipwns With the general air of scaafererre^ a^d 
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-pri vatioB^ • There waB e. ^ delioatls Bomt of datied rosei- 

katbs; the light' by; whioh the mmkter wais^ rdading 

was wax ;-icaB(ile in a : white i ear then ware^ oalndler 

» "•* 

stick, and the table on the opposite side of 'Ifebe fee- 
place held adainty workrbasket frilled with blue fearfcin. 

■ Mix Holt, when he entered,! was not -in an obsear- 
^ant ihood; iand when,! jafterj '.seating himseliii at ; ttke 
minister’s invitation,} near the little {table which! Wd 
the work-basket,', he stared at the wax-candle i oppo- 
site to , him, he did i m without any - wonder > ost' • oout 
stdousness tihah thes i candle was Inoti of talldw.- » < ' But 


the . mhhster-s seiisiti’^einessi 

,^ 5 a:^erwihi^! be divinedi rather’ than saw ' 5 
and in Arm lest - this inconsistent extravagance 
should obstruct liis usefulness, he .hastened to say-^ 
You. are doubtless amazed to see 


lighh njy young frieiid ;:but. ithte hnditd^iucsastybis 
paid f 6 r .withs the - eemihgs rf ^my daiughtOr^ who is 
so delicately framed that thotsmeb of taUow -kf.lbath- 
some to her,’’ . ' 


1; hecdod uot the cixndle, sir. . 1 1 tib^hk i ffiewe® 
Is am not . a! mouse' to have a nose that -takMs noMfee lof 

l^aX.?to:talloW.f’;^ -i:--; b ■ rs! ’■* ii ,,nii 


, .{The loud- abrupt -tones rhad:e the 
a little. !. He had ’ been; stroking his obim gentllfMbe- 
fore, - with- a isense /thart he i must be? s very ;<|uiet! .and 
deUbemte in his . treatment of the eeoeniric. young 
mah f. but now, -quite unrfeflectmglyA'he Hrdw^ifoiBtfo 
p A of I! spectacles,!, which ih^ was Ihv the ibaMtriof 
♦WheitI b^'/want^ toi obsi@r.ve! Hs mteFlecuiettr 




:j, i f * -V,' . j //!?«. ih'jfOlt I 




And I myself, in faMpxamtK 
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he lie opened and adjusted ‘liis- glasses, H 

tliai 'I have a sufficient light "on iny booL” : *Her@ 
hk krge eyes looked disceiningdy Lhrongh the 
spwtacleB. /A ■•/I-; 


** 'Tis the quality of the page you care aboutj 'nof 
of the candle,’' said Felix, smiling pleasantly ehotigh 
at his inspector, “ You’re thinking that youihaye a 
ix^ughly-writtaa ps^e before you now.” . ^ ‘ • r .1 ■ 

That Was true, *The minister, acciistoined to tho 
i^speetable air of provincial townsmen, and especially 
to the sleek ’well -clipped gravity of his own inaio 
oongregation, felt a slight shock as his glares mad^ 
peif&cilj.cleal* to him the shaggy-headed, large-fey 
st^oa^-limtod person of this^ questionable yoimg 
man,?- without waistcoat &r < cravat. But the ? ;^ssi- 
lality, supported by some of Mrs Holt’s words/ that 
a.di^^ised work of grace might be going forward in 
the of whom she 5 complained so bittdrly, cHefeked 
^sgF^ha«tyjhiterpreta-tions; ■ - ■ 

abstain from judging by the outward appear^ 
answered, ^ with his usual -> ^siinpHcity. 

^ I siygelf kave fe&perienced that when- the ^spirltd^ 
exercised it is difficult to remember heckt^hands 
sucsh small accidents Our ^ve«?l^rA. 
^ver^eleas decent and- needf^k sol 
in the" fie^. » ■ Aisd youy too,' 
gg^ear- &oin your ^other’4 
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« is to doulrt,” saidNFelix, loii(31y. and brasqnely 
as before, “if it is those absurd medicines and.gub 
ling advertisetoents tlrat-iny mo*er has heeri ' talk- 
ing, of tolyou — and . I. suppose, it is— rw’nd niore 
doubt aboTO tAem thto .1, have about pooket-pieking. 
I know there’s a stage of speculation in which a Milan 
may doubt whether a pickpocket .is-'iljlamewoEthyn*- 
but rtn not: one of .your .subtle fellows, who keep 
looking at the wotld through, their own kgs. ' If 
hallowed the sale of those medioiaes to goion,^and 
my^niother to live .out of. thie“proceeds wh«aa Foeaa 
her hy. the .honest labonriof anysfasncfe. Tv® not 




*1 f. '■ 




I would /fain kiqnire m6re partioiilarly into yonx 
objection to these medicines/’ said lit Lyon, gravely. 
Notwithstanding his conscientiotisness and a o€Ptoi4 
originality in his own mental' : idislKisilion,! 
too little used to ; high principle, quite dissociated 
from sectarian phraseology to be as immediately ih 
sympathy wdth it as he would otherwise have -been. 

I know they have been well reported of, andvina»y 
wise persons have tried remedies providentiial^^dis'^ 
covered by tliose who are Inot regular l pihysicians^ 
and have found a blessing in the; usee ofijiitanLi^fi.1 
may mention, the emment Mr Wesley, who/ -thbugh 
I hold not altogether with hiB; Arminito/dhctrinB, 
por with the nsages, of his institution, was neveirt^. 
less a man of God; and the journals of vatfc>is 
Christians whose names have left' a sweet? 
xnlght be cited in the same sense. ’ MoreoveXf^Our 
father, who originally concocted these 
left them , as ai. provision foT; 
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I nodorslartd, a man' #hose walk wag not un 


latfeiar was ig-norantj” said Felix, ’ 'bluntly! 
knew neither tlie ccanplication of the liumam 
mm Ike in wMch drugs counteract eaxjii 
ntber. Ignnranoe iSi^not so damnable as kumbug^,. 
feuti wiiw it. jirescribes pills it may- happen to do- 
mof% imiTOrf i’ know something about these thingsv 
i was ^prewiace fob hve miserable years to a ^-u|>id 
feate of a oountfy apotliecarj — my poor father lefb 
money for that-^be thought nothing could be filmier 
for me. Eo matter 2 - 1 know that the .Gatharfeic Piili 
are a drastic compound which may be as* bad ais 
fiWpiii^o haMi^tke^ rpeople who swallow them ; * that 
Ite of a dozen- ‘incorii- 
pa^ble things-j a»d that the' Cancer Oure niight as 






BOascs and 


was. 


i -up - and dowa tll%! roomi 
f mixed ’with > saga^ty 
, and he did not ^rely at 
pdty^Saian rtiight halv'^ 


dt ‘ ■'with,| ■ - • PrA-Sift-h+ia*-' 
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solemnly/ going np close to Felix and laying a band 
on his sbonldeK, “speak not lightly, of the Diyin© 
operations, and restrain nnseemly words^” ’ ■ . . 

“Tm not speaking lightly,” said Felix. -“If I 
had not seen that I was making a hog of mj^self 
very fast, and that pig-wash, even if I oonld have 
got plenty of it, was a . poor sort of thing,. I shonld 
never ha vfe looked life fairly in; the fkce to see i^hat 
was to be done with it. I laughed out loud atrlast 
to think of a poor devil, like n^e, in n Seoteh^garrtet,* 
with my stocMngs out at h^l and a 
to, be dissipal^d upon, withr of ralv,. feigns 

mouAtiBgrfiomi below, jaaidl old women breathing » gin 
as they passed me on the stairs — wanting todurn nay 


life into easy pleasure. Then I began to. see 
else it could be turned into. Not>.muohji< 

This world is not a very fineiplaoe^ for a'^goodf many^ 
of the people in it., But Fve made up my mind it 
shanT be the worse for n;e, ’if I can ^ help- it.. They' 
may tell me I canT alter the world^ — -that there iiluuai 
he; a certain number of sneaks and tobbet^it 
if: I don’t Olie andj hleh somebody else will^ 
then, somebody else shall, for I won’t. That^S- jthie 
upshot of my gob version^ * Mr < Lyon, | if^ , fte# * to 



OW it/;i:. /,/ i, ,> 


:: f , 


! Mr Lyon rembv^ his haiad; from Felixes shoulder 
and walked about again. '“Bid you sit undei?;anyi 
preacher at Glasgow, young man?” ’ a asK- . 

“ No^ : li heard most . of the . preachers ; onCejihui /S 
never wanted to hear them twice.” ( 

. The goodiBufos l^as, not without a sligbf'rfeiilg of 
resehtbaent^ at ,tlds<,youngi'iinan^^S‘i^fWt;^^ 
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not yet plain whether he wanted to hear 
twice the preacher in Malthoiise Yard. But the 
resentful feeling was carefully repressed : a soul 
in so peculiar a condition must be dealt with deli- 
cately. 

“ And now, ma\" I ask,” he said, “ what course 
you mean to take, after hindering your mother from 
malnng anKi selling these drugs? I speak no more 
in their favour after what vou have said.' God for- 
bid that I should strive to hinder you from seeking 
whatsoewer things are honest and honourable. But 
ycmr mother is advanced in years; she needs com- 
isrtable sustenance : you have doubtless- considered 

7 V 

bE>w ;you may her amends? ^He that pro- 

ti^th i3«>t for kis own— ’ I trust you respect 
authority that so speaks; And I will not sup- 
pee© that, after being tender of conscience towards 
you wiH be careless towards your mother, 
be indeed some who, taking a mighty charge 
their shoulders, must perforce leave tkeir house- 
^ds to Providence, and to the care of humbler 
feetiiren, but in duch^ ;a case the call must be 


f .4> 


shall keep my mother as well-nay, better-^ 
has kept herself. She has always been 
iny watch and clock * eleatning, ^and. 




or little > chaps that Fv^'; got to 

aeme to me, I oant earn ’ ALS'^r'm^,;-I .can 

' i I ihave stckdack '^of a 







So "well furnlslied ^ tas> ■ ybu, 
n write a good' hggnd^’ 
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books, w^e it not well to seek: someiliiglier situation 
aS' clerk ^or assistant ? I could speak to Brother 
Muscat, who is well acquainted iwith , all such opeUf 
ings. Any place in Pendreirs Bankj B fear^tis-noy?- 
closed against such as are not , dhurchmeu. ■ dt used 
not to be so, but a year ago he discharged : Brother 
Bodkin, although - he was a .waluable servant, i Stilly 
something might be found. There are ‘ ranks; 
degrees — -and iHdse^ who can serve in the higher 
must not unadvisedly chainge what seemsiitb he a 
providential ^ appointment. . Your pOOr motiieriiiii^iiot 


. - » ij * ,13 1 rJ >■ 


*f‘ «rt' 


' 4 nke,* > * ILyou ;l Bve- . • had: ■■ all f that odt 
with my nloiher, arid I may as well savd you any 
trouble by telling you that my mind has been made 
up about that a long while ago. I’ll take^ no »fem- 
plcq»ent that obliges me to? prop up riry oKin wrth 4 
high cravat, and wear ' straps, and pass the livelong 
day with a set Of fellows who spend their spare money 
on shirt-pins. That sort of work is really lowei: than 
many: handicrafts it only happens to be paid out4f 
proportion. That’s why I set myself to' leaim : the 
watchmaking trade. L My -father Wa>s a weaver first 
of ah^ It would . harve heOnl ibetter -im ^hite uf he paad 
rdmah^d a weaver. I t came home • Hhrough ■; Lanca- 
shire ahd^ saiv'ran iunlcle of mine tvho. i^^ a leaver still. 
I mean to stick to the.ela^ I belong to— people who 
don’t follow the fashions, ’’ • ? 

Mr LyOU was t silent a few momenta ; ' THisidfe 
logue was far from plain sailing 5 he was not^ cei^ain 
of his latitude 'and lOngitude. ; : If the ; desj^d#' of 
Q-lasgow prearihera hid fee» arguing dri fitvete ^ of 
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giifcjattS' Sifljlmth-'breaking, Mr Ljoh’s eomse w6iEi(J , 
fbeeii cleaiiar. . Well, well," be- said, • delibeas^- „ 
r, it-is .tnle that ’St 'Paul exercised -the.-'traKiS 
teut-iaaking,! tkougb he \Vas learnt m' all tia© v; 
^kd<Hh ofr-the; Babbisi’' > : - * .. 

' St! Paul waa a wise; man,” said Felix. ^‘Whjr ■ 
^hotdd I want to get into the middle; class becani^ 
ha^e some learning ? ^ The niost .oft; the middle 
lane as ignorant as the working people aboiit, 
everything that * doesn’t . .belong to ’ their' o\vn • Bnimf 
magem life. TliaPs how the workingi men aie deifl; 

. to foolish devices and keep worsening tliends elves ^ f 
the best? hieads ainong them forsake their born^com- .j 
i and* 'go htj for a honse with a high door-step - 
# ,feass,‘klid©ker-”. r-.,.; ■ .. / 

Mr ‘Lyon, strbked ,,his. ' moutii and chin,.; perhaps ; 
he felt ;Some. disposition ■ 'to ' smile ajird it v 
t/ f ; fbev ;'s^ell to ^jnile too readily ^ at ■ whai ■ 

K a uWbdy : resemblance of Gliriatian oh^ -' 
ithe -contrary, nthfere ,-riMght be- a : 
lUtair© dn?ipp?jl 
iChri^ian>pra(K 

iH tfi Ney^^dhcfesSj” he 'oKteeilved,. gravelyy fVit isi by 
t se^lf-adv^Btcement that many; . have ^ been enaM^ 

I the ^ cause of liberty and io \ the 
*} 'The*' ring, add* the xoba^ df ? Josdjfe- 
foi*4,vgdod\3han-kJ aifcifeltitnj’b'iih^fee^ 
were the signs of that cre<Mt«wIti(fov4ie wn^^ hy M 





j'fi <: 


dyi#Q«3ylinspiir€d isfeili 



a td^ct 


•Viii’lq MTO'd "iJil h.a#?. 
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tln*ot;tle himself -vi^rth a satiix ^tobk, 'aild fefe’l get netr- 
wants and' nfeiw mt^tivesL Metamorphosis 'will h&V'e 
begitn at hi^ neek-joiht^ arid* it Will ^ go on tffl it^as 
changed Ms likriagfe first ’ and then his fe'asdriihg^, 
wMdh will follow his likiri'gs as the feet of a HWgry' 
dog follow his nose. I’ll have none' of ydrir 
gentility. I might ’ erid - fey collecting greasy ^ 
from poor men to hriy myself a -fine cOat and 'ri' 
glutton’s dintietj oh preterice of serving the‘ pOhf 
men. I’d sooner he Paley’s * fat pigeon 'tha^fi 
dehiagogrie alltohgnri and stbmach, thohgh'-*— liere 
Felix changed liis" Voice'*'a; drttle^^^-I’'iBliohM 
WMlf fehofigii feo*‘he''ahotheii^‘ sbrt ' of dema^ogrie, if 
I 'CoiiM ‘hi ‘-'i' 

Then yon have a strong interest ini'tlie great 
political movements of these times -? ” sMd Mv liyofiy 
’4'ith h prirceptiblri flashing' of th^ dyes. ' ^ t • 

I shorild thirik so. I despise every fnan who 
has 'not— Or, hating' it, doesn’t try to ronse it ' ih 
Gthet' men.” ‘ ’ ' ' ' ' - - * . • 

‘ “teghrihlj 7 *yonng ftiend, right,” said tlie mihiifiBr,’ 
in a deep cordial tone. Inevitably liiS' 



cbhsidetatiori ' of 


drawn ’ asidO ■ ' ff orri imj 

FbW Soft’s ' s|iiiftriM d 

political ' sympathy: ‘ ' Ik’ ^ thOl?e* ' days’ so'" riMky^^'te 
stfrimerit^s W the’^'figfe religions 

and politidal' liberty ’held ' ctbe® * thht Were ' painfuiy^ 
wrong, ah'd, indeed, 'irf ebon cilable With rialvatloli f 
“ That is riiy owri view^" which I maintaiii ih-Hlef 
fee bf soirib Opposition firohi ' brethren who-'hOritMift 
fH^t a share in pnblic Thbyriiriehts is a'hiridryricO’tO 
t(ib''cloSer walk, ahd thdt thri pnTpit'fs 'rib' pl^TOr' 
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men their duties as members of the commorn 
wealth. I have had mmch puerile blame cast upo5^ 
me became I liave uttered such names as Brougham; 
and \^elImgton in the pulpit. Wliy not Wellington, 
as well as Babshaheh ? and why not Brougham as 
well as Balaam ? Does God know less of men thai|L 
He did in the days of Hezekiah and Moses ? — is His 
arm shortened, and is the world become too wide for 

Hk providence ? But, they say, there are no politics 
in the Hew Testament 


/'Well, they’re right enough there, said Felix^ 
with irk nsual unceremoniousness/ 

^ are of those w.ho hold that a Chris^ 
tian minister should not meddle with public matters ; 
^ i^e pulpit ? saad Mr Dyop, colouring, I am 
r^y to join issue on that point? • / 

Hot I, sir/’ said Felix ; f[I should say^ teacl^ 
yop can, .wlr ether it’s in the Testament or 
out of it . Its little enough anybody can get hold ‘ 
oi, and still less what he can drive into the skulls " 
a nence^ountino- generation,, such as ' 



* N « 


V .Joaag. man,” said Lj^n, pausing in froni qC 

rapidly,: b.e always didj, except 

1- ^ .were weighted , ydli .emo- 

^wiiih teatter, :spid in jhis mind 

•m _ * ‘ ' T . i 




►jVfprds. 

’ mjf .ov^p,,d>^halfy ^pr not only have X 

shoiiLd pf ^e 

hr he^.^e^tlL, irpe Jre,; . ^w^e. . 

.th^t m^e under 
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not as claiming reverence for my own age ^nd offloe 
—not to skame yon, but to ‘warn yon. It is gOod 
that yon fshonld nse plainness of speech, 'and I am 
not of those who would enforce a shbmissitd silende 
on the young, that they themselves, being elders, 
may be heard at large ; for Elihn Was the youngest 
of Job’s friends, yet was there a wise rebuke in his 
words ; and the aged Eli was taught by a 'revelation 
to the boy Samuel. I have tci keep a special watch 
over myself in this matter, inasmuch as’ I • have la 
need of utterance which makes thd -thought ^iWitMI. 
me seem as a pent-np hre, uhtild thave--shofc.it forth^, 
as»ats iw4rep'm:^dr!rbwyr5w6rds] ehch - one hittmlg its 
markJ’ s Therefore Itpray for a hstening spirit;- which 
is a great mark of grace. Idevertheless, my young 
friend, I am bound, as I said, to warn yotiii^?^]^Th4 
temptations €iat most beset > Idiose who ^ imv4f great 
natural gifts, sand are wise i after the flesh, are pride 
and sGornp more iparticularly towards -those ' weak 
things of the world which have been chosen 1 to cdm 
found* the things which are mighty. The- scornful 
nostnil sgund^he high headi gather not the-odoUrsdiBat 
lie on the tradfe of truth, The mind that fe-tooiready 
kit contempt and ^Reprobation is * -- p - • I = ; i ' ‘ 
,7^^er4Hh6iilc)or opefroi) and Mr Eyofr 'pa^Bed ito 
look > tOOTad, bufc -seeingi only Iiy ddy . with thel tea-tray; 
he .went’cn--^ ■ ^ ■' 

^^Is;d may hay, as a clenched fist that ^caii' gihd 
blows, bib is 1 shut up> from receiving and, holdirfe 
dught that is precious-— though it wmre heaven-sent 
nmnha.’^^ 1 

“ I understand. you; mid Feli^ry good^humduiii 
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puttiBg ont his hand to the little man, who hs«l 
WiSr ^ ^ delivered the last sentenee 

<^Iiiied to olenoli mj fist at yon.” 

^‘WeU„ well,” said Mr Lyon, shaJring the proffened 
< we shaU see toe of eaoh other, and I tra^ 
Qta-i^ 71 profitable communing. You will 

kte.on Thursdays, because my daughter is 
ooiM« returned now, and will presently 

pour out tea for us.” ■; 

you, 1 11 stay,” said Felix, not from any .: 

>tfe minister’s daughter, but from' a 

his- r, 7 ' ■ I tire minister: himself^for 

andiwaysj and the tmnspareney of 

Profe-bly, some prim ;Miss^ nea^ 

* ^^dn a, small feminine way, in 
Feta, was. ao aM'e.i^erested than in Dorcas 

mi40¥OT3i? women, aadi',,thail 

f iEfiot iia oouf 

8*@TOFm^ess.,. I j,.. ,f 

m a foiMi ofabm^xig and 

^;i^^^^ogist^ateGlasgow 

wfeo jae, laughed out and said I 

kTat-c^w^t. . . j, . ^ ■ ^^‘tne*BQQ«t 

-riiraj^rt 'my 

to venerated.’ . Of gou^ 
aft%ar^ji^:e4.nry itojl-dg ,.atat,.ii^.t rJ^^ » , . , .^ 
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TT^ hiTd : irjiy . o wii bead, ;esiplored 

witlirppmewbariim«?^--...aj^^ I featj.bwt.® 
y$m sliQWQf fulfiSing ther ,heatB^r>.^^ 

tby^lf*/] 1 and t too often .laad^ : to , a, i 
will suWst.m th^;. absence? of. that ! fruit! by .wHcfe 
alone the -quality of the’ tree ie- made* evident. 

Nevertheless Esther, .nky dear, thisf sis>tSr 

Hpltj.'who^e , acquaintance I have: event uow'feen 
making, witb inore than., ordinary interest He.wil 

take :t0a.; with. us.” ::;:i ‘ n ■>hJ 

. hl^tbier „howedM^ligbtly ns ehe walked/ ao^osshtbo 
rpqm.to, fetph.jthe caxj-dferand.plape it near her? 
5eli'x,;^e a^ld howedj>iateO''>yit^ airtof insdifferehoe!, 
which was perhaps exaggerated by thei fact that h© 
was inwardly surprised. The minister's daughter 


nyas not tJie sort of person he expected^' /.Sheiwas 
quite with ; his notion , of ministejfs^ 

daughtprsdiO generaL; and though he had expected 
sppiething' ' nowise delightful, the incongruity re^ 
pejlpd hini; , A. very delicate scent, the faint ? sug- 
gestion of a garden, was wafted as she wenti 
would not observe; h^r, ; but he .had ai senserdfAn 


olastiOfW^lkj ftho treadi of simial].;i%et, ai 

a high,crQ¥l^iOf ^hiningl browul pldit^, 


necki'aiid 


f|3^wa^d-vthiog% dn , short, i suggested 
a fine , lady to. him,,,, and ideterminod him to notice her 
as little as possible, : . A fine lafty was always ai sort 
oftspun-gl^s affai^-^Hot natural, :and witk noheaiii^ 
fprihina AfS; aft 4 hut | a %e /lady asi that daugfaton^of 
thi^.piisty pldjjiPpiritan wa^ especially ipffehsiy^ ir.!U 
..j^f^J^eyefthpless,”; continued Mr Lyon, who rarely 
let drop ^xxJ: thread, pf discGurse, that ^i^enological 
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is irreconcilable wiljli* ^ 

S. “ -x^tAemable tbfet 'we have ou"^ 

i^^uive dispositions which ’ e^eh ‘ grace ’vf ill 

I my self, from my ' youth' up,- haVei 

given ' to 'qticstidn too curionsly concerning Ite 

examine and' sift' the medicine of - the sbii® 

than to apply' it.” ■ r-'O .• ■ >1 

yenir truth happens to ' be Such "medicine ai 
I PIUS' End Efiixir,‘ the^ lesS you s wallow' of 
better, said Felix. ^^But truth - venddrte ahct 
-vendors usually feoonini^nd swallowing, 
a man sees his livelihood rn a pill or a 'pro— 
h, he likes to have ordeirs fof the do§e, arid . 
serious inquiries.” : ’ ; ' ; v ; ' // 

'speech veiged On rffdohe^g^'^but it de- 
with E* ImisquO OpOnrte^S ihat iihplied the 
of '»y: personal ’ intention. ' ** The- 'ininister"^ 
'was now for- the first- time. StarfleWdntd : 
-at ‘Felix. But her smvey of ^thiS'^tnfrsual 
T Was : soon madej and she relieved ' her 
tlie need to reply - by saying-^ ’ • ■ ■ ■ > j . - ^ . 

is pour^'hut, -father/^ ■ - - 

iigndl fim Mv Fydu ’ to advance td*^ 

; mim right tend- and a^k -a- hlbs^ 
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r ■' 1 Will* : you ? draw up to tlie 'tabl©, Mr Holt ? ’’ 
■ffeiiriimster. ^ ‘H 

" Iii tlie blct of rising, Felix ’pusli^ 'fepfo^W^ o^ 
too suddenly against the rickety • table pi ose’by^liiiai', 
aiid^ ’do-wn^ wnt the blue-frilled wbrk-ba^et, i|r!h.g 
open, and ' dispersing' on ‘the floor refel&,Fithimble| 
Hiuslin-work,- : a *small > sealed bottle’ -of atta bf^ro^ej' 
and something heayier than these— a =duddscitno. 
volume which: fell close to him between &e 4gtble 
and the fender. * ’ ' ' f ’ ; • ■ ■ 



i “ Oh my stars 1 ’’j said Felix, “ I- beg ' yoi 
Esther... ibad already staitedisup^, and wMir-wc-n 
(juidkneM bbd :uf> half tte smail^ rolling' thin^ 

while I Ee li^ »was lifting' the basket and * the* book. 
Tills last bad opened, and had its leaves crashed m 
falling; and, with the instinct of a booldsh 
saw nothing more pressing do be done than to flatten 
the oofners of the leaves.' i i . i, > ; - ‘ • 

• “ Byron'S ^ Poems ! '-he said) in a- tone of disgin^ 
\’diile Esther was recovering all dhe other' artiitei 
^ The Dream' — he’d better have been asiee|»ti^d 
snori 3 ig. ■ « > -Wliati I do; you istuff your ■ memcar^'lwith 
B^oniji tMi^i Dyoh -?i ^ , i » I ■» - > ; ■: ; 

Felix, on his side/ wits dAatd 
adl'Bstherpbhfc-dt'wafe ,'s^hf a 
and>pM^^gio/mteiitic®L >.?Of ooui^ he Saw more 
clearly than ever that she was h flue lady.; ; • ! -* 
She reddened, xirew up her long neck, and^ s^®^ 

as she retreated to her chair again' — ’ J : 

I have! a great admixEltion for Byron/’'' 

Mr .^jyon had paused in the act of drawdi^f his 
bfcaaf to> fiihei/tea^tablep lookmgiooiiab this 
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the comers g£ his eyes with a pBr- 
smile* Esther would not have wished liiiild 
know anything* about the yolunae of iByrdiijubut 
she too proud to show any oancern. ■ • - 

He !0 a worldly and v^n writer, /safidiMn 

1 ^ 4 ®^ Ho knew freely anything i of ithe poeft^ 
wh<^e books embodied the faith and ritual of. 'hi^nijr 
yonng ladies and .gentlemen. i • 

-!^Jl ttiswthropic ddbauchee,” said Felix, .Hfti»g 
a chair with one hand, and holding the 'hook op em 
in the €*ther, who^e notion of a' hero was- that ‘he 
disorder his stomach and despise < mankiiKll 
ebrsairs and renegades, his Alps ; and’ 

Eao^f paltry puppets that were e veri 
hnd pride f i i . . 
book to' me,” said Mr Lyom ' 



I I 


n 


^het me beg of you to pot it aside* till after tear^ 
mid Esther. “ However objeotionabl© ‘Mr 
faddts page% they 'would: certam%’'be 
maAs worse by being leased with ' toead - and - 


7 # 


■J ‘ * j “>■{ ! : ;■ >;■ I. • * i ! I 


u 


That is true, mj'dear^^^ said MnsiEj^on/Amyriia^ 
lKx>k on the small table behind - 
«^w: Ms ' daughter was- angry. '■!-<- ■ i- 1 a ■ • .•;'![ / ! 

- — ho?” thought Felix, ^^larerdather/is’’ frights 
her- How- came he j to have such' a* j nSee-r 
g, hmg-necked peacock for hi& daiiEgHt^y^, .bat 
see i ana 'not fe^ltehedi^l uPhedk'-he 
aio^ud, ^sl^cmld' Mke-*to 'know how i you; - will 
jooT' . ■ tfer-, ; ^such-;' .a,-, writes/' .,pif iss 

atten^yt 'it ‘with yon , s^aid 
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Esther, ) “ Yoit have such strang^ words at command, 
that they make the smallest argument seem formid- 
able. If I had ever met the giant •Cormoran, - 1 
should have made a point of agreeing with him m 
his literary opinions.’’ 

Esther had that excellent thing in wordan, a -soft; 
voice with a clear fluent ' utterance. Her ^ubiness. 
was always charming because it was without ^ edi^ 
phasis, • and was accompanied with graceful little 
turns of the head. ?!■ : - 


Felix laughed at her thrust with younghe^ihdss. 

> ^ My daughter is a Critic of wordsf Mr ^ skid 

ih®i minister,, smiling eomplabeiitly, ^^and often' cor- 
rects mine on the ground of niceties, which I pro- 
fess are as dark to me as if they were the- reports of 
a sixth sense which I possess not. ■ I am i an ;’;ehg^ 
sseeker * for Iprehkion, ^ and ‘ would ^ fain -find ^ language 
subtle enough the ' utmost intricacies of the 

sdul’si p^hways^*lMt I see hot why a round* word 
thMi means some object, made and blees^ 

Bhi(MiId be branded and banished" 

^ ^ f ' 1 ’ i I ' ! t I' I ' ' ' 'I *f '■< I ) * tj 


■ your ihdetreh^I know What th^ are^’’ i sain 

Eelix^l im ‘ his usual f^rtMmo. “^They all go^ ' ’ Oii 
yohr system of make-believe. ' ^ ilolteiiness ’ ' may 
suggest what' IS' Tinplea^nt, ^ you’d better^ say 
^sugar-plums,’ or something else such a long way 
off the fact that nobody is obliged to think 'of 
Those are your roundafout euphuisms thaet ^atfess 
up’ swindling till it looks as well as hoheSty;"' and 
^oot with boiled^ peas e^ instead of bullefeSi'*"! hate 
ydur gentlemanly speakem,” ' ■ ■ ' ^ 
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J :1^Tbeiit you woiiM not like Mr Jermjn, I tliink,’' 
siaid Estker. That reminds me, feitlier, that to-daVi 
t^^hen I was giving Miss Louisa Jermyu her lesson, 
Mr Jeraivn came in and ^poka to nm with grand 
politeness, and asked me at what times yoii were 
likely to be disengaged, heoauso he wished to make 
your better acquaintance,, and consult you on nurtters 
of' importance. He never took the least noticij of me 
before. Can you guess the reason of liis sudden 
ceremoniousness ? ” * ! 


“ Hay, child,’’ said the minister, pondcringly, 
“Politics, of course,” said Felix. ^ “He’s on Some 


committee. An election is coming. Universal 
peace is declared, and the foxes have a sincere 


interest in p/rolonging the lives of the poultry. Eh^ 
Mr Lyon? Isn’t that it?” 

‘ ' IMSTay^ not so. He is the close ally of the Ttaus 
some family, who are blind hereditary lories like 
the Debarrys, and will drive tlioir tenants, to tim 
poll as if thfey Were sheep, And it has even beeh 
hinted that the heir wlici is coming from' the^iEa^l 
may be anotlier Tory candidate, and (mlescA with 
the younger D63barry- Tt is said that he has ’enor- 


mous wealth, and could pnrcdmse every vote in tli# 
Wnty-that has a prica” , 


/ .-^Heds come,” said Esther. I hoard -Migjs Jer 
telhih^r sister that sbe jbad seen Iiim'^oing out 

of her ^ 

“ ’Ids -said Mr Eyiom'- - ■ . 


l.jJ^Sometliing extraordinary nmet^ have Imppened^” 

Esther,, “ for'; Mt , J emayrt to intend, con^^ting 
Mie^: ,;rermyn said to me only .the other, day that ahe 
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could not ttint how I -came to be so well ■ educated 
and ladylifee. She always, thought Dissenters were 
ignorant, vulgar people. I said, - SO' they 
usually, and Ohttroh people also in smaU to^Si 

She considers- herself a judge of what is ladyhhe, 
and fee '.is. vulgarity personified— with large^feet, 
and the most odious- scent .on her handkerchief, and 
a bonnet that looks like> ‘ The Fashion , printe m 

capital liters.’ ' ' r , i,. 

“ One sort of fine ladyism is as good as another, 

, ■ i -r I _ > I 


“ Ffo, indeed. Pardon me/’ said Esther. ■ > iA. tea 
fine^lady dodd not wear clotiieS that Bare in peoples 
eyes, Ornse iinporlunate scents, or make! a noise as 

she moves : she is something refined and gr^M, 
and diarmirtg, and never obtrasivd * ^ ‘>11' 

f yes/’ said Felix, ocntemptnonsly. A^n- 

she reads Byron also, and admires Childe HaTold 

gentiemen of unspeakable woes, who employ a 

hairdmsser, and look seriously at themselves ifi- the 

glass/’ *' ^ . , 17 ' f- 

Esther reddened^ - and gave a little tosa; * ehx 

went on triumphahtly. ■ “ A fine lady-mm sctu^d- 
headed^ thing, ■; with'; stoaB - airs,; And smalli 'notito, 
about as applicable to the business of life as h pair 
of tw©ezeM"'to;the clearing; of- a forest Ask your 
father what those dd persebuted emigrant PnniaiBS 
would lave done with fine-lady wives and daughtfers. 

“•‘ Oh,; there is no danger of such misaB^O^, 
said Esther. ■“ Men who are unpleasant compaknofts 
Ind make frights of themselves, ara snm tO- get 
wives tasteleesi enough' to suit them. 
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Mr Ijyon,:^Met not rour ; 
betray: yon dfeespect towards those ^ 
pilgrin^^ Th^ struggled and endured in, 
,to» and plant anew the seeds of; scrip*- 

tui^ dqptrine smdpf a pure discipline.” -■i ‘ ' . < • , ■ ' 

,i J i Esther^ -hastily, -dreading a . 

dleoon^r^onj 

K were an 'Ugfy lot ! ” Felix burst iny mafo ;. 
Lyon start. “Miss Medora wouldn’t have 
minded if all "been put into the, pillory and 

their ears. She would have said, ^ Their ears 
stick out so.* - 1 Wouldn’t woiider if that’s a bust 

Here Felix, with, sudden keenness 
0^ nodded at the black bust; with the 

.g#^:^ear.-it^,coioured-;ik>e,;. .< ,./ ■ , 

“ Ho,” said Mr. tf .that is the, eminent ^(l'eoil’ge 

- who,* you well know,, had a gift -of Oratory 
whom the tongue of flame: h^d rested 
But, Froyidencer— doubtless for ■wise ends 
^ ,th0. sinner , man, for ,1 would .not inl^uire 
too closely into minntim which carry too many pLuOs- 

for.a^j one oLtheiil.to beist^le 

ITt . . * •» 

i. say, ^ ordained; -^at . jthe ; good jman 

and my : daughter .Im not yet Ueakned 

dth: . {, 

% Vjsil^igej: ih ^ %^ppos!e‘.^yo•m had 




moM 

Hher- 
to .pBcS^Nhat 

■ : ; ' .ji JL^, 
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com-e .4iid!^cold ia©ir every and make her cry and 
out heii'fme kairdfil”*' • " ' ' - • f* " * 

Felix rose to ' gOy ■ and *said, 1 ' wili ^ udpt l4kfe ii:lp 
more of your mluable timoy Mr Fycm. * I know that 
you have not : iuany spire evenings.*’ ' > 

That is true, my young friend ; for I now go to 
S^prdxton one evening in the week. I do licit de- 
spair that we may some day lieed a -dlaapei there, 
tliough the hearers do net multiply save amtmg tiie 
women, and there is no wdrk as 'yet begun 
tha< miners themselves. 1- shall t>e giad^^ 
cx)mpahy "" in , :my waHr thither to'- 

like: to -see’ -bhw -that pd|m- 

lation h^igrdiwii* ' of lahe' years.’* 

«,0h, I ’ve been to Sproxton already se Venal tli 
L.had a 'congregation <4 my own ther^ 

Evening-?’ 

-^^Whatfi do ;y^^ ^id-’ Mr ’Lyeti, with* S 

brighibened ''gianoe. lo 

t ; Not exactly.. .1 went to the 
.> :^nTiyon*;started. ■ -trust you 
riddle ibo mb, ^ Samson 

companions. From what you satd 

not ^be that you km gh 
ilOhy i don’t drink much. I otddr a ,- 

andtFget mtoltalfe<v^ fellows over thek 

and pipes. Somebody must take a little knowle^ 
and common-sense ' to them in this way, else how 
are ‘ they to get * it ? I go for 
el^tors,: solF pmt myself in the way of my 
■ i^my’''acad^y is* the sheer -house, ^^ijd w 
yon to-morrow 


%•* 1 
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^^Dt>*sOj (io so/’ Sc'iid Mr Lyon, shaking hands with 
his odd acquaintance. shall understand each 

other better by-and-by, I dotibt iiotv” ■ 

^M. wish you good-evening, Miss Lyon.” . 

Estlier bowed very slightly, ■ , without speak- 
ing. 

That is a singular young man, Esther,” said the 
ministerj walking about after Felix was gone. 1 
diacem in him a loye for whatsoever things are 
hcmest and true, which I would fain believe to be 


an. earnest of further endowment "with the wisdom 
that is from on high. It. is true that, as the tra- 
in the desert is often lured, by a false vision 
and freshness, to turn aside from the track 
whieh the tried and established fountains, 

m ^ BvH One will -take advantage of a natural 
yearning towards the better, to delude the soul 
9^-flattering belief in a visions^iy-. virtue, 
h%fe^ than the ordinary fruits of the Spirit.* -But I 
it ig’Bot so here.' I feel a :great' enlargement 

^ iSto:*^young naan’s^^ presence, ’ notwithstanding a 

^ language, which. I shall use 

^ think: he is veiy coarse and rude,”* said Esther, 

1 ^ temper in her voice. : ""But he 

tiian most of our visitors. 



t 


i makiig^, ’ by^ which, together 
und^ii^iand:^ he hopes to 
>-^i» thinfcing Sirri^hLthat ^sh^ 

^ (^/saie of Eiedicmes whfose ^virtues 

oommon setniplet’^n vHjMji 
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Dear me,’^ said Esther, I thought he was some- 
thing higher than that.” She was disappointed. 

Felix, on his side, as he strolled out in the even- 
ing air, said to himself : Now by what fine meshes 
of cii’cnmstance did that queer devout old man, with 
his awfal creed, which makes this world a vestibule 
with double doors to hell, and a narrow stair on 
one side whereby the Ailnner sort " may mount to 
heaven — by what subtle play of flesh and spirit did 
he come to have a daughter so little , ip his own 
likeness? Married foolishly, I suppose. Ill never 
marry, though I should have to live on raw turnips 
tl/ subdue tny flesh.' Ill ne^er look' back and say, 
^ I had a ' fine purpose once — I meant to keep my 
hands clean and my soul upright, and to look tfulh 
ill the face ; but pray excuse me, I have a 
children— ~I must lie and simper a little^ elsfe they 11 
starve;’ or 'My wifb is ntoep shh muMt have 'Mr 


bread well batter^, * and hei* feeling^S* w*iM 

if she is not thought genteel.’ That the lot Mi^ 

B^her is preparing for some man or other:' 

grind imy ' teeth at s^ioh self-satisfled nrinxes^L ’i^Q 

think ^they can tell everybddy’tvfet? *is the hOrT^t 

thing, and the utmost stretch^ W %iieir 

place th fern , on a level wdth the intelligent flea's. I 

should like to see if She bohld be made ashamed of 


» herself.” 
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; TiM)u^ sb$ be dead, let pte think she lives,, . , ^ 
AM fieed rriy rn'md, iMt dies for v/ant of her/’^ ‘ * * ' ' 

.1 , 1 . r ; , jWUiEtLowEJ ; 


aqy on^ izi Treby who thought .9.t all 0f:M? 

had not felt Ae sameiSOJct of 
1^? ; Esther , a^ F^lix feltw . Sho .was= ^not 

Bai^ Mked by her father’s ohurch and., congregation, 
iFl^^.less seiious obsery^ that she. had,' too .in^niyr 
and; graces, and heldrher liiead mnebMtoo high; 
sort.; .ff^red greatly i that .Mr ; Lyon ..had 
carehil; in pishing? his? danghtejir 
Gpd.^ -f.aind: :thahf. hoing ; ted 
r. hF ' i I3pf6lapcbqly, ysnity of .; givteg i her ; 

^aooon^pHshmentSj; he had sent- .her to . a 
soh: 0 ol,,:-and ^allowed her to. take faitnatioais 

^ not only above hen 
“p^y^ikind ta,be safe irL.any 
-^ 1 ^ im one knew what sort of a wora'an her 

lyon never spoke of his 
^hen he was chosen as pastor 
in it was TindeTstood that he had 
a years, and he iiad no com- 

Imi the teasel and mnch-exercised Lyddy, 
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Ms diaiiglilber being ^tiE at sbbool, ‘ It tvte only tw© 
ysears ago iiiat Estbbr ha<i a>me boii^ 
manently witii her fatker, and take pupils ’ to ' ^ 
town. - ! Witbin tkat time she had 
m two young Dissenting biesusts that wei^ 
the best style of Treby waistmat 
whieh atf that pexiod displajred *B4uck 
the stufp. an,d the weat^ ; and she 
astonished admiration of h%t olevem^s ’ 
girls of various ages who were her pupils ; im 
her knowledge of French was generally i 
a distinction to Trebyit^if ais 
isaarket-tbwns.’ 'But s&O itoi woA little* regard of 
any other 5^* kittdi'* Wise Dissenting matrons w- 
divided between fear lest their sons 
marry her and resentment that 
those “ nndeniaMe young -nien with 
y-hioh was ’ hardly * to be 
daughter ; n^ <toly because that p^en^ge 
to entail* an obligation to show an e: 
of Christian humility, but because, looked 
sdeular ^cAnk'^t ^view, • a poor * 
the ' substantial 
at that time 




fit;* 


"^dltiiplaTjf f^stem* was TOgarcted' hy bis 
feelings not lefes mixed than the spiritual peirson who 
ntill took his tithe-pig or his modus. His gifts were 
admired, and tears were shed under best bonnets 
his sermoks ; but the weaker tea was thought 
enough for him ^ and even when he went to 
a-charity sermon in a strange town, he tr^t^ 
^ with home - made wine 


m 
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iA^,tfcife;go0d ChtirchniaTi’s reverence ;was often mixed 
:^tfc gcowlingy and was apt to given chiefly to an 
abstract parson who was what a parson ought to be, 
so the good. Pissenter sometimes mixed his approval 
of ministerial * gifts with considerable criticism and 
)emng of the human vessel which contained, 
treasures. Mrs Muscat and Mrs Nutt wood 
[. the principle of Christian. equality by remark- 
kig ibaf Mr, Lypn .had his oddities,, and that he ought 
liot to allow his daughter to indulge in such unbe- 
coining expenditure on her gloves, shoes, and hosiery;, 
Oypn if , she did pay .for them out of her earnings. 
^ 4 fe^^;the Church people who engaged . Miss Lyon 
fe-.,giva dessons in, their families, theip imagination's 
were;?altogetii.er prostrated by the incongruity b@r 
tween jacoomplishments and Dissent, between weekly 
prayeremeetings and a conversance with so lively 
^^dt .rttogother worldly a language as the French. 
I^thetis. own .'mind was .not free , from a .sense of 
irr^pneilableness .between the objects, of ; her,, taste 
and; the conditions of her lot. She knew. that Dis- 
senters . were looked down., upon by those whom she 
[ed’: as the most refined classes 5 her favourite 
companions,, both in France and -at an English, school 
had been.a.juriior teacher, had thought it 
3f to^ have ,a father who was ■ a Die- 
'4 \and 'Wfcen an ardently admiring' 
*3?parents to take . E^tiien as 
a , ,to :iihe .younger’i children, ■ all her native 
towards Itiskuy fastidaousne^^i ’.and ^peorn 
Mita%,i were, -strengthened hy >witriesmng 
I ; of - a w elkboru’ - and w-ealthyj fe/uaily.^ > e fc 
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tlie .position of servitude wa^s irksomoKto ijer, and 
she glad at last to live at hoine with feer.&lilec ; 
for thongh, thronghont her girlliood, she-hadrwiBbed 
to avoid this dot, a little experience had tanghi -,^r 
to prefer its comparative independence. But shie 
was -not contented with her life c . ^e seemti^d; ,tc> 
herself to be surrounded with ignoble, uninterei^- 
ing conditions, from which there was no issue ; -for 
even if she had been unainiable enough to giv^ 
her father pain deliberately, it would; -have^ bee^ ’ll# 
satisfaction tocher to go to Treby church, 'andvvisfeiy 
turn her back on Dissent. It was net 
fexenoes:; but sodild differences, that Bsther was con^ 
eerned about^ and her ambitious taste would 
been no more gratified in the society of the 
than in that of the Muscats. The , 
imperfect English and played whi^ 5 Mu#c*fcts 
spoke the same dialect and took in the. ^ Evang^k^ 
Magazine.^’ Esthek diked i neither these-: anai^ae- 
ments. She had one of those exceptional 
tions which are quick and sensitive 
the lea^t hiorbidq she was alive ;t0; the finest 
of ’ manner,; ■ to - ^ tlie nicest 1 f disiMct^®^ ; fof - feene - iaiii 
accent p she ■ had a code of dter' own 

seenti ai|di colours, textures and behaviofur, -by which 
she sbcretly condemned or * sanctiCHied all things amd 
persons. .A.nd she was well satisfied with herselC 
jfbr her fastidious taste, never doubting that her^'W^^ 
the highest standard. She was proud that the 
bbrn and haiidsomest girls at school had 
fihali'* she might be taken for a bom 
pretty instep, clad in a silki 
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nAkg from a! kid slipper, her irreproaehabJe 
and delicate wrist, were the objects of delighted 
to her ^ and she felt that it was her 
made her unable to use without 
ihe^ finest cambric handkerchiefs 
gloTes- Her money all went in the 
i»n of these nice tastes, and she saved 
ladiliiBg ’from her earnings. I cannot say that she 
felkl' any pasBgs of conscience on this score ; for she 
felt SET© that she was generous : she hated all nieau- 
would empty her ■purse impulsively on some 
appeal to her pity, and if she found out that 
t-- had a want, she would supply it with 

devio© of a surprise.' But then the 
good ''raaitt m seldom had a want-r^except the perr 
petaal desire, which she could . never gratify^’ of 
her under conviction^ and fit to become a 
feeidlser of the church. i 

iys-^r iitfle Mr Xiyen/he loved ; and admired thib 
dbild ‘inorey he* fearedy than- was oonsis^ 
wiih ^6 due pt^p^nderance of impersonal and 
regards: he^ prayed and pleaded for her 
h^ahiisg Himself . for.; her 'spiritual de^ 
Mmcm in the pnvaoy of Ms study ;■ and then came 
ito iaS himself in tunorous subjection' to 
iif ss he inwardly saidj he should -give 
Sl’savdar, by minting. M, wi& outr 

dnlspite-iof 
^heb than ' Adami anki 


jQfrihS 

'Yard, ; there Was: a- light^)C^ed.^ 
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Tb^ stranger wili ; always rnle, say sow, witli « 
air of confidence which is a lawyer s\ ;&«irish, 
forbidding exceptions or additions- hj^ntiiwlial is 
strength? Is it blind wilfnlness that sees no 
terrors, no : ; many - linked , conseqnences/’ .n0^^ 
an4 wounds of those whose cords • it ^tightena? : Is 
it the 3mrrowness of a brain that ooneeive^ 

^differing f firoim its ; own^ aind looks, to .W; 
beyond the bargains of to « day 5 that tng^; with 
emphasis for every small purpose^ and .ithiitk#?itit 
iWeaknesB to exercise the sublime power, 
Tenunciation ? There is a sort q£, wliijji 

is# I fibe , peculiar heritage of largene^ /and o£ love ; 
and slarength is often only another name for willing 
bondage to irremediable weakness. . 

Esther had affection for her father : she 
the purity , of his charaotory aiad a 
teUeot in him whiGb: responded:, to iher own 
ness, i in 1 spite : of What; -seemed a dreary piety, 
selected everything that was leasti ii3^€»e^ii 
•romantic in life, and ihistcu’y. But his, edd 
hard a? smoky lodpury^a^di she did 
with him,i because, when ipeople, spoke to hm. m 
street^ it w®*® his wont, mstep4r*<rf .OP 

W^atheiii and passing on, to pour forth, in :an:' absent 
manner - some /Tefiebtiws that Were . occupying his 
mind about the traces of the Divine goyemmentsfi 
about a peculiar incident narrated in ^e, life of 1 
eminent Mr Bichard Baxter, Esther had a ^s 
of appearing ridiculous even in. the ejes^, 
Trebians- She fancied that she should, have 
hef r member better j- than she Was able ^,=h>ve 
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fartHet-f wished she T.ould' have romemhered 

that-ia'other Uiore thoix)ti2:hlv. ■ 

Blit 'she ‘had no more -than a broken vision- of thb 
time before she was five years old — the time wiieti 
th6.#ord,«fteneet^om^ lips was '* Mamma wkefa 
-sjiofee earessing Fren^^^ to her, 

sh'e m her tiini ’ repeated the' words- to d¥cr ta^- 
^a)' '^mal white hand, different ' ftbht* 
Any that ^came ■ after, ^ hsed to pat’ her^ ■ and stroke her, 

And fcfe( bn iher frock an^ pinafore, and w^hen at' last 
there wW nothing but sitting with a doll On a bed 
where mamma was lying, till her^ father once carried 
hCf’^AWayi kJi.'Where distinct memory; began, there 
lehger the low caressing voice and the small 
white hand. She- knew that her mother- - was 4 
Frenchwoman, that she had been iii Want and dis- 
feess, and that her maiden name was Ahnette Ledrxil 
fler'fetfeer had told her .no more 'than tllis^i* 4nd 

■when; she ‘had> asked, him 





when ybu' are hfeoiit 'to^fe xhairiefi- and leave* me, w@ 
^il ''Sj>e!* of her, 'an(J I ’will .'deliver to y6u her ring 
sad .fell that' was hers’;' hirt, . without' a>.great coin- 
ed laid upon in^Sj '4 (^nnot pierees diyheaH- by 

wMch'-wfes arad ismot’’ ' Esther'had 
se^ wo^rdSj ' and ; th e' • blden^.sh e be- 
>lb'"5she felt tit dhat -she' sbonld 
qiiesticns Afoont^he' pasti' >' 

E? of that ]f)astito her depended 

m ™'" ■ x^miy fr'came f&m aai?Mtial 

Ke 1^ not the comage toUA^SJstheir 
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tMt lie was: not . imlly her father t he'*hafI.inot‘ the 
courage to renounce that hold t^on heir tecnderness 
which the belief in his natural fatherhood -MuBhi^elp 
to give him, or to incur any resentm<>nt^ that hek* 
quick spirit might feel at having been ‘ brought up 
under a false supposition. But there were^ other 
things yet more difficult for him to -be 'quite*^ open 
about — -deep sorrows of his life as a Christian miur 
ister that were hardly to he told to d girl. ■ - 


Twenty-two . years before, when Erdus Lyon i 
no more than thirty-six 'years old,' ha. wasr 
mired pastor hf a larger Independent coh^^ation 
In dm ofiiour southern seaport towns. : He was 
unmarried,! and h^d met all exhortations of fridnds 
who represented to him that a bishop ?.€l, tthe 
overseer of an Independent .church; land ^>cmg®6ga}- 
.txon^shouM be the husband' of one wife; ’hy -saying 
that St • Paul meant ' this 1 particular asi a limitation^ 
and not as -an, injunction 9 minister, was upei^ 

mittedho have one wife, but that he, 'Eufus Lydw, 
did ' Uob ’ wish to avail himself ■ of that permission, 
finding Ms: studies -and other labours of hfesvocdtidn 
all-absorbinig, and seeing -that imoth^rsdn^ Israel were 
sufficiently provided by tbose who hadnotheem-'set 
ap4#t for 1 aimer e special work. tHi s * ohurbH - and coni 
gregii,tioni wke^ proud: of Mm -.she* was put forward 
on platforms, Was made a deputation,” and- was 
requests to preach anniversary sermons *' in fai- off 
towni Wherever noteworthy preachers were^ ‘dife- 
hussedy Eufds Tiyon was* almost sure to be'meB.tiOned 
aSHone %ho Hid honour to* the- Independetil^’ body; 
ble* sermons were* said to^be^full* of fullof 
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&re ;f<an(rn-^hiM iie liad mdre i(i>f Immaii knowlt^lge 
■tiiaiii ii>any o£ liis iDr@Sirien,i]ae showed in an eminent 


de^ee: the maarkh - of* a true ministericil vocation. 
'Brit ' on ' ^ sudden: this i burning and shining light 
seeing' < to ! be ^ quenched : Mr Lyon vf)limtari ly re* 
signed hrs^ charge arid withdrew from the towm 
.'^ •A temble crisis had come upon him; a moment 
m^whichl,■ religious doubt arid newly ■'awakene<l pas- 
sion had rdshed together ‘in a common flood, and 
had paralysed ‘ his iminist^al gifts. His life of 
Ihirty-six : years had been a story of purely religious 
and studious fervour ; his passihn had b^n for doc^ 
troes^ ; for .argumentative conquest on the side of 
aright ifee had i had chiefly io • priy aguinst 

had ,b^n tjho^dof. personal' iambi tion ^ (un^er stich 
forms,, as * ainbition ? takes - ini * the ' iniiid of ’a man who 


•^as’/chOjSen the career ctf ah Independehl pneaoherjj 
.andjr^thoie /of a too restless ^ intellect, c^^asMesafy 
urgingv^qmesfions conc^^rning' thof , imystery ©C; tiia^ 
# fa^suredly reVealdd; and -tku^ hindering 
the' duo.-npuridhraent 'of:.the feoul; on the /substahc^ 
Qfi.the truth delivered. ^Uveh ab tHat tinid of cbm- 
paratiwf youth, unworldliriesa hnd ^^^lioity in 
.small- . ■ rriatters :(:for. . he . , was keenljv « ar^ate 1 1 to ? ^ the 

li^^a.afftosffof'iffiis world) gave a -certain ©ddity 

appearance : and'4hohgii his 
sehsiftr^ ftaaty,.=.his, :perieni:|alti0- 

iS^i^ed* aoi i^eievaMcto =ia?:-fe^hi<mtt>le 

'ann/genftemam 
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presence, wlio preached inthe slmok steBete of l^e- 
sus and elsewhere, a new dflia new^rd^idii 
liardlji anybody believed in ' Rnfes 
singular-looking^ apostle of the Meeting’ in 
Lane,- Was it likely that. any* romance 
snch a man ? Perhaps not ^ bnt romance 



->,'1 I .iM/'V--- 


him.. ^ j.,,; 

One winter’s evening in 1812 , Mr Lye^i was re^ 
turning from a. village iwreaching. - He walked 
his usual rapid rate, with hn sy . thf^igK to 
by any sight more distinct . than tir^ ’ 
hedgerow trees, black bene®& a 
until) something, suggested to' ■ him ■ that he had 
perhaps . cwaibbed to i bring away with him a &iii 
aocpuntrbook in which he recorded ceitain 
tiohSw , He . i paused, unfastened - hm 


in 


pockeisj then ’ he 


looked' inside dk? ^dPhe 



was not to be 




t ■ 


and ;he was abetit do walk.*. bn, when he was startled 
by r, hearing h low, sweet voice say j wi^ a 

fonefgn?jd.'Ceent^'/ ? * ‘ ■ * ■ ■ ■ * ^ ■ ' • - ■ ’ • • 

! ) ;BearoMng'.vra|fektMssii5a:4^ighi^ 


SQmei'eme.icwt^a 

i jatf habf mx be*: la^' - ' ■ Sl^ spdfee 
.■than^befdre,: . 

Sir, I die with hunger p in the name of God take 
the little one.” 

. There* was no distrusting the pale 
sweet low voice. Without paufee, Mr Lyoitv 


again more ^ 


baby in his armsi and *^ 


u 




, young woman ^ ^ ' 


you 
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, Shi 0 rose,' but seemed tottering. ^^Lean on me/' 
said Mr Lyon. And so they walked sloWl}" on, the 
minister for tho first time iii his life carrying a Imby; 
. ¥pthing better occurred to him* tlian to take his 
charge to his. own house; it was the simplost way 
of relieving the woman’s wants, tand finding out liow 
she could be helped further ; and he thought of no 
other possibilities. She was too feeble for more 
words to .be spoken between them till she w«as seated 
by hisifiresidei His elderly servant was not easily 
amazed at anything her master did in the way of 
charity,' and at once took the baby, while Mr Lyor, 
iinifestelied the mother’s damp bonnet and shawl, 
and gave iiherji something warm to drink. Then, 
wMtin^ by herrtill it' Was time^tohff^^ h^-more, he 
had nothing to do but to ^notice thelovelin^s of her 
face, ! which, seemed to him as that of an angel, with 
a -benignity in jits repos© that oariieda more assured 


sweetness* than any smile. Grraduallyf she revi\^ed, 
lifted.- up her delicate 'hands between her face 'and 


the firelight, and looked at the baby which lay oppo- 
site to her on the old servant’s lap, taking in ipoon- 
fialsj withj much content; and ’ strCtdhing oiit maked 
feet, .towards the Theh, as her oomoious- 

,of I Irelief jgreW into i.o^nti^sting ’ memory, she 
Hp her eyes to Mr. Lyon; who stood close - by 
h^r,! and 'ssaid,! , in iher ; pretty; broken, way— ^ t 

I knew you had a good heart when* you; 'took 
,.5^i'Ljaat.joi5 :)5 ;qu see^^d .to ; as the ima^g of 


v^xThe gjatefuL glance of.ithose blue^grey dyes, with 
tLeir long shadow- making eyela8hes,?v .nbw 
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kind of good to Rufus Lyon ; : it memed to him as 
if a woman had never really looked at him. 

Yet this poor thing was apparently a 
Catholic — of delicate nurture, surely, judging 
her hands. He was in a tremor; he felt that 
would he rude to question her, and he 
her now to take a little food. She* 
evident enjoyment, looking at the child continually, 
and then, with a fresh burst of gratitude, leaning iic- 
ward to press the servant s hand, smd say, ‘^Oh, yoti 
are good I” Then she looked up at Mr. 
and said, Is there in the world aiprettw 

The evening . passed 9 a feed wai^ i»de up fbr the 
strange woman, and Mr Lyon had not asked her 
so much as, her name. He never went to bed 
self that ! night. He spent it in misery^ e 
horrible . assault i of Satam thouight a henzj Isad 

seized .hijm>*oWild vi^ons im 

thrust themselves ^ upon ; He 

woman had a husband he wished that 'te 

i * 




call her his own^i 


he’: .might 



beauty,'; that > she ‘ mights dov e. and = ' care^ Mbsi. 
what' to the^ mskss. have been caaij 

oaa.e-' of - >maiiy ? adloffifhMe * 

ttoup te - hf -daylight 'and oontadt with 

those common' foots ' of which ■ (XJ^moo-sense is the 
redex — was to him a spiritual cbnvidsion. He wi^ 
as one who raved, and knew that he mved* 
mad vrishes were irreconcilable with what he-’WSiB^^ 
and must be; as a Ghiistian minister ; nay, I 
ingi his soul as tropic heat penetrates tl^ 
change for it all aspects and alLfiavouis^’tl^ were 
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iii^ej^jancilable with donaeptioii of the world 

wSeh made his faith. All the bttsy doubt which 
had before been mere impish shadows flitting around 
a; belief that was strong with the strength of an 
misw^rvihg moral bias, had now gathered blood and 
substance. The questioning spirit had become 
suddenly i bold and blasphemous : it no loi iger in- 
sinuated I! soepticism 1 — it prompted defiaho© ; it no 
longer; expressed: cool inquisitive thought, but was 
the voice of a passionate -mood. Yet ho never 
ceased to regard it the voice of the’ tempter i the 
conviction which had been the law of hife belter life 


reinadned iwithin him as a conscience, ^ 
t;MThe//teuggle;-(af, that night was. an abridgment 
of ’ Ml hthe ^ ;struggles that - loame after.* Quick souls 
have - their intensest i life > ; in the first: anticipatory 
sketch; of twhat, may or ! will b©, and th^ , pursuit of 
thOTTMAiis^the pursuit .of that 'patMisiaciil vision 
wMch -dnIytdmpelM them, and' is left farther and 
feller behind, vanishing for ev©r*»©ven out* of hope 

in f the; moment which iS'scalWtsuccess. ^ ; , 


!»rThe meaning fMr - hyon h^d igUes^s hisi 

was I theh daughter df a JBVen<di oiScer of 
r iiank, 3 who i h^d !in Ae ■ Eussiim 

®n.'ffrSkei!had'^;6iso0lpedfff©rh to* Eng^ 

om order toi rejoin her ^hias^ 
whoink lehe had becoine 
’’as 'prisons of* war 
paroleta#^ liAig under! Ae 
AlirEge:€f some: 


■;k>^^tham she hadcbbeia 
). dri 'i Ae j Hanovte^n 







THl lADKBiil.. 


i2S 



bbtaihed ibis discharge in- order to visit England oa 
some business,: with ^ the nature of s was 

not acK^uainted, and had "been takeri-: pridonJer! li^ s 
suspeetfod spy* ,i4. short ‘ time after' dheir m^^rihge 
he and hig fellow -prisoners had been inoved' to 
town nearer - the edast^ and she had 'remained! in 
Wretched uncertainty dbout hiniy until at last a leito 
had' come froin him telling her that an exchange nf 
prisoners, had: ioccimred, . that ^ he = was in 
that, she must nse^ hear litmoet effort to folkiw 

jthat 1 oln •.airivihg on ■ English’ grotmd shd- sa^aisl 
send him - word teder cover ■ whidfe he • dha^ssedj 
bearing an address in Mndon. -;' 'Fearing the oppo- 
sition idf hbr tftieirdB,^ she * started nnfcnown to 
with small supply of inoBey ; and : after 

ing 'mnok discomfort and many .ftsars^m v 
psussage«,l ^ which Jshef last ’^ot' dm 4 : siiigdi ' 

wias»!%blenfe 'irritef hw baby was bom ; and 
"husbaiiMi^s,*ahswer 'C£^me,' she ‘ had'- cM 
to ^patwn^some.: dothes' and trinkets^! 
her- to^tr£^el4d EondKMi whe^e hd •' 
ait/ -theoBellO" .'Basutageftti 

l^aMf bo^e to heast 

flissidon they weosM take ^ip -and quil 
the^i(K3nnfey*‘f>>t4rm^sdd’at the Be4ie Sanva^ tl^ poor 
thing waited three days in v4in Ibr h^ hudbands loisi 
the. fourth a letter^ came in a strange hand, ss 3 ift% 
th4t; in, his last m<»^ts. he had desired this leter 
tj:?i be written ^to linform her^ of his death, and 
ine#d h return . te hot friends * cbbese 

oouiBe^f ‘bpit .she ■ soon/ 
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walking, tHat slie might save her pence to buy bread 
with ; and on the evening" when she made her appeal 
to Mr Lyon, she had pawned the last thing, over 
and above needful clothing, that she could persuade 
herself to part; with. The things she had not borne 
to part with were her marriage-ring, and a locket con- 
taining her husband’s hair, and bearing his baptismal 
name. This docket, she said, exactly resembled 
one worn by her husband on his watbh-chain, only 
that his bore the name Annette, and contained a 
lock of her hair. The precious trifle now hung round 
her neck by a cord, for she had sold the 'small gold 
chain which formerly held it* ■ ' 

, . The only guarantee of this story, besides the ex- 
quisite candour of her face, was a small packet of 
papers which, she carried in her pocket, consisting 
her ‘husband’s few letters, the: letter whioli an- 
nounoed his death, and her marri%e oertifioate. It 
was not so probable a story as that of many 'an in- 
ventive vagrant j-but Mr Lyon did 'not doubt it for 


a moment.- It was' impossible to him to miapeot 
this angelic-faced woman,- but. he had ^strong sus- 
jneiohs concerning her husband. He^oould mot help 
being glad that she -had not- 'retain^' -the address 
.felhadide^iaied her tO ' send to in i Loddon, -as* that 

learning ■p)artiGulars 
. > i But inquiries = might-^havel 'b^en* mada 

.#iYeso^'byi letter j'’ and her Mends there might have 
. beefel appealed 'toh iA-Con’seioustness, hot to be’-qtiite 
, sii^oedy toldl'Mr-'Ly this wks^the'^dr^d'he 

;»gh^ toi itakej'bht ii would have required ^mer- 
self-Gonques% and he was 0x6u-sed'#ohi; it by 



THB ’llADKdAL 



Annette’s ■ own dfsincllnation 
tives, if anyi other- aooeptabte possibility? bb«M - 

fotiM. f *’/; him 'A»fi.i'/rn<| a.-.i.r 

. He' (fei^aded, with a violenoe ' o!? feeling Hvhtcli ikr^ 
mcxuinted ail struggles, lest anything sholdd- tafce 
away, and place stioh barriers between theta 'ate Wonld 
make it nnlikely or impossible that she- slioiil&'‘ 'eTbl 
love him well enough' to became ‘bib •wife:'' 
saw- with perfect - clearness- that; nnless 'he ?tbte tap 
thisi mad pas^on -by the roots/hi'S tainiste^M'tasefilU 
ness* wenld be* festi'ated,- and' the 'tepose-bf Jh 
would be destroyed. '-This- Wnm^ 
erate Gatholio '-ten' tain^afe^'distefning' taet • aAle^^ 
talk made that piata’ tb; Mm J- eveii' if ^.pofeltlon 
had-been less equivocal, to tinite himfeh'tay ‘Siibh^'a 
WoMan wa^ nothing less than^ia? 
w^s^ ' already a fall that he ' h^id-' Wished* 
hi gh q)nrpose ’ to wMohl he /oWeth •&. * ' 
hefhad longed db soike backwoods whteie' thieriS 
wasinoeMirch'tci reproach himytedwherb h# 
haV*4othis iSW^ct s-^'-otaan^ tb wife) ' and* 

tenderness; >'* ThoSe '^sensibHities'^wM^um 








arc'c 


ed' eqd^^'lly through thte 
were atpotesed ; snddehfy' -im'-Mrl 

veall(b^^o 

tardy^' ?©itaOLtrf*en^e * A)f * conditions. ^ ‘> -HiS fiive * was ' the 
first loVe of a he^h'ywng'M^art fall C!(f'>Wondet^‘^jn?d 
worship. ' Bpt what to one ihan^is tha''‘'^irtijlte'^hh^ 
he has sunk ' below the' possibility ' of ■ aspititlg'-^topfi 
to> another > tha backsliding by VMeh * he fiktei#ftis 
sphitnal crown. ‘ ■-1 1 

' ! SOhe fend waSy 'that ■ Annette • remained ■kihiS'hotese.* 

E 
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Hie ihael striven against himself so far as. to represerit 
her ; position to some chief matrons, m. his cotigi'ega^ 
tion, praying and yet dreading that they wonkl 'So 
take/jiof /hy tlie hand as to ■ impels e/ -on liiru that 
denial i ef his 'qwn'lqnging not to let her go ont of 
hjs , sight,, -which he. found it tcx> hard to impose on 
himself, But they regarded the case coldly: the 

after all, a vagrant. Mr Iwon wiis 
pbserypd to he^iaiirprisingly weak- on the subject--: 
bis - . eage;?nefis . spemed disproportionate • and . unbe^ 
Cjom.ingl; .and -this yopng , French woman, ! Una-ble^to 
p:?c2:)ro^r,hprself very.; clearly; was no = more, interest*- 
imgjtp; those, matrons and their, hnsbands than other 
pr^ftty), fy(i>^]|ig i women .-suspiciously cdrcxHiagtanaedi 
’yh^jfiWptie'ftvillih.g: subscribe something to carry 

hpr uni ?heriW‘«ayj-or.;if.iSh'e took some iodgingS' they 
>y^9i)hJ//giyoLher,,ia; lit, tie- sewing,, and endeavour to 


0 g^:iyerhhe;f‘ 5 feom!Bapa^try,,.; If,.}mwever, she was- a 
r^^ctabJle^' p^r^son^i - as said^ the; only proper 
‘.heri was. itg. . go baok te her iowrii- country 
andrf4^»4^^.{cl4>spitOiiof binj^olf, Mr Lyon;-:©Dcultadi 
^Che^^e f,se^is^dr/ ar^rPaj^Umow .that he-shonW 

bife own-eyesi' nH© told^totnself that 
wonld bo /served; By bis food 

^Jcii?bieri'Olsewheff‘e^an wpensei. .which 
afford. .; r 4 .nd f < shOi < wasf : -apparently 
la's to; --to 

itelhabf ,-;thatait -■^woifTJdr ^bllyito .tbijafc of 


TIB :]|IAPIQAL. 


iiig watited its old fervony, he i. seemed to shun, th^ 
intercourse of his hrethreuj/and is^ery. naeui:^fal i sus-? 
picions were entertained. A ? iferpal i 
was presented to him, bnt if laslif 

already determined to act in anticipation ,,tsSfe 

admitted that externalMcircumstances, oonjoiiae4-wiiSl 
a peculiar state of nhhdj-were ihkelyl ,tO;rhi^ 
fruitful exercise of his noiinistry,: and he resigned if. 
There was muchi sorrowing, roiuch expostnlp'tinn, bj,rt 
he declared > .that . ifor the present he ; w.asi 
unfold himself more fully;, he eniy, wished 
solemnly that lAnnette- Ledm,Jhof^gh.,Jbli^ti%^^#^ 
ual Things,, was* in a .worMiy a^phre.-andi virtnf 

ous womaiii, Nomcr^ jtv'^s to he said, and he departed 
to a distant town. 'Here he maintained: himself, Aiir 
nette, and the child, with the remainder of h^s 
and with The wages h^ earned as a printer’s ifeader. 
Annette < was i ?one * of . those angelic^faced , helpless 
women ; who* f take lall; things^ as manna from heaven-; 
the go^ image of the welhheloved Saint jTjoitm wished 
her to stay ? with him, .and there was*^ nothiiig? 




I me ?io ve®»Jawai xi®i i 


he -saw "^lat ‘the idea of-,his heingLherl^w^jwasTcK? 

retn^tei&om' her mind -fe her to have any idea that 
she ought; not toAive'Tvith hirm She#;had never 
known, never asked the reason why he*gave up^Jds 
ministry. She seemed to entertain as little ‘conneril 
about the strange world in which' she live<iis»s ^%hi^d 
in. its nest: an avaUnche , had fallen: ovefTh^^pa^l^ 
but. shei .sat warip /^nd uTOW-^hedr^fet^ 


pEtlX HOtf, 


I2f* 


^ moTTOwSj and h6t babj flourished- She 

^ seem even to care about a priest, or about 
himng child baptised^ and on the subject of 
wHgion Mr Lyon was as timid, and shrank as much 
speaking to her, as on the subject of his lov e* 
drwied anything that might cause her to feel 
& sudden repulsion towards him. He dreaded dis- 
turbing her simple gratitude and content. In these 
days bis religious faith was not slumbering ; it was 
uwake afld achingly conscious of having fallen in a 
gtniggle. He had had a great treasure committed 
to him, and had flung it away: he held himself a 
His unbelie\ung thoughts never gained 
and consent of his soul. His’- prayers 


kiid ghfied 'by the sense that there was some- 
tbliig he preferred- to complete obedience : they had 
ceaeed to be anything but intermittent cries and 
and a submissive presentiment, rising 
©rfen to an entreaty, that some great dis- 
might come, that the dulled spiritual sense 
might h^wmised^-to full vision and hearing' as of old, 
iteid the jfeiots become again supreme in his 

Msyk- - ' Mr ' Lybn < wfll perhaps seem a very sina-pl e 
Wi^ pitiahly -narrow’ theories ; but none 
are “ - quite - large enough for all the 
ahdfbthe end of 'men’s struggles 
i:ei3aahi' for- those who ^sink > ifeom the 

'cfowd for whom the 

^ - -ieaEned Idr : iLyon^s 

h secerning, amd rheing 

'*on’ 






THE RADICAL 


thougti he had been working extra honrs and 
much in need of repose, took the child firoin its 
mother immediately on entering thf honfeei land 
walked about with it, patting and talking soothl- 
ingly to it* The stronger grasp, the new senslir. 
tions, were a successful anodyne, and baby went 
to sleep on his shoulder. But fearful lest any' moy 
ment should disturb it, he- sat down, and endiired 
the bondage of holding it still against his shoulder. 

“You do nurse baby well/’ said Annette,. approv- 
ingly. “Yet you never nursed before I 

“No,” said Alr Lyon. “li had noubro'&^.lwd 
sisters.n ■ - y.- : 


“ iWhy • were ■ you ';hot. ’ married ? ” Annette had 
never thought' of asking that question before.: 

“ Because X never loved any woman — 
i thought ij shouid never’ marry. ; 

marfy;”'">:.^' »' ';jX. „ m 


i • * Annette : ? Started. 




rshe^ was^ the woman he* wanted to lharry ; • what '.had 
flashed on her mind was, that there might: be'va 
great cha-hge' in Mr Lyon’s life. It -wafe^ a^^tf^.fee 
lightning hadif entered her dreMU'* aiM Jba^ 


awaked' her...'' ■■nt*; ^ 

c ,n yon.^tiimk it fooHsh, AnnetbBf.^tbai! 




“I did not expect i%’’ sli© said, doul^Ey. = “I 
did not know you thought about it.” r*:.*.. 

“You know the woman I should like to mBSTy:2fl 
“I know her?” she s^id, interrogatively, biusMng 


deeply. ■ • ‘ = ■ * " - ■ - 

“It is yoi4 Aimette*— you whom T^.ihavei loved 
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h^U&r than my duty. 1 forsook everything for 

yon.’* 11 

Mr I>yo 3 i paused: he was about to do what m 

felt wook be ignoble— to urge what seeuied like a 


you love me, Annette? Will join be my 
wife?^ Annette trembled and looked miserable. j 
Do iK>t speak — forget it/’ said Mr Lyon, rising 
ip^ddenly and speaking with loud energy. Nf>, n© 
—I do not want it — I do not wish it.” 

The baby awoke as he started up; he gave the 
ohiid into Annette’s arms, and left her. 

Hift wmrk took him a'way early the next morning 
smmI ite n^t again. . They did not need to speak 


mnaok to ©ach’oyi^. ‘ The third day Mr Lyon was too 
iii to go to work. His frame had been: overwronglit ; 
be -had been too poor to have suflSciently noxxiushing 
Ibod, under tiie shattering of his long-deferred 
Ids health had given way. They had no regn- 
'lae^vant— ^only occasional help, from an old woman, 
who lit the fires and put; on die kettles. Annette 
was Ibioed- to be the sick -nurse, and this sudden 
OR her sliook away some of her torpor. The 
was a serious one, and the medical ihan one 
hearing Mr Lyon'.in his^ delirium raving with an 
fluency in Biblical lairguage, suddenly 
jivMh . in^eased curiosity : at i . Ainnett© , 



maM s^,' 


>pr some 


r i ' • ( ■ t (■ 


( said Ahne^^ . ishakijig her 
good to me.” / » 


9 ”;- -? 



Tm> * KkMGAi: 


^ Mor^ toau' k ■ i ! * I f *'J j Vv- ^ X A j '/ , ; i t ' i I i,f 

Was ‘he*a pr6Stciifer‘o4c€i1^^^'’' " /■> 

“Yes.” 

' Wiien did lie leaVe i:>rf beid^ a pr^achei*^” 

‘ “Socto aft^r he cabe-ef^ flvjhjiiiff 

that his dbild?^- ^ ‘ ;;::T i 

- ■ Bir/^ said' ABnette^ coiottrmg' indignaTttly-^ 

a^'widow,”* ’ ’•’ "- ' '-^i' .■■Mtv/i? 

'^he’dackx^Y, Ae^ A ldofe^ ’at"li4i‘ Md^y lhdf' 
he asked no more qtiestSonk ‘ ' ' • * ' = ' ^ ‘ ‘ ‘ 

' When the sick -man was''g4tti3igi'beitet, ^le 
to enjoy inn^lid’s foodj he bMe^r?^ • (tee^'^yf 


he ’ was' taking isome ^hisothy bha^ ^AlMieto* %^elS docking • 
att ‘hhn^ ^ he ' ^tiSed ‘ fook- * at** in !Fdtiimy'^ and^' 

v^s fitifnck with a new expression* in her faloe, quite 
distinct from the merely ■ 'passive > ' ewefefiiess' %iiisfi' 
usually ' chsntbcterised- -it ' ' She' “feM mfer^ iitff# ’ Mnd* 
(ka hisy Whi<5h wab* now^titoSparently thm, amd said,' 
ain getting very Wike , ’ I ' haw ^ ‘some '(M thn* 
bol)kb '’to make money— tho dootor ’ tbl<l me^ "^ene^f 
£md^ ■€ ‘hslvd looked into ^ tlm shops ■ %lier€^ '^tfedy ' 
ca^ -aiid'bdnne^ and pretty things,* 'aai'<i 'I ’6ktt”#o 
iMt, bnd ^ moto'^ohey ih'fceepf u&- ‘"And 
yoii arO^weli ^eno^Q^h 

bOen^maino<l*kiiy^ing‘*'elise) shall’ 


. >? , 


call you Papa — atid Ih^n We sh^ nevOr part. 

Mr I^on tremhfed. ’ This^ 
peihaps^had made a great dliahge in Annett^. 
ferthight ’ after ' that ' they ■ wetO ' ^MiriOdi ' ^ ' Ay 

before^ he hadi tentmed^to hdf if sW’iSi toy 

dhS^lty khidut ' her * ■ tefi^ion/ ' tod ' if ^ bBO* WltdM"' 
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sent to have Za petiie baptised rand bronj^ht up as 
a Protestant. She shook .her he94 rand said very 
simply — 

“Nor dp„;F;^ance, in other days, I wonld have 
minded; but all is, changed. J.iiever . was fond of 
religion, but I knew it was right. Taimak 

ials^ ■ et . marl . qui iiait, . heaU. But 

all that is gone away. There is nothing, of my 
reIigiQ3p,i^V cototry^ But. the good God must 
be here, for you are good.; I leave all to you.” 

It was clear 'that Annette regarded her present 
life as a sort of death to the woald — ^^an existence on 


a . .retttote island where 'she, had beeii' .saved from 
■wr^ck^j-iiShe vvas>^oo Jndolent mentally, too little 
int^mst^d)! to, ac^juaint;.harself/Wiith .secrets of 
theiisle.- The transient energy,, the tnore, vivid, con- 
®^?ipi^3nes8 . and .sympathy which had- been, stirred in 


h^j-duTjL^. Mr Lyon’s iljness, had, soon /sphsidcd 
infe the.plid::,apaAy. to everything except 'her child.* 
She. uwithej^-ed ‘ .Jlik% , a.xfdariti iuv the 

three >y^arSi .fslpw 

J. V thjre;e years . i to .>]!dr 

iHtTf^eriod; self- suppression iand 




%r.^nQther..^a^];^W;,m9n knoWf ..Strangeil 

to have drawn ^ 

if he.Jiad brokers 

^ fVp;^^ ,1 right , to 

.^pag. 

W,h9^h^ fhi^ tlippgihtSf 

jhadj 

W#Pri Wi AOtWi . 


hPm^ 



THte ^ liAMlMt 


either from himself or the ; •Ke'lnie# th^t^ he 
had fallen, and his world had fo%otit^ him/Oi^yhodlt: 
their heads at his inemoj:yj • The ‘Onl^^^ati^fhd^h 

he hi^^d w^s the satisfaction of his tenderness-^' whicii 

, # 

meant rjhtirmg* ivorfc, tmtrnng’ patienCh,' 
wakefulness even to the dtimb sign^ of feeling in ■ a 
creaturci whom he a-Ione cared fon ; , ,,! ! 

The day nfhparting he was-k^ with 

little Esther as the one visible sign of that four years’ 
break in liis life. A year afterwards he entered th© 
ministry again, and lived with the utmost sparing- 
ness tliat Estiier might be so educated as to be able 
to get her own bread in case of his death. Her 
probable facility in acquiring French naturally sug- 
gested his sending liei’ to a French school, which 
would give her a special advantage as a; .. teacher?. 
It was a Protestant school, and French Protestantism 
had the high recommendation of being non-PrelatioaL 
It was understood that Esther would contract no 
Papistical superstitions ; and this was perfectly true, 5 
but .she contracted, as we see, a good deal, of 
Papistical vanity. : 

Mr Lyon’s reputation as ^a preacher and devoted 
pastor had revived ; but some dissatisfaction:, be^^ 
ning to be felt by his congregation at a certain 
laxity detected by them in his views as to the limits 
of salvation, which he had in one sermon .even 
hinted might extend to unoonsoious recipients, of 
mercy ^ he had found it deskable seven years agOiilo 
qnit lhis ten years’ pastorate and accept a 
the.Iess important ohuroh in Malthouse '®reby 
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m 


thistorjy at tihat time* cm- 
human 'being ;b6^id€is 
WiwIC , , We ! perhaps guess what memories 
^^j. wer#, ih^t '-relai^d the, stTO of his doe^ 

lUi^rpn tha,.p?)int of^.salviation. In the deepest of 
heart iSaid— ' . - p : 




a ^ 


Though she be dead, yet let me think the lives, 

Vffi-; fb*!Ai4’|eei mjliiimd/ that dies for iwa^t of herJ” ' ■ 

i] . * > 5 ; j I i i? '♦ 1 j ' I ■ ; ' i ■' ' i ■ > ■' ■ ” •(; ■> i,'| ' t .' ? 
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CHAPTER til. 


t 


i ' »'■ I .. 1 ! i}: 

, i ; , ' * > / N ■ ■ r ’ ' I : ■ ■ ■ ^ 

‘ ' * ' f 

K. It was but yesterday you sjjolce hitn well— ‘ ' 

. You’ve chaii^ your so^ soon ■ > ; • ^ :j 1 ; unn^ 

That, changing to iny thought, has •' 

: , No h^:pou.ph : ; , ,1 • 

Because their upijer side looked fair to IiItti. 

.isUke I 


ji." '€oristaii'c^ ill rn 

. 5 ' i * ' ; 


dS cdtist^nt lolly. 


t i 


i »> 


The news that the rich heir lef / the Transom^ ims 
aotuefliy ^ cofche shaob}; jahd* /iiaid 1 heen*^ seen 'at p^teby , 
tvas oairried'to isblne one blsstwho^^had it^ore reasons 
teai being interesled ■< ire it i * than, ’ the Be verend’ ^ 

Lyon was yet conscious of having. It was ’ 
t(>‘--thii' tha^natT three olclbcby iwoi .daysn^ 
a/ eairria^e^ ‘aiifl fpaix, withj ? eoaobmaiii .ah A footmatoh in 


oriMsOn ^ tsuiai^ t 


IPA 



oh -Tirari^o«^‘ i f » Twid^ ^ therer^ 

whose Bandit ^ rested 

omiaiifbihotted’ MioL^'held between his hnees ^ and .a 
iyb^^'byedjl Well-f^tnred llady^ fa/fc and tEnddleiagedrtt^ 
h mbkhjbaih of ’ satln^ - ladef ? and ' esdquisite - naiiislinri^al 
broidery J ^ ^They; were net .j^ersons of highly 
able' appearance^ hut • tb most Trebians* theyii^^emod 
absolutdy hniqub,* and? liMy' t(i^be^faidwni-aBiy w 
If yon had looked down * on theih^fifPt| tW 
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Sampson^s coaoh^ he would have said, after lifting 
his hat, ^^Sir Maximus and his lady — did you see?” 
thinking it needless to add the surname. 

“We shall find her greatly elated, doubtless,” 
Lady Debarry was saying, “She has been in the 
shade so long.” 

“Ah, poor thing!” said Sir Maximus. “A fine 
woman she was in her bloom. I remcLi^ber the first 
county ball she attended we were all ready to fight 
for the sake of dancing with. her. I always liked 
her from that time — I never swallowed the scandal 
about her myself.” 

“ If we are to be intimate with her,” said Lady 
Debarry, “I wish h you would avoid making such 
allusions, Sir Maximus. I should not like Selina 
and Harriet t6 hear' them.” . , . ! 



, dearj I should diave forgotten all about; the 
., jonly , you remind - me of it Bometimes,’^ 
jithevi^roriet, smiling and taking out his 

' ' / s I, ; i M > ) ; < j ■ ; , ' ' 

.-^^fj'Lhese sudden turns^ of! fortune! are often danger^ 
ousf ’to > an excitable- ocmstitutidn, ' ! said Lad j- Debarry, 
notf-eho^Hsihg to netioe her Ikusband’fe epi^Bani.; >^^Bdor 
Lady Alida Methurst got heart-disease' from a. sudden 
of ! luck-TTithe/ deaths dfs herisunol^l ydu know; 
If'lte Taransdme were m&4 she 'would go to- tO wn^— 

mow^aM bonsuft’ Dr^-Trundieoh. 
tysel€^‘>hlBilwou]d:! orders; her dighjailiis s I 
tfe ofterii^i^iedKemetly what ?a',prescJrffptic)-n! Wiouhi 
be;u' But;4fff osrtfdnSy' l^^ialwaysf one; tweak 

tiske vwfidirfetoodnmedioiifeobetter 







X aaXw 


, ‘f ghe's ^ healthy woman enough^ siirelj : liow 

upright Bhe is, and she rides alpwt i Jika ; a mivl of 

twenty. 


**■! i l.lill i 


“ Sh (3 is 80 thin that she makafi nje ^hnddww” r I/: • 
. “Ptioh! she’s slim and active ;, wow«» W?efnot 
bid for by the ponMd.” 

. !“Pray don’t be 80 OoarSe.!’ 


r J * I* 

•■ ;.7.- A - •■ 


■ Ml) ' )"i,» »it'r,s? t"'* 


, ^ 

Sir Maximns lauglied and showed bieji. 
which made his laughter .yeryifbuooBaing*.... 'The 
carriage stopped, and, they :'w, era jrfoon u^hf4'€!d-»t<?. 
Jdrs Transomo’s sitting-room,; wfeege she 
iug at lier worsted embroidexy,; -!, A iit^tid?!il.yi(ei*n 
htoidary had been a oonstant elenjent in.Mts TtranJ 
some’s life ; that soothing, owiipatinn . of,- taking 
stitches to produce what neither , she,, .no? ansy f«i(% 
else wanted, was then the nesonKe^.iofvlJiiiiJsWi^^t 
born and unhappy woman. ■' [j ,,} biiiii! ‘-.id qn idw.,-: 

, She reosived-braoh iWMin; oongratul^tion- fl^idf,|ffes- 

sare ,of i her, hand .with pepfeo* iownpdSdre, lO^ 

but she « hfloame : paler than 
turned .quite (Soldi The Debarrys.didiaiehiyieiij^ 
yijhat-iHarold’Sipcslities.werei.ii// tW hJ(j'‘hj 

f, ihWett^.b'tr lucky youngst«a'|is..epmb)hi«t^!ini(fl5i 
thne," said Sir Maximus j V.if.be’llj.e{ft&^#a.#^ 
can 'run.,, in;. liam^sa'itogethlii-iSft^Ifkeep 





'“■'‘^7/ i; aunl 



«■ n I i 

y ; 3 , , m-- ■ ,t --.J ’ |?V ' '" . 

tumingi .ju^fc now,'’ s _ 
hj^lp thinkiing that aortwthing wnuld-'ooci»it£>.. 
PbiMpsfcom .hating eueh awan.as.iPeter .0 

hhtj colleague/:’ i '.i .'..oi'jT'tMnw 'nnii iul 

pall , my vfriapjd-j, Harold I# 


FELIX 



MiaiimiiSj ft#,' yoii know, I remembor liiin only as 
be ^as wkeii' th^t portrait was takeii.’’ 

That is a long while ago,” said Mrs Transome. 

My son is* liiich' altered, aS yon may imagine,” 

^ Thete was a confnsed sonnd of voices in the library 
while this talk was going on, Mrs Tmnsome chose 
to ignore that noise, but her face, from being '2)alG, 
lo *insh a littlei - ' ^ i • . . 

‘ “ ^^tTes, »y^ on the; Outside, I dare But he was 
a fine fellow-^T always diked him. 'And if anybody 
hM asked me w^hat' T shonkb choose for the go(M 
of 'the odiinty, I couldn’t haVe thought of atiy thing 
better thMn- hsiving a young Transome for a neighs 
boiir^#he will take' an active part.'* 'The Tmnsomes 
and Debam^s »wfere always on' the right side 
thgetherin old days. ^ Of course he’ll stand— he has 


made up his mind to it ? ” i 

>-■ The- ■ ! need' ' for ’ an ' answer to this ' embarrassing 
qwesMon? was deferred by the inbreafie of inakioulat^ 
‘^cieompanied^y a<bArk #om 'the library, and 
the:^dden^appd,rancse af the tapestry-huifg doorway 
ofuld Mr Transome with^ a' <xrd'TO^ 
jftayingi^a- Very poor-paced horse for a black-man (*d 
totle* ‘ boy ^ aboiit hhj^ee* years • ol(^ who- * *wiis mrgin g 
Mil ehcotlragiiig lioises - and occamonhl 

thmhfs 'frdm a stick which he wielded with ^ some' 
dtMafetey^sitteW^ a* vague gentle 

lilt^ Baron^^got tip to 
’ Muff^^'at Mw log^ 

hw, 

something mew to be looked the^ 

in ^ftorft^ hf ^ the ‘ boUafpaMy, drag- 




gikg kis stids, aiad staii^Mg 

distaiice 'as he fixed black.;jeje®»'orii.Ii^d-y 
©iepbarrj. ■' ' ■ ' i -• 

’^r^^Dear me, what a. 'fepiendid -little 
Jfemb ! why-^it cahndt be — can it be — that 
f ' h^ppi^iessi t<i> b6’ a 'giaaclmsanma ? ^ - 1 * . • ; ^^ 

Yes 5 that is my son’s little boy.” 
r I ! r % Indeed 1^’ ’ said ^ Lady Defearry j leally i ^ stoafe-z^ed. 
^ d • * bet^br h^rd ^ ■■ yo4’ ; speak - * of his . mam^agei'i ■/ 


til -f 


“ No,” said Mrs Traneome, eoldiy^p^W 
0— o^Oh'I” said-Lady^Bebar^i ibii 
brOiisly* n?ndeoMed;,;b€iit’?®6ebHOon^^ies^,"‘ 

dn^ ^ general ■ 'mibtinesSi:^* - 5 '.'^ HWvt -i 


^ifen liiat 'We »o«M^ not ^ lave ? 

riferridgei ■ Boit he’^ 5 a,eharbiiEig *tollet fi 
to me, von leimd^ciieeld©^ 

/ V 


iak\dtaiapn? was ■ miheeded ' At lastj ^ p® 

forWajiki'aaDd pbii^ngifeis lips, the ^fehe*; 


imiiy tames ' 

laid, opiiiien;€Kf 

inAanb <“ nang^hby old 'had 

p^ly^et of ha^ardots^ 


fhtrn^^sm 






Md of sher aim'^witli his teeth, -aiicl ,bit 
i^s&Li alt hts* m»ightw J < I Happily tho. stuffs upon it were 
some protection, but the pain forced Mrs Transome 
tos gCva.'fet low cry land Sit Maximus, who had now 
turnted . to?, reseat* himself, shook, the little rascal off 
whereupon he burst; away and trotted into the library 
again. ' . 7 J - : - 


.b^hs ifeaB lI^ou are hurtj” said Lady Debarry, with 
sttoere TpiBoera. s f f What ^ .a< little savage I Bo have 
ybti??‘ann. attended* 4 . 0 ^; my dear-^I recommend fo- 
mbmUtwrtrtMonlt / ttdnk . of » ^ me* ” ; I ' ; . jt;. 

-M'ff'Oh thank? you,'dtds nothihg,” Mrs aVan- 
^OB^^iifeiting ‘her * i lip and’ smilirigt /'si^teriiaitely! 5 it 
Iwffl t oft ^ 'Lhe i pleasures of . being ; a grand- 
marnipj^, I^nipdreeivieif , . i3f he >iehil(ij has taken a ,dis^ 
like;to 7 m^=;}l hdt:rhei.mafces ; qmita d mMr life for Mr 
Transome ; they weiieipfayfelJc>ws-.atiOnoe.” 


k 


'O' 


-_iessHii5^]a^ift.!^fbaW^Sir,,MaJ6imus: is 'od,! 

■ti!#<aHnt.rfoflsjaar®ld' kkvin^ .beeii .ai family man s« 

^ad© . jUpHidy I ftiind .-.Jie .■■was i a. .youEigs baduc 

! ••’V^tfiam/bJd.iStagfri Iidm, .fcoiibp lauirellu.And 
»<AaaXbe m&Hried?M|jI hope i we isMi soon bairo 

--'.pf •seeing'. MijSj, Harold T®anscaatte.”.MHii' 
liBaps|i (Rouped iiwitji i; old I Mr {Transoms j. bad 
.«iM^d:,tbe..|7re.ions .conversation on .dbS 

i..i!.4r-t;.\r.l' I.-, l, i. ..I-'.; -M 1,'. 

li^int^:: Ldjd'-Ilefearry ! hastily 
r^iiayfjdfeaflr! ®.ir, |fc;'iinixb; we 
^ iMiS '{Brapsoin© fixasiiil attendibg- to 

.^er word„my dear~we shall see you- 

mi w7#;®ome aad . dinb-swiitb , on 




TBX KAyfCAI-. 


Thigjs^ay— »y y«s, only yee* Sir Maxiwas ia long- 
|ig!to,sjee hii»; and Fhilip. will -bo .down.” ■■ 

,(,‘‘;ye9, yes!’’ said Sir Maximna; “to musSlose jw 
in HiaJiing Philip’s actiuaiutanoe, . Ilell biw 
Philip is a fine fellow-- carried everything jbefore 
hyn at Oxford. And. your son must be returned 
alc^ig.with lym for North Loainshire.! You ’s«.id,he 

Hieaint to stand y ” i- ■ 

, “ Ii.will write and let you know if Harold luwaaiy 
pngagernent for Tliursday; he wmild of 00Ui'sj5i-!?# 
happy otherwise,” said- Mrs 'Pransom^ievadtaf ^^1-6 


g^jiestion, , ■ ■: m ^'5fiir.r> 

not , Thursday, , the next -dayrr-the.. very, first 

day.,M oair-’-’! i ' 

ijliTha visitors; left, and Mrs TmnsomeiWas 
glad: of the painful .bite whioh,. had sa^ipdi her<i,^ 
bpjng I . qweatiwed , furth.ur., labout, ,5pitpl<f^ -igntetitihi 
flfhlft ia .the , last vish, I. -slWl. receive, ..from., then),.’,: 
she said to herself as the door closed, behpdjtlt^) 
j#d ahe '.rang for Denner. .. , / “r -m-jU 

(.(..‘.tThat pwn cgeature is not ;happys,t3p-.M!«!ii»^’l 
said. L%dy Upbarry ns. th(jy. droy,e.,a(l{*»g,jh '{ShWii 
t^gi.aiwbsfs her about ■.hM,iS9%.nd'bdP®,v.ih^e/_p 
noting . -unpleapaifi!. ip, his- 

h^t.his iiaaFrjago a .ge^rejt .fi'ow herKoPt.'.iSb® vveis 

a^amod of (it, ^ if jthhtyTfew. aVdsasstfi by. -this 
tit8ie.,„,<44t^ living, the, ■, East ,s 9 ... 1 oce-bo,;SiW^ 
hafSllwowEWiia.soJit! of. p,^rgQP!. one., would 
hf Iptinial^. .with? ond .that .saKSge ■h9yTTrte,,li9®Si9>d 
'Jootelika'ia.iUkdy’s. child,”, ;,-. .d, ..-.J. ,^ta-3>>b 

f ,kfi,Eoob^ -mr idtfWi” ' -.said . -Ma.jjwHpj .dJ^<iiS9ep 
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'0f ‘ ecitintfy it otfr rltity to Took at 
man's position ‘and '|Mitieg. Riilip arid iny brotk^# 
ane bdtk of that opinion, ’ and I - think they know 
what’s' right, * if any man doea.’ 'WO*ai’e bound tO 
regard every man Of Oiir party as a public mstAl 
Inent, : and'Uo pttll all together: The ’ Ttansomes 
have always been a good Tory family; but it has 
been a cipher of late years. This young fello^w 
Go-ming btek ’with a fortune to give the family a 
head gtnd a pbsition is a clear gain to the^ county ; 
and with Philip he’ll get ihtb the right handst-nof 
course he wants guiding, having been out of the 
Country 6o‘ dong. All we have to askfis^/ wlidther 


a man’s a Tory, and will make a stand for'*thC'^g00li 
Of ‘ the comitiy ^^dhat’s- - ihe ’ ’plain' * Bhg^ish of toi e 
matter:-’ And' i do beg of' you, my dear, tdsOtdside 
aiP these go^iping' niceties, and ekert 'yoU¥self^idifc4 
a.'#'o^an«of senS'e^an(l 'spirit as you'ai:e;>^6 bfingfihe 

'>* '■ ' ' ' '■ ' V- < '■j<i ill I M 



Here Sir Maximus gave- a ‘ded^ Cdughy-toelt toiSI 
his sftiuffilfcx,- andl'ta^pe'd' itrS he had’ iJiadfe a/ ■g^nous 
maril^l speech,* ■aa'e'^erti<cwi‘ te wMeh*'li4 -v^a®* bti-elTf 
uTge^f^by- anything' 'Smtfer't}hkn 
seSenCA^*' lAnd thi^ ^btrtlihe Of tlLCr*Whbl#*duty^^i, 
Tt^y' 'Cf^'’(ioilsoi^ce> wi#i ; -^idtlgli 

Watohjeuah’ had pointed ekpiresslytO’Shr 
M»im4s:®^b^i^ to Others, brayding'thO 
‘cO^pe^ran^dP'the ^Tbriwa^ ccteyoioW'feelitoess 

^tlcb-f'howOTer/ wouirt l4 
defeated by the oo-bperation‘'bl^’ 8dI‘7^^e' fri4Hde’ *bf 
iIJnd lib§r^,=:^o,’ the ’^WatchmtftL vtdt 


bb all nod^pClMOal 4#fhrene^*ffe 


THE- ^ADKiSAL. 


i^tiiria representativfes pledged to support tke -pres- 
eaat Gk>'VBmment. i; ■ 


I am sure, Sir Maximus,^' Lady^^>^Bbbai^ 
answered, ^^yoa coaid liot' have observed A that 
anything was wanting in my manners • to Mh? 
Transoms^” i ■ 

No, no, my dear ; but I say this by wsiy of 
caution. Nev^ mind what was done at Smyrna, 
or whether Transome likes to- sit with his heeli^ 



tucked up. We may surely wink at a few 
fb^^the sake of the public interesty-ifi-Gody 
does; and if He didn^if dWt’feno’^^’What wmM 
become of-' *the ocmniry — ^Gm^ernmedt* could 
never have been carried on, and many a good i battik 
ivould have been lost. That’s the philoso|)iiy -of the 
matter, and the common-sense too.’^ . s 7f.nI 

f ■ ’ '-Good Sir Maximus gave a deep cbugh a^d » tapped 
Ms box a^in, in-wardly remarking^ ' that if he 'feed 
not been -feuch' a lazy fellow he might have- 


fl^ire as his son Philip.' " 


if 





’^But ‘;at this point the- canSage, wMch. 
byn a; ’turi^ towards Treby parsed W 

dsres^ed ^ tnan; i who raii^ ^‘Mb^ hsBti^to- Sh? Maximus^' 
and called to the coachman to 
M - »^llExcfese f mb, Sir Maximnsj - saddi thfe .? pe^o^age, 
Statidihg-^ ‘at^ ' fhe 1 carriage idoor^ imii If 

Kaye y^deaamed something of kitipo!rtaiiee 
which I thought yon would Iike4o'-ku/CW‘;asJsdon,a^ 
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“ No f 'rather worse, I fear yon will tliinlr, A new 
Eadical candidate. I got this by a stratagem from 
the printer's boy. They're not posted yet./' 

“ A : Eadical 1 " said Sir ' Maximus^ in a tone 
of Incrednlons, disgnst^ as he took the folded' bill 
“What fool is he? — he’ll have no chance^’h . . 

“ They say he’s richer than’ Garstin.” . 

, ’ “ Harold Transome ! ” shohted Sir Maximus, as 
he read the name in threednoh letters. “I don’t 
believe it— it’s a trick— it's a eqnib: why— why -- 
we’ve jtifet been to his place— eh ? do you know any 
more? Speak, sir— speak;' don’t deal ’ out • your 
story, like a damned mountebank, who wants to 
k^ep fphople gaping.” : . ; , . 

' ^^^Sir ,^ :Maximtis, pray don't . giTe way so,” said 

Lady Debarry. ^ 

afraid there’s no doubt .about it, sir,” said 
GWstto After 'getting the bill, I^meti Mr 
iAbtonlsihleirk^^ a^^ said he iiad just had the 

whole story 

if engaged already,, and' a commfttee is - , being ;wade 
■dprrr Her^saysf Jermytt goes i iik6 : a steam -engine^ 
when A#ha^,afmind; although he makes sudi long- 
winded speeohe%^'^' : 'M .?!■;*( ,*?■ L:,fh;., 

,Q^^|j«Iernaynrl>ei htoged- for a tWo-faced. rascal I-:'. iTell 


MitoM to.drive on.r It’s of no' use to.- stay-chatter, 
ing ^hBr^ rJump ppi bn the I box and . go .home with 
us.ff.&may^wa^t.you/^ 

“You see I was right, Sir Maximus,” 'saidi>?thq 
Eardnet'^^wife^bf^ Lihad andnstiinot? that] we jehotilci 
ft^!hkn'ahu%)leisant,pers^ -br.: ' v 

J’udge ! if you had such a :fme( ihstmot;! whyi .<^4 



THJI BADIQAL* 


let 118 go to Traiisoiae ■ Court and make fools of 

■' ■" Vi! 

Would you have listened to :tn^? Bm.ofcXKmrsa 

you will not have him to dine with.yoti? " • - .v 

, ' . Dine with me ? ‘ I should thinh not. - I’dt scione® 
he. should dine, : off me. I see how it is elearV. 

enough; .He: has beooine ■anregulaEf-beaBt^aiB®®# 

these Mahometans he’s, got neither ^ religion : nqr. 
morals left. cHe can’t, know anything about .Englishi 
politics. He’ll go and out his own nose off ae^iland- 
holder, and.never kno.W; : However, he vWon.(t i@4hidhi 

^e’Ekpeudhis motnsr fornethingv”' ! ^ 

. ,“,I fear he. is, la ,yeryrlifieahohSi m>an,” isaidiiLi#^ 
Debarryi I . We . know now, why his mother “ 
so jineasy. I should think she reflects 'k lit 
creature.” ,< , , .ypdfc.v!u^i 

..I'tlt’a a, .confounded; nnisanGe; we didn’t .nseet Ohria-, 

tian.en,our.way,i insteadi ofi coming ^Imk;., hut. better 
new thani'later, i uncomhioniy adreit, nse^l 

y, -that, factotum. , of .Philip’s. , IisyishilPhih.trohld 
,m5»iih«aniawiigiv§ me Christian.,, I-’d mate ,hfl» 

ristewand, 5 ■ ! hei 1 imight ,r#dnP$>y 

.i I'ii." -r-. h.’i'.d 

"iPeihftp^ Sh: Maximns! would. nolilh«?A».,h^>fSe' 

€i ct .+.a 



TTir .s, i ^ ’ - " — - - , ^ ^ 

, . , 

bmg8 .condBmwd to , carry such a buge^i^l^hth^t^ 
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anoej-and Iiad no conception of tlieir own tails ; their 
parasites doubtless had a merry time of it, and often 
did extremely well when the high-bred saurian him- 
self was ill at ease. Treby Manor, measured from 
the front saloon to the remotest shed, was as latge 
ad a moderate-sized village, and there were certainly 
more lights burning in it every evening, more wine, 
spirits, and ale drunk, more waste and more folly 
tham ooiild he found in' some large villages. There 
#as fast revelry in ' the steward’s room; 'and slow 
revelry in the : Scotch bdiliff'-s room ; short whist, 
costume, and flirtation in the housekeeper’s fodm, 
arid;, the 'Same at a lower- price in the servant^’ hall: 
d si^ect OiijHnpian ‘feast in the private 'apartmfent of 
the'poofe,i'tvho.wah'a mlicHiigratider person i;han‘ her 
ladyship, and wore gold and jewellery to a vast 
amoUtit of suet p a gambling ‘group’ in ^the stables, 
^d -<4iei>ebaohmanv, 'perhaps the most innooent mem- 
of -the! testablishmoBt,' tippling im tfi^'estic soK-i 
i 'fire' inrthe’halrhesd'rocin. ' 'h’or'Sir Maiiii 

ms, ah wery one»saidp vvhs'a gerttleman’ (rfdhe righli 
sorVeondescended to nb flsean inquiries', greeted his 
head-servants with a “good evening, gentlemOfi'T 
wheff 'hh me't’them! ih the Park,' a¥ild’ only snatledi in 
way ‘When 'hefipofehdil^verrthe aehounte,' 
p®*»f hadure ifi-omei. pemaal -iiico&tieriietloe^ ‘ ih 

■«nsti'tutibn«'0f'thS'h(>uiltry'i ‘to 
fteneditai^i ’es'iablishth^irt’ -aiM ‘'dh I’hih 
ddl^ itt Ififrilithe SS«ioAi of 

ittlodmtfriaHdtto‘Mfeh^[t'.ltad pleased bpkwidmich 

-n VTr&^l‘nt It 

‘6f 'fcrii liyiic^ ^ TreVy 


isl v* 



TUB . lEABIGAL. 


jrrg^ Mwas ; ia i isjd) * way itbe* - ; diaiag- rooia, i;wWt© * 
EaxiinuH sipped his port under sorae meE^al ^dfe- 
lir^sssiopj hb* dmcuiss^d with his brostherj tla^'Rev- 
aiiend- Aaga^tasj the isad fact that one of the^oldest 
Eteies in the conhty was to he on the wrong side— 
tot ib' the : drawing-room^ whei'o Miss Dehafry-and 
Miss fSblina, ; qaaietlj’ elegant in their' dress’j^d 
piaiMaarsv* wemS'feeJfeg strath er dull than .otherwise, 
ka^vihg finished ■ Mr Bulwer's*; Mhigene : Arami,’ 
being thrown haok^ on ithe 'la^ogieat pro^.-tworkH^ 
Mr Southey, while.* their ■ mdm ma ■ slurbhdred rW littl e 
on^ the sofci" hFo ];* * the ■ b^at^e aof 2ndi jan- 

jeyia eat ? was ^ the ' s»tewhrd^s' rdofei^i where '< Mr ' Se^les^, 
hotse^btewardandheadThutler,* a idan most -solibitous 
^but Ms hoots,' Wristbands, the roll bf his-wlaisket#, 
and other attribmtbs of ’’a '*gentlema%*-*3ktr'ibT4Wi 

V ' J’ ^ 

tig4rs>,^ ^ fcogbab,* ated ivMsiy, ■■ to-' various ’ coleagues 

Aiud guests who were* ‘discrudsing, 'with' ’that 'freedoM 

which ^ ds^ one of otir ' iiialieinahle 'priv- 


ileges as Britons, the probable amourti-sbB>’i 
. u i /foi*t*ribes c<^cermng 


vast magnifying power; ' ,r * = . 

Cftrristiay sy although'’ h?b hl^'d; tiitherth eoxdp^air^^-*- 
iii0#ly; hfet*'h4 ' chailfe ’ with r^b 

much grace, throwing his right leg^bH^br fee 'r5*6at?^b^ 
tfae!*sWn&.'r ’^xid '■ resting' *hik'*'i%ht’‘’‘haM-^ "'the 
bdbkj"die'’trbM' Ms^’ and-diS|da.j^ed‘ 

-goal - ring wife' ' subh^ 


■! ' lTU»„ 


i experienced eyes wo 
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wen the® great Scales , himself to be but ai secondary 
character.;' 

- . “ Why/-' feaid^ Mr Crowder, an old respectable 
tenant, though mnoh in arrear as to his rent, who 
condescended frequently to drink in the steward’s 
room for the. sake of the conversation; ^^why* I 
fsuppose they get money so fast in the East— it’s 
wonderful. , he - went on, with a hesitating 

look towards > Mr SOales-;! “ thi^ Tiansome has p’raps 
got a matter of a hundred . thousand.” - . 


i iA- hundred- thousand, my dear sir I hddle-stick’s 
cndi .of a hundred thousand,” said Mr Scales, with i a 
,eo|^twpt very: painful to be borne by a modest mam 

Cit>wder, giving way -under -tor^ 
4ho , alhkiio wing bti^tler j puffed and stored, at 
hiiUrt’^P-^rhaps not so, much as that.” . i 


a 


-^o>niuch, sirh I tell yon that a. hundred 
L(i^plQuhd&/isjai.bagat@lle,”,. . 

V r j I skjno Wr it’s a big sitiQ^” ; said Mr Crowder,- 


I, ther^^was %? general dapgh.' i< All, the* other 
Ir^iieJlects ^present tfvsmu cultivated nithans, Mr 

Crowder’s. 


'V ' 




,.u: i''.!-: ; 



, - is vthe ^ sfoig i trifle^ mjt f friend, 

people’s* i 

^Uwv v| ’ i *'■/ ' -'Tl I „ .'.y.fiVV^' l.i 

‘Hvf ^enef/t ^id theheadTgardBner^ 

.should like, ; 

H a= : fir5&t-r|ate/ kandi^t, S§i 

. fe. .■■■:/ -imh 



TMW 3aABI0Al. 



' M : waspialii^ muBv : f f ' I?ll rin^ ; the s bell' foar 
lemons, and inafe© leom© phnelti: uTkat’# 
fdn pitting people liip to the-jnnknownv't^n^e's/’ 
©aid Mr iOhriatian, starting up, and ' 
shoulder ' as he passed diim. ' f 
I, : ffjWhat .I inean,-MTiGjowder^' is’ thisl” 

Spates paused! to puffj aridt .pdll /dowmj^Ms.’wsaiifetoo^ 
in a gentlemanly manner^ and* drink. He was ^wbnt 
iu^this |\ray to give ihis- * hearers time fot mMita- 
tiom .*'!'= ‘ i'- .. It:"/.' = 

the%..speail lEiigiiAfiid^mwn^ t® 
bdingitaughVi-jS^diili©/ reasoaabWGrewfeR,) vr>Z 
t iffiWhat I maa^ i^oiha^irih^ia ftege way bf ^ 
mauf lulksi 'Ms oa}^tdl ov'er almost) .as sook asr te caul 
tarn i iakoself. !!' Bless your sbul I.;I>know Something^ 
ahbututhesel kiatters, oh, Brerufei?” . I u4ui> 

“To be sure you do — few men mojte/i-^iiaid ida© 
gs^rdener^ lyrte was . Ae persoui appealad'/tOi iiV/ ^ 

"hi }“ 3sfb| that* I? ve had i wylhing to -do with omaarnoK 
oial families myself. Tve those feelings 
toother’ things besides duet©. ;Bht 
IV© not been intiihat© whh vpartie®^ wte b©4n 
less ] i nice r fbhan T am i ^ ’ ,a»d knowlngf what I 

kiow,;:!, shouldn’t wonder if /vTiMshmi had^^as 



as five hundred thousand* : Bless your soul/'sk^?I 
people^iithiodgoi #?©itimb»yii^ oifijlawimreifaSllong 
^»a|>ln^:)fivMp|pimdsijtogethbr tfadfeigo^ip 

ar©A fkrning>flV^ pbunds mtl) a hnindted.’V ii 
nsffiTh^’S'^a wicked thing, ^though,;^ Said/^Jfe Grow 
der^j mfeditativg^ly. - . However,^’ her went 


umi' 


‘m 
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10110 IVe a i>rbtli6r tbeir — 

I ;i4> know. a litile 'bit aboat tbat*.^^ i ■ ' j'* - < : ■■ ■ ' • ' ^ 
kept tip no esta^Msbkient atjallj- said 
Mr disgust. . ®eyVe oveii let- their 
kitchen gardens. I suppose it was .the eldest <soii^s 
' Fv6 seen bomeiliing of that. i -^A' man 
mho^hm alwajs Ived in first-rate families is likely 
a tMng ot! two on tliat isubj ect. ^ ^ ' s - ■ . ^ • ’ 

^Ah^ but it wasn^t gambling did the* first ^ -mis- 
chief,” said Mr Crowder, with a slight smile, feel- 
big that it was his turn to haTe some superiority. 

HeW"Corners don’t know.' what happened^' ‘in this 
4Wii»toy i twenty and thirty year ago* Fm -fttriied 
bly®eifc| my .'father lived- under -Sir Maxum^S 

fiAfer. ! But if >laiyhbdy firom liondon . dan tell * mse 
more than I know ahont 'tlfis ''eountFy-side,‘ Fiin'Will- 


> j « • . 


?wb®i iiy then, -iff it; wahn’t gambling 
j - im|)^tieii0eJ • ^ = J dod’ t 




/’f j,!' 


j s f ? f n ! : . ■ li-'#'"'' 


^ what -dt was; * * ' hub 

ialways'-'‘'W'oni.ih; < n I i-o*'*!,! ^ *■/ I 








l^®t, ” haid the j itob -residy - *Seai©s;' 
iwe all knuw ^bh© 'oF 

-■’/■'I uii Ir rjt>irifff.l 'it/ji ■•m: 

^ l^t ' ^ ‘of aiii ^ade^'i’hhe' * boosts 


man 


THE RAWQAI.. 



another. However, lawyer Jewy a wou it — they 
giyt he’d witi a game against stlie • »Qld One himself 
^anfl the young fellow turned to be m ecam|)t 

Stop a bit— "his name was Scaddon— Henry Sead- 

' '' ' 


r Mr Christian here let a lemon slip from his hand 
intO'the pirndebowl with a plash which sent sofne of 
the nectar into the company’s faces. 

Hallo ! What a bungler I am ! ” he said, looking 
as if he were quite jarred by this nnusual awkward- 
ness of his. Qo on iwith your tale,* Mr OjBoWdoit^ 
a scamp named Henry Soaddon.” ' .n.:?-. 

- n-'tWell, that’s dhe ^taloj’’ midi Mr Crowder. ' He 
was never seen nothing of any mora It was -a deal 
talked of at the time^ — and I’ye >sat by.; and nsy 
father used: to shake his head p tad alw^yso‘vth!ta 
this Mrs Transome was talked of, he used fo shake 
his head,! and say she .carried* tilings with a high 


once. But; Lord » ! it* was - before the tottle- of 
i^aterlooy ^and Bm a* poor hand at tales ; I don’t, see 
nibuch good in I ’em myself-^but if anybody’ll teH 100^0 
a cure for tfeo sheepwrot Plhthank ^binu’’ ' ? 

. . Heii^ Mr Growd€a:i * ? arelapsddfvinto ^ ^smoking ; ■ and 
silence, a little discomfited’ that the ’knowledge ^-of 
which he had been deliveredj had -temod tat:- ^ 
a- sJiapeless tad insignificaBt Mirth. •• = 

= ' f ^ Well, ' WeUj bygonK^ should be bygones iherfe 
^ seOreM ’ in most * ^dd ^ families, ’ ’ said ■ Mm Schlep 
winking, and this young Transome, ooming feii^k 
^tb ;a, fortune; to keepi upi the eBtabliskmmi| tad 
hato thingsi ;done m\ a decent tad jgentiemtalf’ 


i>h4tfWow]d all haWehetafi%M'4f 


beenithis 
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gort‘ of ^ Eadical madman. Bnt now he^s done for 
Itmself. I heard Sir Maximus say at dinner that 
he woiild be excommunicated ; and that’s a pretty 
strong word, I take it.” 

“ What does it mean, Scales ? ” said Mr Christian, 
who loved tormenting. 

^^Ay, what’s the meaning?” insisted Mr Crowder, 
encouraged by finding that even Cliristian was in 
the dark. 

Well, it’s a law term — speaking in a figurative 
sort of \¥ay — meaning that a Eadical was no gentle- 
man.” 

1 Perhaps it’s partly accounted for by his getting 
hW money *feo fast, and in foreign countries,” said 
Mr Crowder, tentatively. It’s reasonable to think 
he’d be against the land and this country — eh, Sir- 
•eome?^’ 

■! ^Sircome was an eminent miller who had oonsider- 


hble business transactions at the Manor, and appre- 
ciated Mr Scales’s merits at a handsome percentage 
on ihe yearly account. 'He was a highly honourable 
tradesman, but indhis and in other matters submitted 


ct 


( the^^ institutions of his country ; for great houses, 
ias h^ - Observed, must, have great butlers. He re- 
to his ^firi^d Otowdier' isententibusly. ' ' 

I say nothing. ; I / Befbare li teng Words^ to market, 
f fislbiild' ‘seei’emaa bit?seareer.i: /There’s 'the 
Jand- 'aird^. there’ s^ tradeHr^PEold with both; I'^swim 
I'isfeesmi'iA'' n.* f ! i- 

iSrfSircdmeil: thafe^^ a Eadios^l maxima” 
’said Mr ChriS!ti^,^ who knew that MrlShroom^SJ last 
Qiiitfino© was ’hisi favourite rforihula. j i H d hSvisb ^ou 





TH® KADIOAL. 




give it up, else it will iujure the quality olybur 


A Kadical tuaxim I ” said Mr Sireome^ ii. ‘gyttone 
'6$ angry astonishment. I should lifee-to hear you 
prove that. It’s as old as my grandfather,. * any- 

how.”"- ' ' /' 

ril prove it in one minute,” said the, glib ‘01nri^ 
tian. “ Reform has set in by the will of the- majority 
—that’s the rabble, you know; and' the respectability 
land good sense of the country, which are in the* min- 
ority, are afraid of Reform running on tbo fast.* So 
the stream must be running* towards f^Refonh^' and 
Radicalism ; and if you swim with it, ’ Mr Skcome, 
you’re a Reformer and a Radical, and your flour is 
objectionable, and not full weight — and beingrtried 
by Scales^ will be found wanting.” f t im 
■ There was a roar of laughter. * s nlEhis^' j)unf * tupon 
Scales was highly appreciated * by - every one except 
the ^miller ‘andii the butler. The? latter pulled do wh 
his* waistcoat, and puffed and staredvinlmth^Hgki 
excited mannen Mr. Christian’s wit, 
seemed to him a poor kind of quibbling. 

V .f^What a fellow you are -for fence, Glnistian,- > shid 
the gardener. Hang mej fif I, don’t think yohlrei jip 
to everything.’’ -i - . 

s ‘*^^^“^That’s a com,piia|aent youl might payCldi 'Hiokpif 
to that;” saM Mr Sirceinilie, whoJ was' m the 
■J^infel position of -a man deprit-od. of his formula. 
yeSy’hsafd Mr Scbles ; no' lwh^ 

^Oould 'pafry a' thrust' if T liked, but. J .shpifllcki’t 
•like^it-'to/te said^of me that I was up .toi sfverythjaiiir^ 
Tll>k.b'ep a little'princ^ie' i^ 
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“ To be sure,” said Christian, ladling out the 
punch. ^^What would justice be without Scales?’’ 

The laughter was not quite so full-throated as 
before. Such excessive cleverness was a little 
Satanic. . 

“A joke’s a joke among gentlemen,” said the 
butler, getting exasperated ; I think there has 
been quite liberties enough taken with my name. 
Bnt if you must talk about names, I’ve heard of 
a party before now calling himself a Christian, and 
being anything hut 

“ Come, that’s beyond a joke,” said the surgeon’s 
assistant, a fast man, whose chief scene of' dissipaS- 
tiocr was the Manor. Let it drop. Scales.” 

' “ Yes, J daresays it’s^ beyond a joke. I’m not a 

harlequin to talk nothing but jokes. I leave that 
to other Christians, who are up to everything, and 
li^ve been everywhere' — to the hulkSj for what I 
know ^- 4nct more* than that, they come from nobody 
i^ows wherej and try to wqrin themselves into 
gentlemen’s confidence^ to the prejudice of their 
betters.” ' ' ■ : ■ , : j •■•k 


' -TKere^TOsfa stricter sequence in Mr Scales’s angry 
eloquence than was apparent — some chief dinks being 
confined to his own breast, as is often the case in 
lenfligdtia! idiscofurs^, - The company f were - in, s a - state 
ofiexpectatktm / There wa$ something behind worth 
knowing^ andi [sOrhethingf before dhem' worth ^eetng, 

I deOay pi olier toeiBritish^^pugnicious 

^ gebtl0men'i|W^i?#Il Itbe 



nave liked to ? 'turn on 



no ^onei: 


noi^ortOi V 
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tl^,o}^ance of; ageing: ym. put (J0wn> ; But tlle^ amaz- 
ing Christian AVaS: unmovad, . Ue/ had .tafe'toidtit his 
hapdkerohiefj and,. was rubbing his.: ihps ^'04a?efT^ 
^^fter a slight pause, he spoke with perfect ! coolness.-. 
A, I don't intend to 'quarrel with you, SoaJea 
Such talk as this is not profitable * to . either of'us. 
It makes you purple in the facejr^you.o^a aiK)pleotic, 
you know— and it spoilsi good eompanyw Better tell 
a few fibs about me behind my baok-^it will heat 
yon - 1 less,. and [ do I more harm*; [I'll leave yoiib^to: 

i|bJ' ^^h^'lli-gp .^pd haTe.a game at, whist j with thfe 

I , j the dpoi*' i dosed behind; the ? quiostionable ;Chris4 
tian, Mr Scales was in a state, of. frustrafipnbhat pre- 
vented speech. Every one was rather embarrassed. 

That's a most uncommon sort o’ fellow,” said 
Mr Crowder, in an undertone, to his next neigh- 
bour, the gardener. Why, Mr Philip picked him 
up in foreign parts, didn't he ? ” 

He was a courier,” said the gardener. He’s 
had a deal of experience. And I believe, by what 
I can make out — for he's been pretty free with me 
sometimes — there was a time when he was in that 
rank of life that he fought a duel.'^^' ' ' ^ ; 

' ^^Ah! that makes him such a cool chap,’’ said Mn 
Crowder. 

’ “ He's what I call an overbearing fellow,” said Mr 
Siroome, also so^^o wee, to his next neighbour, Mr 
KImore, the surgeon's assistant, ^^ He runs yoti 
down /with a sort of talk that’s neither here ' nor 
thete. He's got a deal too inany samples m Ms 
pocket for mey’ '' " ' 


holt,' 

r 

.‘‘ Ali i tetiow is, lie’s a woiwierfui hand at ^^cai*ds,”- 
i»id Mr JFiimore., whose whiskers and shirt-pm ivere 
qoit* above the average. “ I wish I could play 
Satrti as be does ; it’s beantifiil to see him ; he can 
Hiake a.mMi Idok pretty blue — he’U empty his 

pCMjfet in no time.” 

none to liis credit/’ said Mr Sircome. 

Xlie ^^^Kiversartion ^ in tins way i>rokeii tip into., 

and the hilarity of the evening miglit be 
coi]i€i<hsr^ a failtire. Still the punch was drunk,, 
the ao('^ounts Wer^ duly* swelled, and, netwitbstknd-i 
ing the innovating spirit of the time, Sir IMaxirnns 
estaibiMhnieikt was kept up iii a /sound 
iseesedSt^y' ftl4tish" manner. 
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ciJAPTp , ,yiii. 
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^ ( i ■ > , ■ ’ ' ■ ' : 

“ Rumour doth, double Jike the voi^e and echo/’ 

'id ■ '■■"■ '''■ ' ' ' ' SVlAKESPiARB. ' 

I ’ ' I * ( I # » I ' ' . 1 r ‘ ' ii i t ( i * ' ' ' * i 1 ' i i S 'I I'^F 

* *'TbA' tnind of a man is iis a dohntry which was once open to' squatters, 
.■vyh^i h^>^e bred anA multiplied andi become ,mast<^r3 of the .land.- ■ Bui then 
happeneth a time wh’en new and hungry comers dispute the land; and 
theipe is triAl Strength,'And ^hfe^strohgeh: wins. Nevertheless' the first 
squatters be they who have prepared the ground, and the cr^s to l^iie epd 
will be sequent (Uiougli chiefly on the nature. , of the soil, as of light s^nd, 
mi^ed-itoam, or heavy (day, yet) somewhat on the primal labour andsOwvUg*. 

-TjaAT italkativ©, maidien, jEiimoiir, though in the 
Merest i of aft lake » figured as a youthful winged 
beltwty iwith flowing garments, soaring above the 
beada , of men, i mkd i breathing . world- thrilling- n:e1^^ 
through^’ » a graoefuHy*- trumpet^ is: in' ‘fact '4 

very* old inaid, vAbo^piookers ‘Mer^dgilly faco fey* the 
fireside, and resilljt does no* more Hhte^ekir^ 
guess or a 'lame- story dirtO' the ear’ of ^ fellot^-gc^llp 5 
all: the - refet • of the * wefrk attributed to^ * her is done by 
the oi'dinar^ working of those pi^sions 'age,inst which 

men pray in the Litany, with the help of a 
stupidil^’' 'agaiiuet which we haK’^e never ;f eld 
ahthori'sedpteih ^of 'prajyeri*' mn 

-uiWheh ' Mr''‘.S<3^al4s^s^ 'Str^ td make- 

jHiesBivci ‘figure 
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very slight need of any other premise than his own 
sense of his wide general knowledge and probable in- 
fallibility, led him to specify five' hundred thousand 
as the lowest admissible amount of Harold Tran- 
some’s commercially-acquired foifune, it was not fair 
to put this down to poor old Miss Eumour, who had 
only told Scales that the fortune was considerable. 


And again, when the cint Mr Sircome found occasion 
at Treby to mentibh the five hundi-ed thousand as a 
fact that folks seemed pretty sure about, this expan- 
sion of the butler' into “ folks’^’ was entirely due to 
Mr Sircome’s habitual preference for words whi^ch 
could not be laid hold of Or give people a handle 
b’yer'i hiipf It , was in this shnple way. that the report 
of Harold Transoms’ s fortune spread Md was mag- 
nified, adding, much lustre, to his opinions, in the 
eyes of Liberals, and compelling even men of the 
opposite party, to admit that' it. inci*eased‘hiB ©iigi- 
bijity as a member for North Loamshire. ■ » It' was 
observed by a sound thinker in these parts- ‘that 
property was! ballast ; and ; wheU bnce the aptness of 
fhat metaphor • had’ been perceived, rit -followed thdt 
a ; m^n was net : fit to .navigaf e - the sea ■ iof politics 
without ai : great, : deal , of sucli; . ballast and^ ‘that^ 
rightly understood, i whatever ; increased the expense 
of eJectipUji tuasmuch aS- it virtually raised thei pro^ 
perty qua‘Wfiof^tion,, w£^s. an; unspeakable booihto the 
oountryi ■ - ‘ ili- I -wh '/i . -hi 

Alean while the. fortune that ,wfas geitffemg la%e|!3fin 
the imagination of constituents -was -shririikxngia little 
in, the imagination of its owuer.^;VltjiWas fSihr<My!W)re 
than, a hundred and. fifty thoupapd! } and- Ihera 
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otilj ^ tlie ^ aBarfcgagefe j 4oi b© ' tpaid ^ bfff t - 




also a lai^e 'am(l)utit (of icapit^li 
tp* repaid* tho' far tobuMingfel alI;Q^ei3r;ii^e 
carry out extensive shaming, a®d make i aBo-w^iC^ . 
1io‘ ibdommg tenainitS’^ IwMcli .imi^lit rtew^ye 4be- 
eulty of ' newly: - lef ting < the ■ :^rms in: a i time ; of ? agri-l 
Gultikral de]jression. ; . ■ The.-i farms/. acttiaHy : tenlaBted: 
were held-hy toem wiio. kad;be^ed hard- to snoeeeft 
their ' ^fathers in getting » d little poorer every year^i 
on^d^d fwhich‘»was' > also' 'getting Ipoorer, ■sphere ih^ 
highest rate ; of ^in^ease ?was^iin ihei ar^es0Srofl'i*e®-1^ 
aid where ike niasfeer5dn ' GriislfedlhM:4nd/«fd4P?e^^^^^ 
looked ' pitiahly iem :aoidi reair^womi " iy fthe ? side/ - of 
panper' ilateufers/^whol nhobfed' itiiat ’ STiperior : assim- 
ilating 5povv4r ‘ often ’ johsei^ed to; attend mc^ishment 
by ' the * ipnblioomcmey'. J ^ iMir I G-offe^vbf rRabhitls ;- 


never j had 4^ Jex^Wned/itd.’ihim ihatjrabcoiding^ 
the* 'ta’he^lth'eory r©iiit,)lanidiuiitist iineyitably*<hel 
givfen : mp^ Wibed ih %ooid.' hot yielid al profit eic^tial > 
the^ ordinahylrate,' bfi interest' ; * ; sb i ithat ' jBrojn* want lof 
hhowing whafi was inevitable, and. not* from a '^itdnio 
sp^it of • Opposition, he kept bn kisi danfl. 

@afed M^Mnlselfj^ wiifch a^medanehoiy wipe ofMstslee^ 
acrt^s^ <his^ ^hrdw, ^tbat‘;jhedt.dt<Mt know^whi^^'^^y. 

I30I wpMiidf&ave' heeiii^siilliml)feiai)i^^ 
lciSS>Bon‘il]ib hafed^fi^ditt-fed^fiabhitls 

with^' ^waggodfirl of ^fiinriTi^ and nJbesdsiis^ a filei€^ 
wfe withofive johddrenj 'Mdta. 



g;iirs j»' r; ur; 

fejrlt ^idook^ido^vlong « timeiifo^fdl^roh 
sg lifeteiof Ain^, addvtb 


th^pexee^t -^€0a 
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moiher Isiiould iiav© ( biaen' in^^a sdi*t of -sxibjdctioi]^' to 
throughout th© : arv^kwalrd oiroumstaJudes f of 
th©? I ifakiily. ,■ It was i thei .way -of » women^ : and all 
wbak ; to think! that what they hdd ■ been ilsed 

to-wasiinaltefableyand any qtiarrel with a im an ’who 
manJa^d ptiTate affairs tvaS noGessarily : a foriildable 
thihg.i , ■ He himself ? was . proceeding very cautiously, 
and f prefetcred . hot ■ *eveh to know ^ tOh ; much just at 
|Kires€taL%rilesf‘a^ certain personal, antipathy f- fee ivas 
conscious of towards Jermyn, and an occasional 
liability to’ ^ exasperation, shoiild * get’ 'th© better of 
a calm and clear - sighted ^ resolve > not « *to// qhabrel 
with ithe iman while he botild be rhskr//- ]BBh>ld 


wouM^haVei been : disgusted with i himsselfi 



h blp ed ' ?t© i frustrate - dfeis^i s %ovm 



strorigest ^ n^Wl8wa9Hrrto bg5l€ 'fettirned for 

J^hamienftp' to ^mafce-aniEgiiis© there as .a Liberal 
' t ti) li beboihie | om sail/ grounds a personage 


of weight in North Loamshir 6; ■ ■ ^ 

j'liftow tHarOld! Transom© canie to be a ‘Liberal in 


hppb^tidnj to all the ^ traditions of his family, was. a 
inoire ■ subtle inquiry i than he had ever cared to follow 
OuL l®hb newspapers undertook to explain it. Th© 
if North j’ LoaMshire Herald ’ witnessed with ■ grief 
hnd idis^u^t certain tb* be ^shared by all persons* Nvho 
r#ire^ ?actubt©d by wholesome - British * feeling, am ex^ 
ample/ of defectioh in ' the inheritor ■ of a faikiiy ' name 
which in' times past liad^ been associate^wi'lib attaidh- 
ment to right pifeaciple, bnd wdthi the niamtenkti©ei of 
oui eohstituliofe in^ Chhirch! and* Htalte andi f|)oinft@d 
to it as an additional .proof that mem who had passed 
large portion of Jtfeeir dives* bey onduitfekdimitfe of 



TIB ]&A.mCAh^ 


©Ttz faYlo-ared .coniitrj, iisua%: co^traots^ noi.onty, a 
laxit;yi of feeling. Ijowards Protestai^fem^ 
r^eiigioa’ itself-^a- fetittidinarian spirit ^^rdly. 
g^dshable from atheism— l>nt also a levity -of dfeppptr 
jtjoa, indnoing them to :tam|>er .witk 
tidns by which alohe* Great, Britam 

with outlandish habits, intoxicated wiWi gi^Pr 

mg at momentary powei* by, flatfeeiy o^ mi^titncfe 

fearless because* godless, libei^ , heiC6^nsiie I 

were ready, to ptitt one stone, font 

the 1 national edifice, ^iilL th% ^greatr 

to, dtSifaJh. ; 0 m the ^ther .h^nd,..thei f Bnffield Wntchj- 

inant/ safw^in * this ^signal iiastance ^of self-liberation 

fronci the, trammels of prejndfee, a decisive gna^ntpe 

of dnfcifeotnah pre-emfeence, nnitcfi 

sensibility ftO/* the ^fos ipfjpan,a^|i^Wj w,hiC5h. 

]btnts%i*asirnder^7and<t<:^^, eft by ^c^jfeneosis exexr 

tioB? lofiiene%y,7 the cramping ont - worn ;jsl|eii, >, 0 ^ 
blreditary bia^ and class , interest ^ ^ r ir, i ^ 

^ K Btituthdse dange-mindfcdi guides ef 
a^gq.ed;<forh 7 Wid^ data- than- conJd^l^.#iriai^ bj 

Har^^ i i #1^1 ^e^spjfete^ 

f fe^liettp^i vgWk^-, .^nd : ? doWer ^ sug- 

•^^tpdr,i||r:4he4'^lter9ii'fo^ . ^.df f .the ' I 

giiaifef s f ^'SOvfenty ^ ^ 4gec 'he . r bail been . e» ^ 

active, goddf- tempered ladh n^th .sW^p , eyes 
good iim- 5 . he delighted inisnee^ aiid,in"tpn 
anceh/ hnt he, did nbt feig ^fer ,an t 
dcfcinance, .and^becoiiee.?’scil^H*^nd .^^^jibefppsedt 
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was impossible. He played at tbe games- he vrm 
clever in, and tisnally woii ; all other games he let 
alone, and thought them of little worth. At home 
and at Eton he had been side by side with his 
stupid ■ elder brotlier Durfey, whom he despised ; 
and he very early began to reflect that since this 
Caliban in miniature was older than himself, he must 
carva out his own fortune. That was a nuisance; 
and on the whole the world seemed rather ill-ar- 
ranged, at Eton especially, -where there ^vere many 
reasons why Harold made no great figure. He was 
not Sony the money was wanting to send him to 
Oxford ; he did not see the good of Oxford ; he had 
been sairrounded by' many things during his short 
life, of which he had distinctly‘said to himself that 
he did not see the good, and he was not disposed 
to venerate on the strength of any good that others 
^w.' ' He ' turnied his bach on home very ^cheerfully, 
though -he’ was rather f^^ of his mother, 'and very 


fond of Transomd' OoM-t, ’"'add Uiw r^dr wtere he 
had' beeh ^%o ' -fikh*;? , blr&- lie said ho* ^hihiaelf^ as 


he pa^^ed the Iddge-gates, ^^I’ll get rich soihehoW^ 
arid' have 'an estate of my own, and do what I like 


with' it.” This determined aiming at something not 
eksy brit clearly 'possible; marked the direction in 
which Haroid^s nature was Strong ; he had the ener- 
getic hvill and muscle, the self-confidencb, the- quick 
perception,^ and the naiTow imagination’ which make 
what is admiringly called' the practical ihindi • ' 

' Since 'then his character had* been ripened by a 

» r • 

vMous experieriCC, arid *also by ^ much! knowledge 
#htch he had sCt hiiriseif deliberately 'to gain. ’ Brit 



THE RAI>|OA.L. 


the man no more , 

extensive eommentary.; ...The years 
an ? inclination to as mucli. opposition, as wonld enahlo 
him to assert his o^ independence and poweiT: Witb- 
ont throwing himself into, that tabooed pcmdiiioii 
which robs power of it^ tripmph. thisiaiolinar 

tjpn had helped his shrewdness, in. forming • Jnt^- 
rnents which wore at once inp^ovating, and moderate- 
He was addicted at once foi .rebellion and to con- 
formity, and only an intimate personal Jk^wle^^ 
could enable any one to predict where^Hs 
Wcnld; begin.* . Thpi limit wf^^mot jdafiwd by 'theory, 
but was ,dr%wn;;in 2|Ut.irregularr - 2 dg?ag by early dis- 
ppsifion and association.; and his resohition^ of which 
he had} never lost hold, to be a thorotigh Engli^man 
again sorpe day^ had kept up. the habit .of 
iug I ; ^11 vhi^ conclusions with, xeferenoe to English 
pohfiW and* English social conditions* He meant 
to . stand Hpufor.ievmyj ! change that the economical 
cpn^tio^ji .of the country reguired^ and ,he h#d 

men with 

C9^e§, .bwt ^p9 i a , , .pf 

when they had better make a virtue 
His resp^jW^ n 




! all 


nr^asEUr^ whfich /dl® oommoE^nse of the country, 
a^d? decreasing self -.assertion of the majority, 
peremptorily . demanded - He could be such a man 
himselh , , ,, 

In fact , Harold Transome was a cleyer>. , j^nk, 
gQod-natured egoist ; not strin^ntly consistent, but 
witfeont . any disposition , 
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a' sprite that ‘iTOs moulded in an individual rather 
ihan 'an Hei’^ditart fofm nnspectiM^^^^ unBenti- 
HiButal, iinsyixipatli6tic 5 :folid of sonsual plfeasiiroSj 
I>ut disinclinGd to all and' attadiGd as* a h-caltliyj 
cioar-M^litod porson, 'to all coilVGtitioHal moralityj 
ootistiPiiGd witli a CGxtaiii froodoiHj Ifko ddotritial 
articles to wliich tlie public order may require sub- 
scription; A character is apt to look but’ indiffer- 
etitlv, writteii out in this waT. Reduced' to a map, 
OUT premises seem insignificant, but they make, 
nevertheless, a Very pretty ireehold to live in ahd 
walk over 5 and so, if ' Harold Transome had been 
aiUong 'yoTif acquaintances, and you had ’observed 
h'i^^ kjualitfes through the medium of his agreeable 
pers<!^, 'bn^ht -smile,And a certain easy charm which 
accompanies Sensuousn^ss when Unsullied by coarse- 
jie^^ijiirough the’ medium also of the many -oppor- 
tunities in which lie would have made himself * Use-r 


fnlis^’ pieasaiit tc you ^you would have ‘thought 
hhn ’ a dgood ^fellow,’ highly aoceptabl6 lis a ' guest, 


a ' "dblieague, ’ or a 't^dthet ^ in -lawJ ‘Whether' all 

mothers would have* liked him as a Soiq' is another 

• . 1 . 


question. ' - ' 

dt i*s a fact perhaps kept a little too nittch iii the 
ijackgronhd, that mothers have ' a self larger thatl 
thUr'inaterhity; and that when tlleir Sons have'-bo^ 
eotee taller than* therhs'el vds, ' and aVe gone ^frOni *' tliehi 


tO'Vbllegfe'^r inW the *woy.d, th^re ate ‘wide 'spaced 'Of 


their time which are not filled with praying fbt'thOir 
boys, reading old letters,' ‘ and ^ '4nVyiUg ^ yet blessing 
those * who are attending^ to their ahitt-biltlOfiSi ^ ^ ’Mrs 
feansome ’was certainly * hot ' ^ fine ; of' thbSe^ ’ W4lid, 
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aidotin^, aad ; gentl^^ teairfai ' womenl > i4ft er J »£ 

•die ioommon dream a Aaalokilfl 

was bom to Mr, ber dnp of^'kappime^- 
Jie haH' ttavieMd tliroia:glii long years apart 
^Id, to iimi liers^lf at » lastiki'tM -preseB^^t of >a scm* of 
wbom’ sbe was afraid, wkol was ntterly.TOpabageaMe 
ker-, and to wM^e sehtim^ts * in ^ 

she possessed no key. Yet Harold wets a kind son: 
he kissed his mother's brow, offered her hik ten,' let 
her choose whah she liked for the honsOi and’ garden, 
asked her whether she \t(mldi have bays or gmjj^dor 
her ae W' earrigige^ and was bent on - < heir ntake 

as good i a figure > in. ffrie neighbomrhbod as any other 
woman of her r^lnk; ' « f She trembled under this kind- 
ness : it was not enough to satisfy her still^jif lit 
‘shonrM ever ceaSe and give place to? 

she . 5 was » I toOi « nncertaih abonti i <Hardld's 
to4inagih6 what ^ < that something, wonld : be 

'^he finest threads,^ such as no eye sees, i£ bom^ 
‘CiMmifigly f ' about the sensitive flesh, so ; that i the 
•moveotmii td iboieaik: them^ wonld bring’ 



tfetld aDoam : ? ; 

bone 
kthei’ 


rboinsj^andj all^ the -household changes which Hte)ld 
^hadiqrdei^d to be brdhghi about with magical 
liefes- 1 as Ae had out e * expected s it 

would be. Harold had shown ^tk©' leasts 
ihave her stajr in the room with hfrn-— if he -hadireaMy 
odted fi>r her opinidn^if he had been wbafiishe had 
dreamed he would be in the eyes of those people 
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Wtoi had made lier worldr^-if .all the past cmild be 
dissolved j and leave no^ ; solid trace of itself-^miglit j 
ifs that were all impossible— she would have tasted 
some joj ; ;but now she 'began toi Icok back with 
regret td the days when she sat iu loneliness araong 
the old di'apery,;: and still longed for something that 
might happen. Yet, save , in a bitter . little- speedi, 
or in deep sigh heard by no one besides Denner^ she 
kept all these- things hidden in her heart, ^nd went 
out in the: autumn sunshine to overlook the altera- 
tions in dhe pleasure-grounds very much as a happy 
woman might have done. One day, however, wheh 
she was occupied in this way, an occasion came on 
which she chose to express indirectly a part of her 
inward care. - 

She was standing on the broad gravel in the 
afternoon 5 the long shadows lay on the grass 5 the 
light seemed the: more glorious because of the red- 
dened and golden trees. The gardeners were busy 

at their pleasant work ; the newly-tamed Soil gave 
out an agreeable fragrance 5 and little Harry was 
playing with Nimrod round old Mr Transome,rwho 
sat placidly on a low garden-chair. The scene would 
have made a charming • picture of English domestib 
i^Cj'^Sind the handsome, majestic^ grey -haired woman 
|hfr#My.grandmammk) would have beeii especially 
aidm^eiclMyBut the aiti-s^ have felt it requisite 

to I frto] :her face ’ towards her * husband )tod little 
^graiidso%^ai4d td^have ^v^n her fan elderly anlihbility 
^e3^re0sioh:whiAlwM^ divided ftemark with 

1^' edqiiisite rendeianfe of her ; Indian etowll f Mrs 
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Transome’s face was turned the other way, and for 
this renson she only heard an approaching step, 
and did not see whose it was ; yet it startled her : 
it was not quick enough to be her son’s step, and 
besides, Harold was away at Duffield. It was Mr 
Jermyn’s. 


! j.< . '* : 1 'i )■’' >■ ■ ■ ij ,(f 
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CHAPTEE IX. 


“ A woman, naturally 'born to fears.”— A’wgr Jo?m. 

“ Methinks 

Some unborn sorrow, ripe in fortune’s womb. 

Is coming towards me ; and my inward soul 
With nothing trembles .” — King Pdcliard IJ. 


Matthew Jermyn approached Mrs Transome taking 
off his hat and smiling. She did not smile, but 
said — 

You knew Harold was not at home ? 

Yes 5 I came to see you, to know if you had any 
wishes that I could further, since I liave not had an 
opportunity of consulting you since he came home.^’ 
“ Let us walk towards the Rookery, then.” 

They turned together, Mr Jermyn still keeping 
his hat off and holding it behind him ; the air was 
so soft and agreeable that Mrs Transome herself had 
u«>thing but a large veil over her head. 

They walked for a little while in silence till they 
were out of sight, under tall trees, and treading 
noiselessly on fe^lling leaves. Wliat Jermyn was 
really most anxious about, was to learn from Mrs 
Jransome whether anything had transpired that was 
^^ificant of Harold’s disposition towards him, which 
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ik'e* ■ suspected fee -very fat* ft^ie nelly.’ ' J’ermyfe 

iv^as ‘not featnrally* ^ihty^-fee'aited-i 'dt ^Vel4fe(f-t4^e'iity 
lie^ ‘had' • ’Witten ye^rseS, ’ aiid had ' *got hfci&elf ' ' wet 
through in order not to disappoint a dark dyed 

' ■ t 4 I • • ' , 

woman whom he’ was prond tO‘ feeliete dn dove tfith 
him’^; but ‘d j^mily ’inaA' ’^Hdth '^oto uhd 

daughters, a man • With ' ' professional ’ atid 

eomplioated affairs that make, it hard' to ‘ ' aseettain 
the exact relation between property and HafeilittedJ 
necessarily thinks bf himself arid t^kat may 'feh im- 
pending. ■ ’ - ii--'-. '■ > 

‘ Harold is ’ !f ernafkahiy kcritb ' tod hlevef ' lib ^ bb’- 
gto ‘ at last' 5 sineb • Mrs ^Tffeiisbrhe‘ riot speak.' “ If 
he ' gets idtb' ’ Pfcditoibrih/ I ’ have rib doubt hd toll 
distinguish hiriiSelf.’’’ H'b has a quick eye fdr ^ busi- 
ness of all Mnds.-^ '' ^ 

That rih rib corhfhrt tb rrie;^’ said 'Mrs* Traritohiei 
T(toay shd was’ niore' ’cdnscibiis than risrial bf’tiiat 
hittbrneSB wliiohtoaS'alW^aysdri’her mind in Jetniynri 
ptbSerioe^ ‘but which ‘vTUs cairefully srippressUdt^-^ 
suppressed because she could not endure" that' tM 
dbgradariCn she ' ’ in watoly ‘ felt ' ShbuM ' tobf " bebdme 
visible' ■ or audible ' ih- ■ aots^ or’ » Word’S rif ■ hbr 
shbuld eTet‘-be’'rellercffe*(l iii 

thei^biiiad' beeii4’'deep sdctoe ’"at) tlib 
pksi hMrwtontlifbm 'f‘on'hto‘ sidb^heCause’^she riemeTiQi-^ 
bb#dd.^|mri‘lLfe, bibau?sb4e®ii!brie arid^iMfe fbrgbtl 
4 1 #4*1) 4nS^ hW y ’ tot ‘ UAkirid tb<, yoUrt'IU. ^ ’-Ifeiyilhf 

know his opinions pain'^ybri f‘'bu|j^I'^4mst MM 
fclnrdn^ e*^eiWlliMg else “disposed Her' to a*gboi-^4dh.’^ 


v Wre— g663’4s "nien' are diS|p^3iS 

*o*^afe«rgi#SrfgsfceW''6ilslfi^ ‘kM 
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recommeiiding them, to enjoy themselves, and theh 
expecting them to be contented under contempt ;^nd 
neglect. I have no power over him— remember that 
— none.’^ . , . 

J ermyn turned to look in Mrs Transome’s face it 
was long since he had heard her speak to him as if 
she were losing her self-command. ^ 

“Has he shown any unpleasant feeling about yeur 
management of the affairs ? 

“ My management of the affairs ! Mrs Transome 
said, with concentrated rage, flashing a fierce look 
at Jermyn. She checked herself: she felt as if she 
were lighting a torch to flare on her own past folly 
and misery. It was, a resolve which had become a 
habit, that she would never quarrel .with this man 
never tell him what she saw him to be. She 
had kept her womans pride and sensibility intact : 
through all her life there had vibrated the maiden 
need to have her hand; kissed and be the objectnof 
chivalry, r And so -.she, sank into silence again, 
trembling. ’ , . 

J ermyn felt annoyed— nothing more. There was 
nothing in his mind corresponding to the intricate 
meshes of sensitiveness in Mrs Transome’s.' i-IJe 
wns anything but stupid ; yet he always blundered 
wanted to be delicate .or magnanimous 5>he 
constantly ; sought , to soqthe, , others by praising i hma4 
self. - ^ Moral wnlgiarity^cleayed to . him like an* hm’odi- 

tary 9dpurK.,;5eiblundemdmpw^ .h. - i . -I 
; ff My dear^ Mp^’s .Tkansqme,^ faids iB,a tpneriqf 
bland kindness, “ryouare-agitated-— r.ypuappeaijangiy 

= y®t I.thin^,,if ypu (Cpnsider^jyourwilhsee 
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that you have nothing to Qoi|iplainf pf . in me, unless 
ypu will complain of the inevitable epuirse of man’s 
life, I have always met your wishes both; in.! happy 
circumstances; and in, unhappy ones, il, should! he 
ready to do so, now, if it were; possible.lh fl , i -m/ 
Every sentence was as pleasant to her as if it had 
been cut in her, bared arm. Some mep’s.kindnes^s 
and love-making are more: exasperating^ more humili-: 
ating than others’ derision ; but the pitiable woman 
who has once made herself secretly dependent on a 
man who is hcueath her in feeling^nmust bear that 
humiliation fpr.fear of worse., .^Opa^se' kindness iis' at 
least better than cp toe anger*;: and in aU private 
quarrels the duller nature isi; triumphant by reason 
of its dulness. Mrs Transome knew in her inmost 


soul that those relations which had sealed ihea/Hps 
on J ermyu’s * .conduct in business, ;inntter% had» been 
with him? a igreund ' for presuming that he should 
have impunity in any lax dealing into which circum- 
sjanoes had led him. She knew that she-herself had 
endured .^11 tho' more privation' because of Ihisi (Ms- 
honest selfishness. And now, Harold’s I6ng-deferre4i 
heirship, laM return with startlingly unexpected 
penetotipn,.;, activity^' .and /assertioniof had- 

pj^ed*; th^;:|!atli in the .full presence. of a di)E6tlty= 
wWphihad been, prepared by; the, years of vague un- 
certainty* as to issues. - In this position^ with,, a great • 
dread hanging over her, which Jermyn knew, ‘ansd> 
ought to have felt that he had caused her, •she )Wlas 


inclined to lash him with indignation, to scordh 
with the words that were just the fit 
doings— inclined ^ah , the more whe^: 
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an iii&olent hlandneRS, igiioring’-all that 'was trtily ilrf 
her heart. Bnt no sooner did the words ’^^'Yoirhav^ 
bronght it on me ” rise wdtliin' her '^han ' she lieaM 
within also the retort, “ You brought it on yoiir^elf.”' 
Not for all the world beside cbuld she bear 'to heat 
that retort littered from without. What did she' do 
Witli strange sequence to all that rapid tumult, after 
a few moments’ silence she said, in' ' a 'gentle and 
almost tremulous voice — ; < . . 

Let me take your arm.” ■ > . > ^ ■ - 

He gave it immediately, putting Oil 'his hat and 
wondering. For more than twenty years Mrs Trail- 
some h^d never chosen to take his arm. ' ■ * 


^ i- haye teb * one thing 
promise.” i! 


What" 'is dt? 




, f 


to ask 3 "ou* 

• "T ! f I .1 ■ : ' ’ ' 


' “ That you will never quarrel with Harold.” 

You must know that it is my wish not to qiiairel 
with him.” ' 

■ make a vow— -fix it in your mind -as ’a thing 

nof^ to be done. Bear- anything -firesk him'^rMher 
tfian quarrel wdth him.”- ' 

1, ^man oan’t' make a vow not’ to ^ ‘quarrel,’’’’' sy,irf 
J ermyn, 'who was ■ already a little ’ irritated » by - -thei 
impiioation that Harold might be disposed to 
him -repughly. - A man’s temper . may ■ gei the’ 

ah any i aiBoment. . ■ *1 ■ am not ppepe,red^:tO j bbtir> 
dnytkinpifA --.v-fr-'’'- iuM’if’ 

/ ■ Good .'Gkd 1 ” ' said • ■ Mrs Transoirie,‘'^ta,kiri^d 
band ;lrem 'his -ariErif -^ib'’it' possfible dofel 
htQW horrible it ivbuld be- ” ■ ■ ■ ■ w- . mi $'- • di s ’//' 

she ■ took ^ away'^her > handyj Jermyni ^ let-* bis'Ha^^m ^ 


■4J 


|r 
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are 


Aillipiitf ibotk his Iia^odstfe ^Hia* p^ibkets, gtodi shrii^ 
«^ing^ his laho^ifl(kafalsaid, I fahaE >iis® him /asi he 
rises me.” M 

' > ; i J ei'myiif ^ had' turned irauud - his • *iaTa^!^ J 



itije- /blaHidBessi • wa^ ^ duL M , sight. * ’ ‘ it 
heid ' alwiay h . feighteued Mrs* ? Ti^iidome I Ithei^ rwas ik 
^posS^ibilitj^ .of fiero© iusoleBce in this ihaai^w‘Md,;W€^.-t?o 
pcLasiwitb those nearest to heir as^? hen 
A?ant^ huti whose brand she secretly- hme. ' > She • rwaS 
powerless with, him as i she ^ w 4 s with het» mm. i • i ? / ^ 

. - ! This i wcahaii, » who ^ . loved rule, dared^ not *■ si]peak 
ianother; wqrd ^of ■ attempted < ipdrsuasion. ■ v iThey/. we®e 

- both sifentj «tdk 4 mg the neatest way into the sun Ainh 

4 1 fTinere wai^^a half^formed vtish ih both tiieir 
*TOi^ST-Teton in the mother’s— that Harold^ Tran^ihe 
•hid hO’Vje^ibeen bora. ■ ■ , 

• We^arefft^ayking. hard! for 'ihereieiotion^ff saidi##' 
ti|q;^ Ireoelvi^pMg ihin^lf,* ■ as * they - turned into ? the 
-t eunshine igainJ 1 1 % i think we shall get him leterned, 

- eipda tin ? ithat i case* • he will bO in 
wSi|be more *pt*opiiiotisdhasn 

1 t + 1 




position to fee in oh 

said: ^ Transcsai^ I am: too old to 
-learn to call bitter sweet, and sweeb bilteiT. ji-Biit 

i 

what I may think or feel is of no coneeqneime 
- f ;am as; unne<iiessary as; a chimney ornament.^^ 

. . in ! this , way they . parted on the ‘grave^MAig^, 

pretty ,, scene vdiere they. had met. 

sfeiyered as she stood alone all ^iarfenjid»*fe^J*- wMfe 


176 


FEIilX HOLT/ 


there had once been brightness and mrmth^.tlierfe 
were white ashes j and the sunshine looked dreary as 
it fell on them. 

Mr J eimyn’s heaviest reflections in riding home- 
ward turned on the possibility of incidents between 
himself arid Harold. Transom e which- would' have dis- 
agreeable results, requiring him to raise money,- and 
perha|B causing scandal, which in its way might also 
he^p to create a monetary deficit.’ -A man ofl sixty, 
with a wife whose DuflSeld connections were of the 
highest respectability, with a family of tali daughters, 
an expensive establishment, and a large professional 
•business, owed a great deal ' more to himself as the 
mainstay of all.. those solidities, than to feelings and 
ideas' which < weife I quite • unsubstahliail; There ' were 
many unfortunate coincidences; which placed Mr 
Jermyn in*, an uncomfortable position just now; he 
had not been much to blame, he considered ; if it 
had not beefcl^for. a sudden turn of affaii’s no one 
would have complained. - He defied any ' to* say 

that he had intended -.to wnong people ; he was able 
to . rnfund, to make reprisals, if they could be fairly 
dentandeci Only he would certainly have preferred 
,ihat they should not be demanded. - • • - • ' ; 

A German poet was intrusted with a partieulMy 
ffii^asausage, which he was to octavey to the donor \s 
?&ihnd .at . Haris. In the course of a long journey he 
smelt 4he aawage ; he -got hungry, and ^desired’ to 
taste it ; :lii^?|med- a morsel oflP, then 
.laiiother; in sucebssivO mfoments df teraptatiOn|^'#l at 
dost - the sau^ge was, humanly speaking/'at'an- end. 
offence had. ndt' been prOmeditatfedi-’f" The; pdet 
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had never loved meanness, but he loved sausage; 
and the result was undeniably awkward. 

So it was with Matthew J ermyn. He was far from 
liking that ugly abstraction i-ascality, but he had 
liked other things which had suggested nibbling. 
He had had to do many things in law and in daily 
hfe which, in the abstract, he would have condemned ; 
and indeed he had never been tempted by them in 
the abstract. Here, in fact, was the inconvenience ; 
he had sinned for the sake of particular concrete 
things, and particular concrete consequences -were 
likely to follow. 

! . But he fwas a^man of re^Iution,* who, having made 
out what was! the best course to take under a 'diffi‘- 


cuity, went, straight to his work The election mukt 
be won : . that, would, put Harold in good-huniour, 
him something to do,* and leave 'himself -mote time 


to prepare for any. crisis. I . 

' He was in anything hut low spirits that evening. 
It was his eldest daughter's birthday, and the young 
people had a»&n:Ge. - Papa was dehghhuili+'''^ioo^ 
for ) a quadtilte. ^nd * a; country^ande, teid / stories ' at 
supper,' and! made ihumotous : 
earl^- ireadaiagsii .if f hdsefwetoidiafein^^^ 
and tran^ahdd ^ to the ‘ladies ? ko /tkmM » a 
;VisitorAohiYHmlpjeld keptlher'trmnpet mp e^htin^ 
lest she.BhouM iose any <>f Mr- J oonversa^ 

%idn,> ' and f fished ; that her > niece Maria had li 
present^ /who 'was young and had a good inOmosyi^' 
-Btill the ;party was -smaller fhan'rusu^fdD^som 
feoilies in UVeby fefused ! ^ visit J ermy^/:tew 
he Was cdhc^irhed' iB&h a^^s 
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ciIaptee; X. , 


j j ' r ; ; . ' ■ , ; ■ * ' ' ' • ■ ; ■ • : ■ * ^ . , < : 

“He made love neither with roses, nor with apples, nor with locks of 
hairZ—TiiEOCRitus. 

-i'J 

-Sunday, afternoon Felix Holt rapped at the door 
of sMr* Lyon’ss hoki^e, al&oug^h he could hesar the voice 
of^iJaei^minifeteri ;^reaGMng- d-^ 'thebhapeLii- He stood 
with a book ^nnder h'is' aini^». p/pparentiy j confident 
that there was I -some ' one ' in thfe house -to open the 
door for him. In fact, Esther never werit -to chapel 
im iihe ^ affeerhooB i i -that - exercise /made . her head 


‘>'h IhI'‘ 1- i- P-i:! d 

' j ! » En thesd - F eli® iihad Igot ,'ikfliher 

in tmaate - ; \^ilh .Mr; Lypai 'The;)^ - ' shaifed ' the sa3aa4 
f itifibali syoip^hies ; and' -though j ^to Liberals -who 
hnd neither freehold Inor'joopyhold nor ^leaheholdj the 
shaiB in 7a county tdectiom/bonsfeted bhiefiy -of that 
prescriptive f ?aanu^ement » df ■ - the lubaj ority fcnbwn - •' as 
~‘«U#0ki©g OTjV.ffeheie w^as still i:sometMkgdto 'he Said 
on S‘ thfe" « ;do<3iasid^j if t hot ? td bei i dcfiie,i * Feihaps ^ the 
most deiigb^ fribndships are- Tthose dn which t there 
i^inauoh - agreement/ much disputation,' ,and' ' jet more 
Hking?|- knd-fibe^ad-b^thffthd^nfahMm-^^ 
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* mad 4 a ' treldouie epocli id ^ tiie' ‘'minister. ? 'To 
talk thisiyonng^ maiiy^ 
a sin^toity l^ieh’ isoiiare might hiisafe 
nouncefd h^esy^ * ^hut which Mr ^ hyan • i®l 

regardtiig arthodosy -the -makimgv^^ 
a good bite to ^ * 6 trong • -t^oth * after a ^ t|xy- 
allowance^ t>l ^ gpcson^ meak ; ■ To cukivybe^ his ‘ sodi 4 ^ 
i?it h a' “we io cheeking ’ hie errado tendenyies^ wm 
a laudable purjioBe ; but perh®,pe #iFhiir/ had ^ been 
rapidly subdued and reduced’ k> iconforiiilyyr^Aittie 
Mr ‘ Lyon would have found the oe«Fferfatt»«panrf 
flatty. ,.1''’ '■ ^ I/. :i ■ > it,?:; ot 

s ’ ®^h^ had #>t seOTi fedimnoh of >theiu 3 a 4 w 4 i 2 ^minb- 
anoe -ass h^ father had. tBut 'she had be^h to find 
him ^amusing, 'and' also rather imtatiiig*’ fisher- 
woniah^-s ^ love uf . ■ oonquesti ; » ',. i He ::«saW.|is|»'? o^pa®efl 






is It* ^ .!!^iis?®i Is 


imrnm 


0 ! ebl)out 


were'- a 


her ■ ^w a^iMngMp ideiml * ''al)out . , her 

person-*— were m ^middle-aged; woraan- 
in a cap; ' She' did hot i believe . that -hej’hhdi eTer 
admired* her hands,; or her long hedk^^or piliije- 
ful* nidvements, which bad made 
school >call her €aly|^o . (douhti@^.ifkw r 
iarity with ‘^Telema^Tke’). 7lFe&so'ougi^?pfeppi^ilte 
have been a. little in love with heirr--never7aas4nfeb4 
ingi it, of CK>ure@j because ■ that would l^ve ibeen diS4 
agreeable, and his being a regulaa: lovers wa& out of 
the question.' But it •was q^tite: cleari :that,-:%rist®ad 
of feeling-any disadvantage ocn jii^ owh.is^5de,f*hb feilil 
himself td^be immeakui^ly7h^’'Si!ipfeor4i-li^^^!f0l^ 
was ■worse,' Esther had* ?a?v sedhetijQQhsCpifeljil^iiei^ii^^ 

he wasihe;^ S'upeddor.^i.lBl^-i^ ^ 
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at the. suspicion that he thought slightly of her ; .and 
wished; in her vexation that- rshe could have found 
more fault with him~that she had not been obliged 
to adnaire more and more the varying expressions of 
his open face and his deliciously good-humoured 
laugh, always loud at a joke against himself. Be- 
sides, she could hot help having her curiosity roused 
by / the unusual cmufoinations both in his mind and 
in. hisuutward ’position, and she had surprised her- 
self as well as her father one day by suddenly 'start- 
ing up and proposing to walk with him when ha' w^s 
going to pay an afternoon visit to Mrs Holt, to ?tri^ 
and soothe her concerning Felix. “ What a mother 
he has!” she said to herself when they came away 
again; “but, rude and queer as he is, I cannot say 
there is anything vulgar about him. Yet — I don’t 
knowr^if I saw him by the side of a finished gentle- 
mah.^hH<llsther wished that finished gentleman were 
ammg/Her;iaoqti£iihtanoes he would certainly admire 
her, t ahd 5 make her aware 4f Felix’^ inferiority. 

On, this particular Sunday afternoon, when she 
heard* dhet knock at the i ddor^ ■ she was seated in the 
kitchen obmer : between? the fire and dhe window 
^eading^^EieI3lei^ . Certainly in her: welhfitting lights 
blue dressHf-she almost' always wore - some shade of 
blUe-H-^with dier . delicate, sandalled; slipper* stretched 
towards srthei fire, her little gold waitoh, which had 
cost" -her nearly a quarter’s earning^, visible at her 
sidOj her lender fingers playing s with a ^ showe^^ 
brown hurls, 2 and |a uordn@t bf shining^ plaits iM the 
''.'iu^mit^uf'- her^head,^ uhe was a I rewarkabl© 'Cinder^ 
MM.v ^When the rap came, ■ she j coloured,' • hnd. wab 
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going to glint lier book and put it. dut of th® way on 
the window-ledge behind her ; but she ^ 

a little tosSy laid it open on the table 'beside ^ er, an 
walked to the onter door^ whidh Bpebecl in 0 
kitchen. There was rather a misohievoms g oam in 
her face : the rap was not a small oxxo 5 h canie 

probably 'from .’a large personage witb' a ‘vigOtOns 

' ^ ^ 

arm. - - 

Good afternoon. Miss Lyon,” said Felix, ta mg 
off his Oloth cap : he resolutely declitL^d the etpen 
sivd Ugliness of a hat, and in a 'poke^^ ca/p ^nd wit i^ 
out a; cravat;; niade a figure' mother 

Cried ^ *6 very ; Sunday’ aiid - ' thought : of ' with a slow 
shake of the head at several passages in the minis- 
ter's prayer. ‘ 

“Dear me, it is you, MrFcdtl ^T -foax- will 
^ifcv^^^lwait' some Iftue sefe iny 

father. The’ sermon is ' not : ended. ye'fe;'’and there 
will be the* A© prayer,' and perhaps ^ other 

things to detain ? Mm/’ - ‘ ^ ■ {>■ ' ^ ■ ’ 

“Well, will you’ let me sit down' in hbe'Mtdhen’? 
I don't want to be a bore/' * ^ ^ ' 

“ Oh noj ' ' said Esther, with *her' pretty^. light faii^h, 
“ I always give you credit for not meartirxg" liti » 
come in, if you don’t mind waiting^ ' * 
in the kitchen : the kettle is sinking' ' ^nite prettily. 
It is much nicer than the * parioiil*'^-^ — not half gO 

- ' f * 

U ^Iv ^ ' ' i ' ' • , M ' • . M 1 ^ t ' I 

'■ There T agree' with jou/^ ’ '■ ■ 

' How* very extraordinary i ■ - But if ^ yon ? pr^^f fee 
kitchen, and donft want to ’sit with mey ' T ■ faan'»'go 
•into the ■ parlour.” ' '*■ ’'ji 
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muxt 


on purpose i, to it with .saidr Felix, ^ 

hi; hifi blnnt way, hmt I thoiightit. likely yon might 
he -vexed at seeing me.,? r I? wanted tq ^talk to you, but 
I’ve got nothing pl^sant .to, say., , A^ -your father 
wouid 'have ity jFm: not .given to,, prophesy smooth 
thingstr-to propiresy deeeit.’’ . , * 

I nnderstaiitjj” .said Esther;, fitting down., , ^ ■ J?ray 
be seated. You thought I had no afternoon sernion, 

so-'you :oai|ne|tC)-giv‘e me.One-’iff - 

“t Yes,’f ts^idi i Felix, .^seating - himself sideways in? ■ a 
ohair not .faa' off -her, and . leaning over vtheTl back do 
look at her with his large clear grey ;eyes^>“ and my 
tesit is some-thingiyou said the pther day. You said 
yoTadidii’ifc smmdj »ahO:ut , people havirig ; right opinipiiLS 
so that they had good taste. Now I wWi.iyoUrt© 

what shadow sti^theotrisi ”, 7 , 

/ H f ^ Oh, h don’t doubt .'it if you say so. * I /know , you 
aroibi person of 4ght opinions.” , ■ : , - 


f . h-But.rby nphaiions ypu pean' men’s (thoughts, about 
great subjects, and by taste yon. ,nieanrJ4i4ir thoughts 
ahoii t small ;Ones ,< : . [ ^driess) ? f heh^ vionr, 1 1 amrl^eWents, 
ornaments.” - '.J ’..t rr?r;v; f 

/,[ h^Well^yasrr-Tor rkther, their . kefusibilitieg- about 


( - 1 ■ 


■ t t ' ' ' ( i , i j ’I 'tit? i : ' t*i ' ! ' j ' 

p SI i?i fib comesi to the seamOjithing idhoughts^ opinions, 
hi^y^sfWlyia sensiWitydo faptal and -ideaa* 
( asgepmeiirioabproblem^ it is kheciau# 
I have a sensibility to the way in which lin^v^^ 
figures are related to eaohf OthOlw andd Wanbij^u to 



whotihe^a'ffihei 


that 



{^nsd^ilifei^ that; 


oiniiions, is simply a lower, pettier ’sort MjjbeiUg-niaU 



THE EAHICAL. 


183 


Tfisect tkaifj notioes tke sTiaifeing of * the ta.ble, but 
uever noticesUhe thunder.-' - . . > - , 

“V ery well, I am an insect ; yet I notice that' yoii 
are thundering at me/’ ' ji-;- 

ydu are not an insect. . That is '#hat’ exas- 
perates me at your making a boast 6f littleness. 
You have enough understanding to make it wicked 
that you should add one more to the worheU who 
hinder men's lives from hawing any nobleness in 

them.”*'-'' '■ > H: ; -JIM,: ■■■;; 


• ! ' 'Esther' Coloured* deeply i:. ;she resented ! ibis m 
yet she - disliked i it ' less than . haany = J 
b'to heri'!?h'' rK>5/',;,?s li,..:'?! 


S M ^ ? 


“What is nayheitrible guilt?” she said, rising and 
standing, Iasi she was wont, with one foot; oh the 
fender,* hnd booking at the fire, ■ If it = had iteeai laay 
c^^fiibhfe ! ! Eelis: ; who ■ : her, it ' might ' ' ha v e 

occurred id* her thkt 'ithis . iattitada j^dvted • her ■ to 


advantage huthhe hadrionly a mortified sensh that 
lie Was quite indififerent to wvhat » others praised? hdr 

' “ Why do you' read this mawkish stul^^il 
day, for example ? / he ’ *sdidj 


ef 


and 






' ^ “ Why dbnit you ‘akwaysdgait^^^ chapel, 'Mr ’®©i% 
iand ‘ibad 'Sowe’k^i^ lltivihg i 

-Ghuroh^t'^h i !*ti 




' r ^ 

, , jt j 




U,] 


’e jtisi the difference' i between -m^I 
why I donVdo^'Aode Aiiigs;-:- I ndistinctly seie*-# 




I can do 
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“ I Tinders til lid,” said Esther, as lightly as she 
could, to conceal her bitterness. I am a lower 
kind of being, and could not so easily sink my- 
self.” 

“ Not by entering into your father’s ideas. If a 
woman really believes herself to be a lower kind of 
being, she should place herself in subjection : she 
should be ruled by the thoughts of her father or 
husband. If not, let hex show her power of choos- 
ing something lietter. You must know that your 
father’s principles are greater and . worthier than 
what guides your life. You have no reason but idle 
fancy and selfish inclination for shirking his teach- 
ing and giving yOur soul up to trifles.’^ ; ^ ' 

“You are kind. enough to say scuS- Bub 
aware that I have ever confided: my reasons to you.” 

“.Why, what worth calling a reason could make 
any mortal hang -over this trash? — idiotic immoral- 
ity- dreissed -up to look fine, with a little bit of 
doctrine? tacked to it, like a hare’s , foot on a dish, 
to make believe the mess is not cat’s flesh. Look 
here! *Est-oe ma feute, si je trouve partout les 
homes, si ce qui est fini n’a pour moi aucune 
valeur?’ Yes, sir, distinctly your fault, .because 
youVe ada ass. Your dunce who can’t do bis sums 
always has a taste for the infinite. . Sir, do you 
know what a rhomboid is? Oh no, I don’t yalue 
th^e things with limits^: -'r Cependant, j’aime la 
monotcmie <^s sentimens. de la. vie, et si j ’avals 

.encore la folia da croire au bonheur c*’”; 

• ^ “ Oh pray, Mr Holt, don’t go on reading with that 
‘.%eadful accent; it sets one’s teeth on ^ edge.!’ i Esther, 
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smarting helplessly under the previous lashes, was 
relieved by this diversion of criticism^ . . 

There it is ! ’’ said Fehx, throwing the hook,, on 
the table, and getting up. to walk about - You are 
only happy when you can spy a tag or a tasseUoose 
to turn the talk, a-nd get rid of any judgment that 
must cjarry grave actibn after it” . .. r ' 

“ I think I have. borne a great deal of talk' without 
turning it/’ ' - • . . ; , 

“ Mot enough^. Miss: Tyon — -not * all ,:that I came; to 
say. I want you to changb. Of '^course »I.?am5 a 
bi'hfe tor say sow I ought '-to -sayV you, aire .perfect 
i^hbtheh ?man* yvould,' perha^. ‘But I say I < want 
you to change/’ ! : ? i 

How am I to oblige you? By_. joining ,thb 
Church?” :■ 


’ Mo p hut- by asking yourself whether life is not 
as solemn a thing as your father takes it to be— in 
which you may be either a blessing or, a curse to 
mlany. ' You know you have never done that.^. You 
don’t care to be better than a bird trimming ute 
feathers, and pecking about after what ’ pleasesi it 
You are discontent^ with the Avorldi Because vyou 
Can’t get just the smaHl IhingsHhkt Isuittyouri plfiasT 
lire, not because it’s a world where myriads of men 
and ! womenr afei grorfoud ^ by w'lsblig I md i tniseiry, ! 'and 
taihted' With polldtion/^ j » 

‘ Hsth^ felt berl heart ?swellmg with ; mingibdf 
hafcn at 


ciation, and ’ aeute consciousness = that ' she oouM ndl 
obntra^ot ' what said* 

rterqd y but sherfelt 
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telling liim so, and ^manifesting lier.anger,? 
in that wav she would he confirming r his accinsation 
of a littleness that shranh froin •. seviBFe truth 5 and, 
besides} through all her mortification there -pieroed 
a sense that' this, exasperation of Eelix - against her 
was more complimentary than aiiythiiiig iii . his i 'pre- 
vious behaviour. She had self-command enough to- 


sp^ik’ with' her usual silvery voice. ' i •!' i • 
Pray go on, Mr Holt. Relieve yourself of these- 
burning truihs. ■ ■ ‘I am sure they^'must- be trouble- 
some to carrj^- unuttered.” •' ’ • , ' 'V 

Yes, they are,” said E elix, pausings and standing 
not off her. ' “I can’t bear to see- you going the 
way of the foolish women who sp6i'Lmen>s. .lives.- 
Men ’-oaii% ! hel|) losdng thiem,''. aud isornthey i Ihake 
themselves slaves to the petty desires of petty 
creatures. That’s the way those who might do 
be'tter • spend- their lives for nought— get. checked- 
in every great . -effort — toil with brain and limb for 
things that have no more to do with' a > manly life 
than tarts < and confectionery. ■ That’s what; makes 
women a curse; all life is stunted; to suit 'their 
littleness. That’s why I’ll never- love,, if I oau 
help it; and if I love, Td bear it,: .and , never 


: < . 1 


marry. ■ ■ : '■ *. ■ 1 

jMiThe tumult -of feeling in 'Esther’^ mind— mertifiija- 
tion, anger, the sense of a terrible; [powfe^vPtert- her 
t^t;iffdfeiiseemed td Rave; jasrihis"! angry. :wd^ds 
vibrg^editbre^ngjm’iber — -wa^ getting! almost toosjEOiUcb 
for b6r= ^selff^eontfoL . She felt .her dips -^uiyerm 
fet' ’ her pridej’ ? which feared nothing i sd much ; as the 
I <!^lher!iemotidn, helped* hers .tQijal 
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e ffort., She pinched her own hand ^iiard : to ? OFeifeohi ^ 
her tremoTj ^nd said,’ in a tone ■ hfl i f - ?* i i < i - - ^ 

I ought to be ¥er j mucdi obliged-; tm yeiir fofi gift- 
ing me your confidence so freely.” < - f n f m d o i f h I 

. Ala I now you- are offended with rhej r akd j dis- 
gusted: with me. ; I : expected It i would b 0 ‘^(i;ln A 
womaii. doesn’t dike h man who tells ! heri theiffeikthu^ 
I tdkinh: you bbaet * a little too imuehj of joiir 
.truth -telling,. Mr: Holt,*’ said .Urtier, . fiashin,^ out 
at last. That yirtue is aptAo -be aasy^to? 
when, they only wound others aud/^rkdt ii! 
iTelliug ? the 5 truth: Often means, no laaore^ than ‘taking 

! Y .!-!>”.* I --v” >*'• /' * f,' 5 i .’'Y; }i!rl ‘"-U '■■I'M*' 

“Yes, I suppose I slmuM diaTo^ been -taking i a 
liberty if I had tried to drag you baA by thefSkirt 
when I saw you running into a piti.”^ ;iid f 

, You ^ should really found a seotj Pifeadhfiig is 

your cocakbAi ; !lt is a pity you Should fever.-h4.TO an 
audience; of only mae.” ' , A ‘ • -u' i. 

? “d See; I have made a fool of myMfft^^JIthd^ght 
you had a more generous niind^that* lyou miglftifes 
kindled to a better amlution. ' JV4’ setl I'yOfe* 
varuty aflame.**-^ tiothing else. : ::I’ni!-'^oiBlgl' i^bod- 

tl'vaifidt 


fi 




' “ Good-bye,” 5 said Esther^ not looking 
did n ot open. Tthe ? door > immed^fbeiyi < ^ Me 
be adjhsling ,his cap : and puEiki^* it dOwh, :Efether 
lOfigcd f to i be - 4blei do* i throw a IU ssk) ^ kxMi 
doiupeh him* » td I ‘Stay^ f Ithsat A© iiEiaghk< say ’ 
fdiO-S© ! to him ;• ’ her .very' ^nger ausade tisafe 
ftlritafcing, Specially as he had *ihe 

fa. ; .very bitter f one. But sodn it&e^ 
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lifted and the door closed behind him. She ran tip 
to her bedroom: and burst into tears. Poor maiden ! 
There was a strange contradiction of impulses in- 
her mind in those first moments. She could not 
bear tliat Felix should not respect her^ yet she 
could not bear that he should see her bend before 
his denunciation. She revolted against his assump- 
tion of superiority; yet she felt herself in a new kind 
of subjection to him. He was ill-bred, he was rude, 
he had taken an unwarrantable liberty ; yet his in- 
dignant words were a tribute to her:- he thought 
she was wm’th more pains than the womeni of whoiki 
he took no notice. It was excessively impertinent 
in ^hind.! ; to ; ftell her .of hiis resolving - not toi lQ?ve^not 
tot vmarry^ak.rif ishe fefegit | '^syif -h^ 

thought himself likely < to inspire an afiectidn that 
would incline any woman tb marry him after such 
eccentrics steps ^ as. he . had taken. Had he ever for 
a moment imagined that she had thought of him 
id tkc' light of ‘ a? taan who would malce love ’ to 
herB . < . But did he love her one little bit, and 
was that the reascm why he wanted her to dhange P 
Esther felt: less: angry at that form of freedom ; 
thongh she was quite sure that she did not love 
Mm, and that lishe could never love any one who 
wa^HSormnfdl. of a -pedagogue and as master, to say 
nothidg .of his oddities., :But he wanted ‘hen t6 
changed For, the>first time dm her life Esthler^felt 
herselfi seriously ’Shaken in 'her. Self - contehtmtoti 
8he knew there^ was a mind to which shd appeared 
irivial, narrow^ selfish. Every wdrd Felix, had said 
seemed' to haveiburned itself into her memory. 
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She felt as if she should for evermore be haunted by 
self-criticisnij and never do anything to satisfy those 
fancies on which she had simply piqued herself be- 
fore without being dogged by inward questions. 
Her father’s desire for her conversion had never 
moved her; she saw that he adored her all the 
while, and he never checked her unregenerate acts 
as if they degiaded her on earth, but only mourned 
over them as unfitting het ! for; heaven. Unfitness 


for heaven (spoken of as “ Jerusalem ” and “ glory 
the prayers of a good little .fatlier^ wl)mB thoughts 
and motives shemed to her lik^ the ^ Life'df Dr Dodd- 
ndge,’ whM5h' ishc ’ waiSif©ontent- to leave unread, did 
not attack her self respect and self-sfcsfaotion. But 
now she had been stung — stung even into a new 
consciousness concerning her father. Was it true 
that’ 'his life’ was so much worthier thah her owtx^ 


She could not change for* anything Felix said,' but 
she' told herself he was infstaken if he supposed Her 
incapable of generous thoughts.' ’ ^ ^ ^ ‘ h 


She heard her father ooinihg iuto the house.'’ ’* ' She 
herteard, trfed to' recover hcrSeM'-'k’ftw-Mly^ 





^ 1 . 

'Hi!" 


* * ’ i'' ® j* f ' 


■Hi 


'You > want ymii tefe, ^fetlfer*; “ -hdv^^ your %tbhe^ 
! ” she said’ geutly,' kiting Ms brO'WjOand: then 
^utfcin^ hbrudelhtedion/it/*’''^' '‘'ib' on'-'i ,-,vi 


' ■ ' iMr Uyoh felt a, dittle surprise ; Stich ‘Spontaneous 
iendemess was nbt duite common /with her ;• ■ it * 
-inhided ' hitn* bf her mother. ■ : ; n - v ■i.i m 




luature. 


My • -gwedt ehild;” lie : igaid gratefully^ ' ij&iaHiig 
' of the! ’treasures still’ left; iaJotei iaileii 

' ''S’, • ! ’ f : f . i r 


If .V'O 
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1 . 


■n \ 


! . . 


CHAPTER XL 





1 1 , 




Truth is the jirecious harvest ef the earth. - 1 ’ ' ‘ 

‘ But ojice, when haiwest M^ayed upyn.a lahd, . ; i , , ; , ; ^ ■ 
The noisome cankerwomi and caterpillar, 

. ; • ; Loeusts, and all the swaming fonl-horn taroodl/v / t-y] ■ t 


Fastened upon it .with swift, gree^ jaw^ I ^torr 

' And tumell the hart’test into; i>estiren(ie, ^ 


U ntil men said, I'Wliat-p^ofijts? it tp; aow5? , r-- ( [ • • • 


J U .'i’Lj t 1 itf t’ci ,M f ! i'! ' '''V . ■ ?' '■ 

Eelix Sunday afternoom. 

to that out-lying ham- 
through a corner 

of Sir Maximus Debarry’a . parh then across, a p^eqp 
of there into jed| ridges 

heJpw i^ark, ,Bii|apseSf-pf fur^e ; and for .the. rest, of -thlP 
way alongside the canal, where the Sunday peaceful 
iPies^ th^t seemed to ;rest on the hordering ineadows 
^jdt paefeurps ; was * hardly. [ broken if » a horse pulled 
into sight along the totting r.|^thd 
a dittle ;curl . of hlue smohe is^ihg ; from its titi cMm- 
ney^ * came sJo wly gliding’ * iltehii^di.i f: J.elix retained 
something of his boyish . imlpressioh ' that: the* ?days 
in a: cahalth^h'Were all IlkotSdhflays ; hut^the Jhorse, 
ifoit had - heen'^puh to him^ ‘Would- iprobahiyiiba'^ei (pre- 
ferred a more Judaic or Scotch rigour with , regard 



THE RADICAL. 


to canal-boats, or at least that^ tlto Sunday doMng 
should be done by asses, 'as a .‘lower order.^ t . 

This canal was only a branch of the grand' trunfe, 
and' ended among the coal-pits, where Felix, cross^ 
ing a network of black tram-roads, soon 'came to 

his destination— that public- institute of Sproxton, 

fcn<nvn‘to its frequehlerS chiefly as Ghubb'S, bat 
less familiarly as the ‘Sugar Loaf, Or the New^Pit®:; 
this last being -the ‘name for ‘the ‘more' modem and 
lively nucleus of the ' SproSton' hamlet: ‘‘ ' The other 


nucleus, known as' the- Old 



'sUpnca^d-tits 


“publio,” but it had s00aettA!ttgisof''theoft>rior3k’air of 
an abandoned capital; -andthe company at the Blue 
Cow was- of an inferior kirid^equal, of course, in the 
fundamental attributes of humanity,- such aS" desire 
for beer, but not equal in ability to payfer ife 
_ • When Felix arrived, the greht Chubb was stand: 
mg at the door. Mr Chubb was a remarkable publi- 
^n; none of your stock ‘Bonifaces, red, • bloated j 
josHy;- and joking. He‘was thin and ‘Sallow, -'and 'was 
nevbr, as his con'staht guests obsei'.\ied,:'Seeai!thiifee 
the worse (or the better) for liquor ; indeed; ae*atobi» 
soldiers -'aJi 'eiamdnt ’'^enet^‘‘'Waa[-‘held:'feHbaV4 a 
Aarined‘llfe,''Chub-b vfescheldi by the‘ 'members of 
the' Benefit Ctob fe'' have atoharnaed'/spbriety, -'a'vSgili. 
ance Over 'his' 'O'wn-inteiestf tbai..¥6sisted‘ aB 'narcotiesi 

His v®y‘ dreams, as 'stated“by hhnseif, had <a- method 

m therh^ beyond 'the waking tltoughts of -otheymem 
Pharaoh’s *eam, he observed,' was nothing .to ; 
mi, 'as dying 'SO Jmu-efi out.of ordinary 'experierioet 
■they ‘wm h6ia.‘pktic«Iarfy Tsuitable ■ fer. nairratidm on 

wheik tlie'»irstenin^‘/oaIMers,' .weU 
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wasked and in feir- b^st -coats, shook tk heads | 
with a sense of that peculiar edification which he- | 
longs to the inexplicable. Mr Chubb’s reasons for j 
becoming landlord of the Sugar Loaf were, founded ■> 
on the severest calculation. Having an active mind, | 
and being averse to bodily labouiy he had thoanughly I 
considered what calling would yield him. the best I 
liveHhood with. the. .least: possible exertion, and an I 
that soft of i line he . bad : seen, , that .a public ’’ | 
amongst niiners who earned high wages was a fine | 
opening.. He had j)rospered according to, ijre merits i 
of such judicious calculation,, was already a . forty- I 
shilling I freeholder, and was ; conscious of a vote for I 
the county*. . .He.iWas not one of those mean-spirited ! 
men I }, who found i the ^ftanchisei embarrassing, ;and i 
would rather have been ’ Without it i ■ he ? regarded j 
his -vote, as, part of his investment, and: meant to j 
makei the best. ■ of it. .He called? himself a? i 

fprwardf n^n, and at suitable moments expressed .his ' 
viewfeffreely4/dn . feotjdheHis^aglte have one i 

fundanaental : divi^on . f#i.#ll, {opiniom-r. my . idee,’/ ! 

ptdi.fthumbng*./’; : >n't ,, I 

> “When . iH e3ix ? approached^ - Mr , CJhnbb .was stand- ; 
ing, as lusual, with’ has hands nervously busy in .his j 
pockets, ^ ^his teyes glancing- round with a ^detective I 
expression i at the , black landscape, and his lipless i 
mouth 1 compressed .yet in - coaastant movement. .Qn ! 
a superficial vie w : it iinught: /be {’supposed ithat sO i 

eager- seeming < a .ap^sonality ifWaS 'unsu^te 4 |^to.^ 1 ile | 
publican’s .busiiiefes 5 but, in factriit was^a^ imor 
lyocatite? to drinking., like.: th6^^ 
fefl’pxem^h r wife, fit: -wot^^ hate pprupeUed yiounto 
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^‘t-ake a little' something’' way of dulling . yo^ar 
sensibility. •' 

Hith6rt0j notwithstanding Felix draaik dittle 
ale, the publican; had treated him' with bigb-civill'liyi 
■The coming’ election was a great opportunity for 
applying' his political “ idee,'’ which was,; that' so- 
ciety existed for the sake of the individual, and tthat 
the name of that individual was Chubb. Now, .froin 
a conjunction of absurd circumstances inconsistent 
with that idea, it happened that Sproxton! had feen 
hitherto somewirat neglected In the' canvass! ^riEhe 
head member <i^^he ‘Conipaby Ihiit wllrfoeddte; ifaines 
was ^and the same company -rer 

ceived thcTCiit for the ’ Sugar Loaf. Hence, as the 
person who -had' the most power of ‘ annoying Mr 
Chubb, and being of detriment to him, IMr. Gba^tin 
was naturally the ‘ candidate for ■ whom he : had rb- 
served his vote. But where there is this intention 
of ultimately gratifying a gentleman by voting for 
him in an' open British manner on the’ day of . the 
poll, a tnan, whether Publican or Pharisee (Mr Chittbb 
used thi^ generic ’ classilioation ' of roankind' as one 
that was sanctioned by Bcriptiire), rs s all- the ' freeri in 
his’ relations = ^^h: those » deliidedr. pei^bns ^ who^^i'^ke 
him^Jfcr Wii^Aihe hot, » ^nd limagine; '.him! to i be ' a 
wavOrer. for soa^e time c|iportmiity had seemed 
har^ em * * There were hut 'three . dubious votes besides 
Mr Ghuhb’s iti the small district of which tiie^ Su^/T 
hicaf cohM ' be/ regarded as* the centre i of inMliSge^cs© 
aUd inspiration*:: the colliers, of course, had no rotes, 
iakd dM not nded^pblticaLconversibn jiOOnsBqnentfy, 
s#e *!nierhsts of ’ Sf>r(ixtom hail only,.* been.itaoifly oher- 
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idiwd 'in 'thfe breasts of candidates. Biiit' .ever since 

'•j* 

it liad been known that a Eadical candidate: wa& in 
the field, dhat in con sequence of this Mr. ' Dabarry 
had ooalesced witht Mr G.arstin, and that Sir James 
Clement, the, .poor haronet, had retired, Mr. Chnbb 
had 'been/ occujiied with the most ingenious- mental 
combimatldnsi in- /order: to: ascertain what possibilities 
of jirofit do the! Sugar Loaf might lie in this altered 
state. of the’ canvass.: : - . i :- 

i -He. had: a cousin in another ; eounty, ^ also a pub- 
lican, but in a larger way, and resident in a borough, 
andifrom him Mr Chubb had gathered more detailed 
politicalj information than he could find in. the, Hoam- 
shire • newspajpers., - He now enlightened] enough 
to know ^ that ! therer fV^si >aii way r woteless 

miners ' and . navvies lat > ; onfin|.tiops ^ and iHleotions. 


He approvedi of that.; it Jente^ed into his political 
ffddae‘.;d^i and indeedEe would have been for extend- 
ing the^fBaiMhise toithis class--at least in Sproxton. 
Ifirany on© had observed that you must draw a line 
dotne where, Mr Chubb would have concurred at once^ 
and would have given permission to draw it at a 
mdiusmf dwior. miles from his own. tap. ; . - - 

< /I Hroni ' the first Sunday evening . when ; F elix had 
a^eared at the/ ’Sugar Oboaf^, Mr Glmbb had. made up 
lHEiiiniii(it:*tiiat:this ’eute man who kept himself i sober 
was-ari elOctioneeririg - agenfif i » /That/ h© wa^ hired for 
some . pulrpds©: i or i other i there .i waa , not a . jdoubt i: i a 
man ! didn’t cOme and ddnk ilmllftng' withbifttoa good 


reason.: j 3 In ’propoition .as lEelix’^ ; purpose inot 
rto fCkubb’h mindf 4iimuSt-]D4/4eepqffal^j tbp 
imimoHod i had ; , evens ; 
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tlie last Suiiday eveiiiag privately to fiirge.jlp^ipQty^T 
terious visitor., to- let a - little ale! GbalkedHignfo’^ 
him — :it was of no-GoiaeeqpeHce-; Fel^X: 
man^ and had taken pare not to betray too 
his real ! 'Object’ was ’SO, to wih :the ear ofithei^besit 
fellows abent hlpx; as toimdiioe'thein to meet him**on 
a Saturday evening in the ? room where Mr .IbyOp,* ■ <w 
one of his deacons, habitually held his Wednesday 
preachings.. Only women andl children, ’ threp/'pld 
men,^ a doumeyn^n tailor,, and- a, o€msum|)|avo ! yoi&tlii 
attended, those preachings f not a collier; l^idiheen 
wOn rixomi the^ starohg of, th^ Lej^ not even 
a /navvfy'frc^fthe? muddier, drink of the Blue Cow. 
Felix was sanguine ; he saw some pleasant faces 
among the miners when they were washed Ion, Sunr 
days ; they , might be taught to spend their 
better. At all . events, he was going to tiy : ' he had 
great confidence in,. his powers of appeal, and it was 
quite true that he never spoke without arresting at- 
tention. There was nothing better than a dame school 


Jn the hamlet ; he thought that if .he • cofild 
the/ .fathers, .whose blackened week-day ; persona 
flannel oaps^ 



of pliime^ were * a 


of hard ! labour .ftnr; 
had a imore aympathetJc fibre than for any ribbon in 
the button-hole — if he could move these men to save 


something from their drink and ' pay a schoolmaster 
for their boys, a greater service would be done them 
than if Mr Garatin and his comi^ny were persuaded 
te-establish a s€ih€>olv/ : ’ : , I ’ - 

ril lay hold of them by their fatlierhood," i said 
| “ I’ll take one; of their little sfeMcws and set 
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him in the midst. Till they can show there’s some^ 
thing they love better than swilling themselves with 
ale, extension of the suffrage can never 'mean any- 
thing for them but extension of hoo55ing. 'One must 
begin somewhere : nr begin at what is tinder my 
nose, ni begin- at "Sproxton. That’s what a man 
would do if he had a red-hot superstition. Can’t one 
wdrk for sober truth as hard aB> for megrims ? ” 

• Felix ' Holt had his illusions, like* other young 
men, thottgh they were not of a fashionable sort; 
referring neither to the impression ’his cdsthnie and 
horsemanship might make on beholders, nor ’to the 
ease* with 1 which he would pay the * Jews when he 
gave adoos4 to his talents '■ and applied himself to 
work. * He had 'fixed' hjsl on ' i©ertain; ;Mibe 

Biindle (not that Brindfe was bis real name— each 
collier had his sobriquet) as the 'man whom/ he wonld 
wale (part of the way hoine wifhHhimi^iis 
very evening, and get to invite some Ol^Eis wilirades 
foni-fche^j^sit Satrnrdayi^^''<®tiii(fe b£ the head 

nM»s^^;rhe had k good-hatured face, and had 

^ven^espeoialattentioh to' certain performances with 
a. n^ghet which Felix carried in his pocket. 

' iMr -Chubb, who had also his- illusions, smiled gra- 
€&)usly as the enigmatic customer came ' up to the 
door-step. > ^ i ii -vh 


Well,'! ; sir, Sunday ^ seems toi >be ^your! days: I 
begin to Hlook for you' on a Bteday mow.’’* ■ ' ' ■ - 
? Yes; d’m a working main ’^’iiSuriday » is * bhy holi- 
day,” said Felix, pansing at theidcdr'.smdeilhe-host 
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sir; thereat niaBj WaysHof 
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at it yoD^re one; of those as work with your brains. 
That’s what I do myself.” : 

“One may do a good deal of that and work; j^ith 
one’s hands too.” , : , ;:’i 


“Ah, sir,” said Mr Chubb, with .a certain bitteih 

ness in his smile, “ T ve that sort of head- that I!ve 

often wislied I was stupider, I use things up,; 

I see into things a deal too quick. I eat my dinner^,, 

as you may sayiy at breakfast -time. That’s why I 

hardly ever, smoke a pipe. No. sooner do I stick; a 

pipe, in my niopth dhari I puff and puff,, till; 

before other: folks’ are well dit, , and^ dhen,, .• 

I J. ;nnghtrai| Wi^llihaxe let if .afone. In this world 

>« 

it’s better not to be too quick. But you know what 
it is, sir.” . , 


“Not I,” said Felix, rubbing the back of hif,hfp4^ 
with t a ;grimaee. , ; “I generally feel myself, i-ather 
a blockhead., The )y Grid’s a largish place,, and .1 
hayen’t turned- everything inside out yet.” , 

“Ah, that’s, your deepness. I think. w®. under- 
stand ,, one another. And about this here electiqu] 
I.day fy^O/lfo onqwc should agree if we was^. tq^0^3|i|ie 
fo talk:Uhoirtdt.’Cr,.. ^ b-'-'-'.n 

. , “ Ah,l” of caiutioru .^ 

“ Ypu’ye.UQne. qf a r ^fOiy, elv^ sir ? Yqu ^won’t go 
to ,y Qfe^ffor , Debarry ? 'That| waa what , 1 1 sfdd ut the 
very first go-off. Says I,, he’s no Tory. .1 think I 
was xighk sir— r,eh ? ” 

“ Pertaii% ? ; JJm no Tory.” , , I 

' “.No, no,i ypu..<^n’t catch me wrong in a-^.hpiTy< 
WqH, h^t^pen you ^4, tnpj 4 no more fqr.flio. 

j^an d.care for^ J 
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rtone i' their land, and not a pot’s-worth did thej 
ever send to the Sugar Loaf. I’m not frightened 
at the Debarrys : there’s no man more independent 
than me. Ill plump or I’ll split for them as treat 
me the handsomest duel are the nibst of what 1 call 
gdiitlemen*;' that’s liiy idee. And in the' way of hact- 
in'g for any man, them are fools that don’t employ 

me.” • ' . 

^ We mortals sometimes cut a pitiable figure' in 
Our attempts at display. We may be sure of our 
own merits, yet fatally ignorant of the point of view 
from which we are regarded by our neighbour. ' Our 
fitie patterns in tattooing may be far from throwing 
MrU' into a ' swoon of admiration, though we turn 
ourselves all round to show them. Thus it was 
with Mr Chubb. ' ‘ * ■' 

“Yes,” said Felix, dryly ; “I should think there 

are 'some sorts of -vtdrk for which you are just fitted.” 

, , ♦ 

“Ah, you see that? Well, Ure understand^' bUd 
another. You’re ho Tory ; no niOre and'L.- And if 
I’d got four hands to 'sh6w at nomination, the 
Debarrys shouldn’t have one of ’em. My idee is, 
there’s a deal too much of their scutchins and their 
moniments in Treby Church. What’s their scutchins 
mean? They’re a sign with little liquor behind ’em ; 
fhaVs’ hOw I take it. There’s nobody can give ab- 
douiit 6f ’’em as X ever hea!rd.” 

Mr Chubb was hindered from further explaining 
his views as to the historical eldmbnt in 'sOcietjr by 
the arrival of new guests, ‘ Whd ' ‘approached hi two 
groups. The foremost group dohsisted Of -W-ell-known 
Colliers, in their good Sunday beavers ‘ Wd hblbured 
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katicfte^ohie&'®er™g aB onavats, Idag.^'ends 

iSoaiiingv ; The, ^©ooBi i group mis *;a moreimn-dsual' 
one, and caused Mr Chubb to comprfesSi:his t'n]foi3Ltbi 
and agitate the; muscles ’ about it in raH:herianiie3MtBd 

manheri'' .',1 ' t ■■ i-'t <;!• 


First * came a smartly-dressed persbnageii oa^ llors©^[ 
back, with a- cohspicilohs expansive shirt-front! and? 
figured satin stek. < He was a stout man, and: gavfe a 
strong sense of broadcloth. ; A. wild idea shot through^ 
Mr Ghuhh’^' brain ;: could' this grand visitor ibe'^Har- 
oldTransome? Excuse him : he had been?givM*i^' 
understand ^ 'by hiis ' cousin fronr • the- - di^^nb ' boiSfugh 
tlat afBadicai^ogffididatedh the oondesderision of can*-' 
vassing had even gone the length of eating bread-? 
and-treacle with the children of an honest freeman^’ 
and declaring his preference for that.?simpy fare.> 
Mr Chubb’s i notion of a Hadical thdt he was ai 
new and agreeable kind of lick-spittlb who- 'fawned 
on the poor instead of on the rich, and so was likely 
to send customers to a public ; ” so that he argiredl 
well enough from the premises at his command/'' " 
The ■ mbunted man of broadcloth j * had’ - !foild\v@ls : 


several' shabby-iooking meh} «d < Sprcsitloii fmys' of 
all sizes, whose curiosity had«^bfeen^^Stinmkted* by^ 
unexpected largesse. ^ A>^ahger on'horseback Mat- 
tering halfpeiioe *cn a Sunday was ^so %unpreceden?tied 
that there was no knowing what he might do hexb j' 
and the smallest hindmost fellows in Muif^skin iiaps 
were ' not "without hope that un entirely^ newdcA*der 
of>thingB’hadd.set im'‘ 

Every waited outbid e-fo%^ the' ^straUget^tb 
land* Mr ^ Chubb* advM ice^d^ to take tM' britBe. 
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*Mr Chubb/’ wene the first words when' the. 
great man was safely out o| the saddle, “ I’ve offcenl 
heard of your fine tap, and I’m come to taste dt.” 

“Walk in, sir- — pray walk in,’’ said Mr G.hubb,, 
giving the horse to the stable-boy. “I shall -be ^ 
proud* to draw for yom . If anybody’s been prais- 
ing mOj^ I- think my ;ale will back him^” ' ; * 

All entered in the rear of - the stranger except the 
boys, who peeped in. at the window. ■* 

. “ Won’t you please to walk into the parlour, sir ? 
said Chubb, obsequiously. v : • ■ 

“No, no, nr sit down here. This is. what I like,! 
to see,” said the stranger, looking round at- the col- 
liers, who eyed him rnther shyly— a bright hearth 
where working men can ;eh|ey therdselves. . :How-. 
ever; I’ll step into thb otheriroom fori tlnae miiiutesy. 
just j to speak half-a-dozen words with 'you/’ - •• I *' 

I -*Mr Chubb threw opeh the parlour door^naifidithepu 
st^pping» back,! took ^ the -opportunity, of 3 sayingy in a 
IbWi tone,. < toi “ Do ' yoq know this j gentleman ? ” 
“Not;I.; .nO.”-^i; i*:. ■ 

. -Mr Chnbbs.opinibni.of :Delix Holt -sank from, that 
moment. .The parlour door was closed, but no, on© 
sat down Q? Ordered been . :> . x!:-, P 

4/fH say?* master,” -said Miko Brimh% going up to* 
JAfe, f r ^ don’t yon think that’ s one . o’ . the ’lection 
men-?/’ i,p r ^ ^ ^ 

. -“ Very likely.” . ; 
i “ I beared a - chap say they’re .iPlp tand ‘down.ievery’-' 
where,” said Brindle ; “and noil’s- the., time,; i they 
saHy when a man , can get beer for i motbiing/’ - / ' ? 

sin’ the 3 efQrmV/ Saidi/af-bigy. redti 
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wtlisfcsrtd liiali,' calied * 'B^edgS. ' ‘^‘'That s brought 
thd ’lectiOiis ' knd' ' the drink- • into these •; for 

afore that, it istas dll kep up the Lil)fd*knotvS'wlieen’’ 
‘‘ Well, but the 'Eeform’s niver come aiSighdgprbx- 
'ou' ”daid a’ grey-haired but stalwart man -called' 0'H 
Sleek. “I don’t believe nothing about’n, I dbn^.” - 
“ Don’t you ? ” said Brindle, with some coh'temph 
“Well, 1 do. There’s folks ' wbii’t believe' beyond 
the end- o’ their own pickaxes. ’ You can’t drive no- 
thing into ’em, -not if -you ^Itf their 'skulls. ■Itob'# 
for certain- 'surei from-^a-ehap' in the ■cart.in’“Way,'a's 
heV gdt money and' ' drink fob;- only 'tor hbliefing'. 
Eh, master,- -what do- pdM fody'-’?" - Brindle' -ended, 
turning -vtith some deference to Felix. ' 

“ Should you like to know all abotit the Reform ?’' 
said Felix, using his opportunity. -“-If’ybu -Wbhld, 
I -can tell you.” ' ’’ ' 

“Ay", ay— tell’s ; you know, "I'll be bound,” said 
seTi^ral voices at oiice/ ■ ' ’ ' i 

“Ah, hut it will take soinh little time: And' If ^ 
rmist' he quiet. The cleverest * of yoii thoeh" who 
ate looked Tip to in the •Club— must come and meet 
at ' P^ggy'’ Burtton’^' ' 'Gdttag^’^he^t Saturclayy At 
i6V6n ' n’oldeky affcef ddrk." ' ^ ^ And,' ^ Bf indi’e5 ' ’you ^ thU^i 
th^t^ littlfe = yefioW'- haff^d lad ’ -And 

anybody that’s got a little hOy — a V(ery little fellow^ 
who won’t understand what is ’s^idM—hiay * hfing him. 
Bnt you must keep' it close, you' know. We den4 
waint fools there; Biit eT65:ybbd;f y^hb '‘heM*m% 
may * come. I shall he ’ at ^ Peggy Biitton’s.’^ *• s t < ■ . ; 

i Why, that’s where the ' Wednesday preaetnn’ i^,^' 
said-©redge. “ I’ve beenAforCbd to giye tby"'ivife'a 
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eje tp Mnder hei* ftpin going to the preaeMn?. 
liOrs-arEaassy, she thhikS; she knows better nor me, 
and I can’t make head 'nor tail of her talk.” / 

“ Why can’t yon . let the , woman alone ? ”■ said 
Brindle^, wi^th some disgust, I’d be i ashamed 
to heebt a poor crawling thing ’cause .she .dikes 
preaching.” 

“No more I did beat her afore, not if, she scrat’ 
me,” said Dredge, in vindication; “but if she jabr 
hers at me, I can’t abide it. Howsomever, I’ll bring 
my Jack to Peggy’s o’ Saturday. ; His mother shall 
wash him. He is but four year old, and he’ll swear 
and square at me a good un, if I set him on.” ■ ; 

“There you go blatherin’,”, said Brindle, intendr 

fng.a.mild.rebuhsw, ;,,■■■■ lU- 

. j i This j dialogue, whiph , was , . in . danger pf b?eppniiing 
too personal, was interrupted by the reopening,) of 
the parloi 4 i;j doorf. and, rt^^ r^appoarp,nce qf im- 
pressive stranger ‘ with Mr Chubb>‘^;y^h9ii#/ 
nance . seemed- up].T^ually ,radiMhlH¥r ti tu* ? ^ ' 

. Sif ,jou dowh<>^§t:<^j 5 >1^ >dchf^on,’b . Chubb, 
na;)ying;.ans{a^m-dii§h^^ r .f Thfe gentleman is kind 
enough ito,. treaf , the . company,” he^ added, . looking 
rqund, and; whaPs.- j?iore, lie’ll , take a : cup . . with 
leinj tJdnkjthWt’s^no man bid w'liat’ll saj 

thafet %:hp?iour.” ^ 


(.T!I|he.f|<pttpapy licd; nothing- equivalent do ,a “ hear^ 
heai*/’ ,^ command, hnt they perl^ps felt , tho; more^ 
aS’ they, seated thamBelv-es wifh an expectation , in- 
vented by rntteiance., . ^ iThere [was ja^ general , satisfacr 
'^Pi^^^W^ •tilatJ the I hitherto shadowy , Reform had 
^ibitePgth (M^meYtc^j^Jproxtpnin a good round #shape, 
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%ith brt>k(lcl«^li‘ Atid* 'pok^ketsl'^* ^ ?dM’- ti«dt idrfte^d 

tb accept the treating, but- he' <^.h6se '^b^ stay and heai?/ 
taking hiS' pint 'as nsnAh ' ' ■' hjH 

■‘''“•O^pit ah ‘ale, capital said 

he’’ set dowh his’ glasi^, speaking > a t|tiii6k,‘^4n 
ti^eble. Now,” he Went on,* ^witll'- e- Certain* p 
in' hife vOioe, looking Ut\ Mr ^Ohhbb'/ whO’S8^«Of|)<»te,^ 

^‘dhere’'S kbnte' *s^isfactiOn^ to rk finding^ W eetab® 

likhiitent dike this' at. the -Fits. ^ OPor »whal’ WonU 
li%her wages for the Working' rdan if’ ?he 
get^^d goed attfele -fer^^his rno#s4y#^^^iWI^,dg#illfei 
heife* he look^ ^rcAnidd^^i cf 

^^0 *k^h wline^ Wf' a "thinep 

or a stbne-ctitter^Witi^ ill And ’have' to- lay down 
money for beer that I should be sorry to give to 
my pigs!” Here Mr Johnson leaned forward With 
squared elbows, hands placed* on iris- ^he^,’ and’ ^a 
defiant shake of the head.* - . ; • ‘ * . .. . 

^^Aw, like at the Bine Cow,” fell in the irrepres- 
sible Dredge, in a deep bass ; btit he was rebnked 
by a severe nndge from Brindle. ' ‘ * i ' 1 1 #* > 

I i ^^'y'0S,' yes, yon ’ know what it ‘ is, * my^ fri 
Mr Johnson, looking at Dredge, and restoring* his 
Aelf-eati4faetiOn. Woi^t"^- -feist ^mndh t longer, 

^atfls ^^dfre’ good tlingJ * * Bad ' iiq’iidir « Jwlll « 
aWay With ' oth4? ’ bad^ ' arf^clesi ' ‘ * tO tade; • will prospet 
—and what’s trade ho W with Otit '^eam ? and what 14 
steam Withont cOAl ? And mark yon • this, ' gehtifef 
men — ^there’s no m’an and* no government ean> 


?r 


'U 


’ ^ ‘ k brief lond Haw, ‘ haW;” showed that* fact 
was appreciated. - n - < ' ; i • . : : i ■: ? • j i»*if r . 
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“ Nor free&tOn’ nayther,” said .ai wide-monthecl wiry ' 
man called Grills,, who- wished for an exhaustive 
treatment of the subject, being a stone-cutter. 

Nor freestone, as you say ; else, I think, if coal 
could be made aboveground, honest fellows who are 
the pith of our population would not have to bend 
their backs .and sweat in a pit six days out of the 
seven. No, no : I say, as this country prospers it 
has more and more .need of you, sirs. . IL can do 
without a pack pf lazy lords and ladies, hut it can 
never do without brave colliers. - ,:And the country 
will prosper. I pledge you my word, sirs,' this 
oonntry will rise to the tip-top of everything, and 
there isn't a man, in it but what shall have his joint 
in tire pot, and his 'Spare money Jingling in his 
pocket, if we only exert, onrsely^es to :send the right 
men to. Parliament-^men who will speak, up for the 
collier, and the stone-cutteiv and i the navvy- 
Johnson wg^ved: his hand liberally), “ and^wilh ^tand 
m) nonsense* This ; is .n crisis, andiwe, must exert 
ourselves. We’ve got ; Reform, gentlemen, but now 
the thing is’ to, make Eeform work. It's a crisis— I 
pMge you my word it’s a crisis.” , , , 

/, >Mr Johnson threw, himself back as if from the 
concussion of that great noun. He did not suppose 
that one of his audience knew what a crisis meant.; 
but he had large experience in the effect of ,uncqm- 
preheiD^dqd, words* ; and iir this ca^e the colliers were 
thrown into a state, of . conyiptioni , concerning they 
did not know what, which was a fine preparation 
for “ hitting^ o#;,’l er. any act carrying , a due 
4^sequence to such a conviction. - 
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in dmgBviai gettijag into a 
P#re la any wptal, r^meTj A^yQlsei 
pf baviiigi 0^' ,owa serious p]ai?^s©a, Our, own,}, ranted. 

cancateed bj a.cbarlatan or .a hireling. 
began to feel the sharp Jower, edge of his tin; pintr 
measnre, ;and ’to think ^t: a. tempting missile^.. . - I - 
^ ;/Mr Jotason certainly! load sorne .qiralitotinn^j^^^^ 
m orator. (After this impressive panse he.l^ned 
forwrd < again,: and said, dn; a lowered tone^ Ippkipg 


S 1 ' i ! i ' ’ ‘ • “ ■ , I* ^ 1 'i ‘ i , ) • » ' I ; . . ; 11 i 1 f '■> S i 

think yon all Imow'the goodinewSs.’hi 
There was;.4, jno,y^mient .left vOm.-the 

^9i3ae ,ehair degs,.hnt 
no : other answ^.f H . - ' , . , 


“ The good news I mean is, that a first-rate man, 
Mr Transome of Transom e Court, has offered himself 
to represent yon in Parliament, sirs. I say you in 
particular, for what he has at heart is the welfare 
of the worlring man — of the brave fellows that wield 


the pickaxe, and the saw, and the liamnier. He’s 
— l^as more money than Garstiii — but he doesn’t 
w^nt,to. keep it to himself. What he wants is^ to 
mahp»a.good use of i it, gentleman. He’s gome back 
fforu; foreign;parts wfth his pookets full of gold. - ;He 
could buymputftP HebarOT ft Aey were worth buy.* 
ing, but he’s, got: something better to do with his 
money. He means to nse it for the good of tlxe 
working men in these parts. I know there are 
some men who put up for Parliament eind talk a 
little too big. They may say they want to befriend 
the colliers, for loxample. But I should like, -to put 
a^upstion to them. I should like to ask thenn 
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‘ What colliers ? ’ There ' ate ‘ cMliers * up ‘ at ISf ^w* 
castle, axid there are colliers* down in "Wales. Will 
it do any good to honest Toto, who is hungry in 
Sproxton, to hear that Jack at Newcastle has his 
bellyful of beef and pudding?’^ * ' ' • ’ 

“It ought to do him- good,” Felix butst in/ with 
his loud' abrupt yoioe, in odd Contrast with glib Mr 
Johnson’s. “If he knows dt’s a bad thing' to be 
hungry and not have enough to eat, he. ought ’to 
be glad that another fellow, who is not idle, is"not 
suffering in the same* way.'” 

Every one was startled. The audience waS inuch 
impressed with the grandeur, the 'knowledge, and 
the power of Mr Johnson. His brilliant promised 
oon&med the impression that Eeform liad at length 
reached ' the New* Eits ; '^and Eeforrhy if it WetC? godd 
for anything, must at last resolVe ritself' into * Ispare 
mohey^meaning “hport ’^ and drink, and keeping 
away from wwk ■for >’*severai days in* wyeki 
Thyse brave” men W Sp^toxton liked Felix ’as one 
of ‘ ^'themselves, onl^^ - ihuch ■ ' * ^knowing ^ as a 

working* mani ■ who* ^had^l feeOn ’ mahy distant ’ p'aris, 
but* Who'mmsii ^be Wery j^oor, since he never drank 
niore than a pihh^br* so. Timy were quite inclined 
toiihear* what he' had* gdt to. say ‘On another ''occasio’n/ 
bui they were rather irritated by bis interruptibn' at 
the preisent moment. Mr’ JohnSon Was* annoyed/ 
but he spoke' with the- same glib quietness ’as bef0!re/ 
thohgh ^ with 'an expresfeion * of Contempt. • ' ' ' ^ ’ ' * ■ ‘ ■ 

I ' call it a poor-spirited thing" to ‘ take up 'a 'mah’y 
straightforward words hnd ’ twist ‘ them; ■ ' ■ 'WTiat ' - 1 
4o say was ]ilain"enbugh^tHat’hO-%kii*^dah 





'its 


from j (StaBYing iby sloakingj whil# others 

fthipki that’s! eommon-seiis^, sfe9^” s , n r 

' ,y ■ 

an /SippvoYhig “ / 1T0 

, an<i TO^erstand it^, yt^s .arrstitii^ 
^■as. t|)at had ,thB? : wat. ' » Mr Ohnhb} -oa^t % 

sn^pipipf^ Yi|Hp^s^ gljaip^ . at Eelix, feh 

hi^: pains, f 

%§%” “I snpppse 

'gp.»tog^s^'ivjSn|ii|.!thei!^,',is. ^my cme .here, beitef 
aMe^ to ipfpim: jther company than I am, T gimi wajr 
-iT^; giYO ' ^ ■ ' ' I ^ i* -,1.5 <»;>' i-- 

mm 

0 ,y>o^ir month in this 
hons.e. ^nd^’^he added, looking pointedly at Felix, 
“ company that’s got no more orders to give, and 
yvants to turn up rusty, to theni tli^t has, h^ better 




t>e making ropm than hlling it. , Love an' ’amiotiys 
the word on our Club’s flag, an Move an' ’arniony’s 
tile meaning, of VThe Sugar Loaf, William Chubb.’ 
Folks of a .different mind had better seek another 
h|Pu^. p£ call.”: , ;; ,■ ■ • ■ 

good,” said ^Felix, laying down his ■ money 

going..” He saw clearly 
enough )!|hafl '.if Ihoi^aid niGre, there would be a diS- 
turhmcei^lfejpQ^'^^w, m desiraMe end. ‘ 

Wlien the door had closed i’^hmd him^ Mr John- 
son. s^idj, M Wto is tliafe ‘ person’s, name ? ” 

-;,,“!Doesi anybody kn.owi it ?” said Mr Chubh, i 
A few noes were heard. 

li . “ rye heard him speak iike-'a downright Eaformer. 

j should have looked a little/ sharper after himi. 
Ifeltyou may see ho’s nodiing .patiic’lar-’^ ■ ■ - 
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•Lit looks rather bad that no one knows his 
name/' said Mr Johnson.' most likely a 

Tory in disguise~a Tory spy. Yon must be care- 
ful, sirs, of men who come to yon and ' say they’re 
Kadi cals, and yet do nothing for yon. They’ll stnff 
you with words — -no lack of words— -bnt words ar6 
wind. Now, a man like Transome comes- Torward 
and says to the working men of this conntry : ^ Here 
I am, ready to serve yon and to speak for yon in 
Parliament, and to get the laws made all right for 
yon ; and in the meanwhile, if there’s any of yon 
who are m}^ neighbours who want a day’s holiday, 
or a onp to drink with friends, or a copy of the 
King’s likenesS^why, I’m yonr man. I’m not a 
paper handbill-^—air words arid no snbstanoe— ^nor a 
man with land and nothing else 5 I’Ve got bags of 
gold as well as land.’ I think yon know what I 
mean by the King’s likeness?” * - 'lI 

Here Mr Johnson took a" half- crown' mnt‘''6f hfs 
pocket and held the head towards' the*' cOnipany, 
^^Well, sirs, there are some men who like to keep 
this pretty picture a great deal to'o ninch to them- 
selves. I don’t know whether I’m light, bitt I think 
I’ve heard of such a one not a hundred miles from’ 
here. I think his name was Spratt, and he managed 
someooMpany’s coal-pits.” ■ ^ 

Haw, haw ! Spratt Spi'att’s his' hame,”- w'as 
roiled forth to ah aooompaihimenf of scraping 'shoe- 
soles. ■'"■■■' ■"! - 

5 A. screwing' fellow, by what -I understand— a 
domineering fellow-^ who would expect meh' 4 o 'do 
as he liked without .paying therd for -dilnk 
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'there’s not an honest man wllo/Wonldn^t like to dis- 
appoint sneh' an upstart.'’ ' - 

. .There was amnrmiir which 'was interpreted- by Mr 
*Chuhh. “I'll answer for ’em, sir.”' ‘ 

Now, listen to nae. Here’s Garstin': he-s eke of 
'.the Gompany yon ■#ork linder. ‘ What's Garstin tb 
yon? who sees him? and when they dO'" see him 
they; see a thin miserly fellb'w who' keeps his packets 
hnttoned. He calls Mmseif a^Whig, yet he'll split 
votes with a Tory-^he’ll drive with the Deh toys. 
Now, gentlemen, if i said I’d. ' got -a vote,jiand‘ ahy- 
fepdy |askedi»me 'What I should ’do With'df,-d .•sliohld 
^ay,“ lUIiplnn^ fortTranabmef*^ WoWve^'got hb v^btes, 
and that’s a shanae. Ent^ yoh 'd^ZZ’ have* some -day, 
if such men as Transome are returned ; - and dheh 
you'll he on a level with the first gerltlemandn'Hhe 
landy and: if' he wants to Mt m Farliament,» hO ’ must 
take off his. hat and ask your ; Ibave. ^ ' But* ' thongE 
you haven’t got a vote yon can give, a ohber for the 
right man, and Transome’s . not a man like Gkrstin^; 
if yon- lost a day’s' wages by giving a cheer for 'Tran- 
some, he’ll make you amends. That’s the way - a 
man who : has no vote can yet serve himself’ tod 
his country;- he can lift.mp his hand and shout 
j Transome for ever I ' — hurray For Transome ! ’ Let 
the working men — -let oolliers and navvies and stone- 
cutters, who between you and me have a good deal 
too much the worst of it, as things are now — Ibf 
them join together and 'give their hands and^v#^ 
fprdhe right man, and they’ll niake the great 
^kei ln their shoes a dittle ; and when-ybu shnfft 
for- Transome, remember yoU ' shout for more Wage% 
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mo 

-a^d ti]®or0(;of 'j'ooix rights, and you shout to get rid 
of rats and sprats and such small animals, who are 
rile /tools the rich mako use of to squeeze the blood 
out of the poor mam’’ 

I wish there 'd be a row — I’d pommel ’him,” said 
Bredge^.who was generally felt to be speaking to 
the question. - 


hTq, no, my friend — there you’re a little wrong. 
Mo pommelling— no striking first. There you- have 
the low and the constable against you. A little 
rolling in. the dust and knocking hats off, a little 
pelting mth soft things that’ll ■ stick and not bruise 
—all that doesn’t spoil the fun. If a man is to 
speak when you don’t like to hear him, it is but 
fair you should give him semethimg he; doesn’t like 
in return. And the* same (ff he’s ^ot -a* vdte and 
doesn’t use it for the good of the - country I see no 
harm ; in i splitting his coat un a quiet way.: s A nmi 
must be » taught /what’s right if he doesn^t > ’know it. 
But nOfkiote, tnOi knocking- downy no pommeliing.” 

M “ It ’ud be good-ifup, /thoughy if sc^^e,’- said Old 
Sleek, allowing ; himself an imaginative pleasure. 

“Well, well, if a Spratt wants you to say Garstin, 
it’s, some pleasure. to think you can say Transomel 
How, my notion is this. A^ou are men who can put 
twp and; two togeriicr— I don’t know a more solid 


lot of fellows than, youi are ; and what I say is/ let 
the honest men in . this^ country .who’ve got no vot^ 
show themselves in a body * when • they have > ’the 
chance. Why, sirs, for , every iTory ssneak thatUtgoi 
a, vote, there’s fifty ^five fellows who must- stand-by 
and be expected to hold their : tongues; 



iM ''nxmckL. 


let’ iaisls tte' ^nbaks, ^ l^t '^.Qih ■ t groan at the ‘ 
and the^Bd^ks ^wilt %he 

men wlioVe got votes doA kiib#*lioW to^iisd’tliehi. 
There’s' many a fbbl with a' Vote, #hb is’ntot*'»^re in 
his‘ mind whether ’he* shiir poll, feay foi*' ©eB4rry| 
or Garstin, or Transome — whether hell plump-' Or 
whether 'he% splits* a fetraw wiil turi hiMi Let 
him know your mind if he doesn’t know ”his dWiiC 
What’s the reason Debbtry getb’ returned ? ' Because 
people* are Mghtehed at ^Beba^rrysv ’ What^S' that 
to you ? You don’t care for* %hy Bebarry^ 
arb> frighten ed^ sat the ' Tories/ j wO^iife ttuia * rdtirf and 
j&ighten them. You wIl's^ 'S’oiry is^one "who 

wants to drive the ^^brking iihetf ks he’d drtve cattle. 
That’s what a Tory is ; and a Whig is nd' Better, '^if 
he’s like Garstin. A Whig wante to knOek lihefT^y 
down and get the whip, that’s all. But* ^rahsonae^b 
neither Wliig nor Tory ;■ he’s the working -man’s 
friend, the collier’s friend, the friend of the honest 
navvy. And if he gets into Parliament, let me tell 
you, it will be the better for you. I don’t say it 
will be the better for overlookers and screws, and 
rats and sprats ; but it will be the better for every 
good fellow who takes his pot at the Sugar Loaf.” 

Mr Johnson’s exertions for the political education 
of the Sproxton men did not stop here, which was 
the more disinterested in him as he did not expect 
to see them again, and could only set on foot aix 
organisation by which their instruction could Be 
continued without him. In this he was quite suc- 
cessful. A man known among the butties ” as 
Pack, who had akeady been mentioned By Mr Chubbj 
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presently joined the party, and had a private audience 
ot; iMi Johnson, that he ijiight be instituted as the 
“.shepherd” of this, new flock. 

“1 hat’s . a right down genelman,” said. Pack, as 

he took the seat vacated by the orator, who had 
ridden away. 

. “What’s his trade, think you?” said Gills, the 
wiry stonencu-tter. 

“Trade?” said Mr. Chubb. “He’s one of the 
top-sawyers of the' country. He Works with his 
head, you may see that.” . ■ . , 


“ Let’s have oxir pipes, then,” said Old Sleek ; 
“ I’m pretty well tired o’ jaw.” 

, bo am I,” said Dredge. “ It’s 'wriggling work— r 
like follering a stoat. It makes a man dry. T’.d.k6 
lief hear preaching, on'y there’s nought, to be got 
by’t. ,1; shouldn’t know which end I stood : on if it 
wasn’t for the tickets and the treatin’.” 
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sj^fffcwa»*%at mixture ' Off spifc^ a^d'oyerTfeeliiffeelriW^i^^^ 
passes W humoi^r-wit!^ the vulgar. In their; fun they have, much r^sem- 
Warib'e th y%if^ey-coclt. It lias a Cruel heah/ arid' a‘ silly iterktioii b'P ugly 

Spfi%4s«itrsj>te^4ts yW: ^9^ 

side of that ornan^ent— liking admiration, hut knpwing not what is admir- 

1 "I . 

'i', i: s ■)»; '.'it 'i i 1 -ii 

^ i ■ ' a . • < * * 

This Sunday evening, ' wHcli ■’ proini^^ 
memorable in the experience'^ of the' Sproxt^m niin^ 
ersy bad its drama also 'fbor-th^oise unsatisfactory^ ‘ob- 
jects : to Mri tJohnson’s' ’mckl•a^^ sense,' 'the Bebarrys. 
Certain incidents occurring at. Treby 'Manor toarosed 
an excitement there which sprdad from then dining- 
room to the stables ;''hut* ho orte i’nnid^went such 
agitating transitions of feelingras. Mr^* Beales/ 
six o'clock* that superior butler^ was* clmi^kMug^dn 
triumph at ■ having played and^ origiha;! * practh 
cal 'joke on *liis rival Mb Christi^n.l ’ ' Some 'two* hours 
iftW* that tinle;'he -Was Mghtetledy sorry; and 
nae’ekt 'he^Was oh the brink ^ctf ahuniilmthlg ‘COn^# 
^on ; his ‘ ’cheeks were ’ ’almost livid ; ' his’ ’ 
flattened for ‘Want of due attekitidn frorn’Mis^fegelfet 
fikfi^thy fine rdll of hie whiskeri,^ which 'Was %d^firin 
te ^gi^?e way, deemed Onl^ a sad r-emhiiSGehee t^ 






splendour and felicity. His sorrow came about in 
this wise. 


After service on that Sunday morning, Mr Philip 
Debarry had left the rest of the family to go home 
in the carriage, and had remained at the Rectory 
to Innch with his nncle Augustus, that he might 
consult him touching some letters of importance. 
He had returned the letters to his pocket-book but 
had not returnearthe' Kdok ltd and he 

finally walked away leaving the enclosure of private 
papers and bank-notes on his uncle^s escritoireb ^Ajfter 
arrival at home he was reminded of his omission^ 

0 a note 

begging his uncle to seal up the pocket-book and 
send it by the bearer. This commission, which was 
given between three i jand, Tour o’clock,' happened to 
be ; 1 Fery un w-elcome * to ■ The- . oourien ! i The : • fact i was 
that/MtT3hristian, whol had: been remarkable through 
yfe tf0|?ff4iatdpc^wer'»of f adapting, .himself ^ rtfp fcircumr 
fetanoas 'ehablesf: airman ^to fell jMI^ fdmm® 

fpua:^! fin ,|he; ; W)st%{htuf£kt^*>ieisf)Uisid:Usi^(^^ 
was, notj ,/epCjempt '"Tromt ibodily ; sufibringT^a circum- 
stance^ tdi whiclC there < i^ no known i way erf adapting 
one’si^lfiSQ aS:to be. perfectly comfortable; niider it^ 
-dr idtfeeri' pedple’st rshouldei^. * , He 

diid ; be ; ccwild f JieHtedk de^es : of ^ opitnn when he 




i pains, ;an<ij, he consoled 


tOfsihilities by ;thhikjng-.?t}iat 
i p#ins, leyeri beeajue*^Sitolerabfyrfrequent a popr 
^^dof^e i ipprease i jp i tho ^ dose ; tnighf . puf ap, - eud ? to 
pahogethea*.! ;/HeH^asineither;, ,Cato nop Hatulet, 


>pgh he , tedt leii'ned i jtheir; , soliloquies 'jhis 




THFi ®AI)TGAL. 



first iboard-iBg-schiGol, iie would* probafcty*; ham 
■oreased his^ do^e without roditwigi 
H^xt to;, the paini itselfl 

should huiow. of it :. t i defedtiwo ■ health . dimihish^d fa 
©ian’s uiarket' <valiio phi® did .not like to^to thd ^object 
i>f ithe i -sort : of 1 pit]^ he Mniself ■ gave to;a poor devil: 
who was ' foroecl do make a; wi'y face or .^hgive fim!? 
altogether.'' >• 

He had felt^ it expedient* to stake a sligdit dofse ithid 
afternoonj and iStill h® -was? ’not altogether ; .reliev ed> at 
the tinie^ he ’ ^set ^ locf t to * the lEectoryj- Oh 
with the valuable ^fely rdepoBited 

pdcket) hefelt! indreasitighodily oneaisihesspand. took 
another idos’e. - Thinking dtf •likely ; that* he ^looked 
3 fatliW‘ pitiable, he chose not. to proceed do tliw houm 
by th® caajriia^e'-rdad; > The ’ servants' oft^ walfeeji? * in 
the. park on a Snndhy^ ^anids^ he ^wished. tO' .hfvroid any 
meetin^f vHe itv’ould make i ^ diteuit, get into th® 
hbu^ prt^dtely, * 'and iafter. delivering his ^packet: - to 
Mi*H>ebaaTy shut . himself iip . till the > -ringing , of -th*® 
half-hour* BelLt 'iButn when lie' re^hed tof;®ltov®^d 

» 

seat i'Undert some i syeaihores^i hel'-felt sfo ilh^t^eas^ 
that hd * »y iplded; to’ftho ibeii^tatiom^ * of throvfeg t rWm- 

self :0®iiit^>to westiair'^lifeldd. .Se^«]|ooiifeed;raJE>ifeif wjdtchi 

feiwasr^bliuh'fes^h Aadv’done-lhisfidKia !quickl|^ 
Mthe^d/tediMr ©^barry'had'motiiirged. haste. Blit 
in iefesdhah' ten’:mm'Utes”he^'Was" in a sound -sleept 
Oettain^ -conditions"- df Mb system had -determiiiedf^M 
stronger tibei opium. '*i! ^li 

’ As he had expected’, there ^were * servants! ^sirolteiig ■ 
in: the park, bit- i they did. not - Salk - ehoose^’ffiet'Aost 
frequented piart; o Mr I <S0ale^, i in f pursmf ^ ! slight 
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flirtatiod with the younger lady’s maid,;had preferred 
a * tnore feequesteidd w the oompany bf that 

agreeable nynaph. ' Akd it happened to be this pair, 
of all others, whd alighted on‘t:he sleeping Ghristian 
—a sight which at^the^ wery hrst mementi mused Mr 
Scales a vague' plGa^utA» as5at an incident ' that must 
lead to Something clever oh his part. • rTo play a 
trick, and make some one or other look foolish, was 
held ^ ihA niost. . pointed * lorm^ * of wit throughout the 
lDadk» regions ^seitvedl as a> constant 

substitute fot* th@atiiclib>4ntbrt^iiLi}ken4^^ the 

farce wanted in bos^uine hi 5 H make tip ? f ) aHj gaihed 1 an 
ih# I Aality • : of t then mdriidcatiion; 5'which i bxcited ith^ 
generdl 'laughten^ t.^Andrilo;!. here 'Was tkelofeaMBCV 
the ed:asj)eratingly>oq>ol andisupedior^iChtibtito caught 
compaii:ativeiy helpless, with his head hanging on 
his- shoulder, and one coat-tail hanging out heavily 
bblow the elbow of the rustic seat. It was this coat- 


taib whidii* served, as ti suggestion to Mr ^Scales’s 
gen ills. Putting s hiEi fcngtiii^^ upi dm wteaingstio* IMM 
Okerry, and isaying/ ^LHushi^bb ,4tiiet4-^^ see a fine 
bit of Cun f — he • took ^ a kndf© ifrom^ his^ pocket, > stepped 
behind ; the unconscious *, jOhtistiany and .quickly cut 
off the pendant doat-ttiii. Sbtiles' knew » nothing of 
toi the iEeotOryp.and' as he' noticed that 
idcMietiiingi the » pocket, thought dt' was 
pfohably^ a large t ioigar-ea§©;: ‘ , i iSg; : much the better-r^ 
kel had; no tiinO to paase. ■- He threw ; the ooatttaiLas 
far as he (xwld^janxi? BotiGeld;>that fit dell j^among* the 
piniB -under which they - had been walking. : Ehen, 

■ %ecfeonihg to Mrs lGhei>ry,[fe© hurried'away^with her 
' h%irds;the imorempm . ptirtbf the parJ^, not rdating 
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to explode in langhter nutil ^ it, ,was safe from th^e 
chance of Waking the sleeper. jAnd then- the /yi^ion 
of the. gracefnl woll- appointed,, Mr Chri^tiap,pwl^ 
sneered at Scales; about hja ^^get up/M]yayipg,,fo 
walk back to the house with only, one tahrtOi his 
coaty was a : source of so much enjoyment to, th^ 
butler, that the fair Cherry began to be quite jeajloujS 
of the joke. Still she admitted that it really was 
funny, tittered intermittently, and pledged herself 
to secrecy. Mr Scales nsplam^d tpj her; tha.t . Q%i8- 
tian would tiy to creep dn unobserved, 
must be madei impossible and- he., requested ^|er, to 
imagine the .%pre .tbis-ipt^loping fellow would cut 
wbjen everybody! was a&king; ^vhat had happened 


^iMalio, Christian I where’s your coat, taij?’i!W.op }4 
become, a vp^royerb at the .Manor, .y(here jokes.,. kept 
remarkably i W^li * Q'id of .salt ; . knd Mr 

Qhdstiarn’s. J pp?nb , wpnld ; be opt iso , effeqtnally tfiaf 4 ;»t 
iWopid ..take- a| Jpng ;time , to :gro Wf again. Msit Soa^e ® j 
laughing? 1 and, presenting a finCj exainplq,pf>dra|natip 


■irpi]0r, teany one in.the seoret of l^ate.;'; . : b 

y .When<;Phrl^ia#( awokpfwhe ; was.ishock^ 



; I • •• ; » 


W4*a.he[n:iissedt v -He/did; ,n^^^ that . .he had 

been robbe4?nahd'h%at(!ono§ifoirf^w, that' the conse- 
quences would;, ho hjgfely ■unpleasant In no way 
could the causeyof -the accident ‘be so represm%4itt 
M? .Philip Pebanry fas ;tp uprevonti him from, viewing 
his hitherto nnin^oaohaWe f^tptumr in a. W 


Unfavonrahl© lights - ^ | tApd. hhotigl| Mr ^ ^Cteistian .,:^id 
not regard his present position as brilliant, he did 
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^nyttiagvbetter.i 'A mW-mGarlT 
fifty who 'IS not hWaya^tJiteUvet is sekloiri'ardeiitlT 
o^eful . he is aiw^arh 'that' itiiis is- a* world’ in'Vhieh 
mentis often overiookech: With the idea of robbery 
m’fiill possession-of 'hig’ mind,- to peer ^ibolit 'and 
search in the' ’dimness, even if it had occurred to 
nm, would have seemed a preposterous' -wast^' of 

to and ,n„gy. H, kn.w it w,, HWy ,W. M, 

ebany s pocket -'boob had iiiiportant and' ’ valuable 
coAtents, and' that he should deepen his Offence bv 
Jferrmg his announcement' Of the linfortahate fm. 
He hastened back to the house, 'relieved ”by ->she 

mortification 

whichrthe bhtlef"had counted. Indeed, to- Sdates 
nmself the' affait > had' hlrteady' begun' to appcaa^'-fes 
lOmug 'y jocosfe thhn'” hO" had 'hhticipiated. For 

'xiohApi^earance before 
" consternation ; 

a coutofissioh ' Wtife'R^tOry o 

detained him forJ-feotfiy i^asbU'diicrthetm hff'hmrd'Mi- 
Phihp 'say-; - Wjf^isnbdai’^' ® h’0.«deSSi4;^stv 

about' commissions;' Or h^S evOfefemedtto'id^ti'^ 
^uch, I should be ynealy'N’.AltOgdtfeeP'-'tfaeHaif^if 
^ hot 'taking thd'tuife'f'MlliScateS-'had intended 

^?^#|fwHonf diUrier 'had- beien'' removed, and the 
butlers Ohief- duties’ vtiei-e 'aicM yAdj'it''was ufiderd 

StOTd thsrefea^S^'iM^^ ‘tvithout’ 'Ws ««aMail; 
oOkmg serious and dvCn agitated v that hfe •&ld* UskM 
telive' at dhee to< speakto'Mrt’Bebtery; aid'liigt'-he 
mn fheii dh parleyiu^tl/tb6''^htl€iiien.dn..the 

^'14 j“ J i I # i • M ' ^ ' t ' 1 2 i i ) S ^ f ' ' f 
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iql^mingrropm. Scalps, was in . 4 larm ; it mnst ba^e 
been some property pf Mr Pebarry’s; that had 
'w^eigbted, the pocket. jHe took a lant^n, igot-. a 
groom to . 4ccp,mpany : Jiim^ with another 
with the ntinpst practi<;4bl,e speed reaiched; the fa|4i 
spot in tbo, park ?H!pse4rched nnder, the elms-rr-he 
was certain that the pocket had fallen thprpr-®^rid 
he foTind the pocket ; but he found it empty, and, in 
spite of further search, did not find the contents, 
thongli he had at first consoled himself with think- 
ing that they had fallen ont, and would be lying not 
far off. He returned with the lanterns and the coat- 
tail and a most uncomfortable consciousness in that 
great seat of a butler’s emotion, the stomach. He 
had no sooner re-entered than he was met by Mrs 
Cherry, pale and anxious, who drew him aside to say 
that if he didn’t tell everything she would ; that the 
constables were to be sent for 5 that there had been 
no end of bank-notes and letters and things in Mr 
Debarry’s pocket-book, which Christian was carrying 
in that very pocket Scales had cut off; that the 
Hector was sent for, the constable was coming, and 
they should all be hanged. Mr Scales's own intel- 
lect was anything but clear as to the possible issues. 
Crest-fallen, and with the coat-tail in his hands as 
an attestation that he was innocent of anything more 
than a joke, he went and made his confession. His 
story relieved Christian a little, but did not relieve 
Mr Debarry, who was more annpjed at the loss of 
the letters, and the chance of their gettii% into 
hands that might make use of Aena, than at the loss 
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of the iDant-notes. Nothings conld be dritva f 
present, but that ° 7 for the 

the park indicated foyiScafed- 'should -affaih be^v^ 
fully mi^hed. . > l^hisd w^. ‘ done, buV | < 

many of family- aldhe^Mto^^.' had' ditoS ’ 7 

that nighfe -’Kni 

^'""•'1 -ril <.u; ,i 
' ‘ts i < ii,' I lu ; I ^ 

■ I ' ( I . t . , ,.f ! ; 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


** Give sorrow leave awhile, to tutor mo 
■ ' ‘To this submission .” — Richard IL • i ; v 

Mea-kwhile *F‘elix 'Holt kad i bebn* Ms* ^ waf 

back'fr<fe Sproxton to Trebyin some imtatiori -and 
bitterness of spirit. For a little while he waiked 
slowly along the direct road,' hoping that Mi^ Jobteon> 
Wottld overiake ^ him, in whioh > case - he ' Tfoirld 
the pleasure of quarrelling ’ with him,' khd telling 
him what 'he thought of his intentions ini coming to 
cant at the Sugar Loaf. But he presently -checked 
himself in this folly and turned off again t'owarcfis thfe' 
oarnl,' that he might avoid the temptation of -getting 
into a- passion* to nd^plirposei*’' ^ ’■'■’'•v' • ; ' 

* Wh<^’e^s the< good/^ he thbh'^hty*' of pfftliiig'’ at 
such a tangled' sk^n a^/this eledtioncorMg iriolsi’ery ? 
As long three-fdaTths '^bf^ the *ih*^ in this covnitTy 
see holhing’ in aii* election ' but ' sblf- interest/ and 
nothing te’ ^elf-intehest but some' form ’bf greed, btid 
might as well 4ry to purify the proceedings '6f tih 
fishes, and say 'to a hmigfy cod My ' * 

Ideiidy abstain ;* don’t goggle' your e^^es so’, cr 

such a stupid gduttonous mouth, or tMi^' ^ 

ii 
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fishes are worth nothing except in relation to your 
own inside.’ He’d be open to no argument short of 
crimping him. I should get into a rage with this 
fellow, and perhaps end by thrashing him. There’s 
some reason in me as long as I keep my temper, 
hut my rash humour is drunkenness without wine. 


I shouldn’t wonder if he upsets all my plans with 
these colliers. Of course ,he’^ going to treat them 
for the sake of getting up a posse at the nomination 


and speechifyings. They’ll drink double, and never 
come near me on a Saturday evening. I don’t know 
what sort of man Transome really is. It’s no use 
my. speaking to . .anybody else, but if I CQuld /get at 
him, he might put a veto on this thing. : •.iTbough,! 
when once th:e men have been. prOmi^od,; /and* 
agoing, the miSQhief is . likely to be past. mending.^ 
Hang the Liberal cod-fisli ! I shouldn’t have minded 
so^muclr iflie’d be<^h; a Tory !’’ ... , , , 


w^nt alQtig inthe twilight struggling in 
thi§ '"Way , ]vith the intripacie.s of; life, u which would . 
certainly be fgreatly , simpJfihod f tf * i^rrnpt practices 
were the inyariab]|ei*mark |of;wi'ong opinions, ; iWhen, 
he had crossed the common and, had entered the 
park,, the overshadowing trees deepened’- ther ‘grey 
the evening; it.iwns -aselpas toitry 
^9Wjtho .blind pa^th, M^nd;,he, cnuld oidy be oareful 
t}^t hi^,,^teps. ^hpnld be, bent in the direction ,of the, 
P^rk-gatO; ; : ; He . M was ; str i ding along ' ! rapidly n o?w, : 
whisthng/^^jjEannopkbnrn ”, in ,a subdued, waj; a^ aus 
apcpmpanimep^t to diis ip ward discussion^ When som^, 
l^ing J smooth , apd. , soft , on which , fhip , fcot , laJi#kted 


an .unpleasant startlipgi iSensPtiorp 



THE 


iuid itiade Mm stoop to examine the object be 
treading on. He fbond. it^' to 4©^ ^ large Mather 
pocket-book swelled bj its contents, and ^fastenbd 
with a sealed ribbon aS well as a clasp. In ^tbopr 
ing he saw about a yard off something whitish 
square lying on the dark grass. This was an' orna- 
mental' note-book of pale leather stamped with gold. 
Apparently it had burst open in falling, and ' out of 
the pocket, formed by the cover, there protruded a 
small gold chain about four inches long, with various 
sealk and other trifles attached to it by a ring at th© 
end. Felix thrust the chain back, and finding That 


the clasp of the note-book was broken,' be closed it 
and thrust it into his side-pocket, walking along 
under some annoyance that fortune had made him 

V 

the finder of articles belonging most probably to one 
of the family at Treby Manor. He' was much too 
proud a man to like any contact with the aristoc- 
racy, and he could still less endure coming within 
speech of their servants. Some plan must be de- 
vised by which he cfould avoid carrying these things- 


up to the Manor himself: he thought at first of lead- 
ing them at' the lodge, * biit be' h^ a sotiiple %aih‘st 
placing property, of whi€h^'1he'bwA©rship was afEdr 
aibundertai% in^ “ 111 © ! hands of persotiA^ niikno^" tO 
him. It was possible That the^ largo pocket -book 
contained papers of Mgh ’im'pottancej • and that it 
did not belong to any # The I)5bbhiTy'faiihly. ^' Hb 
resolved at last to carry his -firidingS' to 'Mr 
who would ' perhaps be good-hathred' enough' tb 
himffiHDm the necessary transaotionsTvith- the people 
the Manor by undertaking those tranWactions. him- 
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^el£ With this determination he walked straight 
to i!R4aithoiise \ardj and waited outside the^ chapel 
■until the congregation was dispersing, when he 
passed along tiie aisle to the vestr j -in order to 
speak to the minister in private. 

But Mr Lypn was not alone when Felix entered. 
Mr Nuttwood, the grocer, %vho was one of the dea- 
cons, was complaining to him about the obstinate 
deineanoiir of the singers, who liad declined to 
change the tunes in accordance with a change in 
the selection of hymns, and had stretched short 
metre into long out of pure wilfulness and defiance, 
irreverently adapting the most sacred monosyllables 
to a multitudo of wandOring quavers, arranged, it 
was to be feared, by some musician who was inspired 
by conceit rather than by the true spirit of psalmody.- 
Gome in,, my friend,” said Mr Lyon, smiling at 
Felix,, and then continuing in a faint voice, while 
he wiped the perspiration from his brow and bald 
crown, Bj other Nuttwood, we must .be ,■ content to 
car;ry a thorn in our sides, white the‘ ne»oessitibs. .c^^ 
our imperfect state demand "that tpiere should be a 
apart and. 'cajjed ia. chohr, whose special 
it is tp lead the - singttfigy.not because they are 
WPi’ie /.dispp^d .tiO- th^ devr^t uplifting of praise, but 
Aajj ure p|idptved:,yrtthi< better vocal organs^ 
and mp^ inusician’s art. For 

al).[office,. unless-. itibe; accompanied by peculiar grace, 
hecppies/^aSjdfc - a diseased organ, seeking .^to 
itself 'bK) much of a centre^ Singers, ^ .sp ecially 
s„p . called, are, / it * must - «be confessed, ai^ anomaly 
4 .who , seek, ;to reduce the*. ,GhuiE?©h/ to- ‘its. 

i ■ ’ ■ 
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primitive simplicity ^ and to cast away all that may 
obstruct the direct communion bf spirit with spirit. 

They are so headstrongj” said Mr Nnttwood, in 
a tone of sad perplexity, “ that if we dealt not wa^rily 
with them, they might .end in dividing the chtirok, 
even now . that we have had the chapel enlarged. 
Brother Kemp would side with them, and drav^>tho 
half part of the members after him. I cannot but 
think it a snare when a professing Christian has 
a bass voice like Brother Kemp’s. It makes him 
desire to be heard of men; but the weaker.;, song 
of the humble may have more power the<‘ bar of 
God.”, 

Do you think it any better vanity to hatter your* 
self that God likes to hear you, though men don’t? ” 
said Felix, with unwarrantable bluntness. ' . ; 

' The civil grocer was prepared to be * scandalised 
by anything that came from F elix. In common 
with many iiearers in Malthouse Yard, he already 
felt an objection to a young man who was notorious 
for having interfered in a question of wholesale iand 
retail, which should have been left to Fro^denoei. 
Old Mr Holt,, bejing I a church' {member, had ^probably 
had : ^Ueadifrgs,”- which werei'more>.ta > be reliedr rom 
than his ’ eon!^ boasted hnoiyiledge. : ahy . ealse,. h 

little ^yisbeml disturhance. and inward chastisement 
tq 1 the consumers ,of • questibhahle ; medicines w(Mld 
tend less to ohsCure the divinb glory than a show of 
punctilious morality in one who.was not'a “profes^n” 
Resides, how'r was it to be . known - that ‘ the medi bines 
would not be blessed, if t^keu with du?© ; tru^ ib 'a 
higher , inflip.(^oe ? , A. Christian must qohsidei f not 
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the medicines alone in their relation, to our no,, 
bodies (which are dust), but the medicines with 
Omnipotence behind them. Hence a pious vendor 
will look for ‘‘ leadings,” and he is likely to find them 
in the cessation of demand and the disproportion of 
expenses and returns. The grocer was thus on his 
guard against the presumptuous disputant. ; i 

■ Mr Lyon may understand you, sh,” he replied 
‘i He. seems to be fond of your conversation. But 
you have too much of the pride of human learning 
for me. I follow no new lights.” 

“ Then follow an old one,” said Felix, mischiev- 
ously disposed towards a sleek tradesman. “ Follow 
the light of the old-fashioned Presbyterians that I’ve 
heard sing at Glasgow. The preacher gives out the 
palm, and then everybody sings a different tune,- as 
It -happens to turn up in their throats. ■ It’s a domin- 
eering thing to set a tune and expect everybody else 
to follow it It’s a denial of private judgment”. - 

‘Hush, hush, my young friend,” said Mr Lyon, 
hurt by this levity,, which glanced at himself as- ”wel 
as at the deacon. << Play not with paradkosesi 
caustic which you handle in order toi 
may happen to sear your own fingers’aanii'foake thert^ 
dead^to the quality of things.i) - ’-Tis i difficult enough 
fo - see our way and keep'.(^ i®fj‘eh- steady in this 
dim-. labyrinth-: to .-.whiigtihs?- torch and dasszle the 
eyppf our,feUow%efceirsds a poor daring, and may 
rad inHoi^d-daitateSs.- .-You yourself are a lover of 

Tee cm, and.a.hold rebel against usurping autboritv. 
But the ngkt lh .rebellfon is the right to- seek- h 
higher rule, and notiioi wander in mere lawlesshess. 
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' I ; beseech jou,: sfeeiti abt-j ^xd ! ^ s^y that 
liberty is iicenoet.: AikI I appreheiid — th(i>!Ki®h *1 ana 


aB ear to seize those earthly , 
monies, whiemt:r>--^j32^(l0von^ have seemed^? as 
it were, the • hroken echoes^w j^eayen^^ ’ elidir — 
Ji;appreherLd that there is a law in miisic,'~^aiciai 30 ^ 
ence wherennto would bring us in our singihg^to the 
level of shrieking maniacs or howling beasts it so 
that .-herein- W 6 are well instructed how true liberty 
can be nought but the transfer of obedience from^ !the 
will of one or of .a few menito that .wilVwhicli" ^8 the 
norm or rule for all mem . - And though i the? transfer 
may sometinaes jbe but^ian eri'oneous direction of 
search, yet is the search good, and. necessary to < the 
ultimate finding. And even- as ini mueic, « where f all 
©hey and concur to one end; sol that feadh hasi theif®"/ 
of contributing to a whole whereby be . is ravished 
and, :lifted up ijuto the courts of heaven, so will it be 
in that crowning time of the nxillenhial reign, when 
oiir - daily prayer will be; fulfilled, and one law^isbiall 
be written; on, all heartSyiand .be - the very .strfiedoaTe 

\ . " .. r 

of all tbonght, and ! be th^ principle of? ail abtidn^fnhfi 
, r iS'ir 0 d^ even j < e^bausted^i las i the > feaiuisterhlmd^i beetif 
when r yefe ! HdJt en-^iied,'/ the /gatlheriadg feslMte 3 »nib 
of : speofih i gix ?tK)5?e . more 5 ehergy I to kist voice 

and. manner .; he. walked^ away fronai the^kestry taBle^’ 
he paused, andf came^backi to 'it ; he r^alfoed ' awa}^ 
again, then came j back, andi ended wMiibisideepesi^ 
toned largo, keeping his hands clasped behind ibi»| 
while his brown eyes were bright ^ifik' tlie tasting 
yonthfiiiness of enthusiastic thought andelove^^MiBut 
3 , any one who had* no share in thd meiri^ies 
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tliriiling his little bodj, he- would ^ - loolfesl 

queer enough. Ko soqner -had lie finished his eagsi* 
Bpeecli, than he held out his hand to the deahAt^j cn^a 
said, in his former faint. tone ‘ 

^^Gk>d with 'brother. *1^0 shalL meet 'toi 
f ’ and .we will see what can* be done- do snbdu^ 
these ^refraotbrj spirits.’’ . 

Wh^i the deacon was gone, iPelixi saidp^^^Forl 
glre me^ - Mr Lyon j ' T was wrong, and^* yoh * 

r%ilt” ■' 'i ■ ' - ’--i: / ■■ ■' ,;jr, 





Fes^ ■yegj' my :friend ; you have* that ^ 'marls h'of 
grace within you, that you are ready to afafenowledge 
the ijusiaoe ©f a rebukei Sit down ^ you - have* sotne- 
tuimy— sorie? packet there; ' ' * ? : ■- ’ ^ 

■ ^ They^ sat‘ciowmat--a corner- of 'the- smilii liable, 4hd 
i^elix drew the note-book ifi*cun- his pocket ^to* lay* it 
doito .with the pobket^book, isaying-4--'':; r in* <■» 

‘r had .thj© .ill-liick to he-the findor* 
thfe Bebariys^‘Tark.>*niMoMii._^^ 

jtb one of the^fairifly atitK M'aUor‘'pr^,fei%o‘t^ 
gmndee who is ^^yihg therOir .1 haitenh^-k|‘»&i5fi 
things totdo sk^.pepplk OSfey^ll; 'think: tne a 
pmiikmklj ^d*foieraniei.mbnby ^*'^^'ou ar a* known 

_ chaigie of these' things,’' !'and 
^ 4^^ DeHarrjjfhot- mentioning me, and* asking 
I soibe 'rone; for : them. - I found tlrein oh 
the |)afk this * : eVenihg ^ about « 
the: comer we cross gorag to Sproktbni^^^o 

-MrLyon, f^tlik oibii.> 

^may venture to-look ihiit ifeHi?.feomd^sign*icf 

H-.Tkem hd:otheiBnwhoipd)ss6ss;fprop^^^ 
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miglit be crossing; that end of the park^ besides "the 

Pebarrys.” ^ 

As be lifted tbe note-l>ook close to kk.eyes^ ;tbe 
cbain again slipped, ont. He aATOsted it, and held 
it in bis bandy while be examined some writing, 
wbicb appeared to be a i name on tbe inn ^r leather. 
He looked long, as if be were trying to decipher 
jBonietbing tbat^was partly rubbed * oiit 5 and bis 
bands began . to tremble noticeably. He made i a 
movement in an agitated mannery as if be; weife 
g'oing to examine . the . chain randi seals,! wfeicAtIbe 
held in bis band. : Hnt be bbeckedphiinsdl^?. closed 
bis band again^ iand ’ rested ' it .> lOb !tbe table,* while 
with tbe other habdt he pressed the. ’-sides of the 
note-book together. ' . : !.!?!** 

uFelix observed his agitation, and was rbncb^- sur- 
prised p but with a delidaoy bf which be-was capable 
under* all^liik abruptness, .be» said, You are oven 
come witb fatigue^ sir. I was thoughtless ■ to tease 


you with thesd matters at tbe end of Sunday, wb-on 
you have, been .preaching three sermons.” I J 
. ; I Mr Ly»on did hot speait for a feW monibhhs, iiit’M 


last he said- 


■nf; 




. : It is . trafe. - 1 1 ana overcome^ 1 r; It < wasf -a! aahiin e I 
sawr— a ' hanie that * called- up a I past rsbrro»#i*/ //Feafr 
not; I wiU do wdat is needftil with itbesel .things.* 
You may -trust 'them, to med’ ■ j b 
! With trembling fi,hgbr^ b e replaced . the .eliaihy lahd 
tied both the large pocket-book and tbe hbted)ookriin 
Ms bandkereiilef. He waS. evidenfely .making a^great 
effcprt : over i himself.; ; But : when he had. gathered ; the 
knet I pf. .the handkerchief .imhis ; handy ihp eMd-m : 

* i 
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€live BQ© joair arm to the dooBy- my friend; , i 
feel ill. Doubtless I am over-wearied/’ i. ' ! 

The door was already openy” and 'Ly defy was 
watcliing: for her master’s return. Felix* therefore 
said Good-night and passed on, sure that this was 
what Mr Lyon would prefer. * The minister’s supper 
of '^arm porridge was ready by the kitchen -bird, 
where he always took it on a f3unday evening, and 
afterwards smoked his weekly pij^e’ up the broad 
chimney— ^the one great relaxation he allowed himr 
self. Smoking, he considered, was a recreation of 
Ihe travailed spirit, which, if indulged in, mig’ht 
endear this world to us by the ignoble bonds of 
mere • sensuous ea^ Daily srnoking might be la’vo- 
ful, but it was not expedient. And in dhfe- Esther 
concurred with a doctrinal eagerness that was un- 
usual - in her, * It ^ was her Imbit to- * go to i heir? own 
room, professedly to bed, vei^ i^arly oaaiShndays^^ 
umnediately * on ! her return feem obapdl^'^l^at 
m%ht avoid 'her^ feiher^s /Duhthfe isii.§ 

had remained * afr; ^ upder a ' true ’ ptea- of mot 

feoHng. when; she heard Min enter, slie 
rafii out. <^ the parlour to meet him. > • 

lyoui aref dll^’^she said,* as he tottered to 
l arm-dhair, while Lyddy stood 
b^Hi&aking her head.*v ,• 

No, my dear,” he answered ' feebly^, a^s ;she took 
^ iifet . ■ lo€>kcd in < hfe ■ fece •' inquiringly I 




ii 


InM 


I .. 





les© /things ' iflowhi feri isaid 
the tendle M the "handkerchibf.* ■ - ■■ 
No , they are inatters wliiofi * I hhve ^io ’ ex^min^^’? 
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iie saicly laying lliena on, the 'tablo, and putting his 
arm across them. Go you to bed, LyddyJ' ^ < 

Not me, sir. If ever a man looked as* if M '%as 
struck with death, it’s you, this very night as^ here is.'^’ 
“Nonsense, Lyddy,” said Esther, angiily. j “Go 
to bed when my father desii*es it. I will stay ^ with 

him.” ; 

Lyddy was electrified., by. surprise at this new 
behaviour of Miss Esther’s, i She took her candle 
silently and went. i 

“Go you too, my dear/’ said Mr iLydn^ ifeehderiy^ 
giving hi® Eand do Esther, when' »i.^ni|iy'T was gone; 

It ? is your wont to ' go early^ Why fare you up ” 
’ “Let me lift your porridge fi*om before thehfire, 
and stay with you, father. You think limrvso 
naughty that I don’t like doings ■ any thin^t>fdrtydu,” 
said Esther, smiling rather sadly at' Mitow' ^ - 

“ Child, whM 'has- happened t? : you.' have become 
the image of your mother to-night/’ said the minister^ 
in a loud whisper. The tears came, and relieved hia^ 
while Esther, who had stooped to’iliftiithd poiirid^ 
from the fender, paused on one knee and looked np 
at him. 

“ She was very good to you ? ” asked Esther, 
softly. 

“Yes, dear. She did not reject my affection. 
She thonght not scorn of my love. She would have 
forgiven me, if I had erred against her, from veiy 
tenderness. Could you forgive me, child ? ” 

“ Father, I have not been good to yon ; but I will 
be, I will be,” said Esther, laying her head on his 
knee. 
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He kissed her head. Go to bed, my dear 5 I 
would be alone.” 

When Esther was lying down that night, she felt 
as if the little incidents between herself and her 
father on this Sunday had made it an epoch. Very 
slight words and deeds may have a sacramental 
efficacy, if we can cast our self-love behind us, in 
order to sav or do them. And it has been well 
believed through many ages that the beginning of 
compunction is the beginning of a new life 5 that 
the mind which sees itself blameless may be called 
dead in trespasses — in trespasses on the love of 
others,} in trespasses on their weakness, in trespasses 
on All those great claims which are the image, of our 

own need. ' “ >' •. 

But Esther persisted in assuring herself that she 
was not bending to any criticism .from Felix. She 
was feu ‘of resentment agajinst his rudeness, and yet 
mrgtvii his too harsh conception of her charac^ 

: She wsts determined to keep as 'much at a 
distance from him: as possible; ! . : , ^ 
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CHAPTEE XIV. ; , 

This maTi’a metallic ; at a,STid<leu blow ^ 

' \ V ' •M^ sbWlrihg^'hird. X ciaimot lay toV palm/ 

, , . , , . . , Tf ei:i^blij!i.gt w|tb life,’ upop^ that jointed b^'aas, <, 

‘ i shudder at the cold unanswering touch ; 

But if it press me in response, I’m bruised. ‘ 


The next morning, vvlien the BebarryiSy .-itLcliidmg, 
the Eector,. who had' ridden over to' the > Manor eariyy 
were still seated at breakfast, Christian came in witix 
a letteiy saying that it had* beenv.brougkt by a naan 
employed at the chapel in Maithouse Yardj^^who had 
been ordered by the minister , v to nse ail speed and 


care.dn the delivery. 

The letter was addressed*%o' Sir Me-xinaiis; 

Stay, Christian, it may possibly refer to the lost 
pdeket-hbot/^ ■edld 'EMlip'^Deliarry, who -’wds ^ begin- 


ning to feel rather sorry' fer * his > factotuin, as a 
reaction from previous suspicions and indignation; 

Sir Maximus opened the letter'^and felt for his 
glasses^ but then said, ^^Here, you read it, PKir: 
the man writes a hand like smalT priiit.* ■ ■ -• * 


" Philip cast his ’^es Over it,: and ’then read 41 oud 
tone of sati sfection- :-h- ■■ • ‘ = . ; , ■ y ^ i-j' * H ^ : * u ■ 
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Sir , — / send this letter to apprise you that I have 
flow in jny possession certain articles, which, last even-' 
ing, at about half-past seven o'^clock, were found lying 
on the grass at the western extremity of your park. 
The articles are — 1°, a well-filed pocket-book, of brown 
leather, fastened with a black ribbon and loith a seal of 
red wax ; 2°j a small note-book, covered ivith gilded 
vellum, whereof the clasp was hurst, and from out 
whereof had partly escaped a small gold chain, with 
seals and a locket attached, the locket bearing on the 
hack a device, and round the face a female name. 

Wherefore I request that you will further my effort 
to place these articles in the right hands, by ascertaining 
whether any person within your walls, claims^ them as his 
property, and by sending that person to me [if suck be 
found) ; for I will on no account let them pass from 
CMVe save into that of one who, deelanung himself to be 
ife owner, can state to me what is the irnpmssmh on the 
<md mhcaiike ^ dmioe nmnh upop. locket: 


T (mi, Sit, 




MUFm LJOM. 




Malihcmse 


rj: 


ilit. 


, I 

) ' I 


ih ‘t; • ' : i-l ■ ‘ ^ J ‘ ,!‘f '/ i < }■< f 


f 






oii tljje "Eectpr 5 ' “ Ij 

, jtiiipk lhat oopipositiAP of his wo-uid 
, me so miUih ^pleasOTe*’^ 


< Jl ’ i H ' ' 1 

ari oM ? jfox' it i is 1 1 ’’ said Sii?* Mteiitm 
oot|Id^’t he seodl !the . 'thiagiS lu-ei 
along with, 

i i? JSa^-li ho liieee a 

ttie Eector, a refined aiad? * liten 
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ness 6f ' broAer, ' With a ' tikg ^ Yearle^saae^s' aii5 

4eciBi'oii ‘lim ‘voice w'hidh. stsiftled’ sill fcc^^feen 
ian^ wirWly boys. , What' a?re ^ tt) 

Phil?’^ he added, seeing his nephevV^ biy 

To write, *of ^ ddnr-Se. = Those other matters 'are 
yonrs, I' siippose^? ”” said ^ Mr ^ - Debaityy ■ 'lo#Mifg‘^ & 
'Christian. ‘ v’-n'l'!;:-- 

' i S : h YdSj 'Sil'i^^^ ■ ' ' '' ' ‘ ‘ ‘ ; : a f * , ' ! « ! ' ,' ; I ■'>■:" i i : ' 

^ I shall send yon ' with ‘ a letter to the • presicher. 
Yoii can describe johr owh^ property. thB sd^I, 

-ancle— w4s‘ it yoitr cOat-of-ainciB ^ ^ m f v ^ li. 

No, it waiS this head of Achilles. Here, T ^’jdan 
-take' -it ^tHe riitg, and ybtt ‘ ca?c[‘ csory hi’ 'Ohristian. 
But don’t lose that, for I’ve had it eVer Shice eighteen 
hundred. I should like to send my-feonlipSlnents 
with it,” the Eector went on* lo^ol^iig‘at 
“and' heg, -that* since he has so'iUUdh 'v^Se Option 
at command^’ ^ he ■ W-otild eice^feise 'a ' iittib ih ' ‘more 
public matters, instead of making hiniself a '&d- 
brand’ in’ my parish, and teactiing hncisters and 
tape-weavers that it’s their Business' to' ’dl6ti 
statesmen.” ■ ■ ■ ' 

= * “ How did Dissenters, and Methodists, and ‘Quak- 
ers, and people of that sort 'ferst cbihe hp,- UnOle ?” 
said Miss 'Melina,' a radiant girl of twenty, who *h^ 
given ^rtitieh tfrne* td the harp. - ^ ’ ■ ■ ' . ’ 

(f .'^Bear me, Belina,”= said hen' elder sister, Harriet, 
whose general knowledge,' “ dont' yo4 

reiUember t Woodstock ^ ' They Were in Groin welFs 

'^7 ' 'd''-'' '-'t .: •■ -■ ■ ■ 

• M'^Dh ! teoldenbugh, and thbse- people?* '‘Yes but 
they ^^Aed In thse^uhurohes 5 they had^ no chapel#. 


i • '■•?'■ 
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Tell me, imcle Giis ; I like to be. wise, said ? Selin#, 
looking up at the feoe which was smiling down m 
hei' with .a sort of severe ; benignity. Phil says ,Vm. 

an ignorant- pass.' t ! . • , ; I 

The seeds of J^onconformity were sown at the 
Eeformation^ my dear, - when some obstinate men 
made scniples about surplices and the place, of the 
communion-table, and other trifles of that sort. / But 
the .Quakers? came up about Cromwell’s time, and 
the Methodists only in the last century., ; The 
Methodists were regular clergymen, the,, more’s- the 


.siKpBut all those wrong things-r^why didn’t goveiqn- 

,naeu1-,puhthem.d,owin5’” 1 : .r », i . ; i i-a 

1 i !■ > : f Q . bo/ iSure,]’ Tell , in Sir Maximus, in , a 00?*?. 
dial tone 'of qorrohoration. , , . . . : u. 

y. Because ^’ronji^-ofteu stiong^, aud;gQ-ve?rument 
Is weak? ■my.i-dear^ Well, .Phil?!? .have^yoii 

finished jy^ur^ilefter,?.!’: 

! wil read 4t toi you,’? said- Philip, item-iag 
and leauiug oyer the back; of his ;:ehair- with .f he 
letter in his hand. ' , 


./ 'Tlieiteis.a.ippiTrait q{. Mu, Philip iBebarry.sitill to 
beeeeu at:Treby Maupr,' .and arvety haq^htisipf him 

fhq di^, y ears^ ;QC5nyp|:t 

tO' Catholicism. His facerWPul^ ha^'^eitepep^jplah^ httt 

hiSiiha^h eyes, >iwh4oh 

.feousehiidd* ^-j^-The 




redeemed frotn triviality by the stamp of gravity a^ 

i^flehectual 

aJp-Hlrhis was* 
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:|aigkt ,ha¥fe beea if it bad t)j 'deii- 

, mte Jb^ltk and a visitatidn of Beif7donbt.MJj|H*‘, 'vj? 


a - I f ^ 


. > 1 ; ^ ' 


'>*»■ " I ^ 'i i * 





, rep^, to let^ with which pmi have 

fixootireB .me this morning y I heg to state thaP 
lariioles you destribe'Wete lost from ' pocket 
mrtamt,. who. is the bearer ^ this Mter to yow^ dkd ^ « 
the idamicM of the mllwm note-book and^ the gotd ^hahL 
iTihe large leathern po<dc6t- booh ow^ ] 

and the impression on . tke v^^f a 
Aidh^hSj was - made by M^, 

2 ^ 'aUom m&‘ 

,m ipnwf that ' d ^ Mm ' not ^ a 

I feel myself under deep obligation to you^ 
for the care and. trouble you have taken in order to 
restore to its right mMer a pi^- (f pti^phr^ 
ht^ppens td be of paTiikMlar miportancet^ 
shall comideT myself' douUy fortmmte M iMk 
you can point out to me sonne method hy ’which ^ I wMty 
proewre you as Uvely a satisfaction as I 
ing\ in that fuU and i^eedy reJ^ froM 

/ remairif yow- 


Iff f ; 



^^Yon know b€^ty. Fhil, -(tf course/’ saW 'Sir 
Masinius, pushing* ibis plate fk)m hwo, bj way <rf 
h^terjectionJ ; But it stojs to me j-m. 
px^posterously' evary. little sserrioe a man 
do , for you.. Wliy.isbCmld yon make a genea^ Olfe 
of that sort ? How do you know wtet ^ wp' 
,^fong you to and noBBer^^ I 


TTTTp^ 
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- to, seal him a- Few head of g-ame. You should 'tiiii* 
tw,ce before you give a blaufc cheque of that sort ft 
one of these quibbling, meddlesome Eadicals.” 

^ afraid of my committing m 

bottomless perjury of an et oetem,’ ” said Phifip 
^nuhng, as he turned to fold his letter. “But Y 

.1 foould ,not be content to say less. And I have a 
notion tliat, he. would regard a present of game just 
«aow as an inault. . I should, in his pkce..’V .. . 

xaea^i 75 ’• don’t make yourself a 

toeastne of Dissenting preachers, h hop'e^” said Sir 

Ma Ws,.. nafelier wrathfuUy... « What do 'jioir.say, 

tone^^ “ r ^^'^d'.the 'Rectory . in an absolute 

!rf* ; ^ deal -with, a-Dissehter, or 'put 

profits into, the pocket of a' Radical which' might 

pmm ^ 'Po^tet of, a, good .Churchman And -a «5et 

2rw'”"®^ €»-eatest scoundrel in the>.XrM 
tfta^ hum ,, So would- .yp-u,,^ v...'-. vt. , 

i;p * Juean that-oim shouldn’t behai.fe 

' ‘t.*?** ‘’"'I' "«periority 

effin Muuoi'*’’ ’ having his 

wn , ^»ion «i^u«d do wh Afe it h ' ■ - 

Pot-^Wttri^. ithe-: dimyk 

W^*®d§| .and 99*eW'‘®iot®i^n^nriSe^Joottji& oniviu^feiwifi*?, 

»Je».: !vhito.aa 

— rt y ^ 

:,:,.an,t4t»t fsMdtefeti'dimh.'ki^iM 
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jjod^ble claimaBft of tho note-booK>and' tlie chain 
Msid thought* of ^ and ^expected with paljpiitating agi- 
tation. Mr Lyon was seated: in his study* ^slocking 
haggard and already aged from a sleepless iiigh#. 
He was so afraid lest his emotion should deprive 
him of the presences of mind necessaiy to thi idue 
attention to particulars in the coming interview, that 
he continued to occupy his ^sight and touch #itli- the 
objects which had stirred' the depths, not. only of 
memory^ but of dread. Once again he mnlocfceiia 
small box which 4to©d beside his ■ desli^, «and ' took 
from it^a littlhi oval/ Iboket' and ’ compared^ this with 
one swhibh! huhg''Wi4h v*thbi'seals on the stray gold 
chain. There Was the sime device miendmeX 4n 
Ae*baek of both : clasped hands surrolind^^'^i 
blue 'flowers. Both had round' thit 
gold ■ itilfes'' on blue ground: the name bn'' the 
locket taken firom» the drawer was Mcmrice ; the 
name on the locket which hung with the seals' was 
Annette, and within the " circle of this' ’narho'ither^ 
wSrS a lover’s knot of light-brown hairji 
a* curl that lay in the ’ box. TheoliairAy 
which: hore' th^ame^^ofoMhwice^^^^^ dark 

brown, and* before xeltirning Ah 
Lyon noted the^ colour -aud^quafety of 'tMs’hair'InOi^ 
careMly^than^ everi^ Thon^ic't^cumd 'to^siliy ndtet 
l^ok : " nidonbtedy ^there ■ had 
babl^^ W^^lM¥d*’nyme, beybhd the ' & 

Ohrisimn; ^ iirhicK had themMves been r4blfe#5.^.d 
slightly snieared* • as df* by accident’; 

'r^ fitsb • exaihihatyh dh ’ the ' vOs tiy ^ 

' prevent ' Krt&elf' * 


dim 
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image of tHe third name in faint lines to the rtibbed 
leather. The leaves of the note^book seemed' lo 
have been recently inserted ; they were of fresh 
white paper, and only bore some abbreviations in 
pencil with a notation of small sums. Nothing 
could be gathered from the comparison of the writ- 
ing in the book with that of the yellow letters 
which lay in the box : the , smeared name had been 
carefully printed, and so bore. no resemblance to the 
signature of those letters ; and the pencil abbrevia- 
tions and figures had been made too hurriedly to 
bear any decisive witness. “I will ask him to write 
f^to write a, description of the locket,’' had been one 
of Mr I.iyon’s thoughts 9 butoho faltered in that in- 
tention. . , , >His poweuj ;of i fulfilling it i must depend on 
what he saw in this visitor, of whosO coming he had 
a horrible i,droad,. at the very time he was writing' to 
d^|nap<i\ ih . I In .. that demand he : was obeying . the 
wpicetj of.-hislirigid/ coi^soiencej which hadimeivernteft 
him! test^iirndetthis one^act bfi-^oG^tion 


. concealments ftom .* 


that. , he Was . not he^ 


natural , &ther, the assertion? of.* a false.' claim upon 
her* . ‘/ Let my path be. rliOnoeforth simple,” he had 
eaid ftQ hiinself in the angnish nf. that ilight j^^Uet 
mafSeek to knoWs what fis,iai>d if possible "to deplare 
it/ : If ^ he. was really goinga’to find hims^h face, to 
face the^ man who^ had . A^nnette’s husband,? 

and i who 5vae.i’l|sth6r’si -father — if , rfliat * wanderir^, I pi 

hia from the li#ht had brought thp punishment- of "a 

^pdiaaorilege as^ fhe issrio .. pf a consoipna fr. 

jh% prayed .that he, might ^ he ; i to ,apG^t -att 
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possiBilities aoncemiiig tb© claiinant iob tbe book and 
otain.'. His ignorance ' and suspicions as .to .the his- 
tory and cbamoter of Annette’s hmebandi'^inlade it 
credible . that be bad laid a plan for convinoiiBig’: -ber 
of bis death as a means of freeing biinself 'brom a 
bnrtbensome tie;’ but it seemed equally, probable 
that be. was really dead, and that tlaese articles: of 
property bad been a bequest, or a payment, or even 
a sale, to tbeir present owner. Indeed, in all tbese 
years there was no knowmg into iHowjinany bs^nds 
siicb^ pretty * trifles might bavel - , 

claimant ydgb'l, after all, Have no ©oiinectien witli 
tbe Debarrys he might not oeme to dbis day or tb4 
next. There might be more time left for refieotioa 
and prayer. v ’ • rt 

All tbese possibbities, wMcb : wo \bd ■' remove"" 4Me 
pressing need for difficult action, Mr Lyon ''repre- 
sented to himself, but be had no effective belief in 
them; bis bebef went with bis strongest feeling, 
and in these moments bis strongest : feeling jwas 
dread. He trembled under the weight s 
already added to bis own ..sin; be felti 
ready confronted- by Annettels -husband’ and ‘Mstber’s 
father. Perhaps the Jatber-iwas’ a'- ^entliiatojlom 
visittoi the Beba^ys; Tbere.wad ^ rdoi birfiermgf 
' pang with which’ the old manisaid to . himself^ 1 
j ¥Tbe child will’ not be sorr;f to-leavdMiis -] 
home, -and I shall be guilty in her . sight.” ; 

I. He was •walking about among tHe rbwir? 
when there bame a Ibud rap at 'the - outer 
rap shook bimr ’SO- that he sank, intdlbfo feeding 

afoiosft’ powerless. ^ 
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' Here’s ever such a fine man from the Manor 
wants to see you, sir. Dear heart, dear heart! shall 
i tell him you’re too bad to see him ? ” 

“ Show hm up," said Mr Lyon, making an efibrt 
to rally. When Chr-istian appeared, the minister 
half rose, leaning on an arm of his chair, and said, 

e seated, sir,” seeing nothing but that a tall man 
was entering*. ? 

“Ive brought: you a letter from Mr DebaiTv” 
said Christian, in an off-hand manner. This 
little man, in his dismal chamber, seemed to the 
Ulysses of the steward’s room a pitiable sort of 
human curiosity, to whom a man , of the world would 
speak rather loudly, in aceomimodation to & eccen- 
tricity which was likely to be accompanied- iwith 

“ everything; 

and^uf iMr. Christian had- dispersed- his faculties -in 
atuy-that wnuM^ have -enabled- him to share nnoom 
yentiQiilal,-. ppimts -=.0#: - view,.,- he might:- .havai -wcm ,, k 
mistakeh vkiind boot, and -beicm:.-l oo o i-|(iiii'|i jjj, 

^at emrte', or at betting,; w da' anyrot&fefr cdntedt ' 
'Smtablj©' to o/ por&on of ifignro. ; * 

>.'' As^-he seated- himself, Mr Lyon opened the letter 
and_ilield :if close , to his eyes, so that bis face was 

at'tbe word ''servant” be could not 
avoid.st^g,:and looking off the letter towards -the 
bftayemuhairisfoaa, knowing what -was - in 'toe,. letter 
Mnjectuife**;^t -toe- iold; irnan ■ was (ainazed -to , leaed 
( s^<t(JistiaSallflsh!e!dl-l0okingi,^a■>,;personage-'.•wais a 

- r , • , V r Y ,• 


'Sdorantt-p^ite* 

a 



_ 'S j and ; a 

ln;.-The rhinisfter , checked . JiimseK; 



Tla® ‘tEAXHOAl;. 


• ! 


finished' the /reai«mg^>f# 

and' net^onsiy bn ^ hiS 'Sf/eCthbfeS "tcy^Biitvey ‘tfefs 

man, bettreeiHwtejse fate ’ nnd 'Mb 'dWhi ' ihstfeJ niig^ 
be, 'a’temble'OolMsion. > 'Ti»e word’ * ^ BeiVahf ” .K«d? Been 
a fresh ' feantion' tb him. ' ’ ’ ’ He ^ mil* ' do ' hethin^ < t*Mhiy. 

Esther’s lot ■'was :de®ply Concerned. ' ' 

.■"‘^flere is '-the seal mentioned -in the letter,’^ 'said 

Christian. * • ^ 

s Mr * Sjyon*dr^W" th6 pocket4>do%! ftoin his dfesk,* ^nd 
vafter eontparing *the* th€^ tapi^mon; mid^ 

is right, sir : I deliver the pooke^r%ddfe|t#‘y^ 
h^ld’tt'olit' ^ith to 

thorny ‘sayings • ^ 

the chain and the little book— are mine.^’ M > i -n U 

“Your name then is^-^^^ -V 

“ Maurice Christian.”* ‘ ■ *' ' 

A spasm shot through Mr 

possible th^' ’he might heaf another nani'ej" ‘to be 
freed fmiii the tv^orse half bf hisi anxiety’. ■•HiS'tt^:^t 
1 words 'were not wisely chosen j ^biit- esC%^d ' Idhi 

* •: i ! ’ 1 m'', i’ 'I I l',<i i j 7 / H I , 

impulsively. ■ 

i Aiid^ ybir have ne ■ other* nanib ? i i i il , . -Jn 

It: ivVliaH'-^do ’ ^ou ’^eto ^id, (SW^stiailt, . 

’’ ’ ‘r Be so ’^ood as rtb'" reseat yourself- ■ -■ i 
: • ' Christian did' liOt cotiiply;'^ !?irl Tether fh-a*h^ 

sir/^ he said/recoverihg fa8-(ibblhfe^^ -^Yflit suils 
-you td^ feetore to tie those smto^’toticlbs'M’mihe, I 
’sh^lUbe*%lM 5 but k would father dbave' 
thto. be^detaitM.'^ ’ ■ He had 'feflectkd -thal' Ihbi 
^iet ^as'ifeinlply'*^ jitobtiliouS ’ ^idCihre. . 

-•tl« 'iafeini ' mothia^i eUe. » StJt 4lf *&y dn 

hiai^erf up * t(p^ thy llask e^fbidiil'g 
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b^d How could ie lay himself and hia sin befom 

God if he mlfully decked to learn , the truth ?; 

sir, ! wilhnot detain,, yen, unreasonably,!’ 
he: said, m; :a,flrme(r , tone, than. before. , - floty, W 
articles been, yonr property ? ” 

carelessly” Christian, 

•, :He was, not .altogether easy under the minisfer’s 
persistence,, but for that very reason, he , showed mo 

iiiore impatience. . < . j , , , , 

You have been in France and in Q-ei^rdanj?.^’? 

most: countries on . the .Gnn- 

* . ' 1 J if ! f ’■* .»i 0 i; ? , : . ' , ' f 

“Be so good as to wfite-meiyonb naine,’l!sald=-Mr 
riw^tn ^ piece :pf papG;r. < . , P , , ,, ; 

.., i €k?^tW,Wa<8,.»uch surprised,, but not .now'^eatly 

Qonjeotures as todhe expW 
Mm fi^,^e,mnw%:s ,ewosjty, ,he.;.had., alighted, .on 
one which might carry advantage rather Zn'W- 
venienoe. But he pot going to .pommit himeeE 
• .. .wre I.-obligeijorn there, sir,” he 'said, laying 
own the pen, and Ipolring,. straight at Mr Bynn - “I 
.Watihnow .eicactly the reas<j)ns yQii:haye fcpntting 
^m^^ons tmme. :Ton.are a stranger!*^- mf 
:^^WnP3faeHpnt .person,. I daresay-^hn* , .1, ,haT6^„no 
fGcnpe^.ja]bQii,t . you farther thfin +rs rv«^+. ^ , ’ 

thpfta small.,, ^icles. Po,. yog, istiUjdnubt.lthat ,th 4 y 

•S'Tt .n that.p.shonj^'S 

p®a.,side, and thb tiuma 



tSb 


*o say. If you wish for anything ' inore frhm hi6, 
you '^vnU: be good enough tb tell- mh^Wht y^u t^teh 

ife. . Now then; sit, what is yoHr concern With' me'?^ 
fThe 'cooi 'Star4, the -hard challenging weica; Wift 
which these words were uttered, made them fall liKB' 
the '■ beating clitting chill of heavy hail on Mr Lyon 
He; sank baoh iii his .chair in utter irresoldtion and 
helplessness. iHow 'was' it .possible- to lay bate t e 

aad -and sacred past in 'ahswbr to such a fcail as-^his h 

The -dread with which' he -had thou^t of 'this''faian^b; 
coniinh.i i the 1 ‘strongly - oonfonded •he 

pathymreated by Ms ''gestures- add' glanbes.' "®h^ 
sensitive little minister knew instinctively thafWbtd# 
■Whiaii would dost’ him' 'effoihs -as-'paihM ■as‘iiil8!‘b«e- 
diwirtfdotetdF a'--(TOtindea-'bie4dia'g .h^to'd-’tKat 

■wi& fal fhfei^h"throW would 'fali'oii-' this' ’man 'ha 
th^iSpt&stne' of 'tender' fingers- falls- on a-' 

- ' And Esther— if this man- was her 'fethefna 
Ivery additional word migit help to brih^S dPWhf 
irrevocable, perhaps cruel, consequenbeS-'cb'^'heE’SnA.i 
thick mist seemed to have fallen where Mr Lyon 
was looking for the track of duty .: 'Hie di&hlt Ipes- 
tion, how far lie was to care for conseqnetices in 
seeking and avowing the truth, seended anew ob- 
scured. All these things, like the vision of a com- 
ing calamity, were compressed into a moment of 
consciousness. Nothing could be done to-day; 
everything must be deferred. He answered Chris- 

tian in a low apologetic tone. , • 

“ It is true, sir ; you have told me all I can de- 
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mapd.; J.ha^e,^q■sufilpjerir^«aB^^W detaSnii*,o.- 
pj-Qpei;|y .foitlief.” 'OS-mnjaigsyosB 

"“.yPWg»0(},',sifr...,I vvish vhii a ' 

„M M, ,,l' 

tor 

S"5f;raJnf f T'‘“* «r4.f« 

him, the task ■ of f ^ etill,. before 

Wed ' about 

^Zr..t to , , himself ,,dhd.. 

/Til • j.* ■ ’ ?.■.!’; ;ii'^ > 1 J 1 *'•■;)' 1 ! .,' 

i>ta, hi. 

'•« a> w»8:. “ Tki, old 

It’s..uot likelyi he 

h^y^r, ha*-.3n3#i^-,rtq,/de,,with.vsu-0h. alW'^S 
iianter.asjthat?.’.’.,., . ' -.seedyr^ti 


*< . I 




; } 7 , I •; i/' , ,• 

•' ' f ? ! j t * ! I ' 7 ;'^ ; 


1 , ? 


>.! I 


r’ rj 


TM RADICAL. 


1 : » i'i -j 


; J ' 5 ’ * 


f \ 


f c' 


CHAPTEE XV, 


And doubt shall be as lead upon the feet 
iOf thy most anocious wilL 


I ; ■ H.,i * ; 


. j t , , 1 


- :;;1 


' ! * I'f !« 'i- 1 1 ; 


Me Lyo^ was careful to look in at’-Felix^as feoo'U’kfe 
possiblei after Obriistian’s deparfure, to tell him tbat 
bis trust was discharged. During the rest of the 
day he was scuxie what relieved frotn agitatihg 

the necessity of attending to his^'inlntsterM 
dtiiids/ feehrebuke of rebellious singers being om 'Hi 
them. ;’ and on 'his return from the Monday eveiSing 
prayer-meeting he was so overcome with weaiiiUeS^ 
that he went to bed without taking note of' 'an;^ 
objects in his study. But when he rose the 'Ihl 
momingj his mind, once more eag^ly ' 
arrested by ' EMMp ' Debirry ' s i le^^er, > wfaidh 
open on liis desk; and Was arrfeSted 
portion which had been hnheided 

fCJ shall co 7 isMer myself • doubly forking at dr^tinie 

; » , 

y(m can point out to me m/rte' fn^h&d^hy wM 
procure you as lively a satisfaction as I dm now feiliri^^ 
in that full and speedy relief from anxiety 
ta pcmr considerate conduct P ' ' • • v 

ff^o understand bo W these words '' ootild’I.Mc^ 


'■\ 7 J 
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suggestion tliey actually Lad for tLe minister in b 
crisis of peculiar personal anxiety and struggle, we 
must bear in mind tliat for many years lie Lad 
walked througii life witL tLe sense of Laving for a 
space been unfaithful to wLat Le esteemed the high- 
est trust ever committed to man — the ministerial 
vocation. In a mind of any nobleness, a lapse into 
transgression against an object still regarded as 
supreme, issues in a new and purer devotedness, 
chastised by liumility and watched over by a pas- 
sionate regret. So it, was with that ardent spirit 
which animated the little body of Eufus Lyon. 
OufCO dn his life he Lad been blinded, deafened, 
bumri^d ; »alio,ng by rebellious impulse; he had gone 
^$tray after his gw;^.^ dosires, and had let the jSre die 
out on the altar; and as** the rtrUe penitent, hating 
his. self-besotted terror, asks from aU coming life duty 
‘instead,.of J,oyy. and service instead of ease, Eiifus 

on ‘the watch lest he should ever 
;a,g;^ -postpone 1 . to .some private afihetion4iaf;,greia|b 
puhlfe opportrmity whiohitarhjm was equivalent ^to la 
Opmmand. o-f 


hTow here vfas an opportunity brought by a oom- 
bmatlon o,f.,tha't unexpected incalculable kind which 
nh^htjbe regarded as. the DiviHe ’emphasis invoking 
espepiaL raftention ito triisrial events--^an opportunity 
.pl^.seqmdng. what .Eufus. Lyon had oftOn wished 'for 
mp^iOf \hpnouring, trnth,, and. exhibiting error 

vpbar^ter,- of a stammering^' halting, ■■'•shorb* 

,h^e|a|:he4\‘tis^peri of ,ofdce ' and ^dignity. , . What* was 
more exasperating to a z^alousvpreaohet^ mthtwhom 
^ipus .^diffionlty but|b relfefe^^l^ho 
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never lacked argument^ but combatants i and 

listeners — than to reflect that th3^e-#ere thousands 
on thousands of pulpits in this kingdom; supplied 
with handsome sounding-boards, and occupjdhg an 
advantageous position in buildings far 
the chapel in Malthonse Yard- — buildings suio 
be places of resort, even as the markets vrere^ 'if 
only from habit and interest; and that these pulpits 
were filled, or rather made vacuous, ,bj men whose 
privileged education in the aircient bentr^ oli 
struction issued in twenty minutes’ formal reWmg 
of, tepid exhortation or probably infima: deduction 
from premises based on rotten scaffolding "2 Aad 
it is in , the - nature of exasperation gradually to rxm- 
eentrate itselfi The sincere antij^hy of ^ ’sa 
towards cats in general, necessarily tak^-the' 
of indignant ■ barking at .the :nse%hb©ur?^ MacM csat 
which mehes , daily tret^)^s ;. the bark imagined 
eats, though a flrec|uent exercise of the canine mind, 
is yet comparatively feeble. Mr Lyon’s sarca^ 
was not without an edge when he dilated in gener^ 
on an elaborate education for teachers which dfasaed 
in the minimum of teaching, but it found a. whet- 
stone in the particular ^xamplo of had ajsfeagai 
known, as the Jreotor .of Treby Magna^ol 
nothing positiYe .tQ be said agaiSBt the, Eev^ Augus- 
tus ©obarry; .his lifescotdd.not be pronomced yaiioe^ 
worthy exO^pt fei* it^i negatives. And the good Eufei, 
too pure-minded not to bo glad cff that. Hd hfiwl: 
np delight in vice as discrediting wicked 
l^e» shrank firpm dwelling on the images 
qr, of grossness, and his ; ; 
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inspipftd only by those moi’al and intellectual mi^ 
t&hes ' which darken the soul but do not injure ot 
degrade the temple of the body. If the Rector had 
been a less respectable man, Rufus would have more 
reluctantly made him an object of antagonism; but 
as an incarnation of soul-destroying error, dissociated 
from those baser sins which have no good repute 
even with the worldly, it would be an argumentative 
luxury to get into close quarters with him, aind fight 
with a dialectic short-sword in the eyes of the Treby 
world (sending also a written account thereof to 
the chief organs of Dissenting opinion). Vice was 
essenti^ly stupid— a deaf and eyeless monster, in- 
snsoeptible to demonstration; the Spirit might work 
on I it ■ by unseen Ways, ■ and the unstudied ■ saUies^ ' of 
sermons were often as the arrows whiOh pierced' and 

awakened the brutified conscience ; bUt illuminated 

thought, finely dividing speech, Were th& choicer 
weapons of. the Divine armoury, which whoso' cotild 
\^eld must be careful not to leave idle*. * ’’** >'** 

" Here, then, was the longed-for oppbrtdiAty;‘'><S^ 
was an engagement— an* expression of a strong wish 
-woh, the. part of PMlijp iD^bailry, ifiit were in his 


power, : to* 'Sprocinlo a*' satisfaction' -to Rufus Lyon. 
How had ithati)naiasi.of and eixeiaplary Indepen-' 
deat!nainistef,! ‘]®r 'Ainsworth; of persecuted sanctiti^- 

-a r 't t • -I ^ 


.ihfcjself when 'a* similar' oceaeioii had' he^ 
Idm; ‘Sif’ Arhsterdam ?. He had thought i‘bf 
mothnig bat ' .the . glwy ‘ of' the highest' * bause,* < MS 

fhe* offer of recompense intoh-.puWite 
u*a dew on the chief mysteries* of te& ifeth'. 
If&i .‘was! at inao^e} ‘Case* 'w4s‘ *notiiiiig«t'S(hDft' of 
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a. heavenly and :,he, fBufnB'N ^Lyork^uw 

sei^ the occasion, to dema:^ a jMtblid 
til© Rector on the Gonatitntion ofAth©’%®^ 

What if he were inwardly -ten^' by aa^d 

anxiety concerning his own private relati<ms 
the facts of his past life? That danger of ahsoi^ 
tion within the narrow bounds of self only urged 
him the more towards action which had a wider 
bearing, and might tell on the welfare of .England- 
at large. - It was decided. Before the ministo went 
dawn to his breakfast that ^ morning he had 
the following letter to. Mr BhiliptDebarry';:^^ 


1 !'• 


--. w ’ 


. I 


• 1 % .1 
'A'-, 5 "."mV 


V SiT^--Ref&mng to yo^ letter of 'yeeterday^y'JvfnB^ 
the following words : ‘‘■ I shall consider \ myself 
fortunate if at any time yoiv can pdint out ttx meimme{ 
method iy . which I may procure yda as dimly d sedhfcm^ 
tion as f am n<m feeling j' in ihcd fall and speedyi^mlief 
frmn anxiety^ which I owe to your considerate cdddmtr^ 
. I 'mn not unaware^ sir, tkatj in the usage ^&f the 


worldy there are words of courtesy [so called) wMok are 
wnder^oodLf hy those amongst whom they \um 

meamt^y dnd to constithW\ n& ' 

or Migcdionj,y\ I 'Mh ^not n(m\iwdstMhat\\fl\m^ 



the strictest safeguards ^^ogaimi ylawity^ aT^rMm^ 
tionj fqi^f do not apprehend that in writing the tvords 
1 have above quoted^ you were open to ,the repromhtof 
using phrases whicJh^ while seeming to carry a specific 
meatihigi wkriWeally ndnmte thdU m}b(^ 'is!!C(^^ a 
pdMe form. * Jf heiievC^rsir, tlktf you uisedUthes&iimrds^ 
adwisedlpj sincerely^ akd rndk ar^idionou'^cfbh ( 
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of acting on them as a ' pledge should- such; 
demanded. No other supposition on my part hoouUi 
coj'respond to the eliaracier you'hear^as ayowbg.mm 
who aspires [albeit mistakenly) to engy'aft tJm. finest 
fruits of public mrtue on a creed and 'institutiam^' 
whereof the sap is composed rather of human sel^A 
Peeking than of everlasting truth. j , , j 

Wherefore I act on this my belief in the integrity ofi 
yotur wrUten word; and I beg'' you to procure for me 
(as it is doubtless in your power) that I may' he allowed 
a. public discussion with your near relativepthe JRec^eh 
of this parish, ' the Reverend Augustus Deharry; id be^ 
held in the large room of the Free School, or in th 
As^MlysRooin oJ- the Marquis of ^id-ranhy; these being 


thg Mr gist' ccmerM spacis^^dt ^ouv command. ’Jbr 
presume he wotild neither allow nrier to speak 
Ms chw'ch, nor woidd consent himseif to speak kciihk^ 
myS'chdpekp and the pr'obable indemenoy '^offke ap-\ 
prfoacMng smson forbids an assured itxp>€(^dtian that 
wt\could^' discourse in the open airrmWke ^feat^\[\de- 
sire to discuss are, ^first^ tke sQo^'st^tuti^ 

Ghuroh ; and, s&condl^;\ the:; sdreardng>^ iherAu'^on of th^^ 
EngUsh^ Rsifbif^niiaA h^fhnfidmtly escpectmg ihat^youx 
will compMy\wBt1i\iMsy request,-wMck is the sequence ofi 
yowrs esi^gr^^s^ diistrif Exir^main, with the. 

respe^'-df&rid'^'to d sincere withstander., 


‘i\V. 




■ JiUFBS' irok' 






'X'V : 


■' S' 


'lU ^ 




'l - 4 

. ‘ 'V 1 4 , , 1 i', ■, 


sk^nit j ' and ' ©lie\^tiori ' of mind ’ wliicR 
fea?6ii!g^aeij-by a pr-e^occupation with; 'tho-' wider 
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of things. : Already he was beginning to, sketeh the 
course his argument might most judioionsly^take ih 
the cx>ming debate 5 his thoughts were • running into 
sentences, and marking off careful ^exceptions; in 
parentheses 5 and he had come down and seated 
himself at the breakfast^table quite autonxatically, 
without expectation of toast or coffee, when' Esther’s 
Toice and touch recalled him to an inward debate 
of another kind, in which he felt hiniself much 
weaker. Again there arose before him the -image 
of that cool, hard-eyed, worldly man, who imight /be 
this dear child’s ffither, and one against ^^hosel rights 
he had himself grievously offended. Always as; the 
image recurred to him iMr Lyons heart sent forth n 
prayer for guidance, but no definite guidance [had 
yet made itself visible -for him. It could »not he 
guidance — it was a temptation - that saidj 1 Let 
the matter rest : seek to know no more ; know only 
what is thrust upon you.” The rem'embrance that 
in his time of wandering he had wilfully remained 
in ignorance of facts which he might have InqtiiFed; 
after, deepened the impression thati it rwas ni:>W!,aw 
imperative duty to seek the 5 fi^hestu attainable jhnbiW; 
ledge. . And the inqillry i might, a 

blessed repose, by putting a negative on all his 
piefons. But the more, yividly-all.tho circumstances 
became present to him, the more unfit; he, felt, himself 
to set about any investigation concerning this 
who called himself, 'Maurice ..Chjistian* He. j oo-^^ 

seek no confidant or helper among the. brethren 
he was obliged to admit to himself that the members 

of his. church, with [whom he hoped to gn, to .heaven, 

I 
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to coBTerser wili on earth .touching 
secrets: of his i experience, mid were stiU^ 
less aMe to advise him fas to : the wisest procedure,? 
in a cage of hi^h delicg.cy, with a. worldling who 
had a carefaliy-trimmed whisker and a fashionably 
costume* For the first time in his life it occurred 
to the minister that he should be glad of an adviser 
who had mom worldly than ^ spiritual experience, and 
that it Might not be inconsistent with Ms principles 
to sedk m>me light from one who had studied human 
law. But it was a thought to be paused* upon, and 
not followed out lushly ; some other guidance might 
intervene. . « .f 

noticed* that her father was in a fit; of 
ty that ’ he seemed to swallow his oofifeq 
and toast quite ^ unconsciously, and that ‘ he - vented; 
iroiu'time to time a low guttural interjection,, which 
Vfas halntual with him when he was absorbed by ah 
hiwtoi di^cus^on. Bhe did not disturb him' by * re- 
«ud''.oiily wondered whether anyi&hi^Jteusuali 
occurred on Sunday evening.' i But * ait ?iteh-- hha 
iliought it needful tO ’ sayfi^^iFou re<^ what 1 
toMi • ycw' yesterday, * feflierl ■ _ ■ * . , ^ ^ , 1 1 ■■ ■ 

■ -ehild’f ‘ vriialf ' Baid ’Mr Lyon, rousing him- 

' ^ . * » 

Ik 1 14 ? ^ i J I ^ M r i .. i # 1 ■ ?■ j ' , ■ t. ' ' . i * ' , ‘ ‘ * 

It? ’d%i4%nD[ * iasked ’ ‘ me if j y^ou ■wottH 
’at ‘ i home^ » ■ dhis morning before ' ■ *one 



Ui 



‘ r’l 


> I 


hSufprieed to - see - her ’'father^ sfkrt aiid 
^ if' he * had be €?o fekaken ^ by i isome^ 
'Cbliiyi^^ife^Dre' h^ ahswebed— I • ■ i h i f 

Ey I '‘do mot intend dO 
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study after I haVe once beeBs Oi 3 .t/i 40 s;gi¥e; 1 i 
tO'^Zacliary.”! j,, 

’ Shall I telliLyddy to take ]him;:np»>aii<OT!saat@ 
your study ih he : comes ? ; If not, I ■ shall 
stay ill m^ owii rcxim, because I shall be?; at., 
all; this morning, and it'i is rather doid new 
without a fireJ' ■ ■ . - ir // * 


Yes, my dear, let him oome up to me 9 unless, 
indeed, he should bring a second person, which 
might happen, seeing that in all likelihood, is 
coming, as hitherto, on eIectioueerh% i 
And I could not weE accoinmodsyte Kilwa 'I victors 


up-StairS;’' ' ' - i - .. '■;> 

While Mr Lyon went out to Eachary, Ihe J pew^ 
opener, to give him a' second time the- comniissioit 
of carrying a letter to Treby ManoTflEsftLer'ga>?6 
her injunotion to Ly ddy that i£ oue^gentleiianieanfe 
he was to be shown up^staifs—^if two, they were to 


be shown Into the parlour. Blit she had' lo ^resolve 
Various questions before Lyddw clearly ^w* what 
li^as expected of her,-—as that, it was tla ge^tfei- 
nmn as came; on tThnrsday in the pfejlpeiF>^ 
coat, vV’as he to he> Aowa up^stlairsl?; ; Aad»tthe « 
tlejn^drom the Manor yesterday , 
lihg-^had ‘ Miss ‘Esther heard about’ ? 
seemed* no end of tibese great' Yolks coming to Malt- 
hdn^ Yard since there was talk of the election ; 'hut 



they rnight be poor lost creatures the most of ’dnn^ 
Whereupon Lyddy shook her head and groanie<i, 
under an edifying despair ^ as to ; the hitur©* vlot . of 
gentlemen callers. ■ ^ 

i Esther always avoided lasking qi^tiooas' of hyddy , 
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wko 'fbtiM an , answer as sle- found ai 
ing out a pocketful of miscellanies. B'ut;»slie kad ' 
remarked* ^ so; many indfoations * that something' had | 
happened i 'td- cause her father unusual excitemeui; § 
and'toental pbeocoupation, that she: i could not help 4 
connecting with theba the foet.fof this visit from HIb 
M anor, which he had not mentioned to her. ’i j 

, % sat - down in the dull. ptiiiour:and took up her ^ 
hetiing.^i'-for jsihce Sunday she liitd felt unable 
read 'when - she was alone, being obliged, > in spite 
herselfy to think of Felix Holt— ^to imagine whathe , 
would dike her to be, and what sort of views he took 
of life so as to make it seem valuable in the absence 
of -ajl elegance, ’luxury, gaiety, or romaimce.: ' . i Had 
he yet reflected that he had behaved ^ very mdely tn 
her on - Sunday ? » Perhapfe nott - * iPenhaps: h©^ diad 
dismissed her from his « ndnd i With >contempt. , And 
at that thought Esther^iS' eyes ; smarted unpleasantly 
SMe'Wasdohduf nettihg, b.©cause it showed to. advan- 
tage both hen - hand j and her foot ; and aqross^ fthis 
inkiage: oil Felix . Holt’s, indifference- and ooutempt 
tlier^ . passed; the vaguer image of a possible fiSOtfier 
tody Whd» would admire her hands and feet, and 
delight I »m hlooking ^at their beauty^ ^ndi. fong, yet 
aaioitf dare) to : kiss them. ,Life-would be much easier 
presence of euch a leva -Butit was^preoisely 
thlsdohging after her own | lAat 

had^ ’ r^roached her! withw , f IMd -ihe i watit , lien ; to to 
IjOToio ?> ; That seemed impossible w#h<5ut, isorue gr^ 
tocei^om??’ -Her (life; was: and.se 

Were her thoughts: some great energy i ws^stoeded 
,tdihidd)ftheaaa /.together,' ^Hstfer- waSi.bigipifcgl to 
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lose lier oomplaiceiioy a>t tier own wit and criticism j 
to lose the sense of superiority in an awakening 
need for reliance on one whose vision was wideij 
whose nature was purer and stronger than her own* 
But then, she said to herself, that one ” must be 
tender to her, not rude and predominating in his 
manners. A man with any chivalry in him could 
never adopt a scolding tone^ towarda a woman — that 
is, towards a charming woman. But Felix had no 
chivalry in him. He loved lecturing and opinion 
too well ever to love any woman; - ■ ' 

In thijS w^y, Esther .^tioye,, to^'seeMd^hii Felix was 
thoroughly iii the wrOUg-^t least,’ if he did not come 
again expressly to> show that he was sorry. . 
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' ' “ " ' dHAPTER Xfl. 

I dh:! ' i ‘ . 1 ', i ■ , "'is; ' 


• ' .; :.<J 

<■■■ ."n't 


^’ese m^Ti liave no votes. Wliy should 1 court tliem i 
Greyfox, No votes, but poMr^er.. , r, , i •••' ' f ■ ! ■ w/ ^'C>\ 

TriLeblv£, What I over charities ? , . , - . . . r 

(Jfeyfox, No, over brains; which 'disturbs tiie canvass, '^Ih' a nitural 
st^, of things the .average price qf a vote at PaddIebro(^.is^^y^tv^aB^ 
six-pence, throwing the fifty-pound tenants, who cost nothing^ into the 
divisor.. But tlie'se taBcinfg men 'cause aatifiefal' ri^ W ’’i>rices.’ ^ - ‘ " 


The expected important knock at the door came 
about twelve o’clock, and Esther could hear that 
there were two visitors. Immediately the parlour 
door was opened and the shaggy-haired, oravatless 
image of Felix Holt, which was just then* fuO in the 
mirror of Esther’s mind, was displaced by the highly^ 
contrasted appearance of a personage whose name 
she guessed before Mr Jermyn had announced it. 
The perfect morning costume of that day differed 
much from our present ideal : it was essential that 
a gentleman’s chin should be well propped, that his 
collar should have a voluminous roll, that his waist- 
coat should imply much discrimination, and that his 
buttons should be arranged in a manner which would 
now expose him to general contempt. And it must 
not be forgotten that at the distant period when 
Tfeebj Magna first knew the excitements of an 
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eleetion^ tkeref 'existed maiij btier anomalies liibw 
obsolete, besides short - waisted coats, and broad' 
stiffeners.-: ; "< ■ 1 •• 

But : we have ' some notions of beauty aM; ffiiies^* 
which withstand thb centuries ; and quite irfespec^.' 
tive of dates, it would be pronounced ‘that -at the age^ 
of thirty-four Harold Transome :was a stHl^ing ■ and 
handsome mam" - He- was one of those people^ as; 
Denner had remarked, to whose presence . in the 
room you could not be indifferent: if you do; riedl 
hate or dread them, you must- &d thei teaiehioi &eir 
hands, |my, their very i fehadows^' agreeableci i o a I r 
’ 'Esther felt a ’plehsuare quite^nrew i to i her ' as she^ 
saw his finelyrembrbwned facd and full bright eye^- 
turned towards her with an air of deference by -wlHcht 
gallantly must commend itself td h reffnediwTOaoat 
who is not absolutelju free from vanity. ' Hdrold 
Transome. regarded wombn as slight things, but hei 
was fond of slight things in. the dntervals of busfri 
ness; and he held it among the ohief arts: of life do 
keep these pleasant diversions within such 'bdtiiids 
that they should never interfere* vntfr the" oc^rse^qf 
his serious ambition. Esther -was perfectly a#are, 
ais he took di chair .near her, that hbi was .under some? 
admiring surprise at her appearance 'and ihann^^ 
How could .it be otherwise ? ' Hlfe beBevdd that ihf 
tile; e^Jyes of a- high-bred man no young lady in Trebj 
could equal her: she felt a 'glow* of delight at the 
dense that she was being ilo<id^ed at. ’ • v ■ • b :j r n v * 
My fath^ expected syou^” she sMd-iio^'Mr tier- 
m^n.- ' il delivered - your ■ letter to 'Ihiini-yesterdiay » 
Se iyjtj.^b© dowminkfe.0diat6W^^ a-. 
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- She disentangled her foot from , her netting and 
wound it up. , , < - ,i . , 

I hope you are not going to let us disturb you ” 
said Harold, noticing her action. We come to dds- 
Guss election affairs, and we particularly desire to 
interest the ladies.” . • 

. have ’ no interest with any one who* is not 
already on the right side,” said Esther^ smiling. * 
M I am happy to see at least that you wear the 
Liberal colours.” • ’ - . 


’ fear I must confess that it is more ‘ from love of 
blue than from love . of Liberalism. , T ellow ; opinions’ 
could only have brunettes on their side.” Esther 
spoke with her usual, pretty fluehoy, but; she had 
no sooner uttered the words than slie thought how 
angry they would have made Eelix.. r : ; , ; ■ ^ , 

i in}^ cause is to . be recommended by the becotti-^ 
ingness of my colours, then I am sure you are acting 
in my interest by * wearing them.” h .K-ii - 
* ’EMher rose to .leave the room. . ! ;• .,il hij;.: : 
’''Must you really go-?” said Harold^ '.prepa^g .tol 
open ■■■die door for; henf ^ in j ^ v ^ .S ■ li > ^ , 


. '^Yes;! have an ^engaig^^enWai; lesson at half- 
past -twelve,” said ! Estijery bowing and floating out 


like a-f blue-robed 


like a-f blue-robed < but not : without a suffused 

blush 4s she passed '"dirotigh the > doorway. ! . i ■ • ■ i « 

was so small,* iHairold Tran- 
sdHriste^thot^tl: this, ^giirhou^ht’ to walk in . a * ht>use> 
where there were Lais • But he-had 

sooh ;&sitis&4i this chande -preoccupation iwith 

^he ^door^^ w again . Mr 

Lyon had entered, ^and Hkr<M was i enthiely Lent 
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on what had been tho object of his visit. The min- 
ister, thougk no elector himself, had considerable 
iifinence over Liberal electors, aM it was ' the part 
of wisdom in a candidate to cement all politieab ad^ 
hesion b j a little personal regard, if possiMe* 
stin was a harsh and wiry fellow ; he seemed "to 
suggest that sour 'whey, which some say was the 
driginal meaning of Whig in the Scottish, and it 
might assist the theoretic advantages of Eadicalism 
if it could be associated with a niore generous pre^ 
aence.. What wordd conciliate^ fthei per 
of old Mr Lyon becanm apudousiprbbleni to Harold, 
now the little nian *made His- appearance. But cam 
vassing makes a gentleman acquainted with man^ 
strange animals, together with the ways of datch- 
ing and taming them ; and thus ■ the knowled^ 
natural history advances^ audongsfe’ dhe^ tostocracy 
and the “ wealthy . commoners of our land. - -o* 

“ I am very glad to have secured this opportunity 
of making your personal acquaintance, Mr - Lyon,” 
said Harold, putting out his ’ hand to the minister 
when Jerm3ai had mentioned his name. H am to 
address the electors hers^ ; in i the i Market^Plaoey * to- 


morrow.; and ,L should: have be eu. sorry to do so 
without first i p^y-ing ihiy respects privately to niy 
chief friends, , as Jthaue may be points on which they 
particularly wish me to^-explain ‘myself” ■ , ’ 

.. “ You' speak civilly, sir^ and reasonably,” said^ Mr 
Lyon,: with a . vague ^^mrtsighted .gaze, in which a 
candidate’ s , appearanlce evidehtly went for nothing. 
fVBray be Seated, / gentlemen. It i is my habit to 






1 
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.,i;Bfe>jplacecl liims'elf at a riglit angle witk Ing vis4 
tog-jf his warn look of intellectxlal eagerness, slight 
frame, and rusty attire, making an! odd -contrast wiiik 
their flourishing persons, unbleniished oostume, and 
(Xjmfortahle freedom from excitement. The group 
was fairly typical of the difference between the men 
who are animated by ideas and the men who are 
expected to apply them. ■ Then he drew 'forth his 
spectacles; and began to rub them with the thin' end 
■of hie coat-tail. He was inwardly exercising great 
self-mastery — suppressing the thought of his per^ 
sonal needs, which ' Jermyn’s presence ‘tehdM to 
suggest, in orders that he might be equal do the 
fesnger dirtied - ^ of’ this i ocoasion. i 

- li am aware-^Mr; Jennyn ..has ^ told said 
Harold, -^^ what good: service ydu - have done me 
already j ; Mr Lyon, ;* The fact is, a man' of ihteileot 
like you itas ’ especially needed in- my cased ? The 
race I a|n - running is really against Garstins bnly, 
%ho ' dallS/ himself a Liberal j thQugk ' hecioaares* fbr 
nothing, and understands nothing; ■ eoccep^' Alfiritbi^ 
eSts? i of the . wealthy itiiaders* i ’• '.^ndi-rl^o’n have been 
able to Explain* the ^differenod between Liberal and 
Libei*alj which, as you /ahdbljrfkbo'vf, fls soanething 
like .the/ difference « 'betweenttfis^i rarf »; fislrd’ ■ • r 

id mot said] Mr 

Lyon, still hbldhigumnlspeetaclesf ikibis“bakid,b^f»at 
^sf epocT% fiwhemisthe ^^Imnd^ the nafeion hasfbeen 
strahaecl oh one measure. '''Where', 4 

gl^M^^weig^fetridaas bd i be J ‘inovedi,' * wei» require ? ndt < < so 
nmoh Isedected ihstoim^EtB'.as abundant *horste-ppv>'er: 
Blit it is an unavoidable evil of these ihassive 



THE 


acMwemente ’ that thyj a‘ *cdaf^^ 

'eariminatmgness ol^siitictive of ifaor^^'nidely-’^omgtt 
ireBTilts, and an exaggerated 

Mth the intricacies X)f oiir falleii dnd^ teuggiing-' Con- 
dition. I say not that compromi^?© is umt^cess?h*y, 
but it is an eril attendant on our i^perfeCtiott^; 'ktid 
I would pray erver j one to mark that, where ootnpt<> 
mise broadens^ : intellect and’ cohscience ai4 thrust 
into narrower room. Whetelbre it -•has' Been ihy 
object to %how our ; peopip thht there are ^^hy^ who 
have h€slped to di^w the' car Cf tReforna, 




are but paistialj/todi^wte 'titi^bdly 

priK-cipIe of ' feelfish^ » 

tute- Syria for Egy pt^thinkiug Ohiehy of ' tBeir i 
share in peacocks,* gold, and irory.*^ ' 
r; fS Just so,” Said 'Harold, who ■ 'was ^ qhicfe ■ 'at’ ‘ ‘new 
languages^ ;and still quicker at 'fean^lating other 'mWe 
generalities? into his'own-* special and iruntediate pur- 
poses, men who will be satisfied if they Oan only 
king in a plutocracy, -buy up the land, 
the /old crests ’ on ‘ their new gatewayk - 
pnaeiaeal ^ poMt to Jsecure against 


at 


tISw 


55'joWr 



their .tdiesi iTsAs ikappeat^i thkt Wo^b M 

Dehariy. are.likMy/ their votes' "in 'favour bi 
Gtarstinf it is of ^thb jfiiist conseqiletfce that my votets 
should give me pludipers.^^ If they 'divide their voteb 
thdy canU< keep out ‘Hebarry,? and they nkay help ^ to 
keep out me. I feel some- confidence in askhi^' yotl 
to use your ‘ in^enoe in’ this ‘ ditectf cm, 'Mr* * Eyon. 
We scandidate^^diave to ^'prMse ourselves more than 
Is graceful ^ :but ^ you * are^ awkre ? thatj -while I belong 
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birtli tO; tile classes vtlii^t haVie tiieir. roots in 
t]:ad;^tion and ali the; old loyalti^S; mj experience 
has, lain cHefly ainopg those ,wbo make their own 
career, and depepd on, [the new rather. than the’ old. 
I have ha4 the. advantage ef . considering national 
welfare under varied lights I, have wider views than 

those, of a, mere^cottop fiord. , On questions conhectel 
Vfith foligiops liberty l' would stop short at no meav 
sure that was, not thorough.’' , : , = , ; ■ , , : ; , 

hope. not, sir — I hope noVf said Mr Lypn^ 
gravely ; finally putting ;on his speotacles: and ex- 
amining the face of the candidate, whom he ^ was 
preparing to turn -into a catechumen. For the good 
Bufes, conscious'^ his -politioal importance as an 
organ of persuasion^, felt it hi-s duty to catechise bi 

little, and also to^do his part towards impressing a 
probable legislator with a sense of his Tesponsibilityi 
B ut the latter hrauch of duty somewhat obstructed 
th^ catechisingji for his mind was so urged by^ooni 
saderatiops which . he held in dangenrf' hein^. 
locked, that the questions aiKji ■ ans w^s- bore* 
slender proportion to his.expositiom.t It was impos^ 
siblp;to leave .the question of.churbh-rates without 
nc^ing.the grounds, of ,1h.ch ‘Injustice/ and without a 
htief enumeration of.-rfeasop^ why/Mi*‘L}^ for- his 
pwn, -part,,' would ncti present that -passive resistance 
to.^legalIn^o.sitiQn,wh|ch.had:heen adopted by the 
Friends (wh^se,iheroi^m in this iregard was neverthe- 
woithy of all^hpiiQur). 

,,i,Qomprehensive:. talkers arer apt to-, he tiresome when 
not athirst rfcTri^ -tic .'be quite' 

%P^|W©|inust, admit? that superior reticence is a ^^cod 
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deal due - to: tke lack .of matter. i Speeeli*: is often 
barren; but silence also does not , necessarily^ brood 
over a full, nest. Your still fowl, blinkingn. at : you 
without remark, may: all the while be sitting. :bn one 
addled nest-egg; and when it takes to oaeklingf 
win have nothing to announce but that l addled 

delusion- ■' .■ ■ ■ 

Harold Transoine was not at all : a. i patient man; 
but in matters of business he was qnite awake ‘to ‘his 
cue, and in this case it was perhaps easier to listen 
than to • answer questions- r But Jerniyn,) wi^o ihM 
plenty of work on his hands, took an opportuiiiifc^’ of 
rising, and- saying, as he looked at his wateh^'^ 

“I mnst really be at the office in five minutesi 
You will find me there, Mi' Transome yo^^ have 
probably still many tilings toi say to* Mr iLyon.i h ’ 

. ' I beseech you^ , sir,’* said the^ ministar^. changing 
colour, and -by a quick movement layiiig his hand on 
Jermyn’s arm---^ I beseech you- to favour me with 
an interview on some private business— this Bvemang, 
if it; were possible:” i - ^ «<'! 

Mr . ‘Lybhyf hte'lotherS > who are habitually ibeicupied 
fwith impersonal Subjects; was liable, to this impuiffive 
sort of action; . ' iHei snatched at the deitailsvef jj^ ias 
ifl lilaey : were ^darting past him— r-as if ' they were ilike 
the 'ribbons at this knees, winch -wbuld never iBei died 
all day if they were not tied on the instant. Through 
these' spasmodic leaps out of his abstractions .into 
real life, it constantly happened that he* stiddoiiily 
took a course which had been , the subject qfiitoo 
much- doubt with him ever to* , have been deterlmihed 
omby continuous thought .And if Jermyii/.had not 
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startled' buaa. by threatening to' vanishi jnSt wBen''ife 
tos,. plhnged in politics, he • might never have madiS 
np -hietmind, to confide in a worldly attorney* ^ ‘ - /ii 

(■ An, odd inaOj as Mrs Muscat /observed,’’ *‘t® 
have: such a gift in the pulpit. ’ But there's lOhe 
hno-ws better than ,we do— — which, in a kdy wb© 
rarely felt her judgment at a loss, was a concession 
that ’Showed: much piety.) ! -’i-. 

Jermyn- was: surprised 'at the: little mta’s eagen 
nessi: ““By. all meansi,” he answered, : quite /cordh 
allj:-. “Could yon come: to my office /at eight 

'o’clook:?;”i:, i'/ ■“ / ; . >' j 

“For isejveral. Reasons, I must beg yott do come 

IJO: id j i ; - 

'./M Oh,, very good :''rii! Walk -out and see you .this 
evening,: if possible. I shall have much' pleasure’ in 
■l^ensgt’of :any use to 'yoit.” Jeimiyn felt tlrat -in ’the 
eyefe.iofi Harqid -he was appearing all the 'more Walm 
dWe when.'hisi setvdoes Were thus in.irsquegtiii; <BGs 
j®e(aifan«t,/;anjd Mr Byon easily relapsed interpeiitics, 
for he had been on the brink of axifiiiveU'rite'sal^elsi 
ba-.wMoh hft:wak:at issuei-witfa“Msifeli®lw*iLiberals. 

‘•V Aib.t^t timev.whekrfaith intthsieffibacy/ofipoliticM 
diMlge'l was at’ifevei-heait'iiuiairdenl lEefbriaers^’m^ny 
s^ksnres which i mien lakd Stflk di®btisdkrg with little 
boiffi(dteoe“Gnl.e(ithen!-sids', .vwel ttidn/Jt^ed i akmt 

d?kd.vii%esedn!iffifi liftei^fe^tty; in /neasfiireversi^m 
'Oryir^i -ahtises h- “ 'tadfcted’ ■ panspef s,’^ ' bloated rplu- 

:Wferl:ccttrpptJond ffe4afd«ring mhh from 
IJBswl 4oi 'be fiaaght ag^nst 

hffldtrfaa-njl’ ®aieh -a^-tiimei k -a ttmte-iof ■hope'./-! After- 

tesard^iWh^Hdhfe of:tliose monsters have ifeeen 
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teM piiblic wondfer and abkorrence, and 

yet wisdom and happiness do not .folio#, bnt ratbe'r 

a more -abifodant breeding Of the foolish and 

comes a time of doubt' and despondehcji- > fo 
the great Eeforni-year Hbpe was mighty : the ^ pro- 
spect of Eeform had even served the voters- dn stead 
of drinh 5 and in one placey ■ at least, there had been 
a dry election/^ And now the speakers at Eeform 
banquets were exuberant in congratnlation and pro- 
mise : Liberal clergymen of the Establishment t^te^d 
Liberal Oatholic clergymen without any to 

scarlet, 'and^^Gatholic clergymen replied 
tender reser^'e.^ jSome’ *dwelt ^on the abolition of ^all 
abuses, and oh 'millennial blessedness generally; 
others, whose imaginations were ‘ less ■ sufois^ •With 
exhalations of the dawn, insisted- chiefly ^ oii' the 
ballothox.---- ' •n-,v. ti 

l^ow 'On ’tMs question of the ballot the minister 
etroogly took the- negative side. Our pet opinions 
^© Usually those which place us in a minority *6f ■ a 
minority amongst our own party very^ 
els'e those poor opinions, bdm with ho’ slkr< 
in A' mouths — ^hOw would they get nourished’ and 
fed^ Sh it ’ was with ' Mr Lyon and hie • ob^ctiou' t6 
the ballot. But he had thrown out a remark on dhe 



subject Which was 'not quite clear to his hearer, who 
interpreted it according to his best calculation Of 
probabiHties. , ■ . . .^.s- 

• have no objeotioh to the ballot,” said -Hair Old, 
f'^but I think that is not the sort of thing wh have 
itO" work at just now. We shouldn’t get' itV. And 
pother j questions are iihmiU ent.” ; ' ’ ' ‘ ■ ’ ■ ■ ' ’ " 
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Then^ mr, < you would mte , foit! the ballot ?/' ^g^i4 
MjfiLyon, sti'okiug his chin. 

1 j Certainly^ if the ; point came up. : . I have - 1 too 
muchxespeot for ^lie freedom of the, voter to oppose 
anything which offers a chance of . making that free- 
idom more complete.” 

'Mn.Xjyou looked at the speaker with, a pitving 
smile; land a subdued which Harold 

took ! for a. sigu of satisfaction. He was soon un- 
deceived. 

. • f 

, ' “.Yon grieve me, sir; you grieve me;muehi, -.And 
■lipray.you to' reconsider this question,- for .it, will 
toke you. to the root, as I think, of political morality;. 
,I, i engage to show to any impartial i mindy ;4nly 
.furnished with the principles of public and ptiyAte 
rectitude,, tliat the ballot would be pernieiongyAnd 
that if it were not pernicious it would still,, be futflfi 
I. will, show, first, that, it .would be fntdei.as a pre- 
eeryative from bribery aAd-illegitin|aJe-,iit9uea.oe; 
and, secondly, that it would: be,-,in...thews4TyLj k% .d 
pernicious, as shutting .the door tagaingt- those-ii*- 
fluences; whereby the soul of a And, tb& .character 

of . a; .citizen are, duly.: educated., fpt theirt.great ftinci- 
tionSi Be . not alarmed, rf .ii,:d©baiu .yquy, sir- If. is 
M^ell, worth, -the whiWt,,,!! i.,;,; ..j, 

.-.i! f/ Qonfpwud..this ,Gld maB,,” -timught Harold.; ,.lil!]l 
ine'YSjj icanvsssing call' on .a, preacher A^ip, 

unless he has lost his voice from a cold.” , ; 'H^ 
,^ing ?t0,;e3:cnee: .ihimself ,as ,piAde«tly . as , ho ; qo-idd, 
h;55.,4efer]^#ie, subject till the morrow; ,sn4 inwitip^ 
iMs. Lypn to come, to him in. the comW'ttSe^hooin 
'heforb the time appointed,, fpr his ,iu]alio,Ape€^h,- 
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bnt 4e relieved* by: «thfe s*Q|)e3iiimg .bf tbe sdoor. 
ijjddy put in lier Iiead^ to say-r— s i; , 

If’you please, sir; liere’s -Mr HoltiM^iantS' io kaotv 
if he may corbein and speak to the - gentlaman.i - /He 
begs yohr pardon, bnt you’re - to; say ^ no -if yon 

don’t ilike hihi to oobae.’^: ; ; * ' ' ^ 

“Nay, show him in at once, Lyddy. A- young 
man,’’ Mr Lyon went oh, spOaking to Harold,; ^hom 
a representative ought to know no voter, but a man 

of ideas and study.” ; ■ ^ ^ ^ “ 

“ He isi thoroughly welcome, ’t said "Harold',^ tlutb- 
fhlly enough; though » hb f felt little » linterest ‘Un ? ithe 
votelOs® iibian of ideas exicept as a diversion from the 
subject , of the ballot : He had been standing for the 
last minute or two, feeling less of a victim in that 
attitude, and more able to- calculate on* mean^i of 

escape^', > " t < ■ .i,-; ■ J- ■ ■’ 

“Mr Holt, sin” said the minister, as Felix entered, 
“ is a young friend of mine, whose opinions on some 
points I hope to see. altered, but who has a zeal for 
public justice which;! trust he will never lose.” - 
/ “:d,am’igladto see.Mr Holt,” said Harold,; bowing. 
He perceived -feom the* way ixi which Felix bowed to 
him anditnmbd'to the mos.t distant-, spot in the room, 
that the candidate’s shake of the hand; would nut be 
welcome here. “ A formidable fellow,” he thought, 
“ capable* 1 of mounting a cart in the market-place 
to-morrow and cross-examining me, if I say anything 
that doesn’t please liim^” ■ 

“ Mr Lyon,” said Felix, “ I have taken a liberty 
with you in asking to see Mr Transom© when he is 
engaged with you. But I have to speak to him on 
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.a matter which I should^i’t cate to’ mafee publte'4t ; 
present, and it is one on which I am : sure yolil 
back me. I heard that Mr ‘Transome was here, so 
I ventured to come. I hope' you will both lexcu’^ 
me, as business refers <to some electioneering 
measures which are being taken by Mr Transome\ 
agents.” ; - - . 

Pray go on j” said Harold, expecting ^ something 
unpleasant. ^ 

Pm not going to speak against treating voters/’ 
said Felix; “ I suppose buttered ale, and grease of 
that sort to make the wheels go, belong to 'the 
necessary humbtig of Representation. But I wish 
to ask you, Mr fPransome^ Whether it is ‘with your 
knowledge that Wgents ’ef '^yohrs are‘i bribing rough 
fellows who ' are' > no woterfe—^the collierb and navvies 


at Sproxton — with the chance of extra drunkenoiess, 
ihast* ^they ' hhay rniake * a- posse ’ bn your side ; ’the 
mominatioai? pellihg ? ’’ 






it 


Ctertairdy ' riot,’? said* Harold. You- >alr© aware, 
my clears sir,‘ that a carididate * is veryf-nitieH atf tfke 
meroy • of ^ Ms ‘ %erits as' ’to the mean's^ by ''which lie is 
^retiumed, especially when many^ yeatsbabsencei hafe 
niiad!© h&hfa stranger tri’ the men 'ictutkllyicen ducting 
briSinesb. < But are you teurri of-your* fadfes ^ ^ 1 '■ j ; 1 : 
^LificAjsieurb as my rierisbs Mike me/'^^igaid ' Felix, 

who: then briefly deseris^d^wMb'hadf Happened "ori 
’^ririday ; 1 believed y^u-were ignorant ' of all 
this, Mr Transome,” he endld^f^^ and ’ that was* Whly 
'F thought; some good ^iriighiti'be done by speaking to 
youj uif ,not,:;F.ishouM'' be tempted- to ‘ expose the 
’ i^koletaifeiyfasra disgrace to -the Radical *"party.'/ ’//Pm 
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a Badi^l and t mean ^t0!ip(Hfciaii' iife/ loiig 

against . privilege, menopdi j, oppfc^ioisj* -Btit 'l 

WQuld ra^ber : be a livery^serv^ant proud of my Piaster’s 
title, than I would seem to make common 


scoundrels ’^lio turn the best hopes of men infc by- 
words for pan,t and dishonesty.”' > ; ^ ;i . / *l 


; ■ Youa? ; ei^ergetio protest ^is needless here, feir,” 
said Harold, offended at whdh s<iFunded'iike a 
and was; certainly premature m to be in bad 
taste* I ‘ ' Inj iaet,j this- error, of tfoehavlouir ? in * 


proceeded . from t avrepnisidm 




pfutdiotmemdonc;li®/sideilw'sre^^'-'<m- whole,' imk 
conspicuously better than the public men on the 
other, side ; that the spirit of innovation, Avhieh 'witib 
l>iin was .a part of religion, was : in many of' its 
ipppthpieees no.mor© of a* religion -than the faith 
in rotten boroughs ; and he ^vas thus predisposed 
to distrust Harold Transome. Harold, in his turn, 
disliked impracticable notions of loffeiness and -pinity 
—disliked all enthusiasm; and ha thought he saW 
a» yprjj s trouMesome, vigorous; incorporation of" thisrf 


non^en^ in Felis:). i'll But . ; it 5 ikould foe fcxilish' ? to 
ep^aspe;^ate^hiIn'in ahy?way..-/ 

“ If you clmose to aoebnipany me to Jermyffs 
office,” he went on, “the matter shall be inquired 
into in your presence. I think you will agree with 
me, Mr Lyon, that tliis will be the most satisfactory 
course?” - _ 

“ Doubtless,” said the minister, who liked the 
CCiudidate very well, and believed that he would 
-^Siinenable to argument; “and I would caution 

Ja 
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pij yOitng friend; ■ against a! ttoo^ * gteat ' testiness ^ at 
words and aetion. David’s -cause agair^t- Saul was 
a’ righteous ones; nevertheless not all Who ' claWe 
unto David were righteous men.” - • ■ - 

The . more? was , the pity^ sh/’ said Pelix. * ■ Eg-: 
pecially if he winked at their malpractices.” 

Mr Lyon smiled,, shook his head, and stroked his 
favourite’s arih deprecatingly. . -j.. ’ ' . . 

I It- is rather' too much for any man to keep the 
consGiences of all his party,” said Harold. ^ ^‘Ifyoii 
had lived in the East, as I have, ;yoii would Be more 
tolerant. More tolerant, for example; - of' an active 
industrious selfishness, such as we have here, though 
it i may not always be quite scrupulous : you would 
see -how much better it . is than an idle selfishness; 


I, have heard it said, a bridge is a good things — ^wortH 
helping to make, tliough half the men who w^orklM at 


it.wemroguesd-j . ■ ■■ v-.' ■ :> -,i 

. ! - f- . Oh. yes ! ! said FeliXj scornfully y; give' me • a 
handlul )Of ■ generalities and analogiesy * idl ^undeir- 

take ' to .justify. Biirke .and : Hare, ' and- ’ prove - ■ them 
Benefactors i of ■ their • species; : I’ll -tolerate no ntii- 
sanoes Blit such as I can’t' help ; ' and the question 
now is, not whether we can do away wibh 'all the 
ntl-isanjces in the \Y'orld,-‘but with-^a * partifeulam nui- 
sance ounder Onr? nosesi’! . !■ . - - 

. ? . Then: jwe; had - Better ^ cut the ^ -matter ' ?short,J as ' I 
propose,; by going at:onb4ito Jeifia;fn%V’«said tfareldi 
“ In that case, I must bid you good-morningf^Mr 
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Lf jti L . wQpld 1' said' the ■ miniMter, looldng- unea'sy 

iwff 1 1 ? wofild. - fairl have had-^ ' a - further -op^irtunity "of 
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consiiie’ring that^ ^ question ol tke * ^htllot with yon. 
The reasons* agatot it need noi be "urged' lengthily , 
they' only require '-coinplete enumeration to 'prevent 
any seenlihg hiatus, where an opposing fallacy might 

thrust itself 'ini” ■ ■ : ' *' " 

- .'^^;Kever’featv sir,” said Haroldj- sha Lyon s 

hand cordially, ^Hhere will’ 'be o|pportunitxes. Shall 
I not see you in the committee-room tb-morrow ? ” ^ > 

^ ^^T,think not,Y said Mr Lyony his^ brow| 

with a' sad * remembrance of ’ his * personal ahxiietiek 
^^i JBut ’ T will send' ydny uf you will perJmtiini#, aihfief 
writingy^ bn which ybu can* meditate •ait your ieisurejf 
f ^^^h!shah*bbJdilightedb^^G^^ ■■ ’ ‘ ‘''•'I 

Harold and Helix went out together 5 and the 
minister, going up to his dull study, asked himself 
whether, under the pressure of conflictingexpemence-, 
he had' faithfully disoharg^" the- dutibs of-nhe^pa^ 


interview ' •" ' ' ' * * * ■ * ''' ' ' 




■ " i J-" 


If a bynical ’^sprite ‘wefo presehtj riding j on- s on© (of 
the motes in that dusty room, he may hat.©iiiMid* 
himself merry at the illusions of the little minister 
who brought so much conscience to hear on -the 
production of so slight an eSect. I confess to 
smiling myself, being sceptical as to the effect of 
ardent appeals and nice distinctions on gentlemen 
who are got up, both inside and out, as candidates 
in the style of the period ; but I never smiled at Mr 
Lyon’s trustful energy without falling to penitence 
and veneration immediately after. For what we 
cab illusions are often, in truth, a wider vision of 
past and present realities — a willing movement of 
a man’s soul with the larger sweep of the world’s 
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forces— a mdvemeat towards a. -more, assured,, 
fiiau the chances of a single life. We , see 
heroism broken - into , units and say.,, . this . unit 
little — might as. well not have been. .But in tl 




way we might break up a great army into un^; 
in. this way we might bneak; the sunlight in to/fiag 
ments, and think that this and the other might hf 
cheaply parted with*. Let -us rathei' : raise a inoni|- 
ment to the. soldiers. whose brave hearts only kept 
the ‘ranks unbroken, : -and met deathT-na monnmmt 
to the faithful who : were not famous,, and' whor'^r© 
precioh^ as - tire continuity- of ihe^ sunbearnsj-ia 
precious, though ^ome of them fall , unseen and 
ori' beirrermess.' r- , . i U ^ 

-At present, looking : back i On that .day at Trehyit 
seems' tq meihati the sadder illusion lay with HardU ! 
Ikafisomd^ who wasi tinstingi ,ih . his own; #1; 
shape the success of his own morrows, igncu’antiof I 
Miatt 'many . yesterdays .had determined fer himl jbe^ | 

} / '■’ !1 h .'! !■ 1 1 J 
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'■>)■■ . ■ ' : ' ' '• !'. ‘ • ■ : ' \ -il 

Half-roasted never will be raw ; 

■ Nch (kiaghi is ttnied oaa'fie more .-toi meal, ‘ ' ^ ^ ■> n i i 
Np crock new-sbapen Vy the w^heel . , , , 

' You can’t'turri curds to' milk again, 

Nor Now-, i>yi wishing, btick to Then j •: ■ ; 

And having tasted stolen honey, 

You can’t buy innocence for money. ' ' ‘ * 


■ S'! ' 




jEEJiTN 'wa;s - - ■ tl^at ^some 

chance liaxi appaifebtiy hindered Harold Trabsome 
from making othencafivas’sing visits immediately WftJer 
leaving Mr Hyoiij and" so had sent him back fo^'the 
office earlier than hfe had been expected' to 
thi fecoh'^enieiit' » chbitMe = he gnesse at* ^ Once' 
rdpresehle^d hj* Feltif'if olt/ ^YliOrh • h e ’teew H’^ery • Well 
by Trebian iepbrt-td %b’k ’yohbg' lUtlh 
of the ordinary Christian ■ motives as tO ’hiatemg' ^ 
appearance and getting on in the world, that he pre- 
sented no handle to any judicions ' and respectable 
person' who might be willing to make iise'of liimi- ■ • 
Harold Transome, on his side, was a good deal 
ahibyed at being worried by Felix into an inquiry 
abont electioneering" details. The real dignity and 
honesty there 'was in' him' niade him shrink frOm this 
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necessity of satisfying a man witli a troublesome 
tongue ; it was as if he were to show indignation 
at the discovery of one barrel with a false bottomj 
when he had invested his money in a manufactory, 
where a larger or smaller number of such barrels 
had always been made. A practical man must seek 
a good end by the only possible means ; that is to 
say, if he is to get into Parliament he must not be 
too particular. It was not disgraceful to be neither 
a Quixote nor a theorist, aiming to correct the moral 
rules of the world ; but whatever actually was, or 
might prove to be, disgraceful, Harold held in detes^ 
tation. In this mood he pushed on unceremoniously ( 
to the inner ofSce without waiting to ask questions ; 
and when he perpeiyed, that Jermyn was not alone, 
he said, with haughty quickness — 

“A qriestipn about the electioueering at Sproxtori, 
QaJi you I give your attention to it at once? Here.ie 
Holt,,. who. has co,me to me about the business.” .] 

certainly,” said, Jermyn, who,.,:as 
usual, was the more cool ;.and deliberate, hepausew fee 
was vexed. .He was standing; , and,;. as^ he turned 
^QUndj‘ his., broad figure concealed the; person who 
seated writing at the bureau. Mr Holt—a— 
®lh;dauhtless~Ta— make, a point, of .saving a busy 
jE0^’Sj|tipp^ You, can sppak = at, (Oncej. j , . This genflo: 

. J piWA ; made/a flight, .ibaclpward ; inpyp? 
me]^tj s#| th^.he^rr‘?!iS:i9iU^ /Ofwpu^^ ,he .;is a 


|bruie-blne,i 


have siruply to ,Qoi4pJaifn??’ 

1 *T • 
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may know better than I; do. Mf 'Transokn©,! it 
appears, was ignorant of the affahji and ddes not 
approve it.” - 

Jermyn, looking: gravely and steadily at dfldlix 
while he was speaking, at the same time drew forth 
a small sheaf of papers tfoni his side -pockety -and 
then, as he turned his eyes slowly on Harold, felt 
in his waistcoat-pocket for his pencil-case. 

don’t approve it at all,” said Harold, who 
hated Jermyn’s calculated slowness and conceit m 
his . own impenetrability. ^ “ He good enough : tb put 


a stop to it, will you ? ”■ 




•^5 Mr Holt^t I knowj- is an^ dxoellent Liberal,”/ said 


Jermyn, just inblining his head to Harold, and then 


alternately looking at Felix and docketing his .bills; 5 
^^but he is perhaps too inexperienced’ be aw^© 
that no canvass — a— can be conducted without itM 


■action of able men, who must — a- — be ' trusted, and 
not interfered with. . And as to any possibility of 
promising to put a stop — a — to any proceclure^a-^ 
that depends. If he had ever held the coachniianf’si 
ribbons :• in. hie hands, as I have in my younger -days; 
— rap-rhe^ would #knbw tlmt>^ stopping is not always’ 
easy.” ' ■ - : ’f j > ■■ , i; t-r-.y 

, “I know very little about holding ’ribbons,!’ saidJ 
Felix ; “but I saw .clearly enough at; once that mord 
mischief had been done than could be well mended. 
Though I believe, if it were heartily tried, thedreai^: 
ing might be reduced, and something might he; done? 
tp hinder the men from turning out in a body- ' to 
make a noise, which might end in worse.”*,- m- ^ ? 
p“They might be hindered from making a noise bn 
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our side,” said Jermyn, siiiiling.: is perree% 

true. But if they made a noise om the other — would 
your purpose be answered better, sir ’ ” 

Harold was moving about. in an: irritated maimer 
■vthile . Helix and Jermyh were ' speaking. He pare* 
ferred, leaving the talk to the attorney, of . whose 
talk he himself liked to keep as clear as possibles 
“I can only : say,” answered Helix, “that if you 
make use of those heavy fellows when the drink is 
them, I shouldn’t like your responsibility. Ysri 
might as 'ivell drive, bulls to roar on our side as bribd 
a set of colliers and navvies to shout and groan.” .j 
;.i “A lawyer may. well envy your command of lan- 

guagei,..: Mr- Holt,” said Jermyn,' pocketing his bill& 
aghin, and sh»tting up his pencil ; “but he wouB 

not be satisfied with the accuracy— a— of your terms'.' 
You must permit me to check your use of the wte# '■ 
^tobeky' : .The essence of briberyis, that; it shotil#; 
be tegWly proved 5 ' there is not such a thing^a;mi ;. 
in^ rermni' naiurt^-^B,-~'Q,^ unproved bribery;;. ‘ Thewj J 
has: . been no :Snoh tliing 'as' bribery At Sproxton d'lf ’ 
answer for it. dike' presence of k. -body, of stalUrt 
fellows: on— a--the Liberal side will '■tend to pre. ^ 
serve order ; for we know that the benefit olufes- 

the Pitchleyt district' ^wilI: ishoW' for Debariy. ' 
^d,i3iaia.'gantleiiiaiffl who ifaak 'conducted' the oW 

■E&s^ua*uSj^0xton 'is'-oxipecfenoed -in >’]parlihrheiliary ; 
-and wouli ’ not.i exoged-Ua-^the ■' ilebessar/ ' 
that : a . 'rationaH ^^dgmietit '• would ■' 
i ybUitmeam'itho wad wh« oalls' 1 
Johnson ?”'<said Helix,- ih'.A'toh©>4f disguSt.« ' "-m 

Je«j;^.n;ifchOse‘4o'ah9Wer, Hhf0ld- broke in, 
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^ jingy ' qtiiekl j *and : ^ ^ iong and 

tlie? short of it is -thiSy^Mr Hoi^t r- I bMM "degire\^and 
insist that whatever can be done by way of? r remedy 
shall be^ ' done; Will that > satisfy yon ?■•'* Yotf see 
iiow some of a candidate’s' difenlties ? ” said'MaifeH^ 


breaking into his Anost. agreeable smilse* ; ^ I hope 
you will some pity for mel” . . ; ^ , 

^ snpp6fee I- must be^ oontentj” said Felix, hot 
thoi^ughly propitiated.- : I bid jon^ good morning, 



! 




1 . 


ii 


’ j • Wlien hie was gend lout^ and had’ oipsed I »the)i<|oor 
feeMnd ; Har<2l:d, taming-, rouiriyi . ; and« gh 

spite ofhiinself,/ an angry dook^at J ermyn^ ; said — '■ t i 
And who* 'is ddhnson? 'an aliks, I suppose. - It 
seems 'you are. fond of the name.” . • * 

’ ’ ' Jermyn turned . perceptibly paler, . but ■ difeagpree- 
^hles ' of this mrt “ between himseif- ‘and f ^Harold - had 
been too mhdh invhis anticipations df late for* him. to 
be ’taken by surprise. ^ He turned quietly round and 
Just ^touched the shoulder of the^ person seated' i at 
the bureau, who now rose. ,■ 


/ ; I '^4 On that contrary,”, dermyni - answered,- ' the- Johir- 
sorpmHqii€5sbioh. is Ai^ lgentleinaiij:'whom d have tihe 
pleasure of Ifntrdduoiiigi itb yoU 'afe’onef ofumy .most 
.active ImlpUrates ini electidneeringi ^ bB&in^--^-Mr 
,tTohnson, of Bedford Bow,. London, ‘f'l bm eompara- 
* Lively a novice — a--ttin^ these matters. ■ But he- was 
f engaged with James Putty in two? hardly-contestdd 
-elections,- and thefe could scarcely be a better initi- 
■ w&m Putty is one of the first men ■ of the oonn|;ry 
- a® An agent^a— on the liberal side— a— eh,. . John- 
d tilink Makepiece is— a — not altogether a 
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batch, ifok- hib, noti qiiite cf.th© same;calib^:-rT-ait?r i 
fiaud consirkiU ingemO’^d^-^^ Jtaotics— ^a-r-r-and b 
experience?”"/ ^ i : 

^ Makepiece is ai wonderful man, and so is Putty^” 
said the -glib Johnson; -too Tain not to. be ^ipleased 
with to opportunity*: of speaking,, even iwheniith^ 
situation was rather awkward. “ Makepiece t for 
scheming; but Putty for management. Putty knows 
pren, sir,”i he. went on, turnmg to Harold; .“it’s a 
thousand pities that you have not had 'his talents 
em4)loyed in your service-, He’s beyond any i man ? 
Sqz .saving a candidate’ s money-does' half, the . work 
with his tongue. . He’ll talk of anythmg, from 'the 
lAreopagjiii^," and . that sort of tiling, down to the' joke 
about ^ Where are you going-, Paddy ?“you know 
what ’I ; mean, sir. I ^ Back again, ■ says* Paddy an 
iex^ellent blectioneering Joke. Putty .understands 
these ' things; I He has said' to me, ' dohnson, hear 
in i mind there are two way^ of speaking an audience “ 
iwill always like r one i'^,.- to teM * tfcemt IwHat? they don’t ;; 
understand; and the other* to* den>ifekeinM what J 

they’re iused d/ shah mover he the* mah tdid^ny 
that^ I dWe i a * * deal* to Putty i I always say ut * 

WascamoM providential thing in. the . Mtigham eUq- 
(ifibn la&t^iy earl that Putty < was noton the ’ Tory side, i 
pnanag^ the . women ; and, if y oudl believe ; be^ ; 
ibrf fotfcrth of * the men. wotild: ; neverv have woted j 
if their 1 wives, hadbt driven i them td at for Ihojgood I 
hf their tabiliesJ .ijd as,fbr,speakbgddtis,e^ I 
xeportod^rin iourMLonddn ; darbies *nthat hutfy writes ! 
re^dlarly for- thbi^.Timefe.,’? He has that kinjp; oft Ian- ' 
^t^e ;;and. I. -needift tell ydu,. Mt Traibobe,^ that I 
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thel wMolh, I take j m^ans the tiptop — 

and nobody : can get^ higberi than that^ I' think. < I Ve 
belonged, to 1 a political debating sooiei^ myself 5 d’ve 
heard a little language in my time ; - bnt whem 'Mr 
Jermyn; first; spoke td me about having 'the •^■h;'l)nbTir 
to assist in y 6 ur canvass. of dsrcii’th Loam 8 h!iir 6 ”^here 
Johnson, played with his watch-seals and balaneed 
himself a moment on hisVtoes— -^^^ the very first 


thing I said was,, ^ And there’s' Garstin has got 
Putty! hTo Whig could startd against Whig, ’‘'*1 
said, ^who had , Putty on his side : ;I hope - 
some -goes in for something ofi^a deepen • colour.^ ‘ 1 
don’t say th^, as!a< gerferkl .rule, mpimbny' go fer 
much in 4 return, Mn^Tranfeomei; it db^^ends on who 
are, imthel^fidld^befote- you, and on the ’ skilb ydtr 
agents.- But As 4 Eadical,' and> a 
you are in a- fine position, sir; brndi^^s^th 'oare and 

Judgment^wiA: care < and judgmen t ' - * ' ' ■ ' 

. ‘ . It hid bben impossible to interrupt Johnson be- 
fore; without 'the ‘most impolitic mdenessi'* *' Jermyn 
was mol soriry that he should tallc, even If lidAnade 
4i fool of himself ; /for in that ^ solid s tsMpfe/e^hiSi^ng 
the I average ^ amount f 1 of hnimh** foibfes, heJisbeiliied 
less lof th4 ^ alias ■ Hkrcfldiihad ilnsinua^d him 


to be, andihad'4nfth«e. a<Mitfoalial !plaii3ibllity of a iie 

witha,<hrcumst4nk3e^^r^;^:f-:.i .'u--r-' 1 .* 


Harold had thrown Mihself with contemptuous 
resignation into a 1 chair, had drawn' * bif ’ one ■ of ^ kts 
buff ’ gloves, and was looking - at his ' h4nd.‘ ^But 
k^hen Johnson . gave ^ his , iteration ; With ^ a Isligistiy 
slackened pace; Hhrold looked i upi. at i hihi hndi krbke 

!' i ? 1 ' •, '• ’it/.. -• ■ '.j ■•Olj'sj 
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‘^Weil then, M Jolin^n, J sbalL be g'lad *if ycm 
\¥il! ng@ 37eur care and jndgnient in putting an ^iid, 
as well as you can, to^ this Si^roxton affair ; ’eise it 
inay turn out an .ugly business!’ ; . : 

/^Excuse me, sir I must, beg. you to look, at the 
njiatter a little more oldsely. You will see that it is 
impossible to take a . single step backward at Sproi- 
tcm. Yt wassa matter of necessity to get tbe Sprox- 
ton men ; else I knowi to a certainty the other side 
would have laid hold of them first, and now I’ve 
undermined Garstin^s people. They’ll use their 
authority, and give a little shabby treating, but I’ve 
taken all the wind out of their sails. . But ifji your 
sQ^ders, I or Mr J ermyn ;hj6re > were to break promise 
with ithe: honest fellows, .and effetidi Ghubb .’the pub- 
Imaii, what would come olf-it 2>-i0hubb would- leave 
noj, stone unturned against you, sir;, lie would egg 
customers ' , agaipst; * - you j' • the /colliers’ and 

tion all thaeamt^ or rrathen3ootiaM-the.:sam for they 
would be there against instead? < 5 ^ ImstlMig 

goodThumouaredfy; ; ^ by way bf a ’ 

Del^rry’s cheei^, they’d help to 
*the.i<iieering and' the voting out of our men; 
al^d, mste^. o£ t beingf let i us sayj^half-a-db^em ahead, 
of ^Garstin, you’d be half-a-dozen behind ■ him that’s 

j^am Ungli^ to-yoii^ Mr; Transom e, 
^^ieSti 'tespe<ifejfor you as agen^'e-^ 
italentg^aind position. . Bu^isiif, td 
a siaaii must know tJte ®nglisit 





; and. it s' 




tale indeed” — here Mr Johnson’s mouth todfe 
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an ’expression' at onoe Ktter and pathetic — ‘‘that a 
gentlemaii like yott, to say nothing hf the good of 
the country, should have -gone to tlie' expense and 
trouble of a canvass for nothing but to findihiim-- 
self out of Parliament at the end of it. I’ve seen 


it again and again; it looks bad in the clever^t 
man to have to sing small.” 

Mr Johnson’s argument was not the less stringent 
because his idioms were vulgar. It requires a com 
vietion and resolution amounting to heroism nob to 
wince at phrases that cla;ss our foreshadowed etidum 


ance among those common and- ignondnrouiit 'teoubjes* 
which the world is more likely to sneef mi thauffe); 
pity. ‘Harold' remained a few/ moments in; angry, 
silence looking at the floor, with one hand on hk 


knee dnd the other on his hat, if he ‘Weire/ipre^ 
paring^ /to start up. . • 

“As to undoing anything that’s 'been done down 
there,” saidi Johns<)ny throwing in this observation 
as Boinethitig into the bargain, “ I must * wash- myl 


hands of it, sir. I couldn’t work knowingly, againsb 
ybur interekf;; And that' ypukig man ^ho- iis/|ffisit gcap 
otlt,d^y©u don’t believe that he need be. Iidletied'itoy 
I hbpd ? * ’ ©hubb ' the publican; ^ hatbs hitn.? rGhubb 
would guess he was Ut • bhe bottom ^of having 
the treating stopped, and hlfi' sbt halfa-do£pn of the 
colliers to duck him in the canal/ tdr break nbis head;, 
by- lni^ake. I’m an experienced maii; siti i hope 
I’ve put it dear enough.^' i’i ; v .. ; ■ ; . ; -;.,l 

“€brtainly, the exposition befits the ‘Subject,” 4aiid? 
Harold, scornfully, his dislike of the^ mans Johnson’s: 
personality being stimulated by causes which Jer^ 
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myn more than -conjectured; ^Qt’s a,. damned, tmr, 
pleasant, ravelled business that you and M^ Jermyn 
have knit up between you. I’ve, no more to sayw’^ i : 

■ Then, sir, if you’ ve no more commands, I don’t 
wish to intrude. 1 shall wish you good morning,^ 
sir,” said Johnson, passing out quickly. , y . 

Harold knew that he was indulging his temper,, 
and he would probably have restrained it as a 
foolish move if he had thought there was great 
danger in it. But he was beginning to drop much 
of his caution and self-mastery where Jermyn was 
concerned, under the ’ growing conviction ? that the 
attorney had very strong reasons for being afraid pf 
him p reasons which would only be reinforced by any 
action hostile to the ^ Transbme: interest. ; As for , a 
sneak -like this Johnson, ‘ ^ gentleman . had : ; to . pay^ 
him, not to please him. Harold had smiles at oonirt 
mand» in. the* right pl^e, but he was- not going to 
smile when j it r 3#as i neither necessary nor l ^^reeable. i 
Heiwasi one mf; those* igopdJaumiOnred^ yetii^etgetiQ; 
men,;:whoj have i the gift- ofthhge^, hatred, .suorni 
upon occasion,; though,; they are tbo^healthy and f^lh 
contented, for Such feelihgs to get generated in theim 
witlxout external occasion. And in relation to Jer-i 
ipyn the gift was' coming intorfine exercise., 

* nfi Ar-^pardon: me, Mr < Harbld,” , feaid, J ermyn, epeafe-i 
ilig54S'‘S(i)oh as. JohntoniWeht ou^. tt but X am : sorryw) 
a-y-ybm should^ ^ behave • disobligingly to a rpaui :whof 
has it in his power to do much serviceT— who, in .fact^ 
holde" many.fthr^ds^ in his : hands. I admit that— 

omnibts horl^ sapit\ as wej^yr-H 

.t rr ■ I , , , . ; , . . , ' < 

cfc-r-rH — , "i ( , r / ; - ; ; = ’ .s| 
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“ Speak for yourself/^ said Harold. I don’t, talk 
in tags of Latin, which might be learned by a school- 
master’s footboy. I find the King’s English express 
my meaning better.” 

: “ In the King’s, English, then,” said Jerniyn, who 
cOuld be idiomatic enongh when , he was stung, . a 
candidate should keep his kicks till he’s a member,”^ 

“ Oh, I suppose Johnson will bear a kick if you 
bid him. You’re his principal, I believe.” 

“ Certainly, thus far — a — he is my London agent. 
But he is a man of substance, and? — ^ . j ; 

shall know what he is if it’s necessary,^IJdare- 
say. But I must jump into- the;; carriage ^ again. 
I’ve no time to lose; I must gO; to Hawkins at the 
factory. Will you go ? ” . 

When Harold was gone, J^ermyn’s handsome fape 
gathered blackness. He hardly ever wore his worst 
expression in the presence of others, and but seldom 
when be was. alone, for he was not given to believe 
that any game would ultimately go against him. 
His luck had been good. New conditions might 
always turn up to give him new chances ; and if 
affairs threatened to come to an extremity between 
Harold and himself, he trusted to finding some sure 
resource. 

He means to see to the bottom of everything if 
he can, that’s quite plain,” said Jermyn to himself. 

I believe he has been getting another opinion ; he 

has some new light about those annuities on the 

estate that are held in Johnson’s name. He has 

inherited a deuced faculty for business — ^there’s no 

denying that. But I shall beg leave to tell him 

K 
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F-fe ^ propped up the family. I don’t know ‘ 
■^bere' they would have been without me ; and if ■ 
edmes to balancing, I know into whicli scale the 
gratitude ought to go. Not that he’s likely to feel 
any — but he can feel ■something else; and if he 
makes signs of setting the dogs on me, I shall malce 
him feel it. Fhe people named Transome owe me 
a^ood deal more than i owe them.” 

In this way Mr Jermyn inwardly appealed against 
an uUjuSt construction which he foresaw that- his old 
acquaintance the Law might put on certain items iii 
his history. ; - 

I have Itnown persons who have been suspected 
6f undervaluing gratitude, and excluding it frorti 
the list of virtues ; but on closer observation it has 
been seen that, if they have .never felt grateful, it 
has been fir'want of an opportunity; and that, .far 
frOni despising gratitude, they regard it as the virtue 
mbst of idlldneUmbeUt-^on others towards them.- . • 
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..CHAPTER;, XYIir, ^ , . h. 

liie JittR, nameless^ . .•» ti 

Of Idndness and of love. 

i , ':!jSrdAtev?toRTS 'fHMO 

. , ' • ; 'f'jf:*'! '=1 AToa it.nil 

Jermyn"! fbfget'tO'pa^ MS'' Yisiii to • 

ter in Malthon^ Yard? -tbat ©vaniiig. • The. mimgledJ 
irritatiot’, dread^ and defiance wMch he was^' %eling?i 
tt^Wards Harold^ Tran^me' iihtdhe- niiddic'cf 4^^^ 
depended on = Mb many^ andi f^ir^gfetet&Mg feadsesi to 
be dissipated ;b^ eigfiti^o'dlock ; but wHen uhiei defb 
Mr Lyon’s house he 'W^as in a ^ state' df comparative i 
triumph in the belief that he j* and he Mohd^^v^as dibw 
in pk^sesteion bf fgCcts^tvMchj once” grouped 
ihadfe a secrbt that gave- him nb'^ po^erowrffliab>l&/ 

' Mr L^bh; ■ ne4d>fet^lbLelp ^ Ireiui ^ biB‘ 4fh© Had^ 

that Ihe'^ serpeu^^hibh, * Ee W'gmd-dmmpt^ 

fbrbi^eiij hht^fe bnly^bf hard' 'aO(|uirekffent ; to *dpv^©^" 
like iUnooeM^e; had beei3:.’'gMdUaliy 'led to pour out 
to the ' attbrhey ^ ail* the ■ reaMus ' ’ which ; * tnade him' 
desire to kibW thb truth about^ the man - who haifbd» 
himself Mahribe ^ Christian :■ he had shbwii >ail 'ihe> 
precious rehcS, • the loehet, ^ the letterSj ahd ’ * th e.? mar-*-- 
riage certificate. • " * j^ind^* Jbiimyn had comibrtedjkim! 
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by confidently promising to ascertain, without scan- 
dal or premature betrayals, whether this man were 

really Annette’s husband, Maurice Christian Bv 
cliffe. 


Jermyn was not rash in making this promise, 
since he had excellent reasons for believing that 
he had already come to a true conclusion on the 
subject. But he wished both to know a little more 
of this man himself, and do 'keep Mr. Lyon in igno- 
rance — not a difficult precaution— in an affair which 
it cost the minister so much pain to speak of. An 
easy opportunity of getting an interview with Chris- 
tian was sure to offer itself before long — might even 
oi€ffldtself to-morrow. Jermyn had seen 'him more, 
thaffionce, .though hitherto without any reason' for oh-;' 
serving him with interest; he; had heard that Philip, 

Lebarry’s courier was often busy in' the town, and-.it* 
seemed; especially likely! that he would be seen there, 
when., the Market .was to.be agitated by politics, andi 
the I new tcandi'date was to show hi$ paces. , /■ 

/■The. world of which., Treby. Magna was the centre; 
was naturally curious to, see .the young,, Transoipe,! 

who .had come ffiom the East, was as rich as. a Jew, 
andi .called,. himself a Eadioal; characteristics all 
eiqually; vague in the minds, of varioiis... excellent, 
ratepayers,-. who , drove, •■to market .in,, their taxjed; 

cartejti.eri int their • hereditary, gigs. Places, ,at ■ com, 
veniemtniwandou®, had . ..been -secured befotehandi for, 
>,best#b@nin;ets;r hirk,in generadjia iladicah caardir, 
exoited.,S!io jardent felftfeiuei'partisan^ip,; even 

^ong.the iJliswnterS in ;Trehy>.if ,tihej-,yf.we,-of -the. 

'le^phiiouSiiand ii£«giiije8id.ent( 


a 
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going ladios were fond of remen^ibering that their 
family had been Church ; ” others objected to politick 
altogether us ^having spoiled old; neighboiirliness^- 
and sundered friends who had kindred* views’ as; to 
cowslip wine- and Michaelmas cleaning ; othersy of 
the meianoholy sort, said it would be well if people 
would, think less of reforming' Parliament and more^ 
of pleasing God, Irreproachable Dissenting matrons, 
like. Mrs Muscat, wliose youth' had; been passed in 
a short-waisted boddice and tight skirt, -hdd neTer 
been animated by the struggle for liberty^ land had 
a timid suspicion that religion was desecrated Iby 
being applied to : the - i things * of ; this ;* Worldi ^ SMce 
Mr '“Lyon had- been; in MalthoiitsefYard there -had’ 
been far too much mixing; up of politics with * re- 
ligion;; but, at any rate, these ladies had never r j^etf 
been! to hear speechifying ini the marfcet4pllt€ef^dnd 
they were not< going to begin that practice.*’ ' - 
' Esther, however, had heard -some* of her feminine 
acquaintances say that they intended to’eit at the 
dmggisPs upper window, and she was inclined te 
ask her father if he could think of * a 'suitable 'plbce 
also* mi^t see and hear. > ^Twb incohfe- 
tei^tt metises; >Tmg^d hen ^e knelv that Felix c^red 
earnestly for all public questions, iand she-supposedi 
that hfedield it enaitof her deioienciesemot to; care 
about them *. ; well,: she would ' try to learn the secret 
ol this ardour, which was so strong; .in him- thatidt 
animated what she: thought the dullest form! of I life-J 
She was not too stupid to. find dt out.’ iButnthis 
selfTOorrecting motive, was presently displaced Itf a 
mptive jof a ; different sort. /Iti had ; beeri; al pleasant 
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Tarifety iniihex days to see a man 

Har^Dild, Transome, with a distingnif^hed appearanod 
and polished manners, and 'she woiild like^ : to .-sefei 
him again : hie suggested do her tliat brighter and 
more Ihxnrions life on whieh ’her imaginationfdwelfe 
witliont th#! painful effort it required to eoneeiwe tht^ 
mental condition which would place her in > complete 
sympathy with Felix; Holt. It .was this less 
accustomed prompting of which . she was; Ohiefly coaW 

scions WhOn she awaited her father’s coming ddwn- 

to breakfast. Why, indeed, slioiild she trouble her-l 

self BO much about Felix ? ■ * .. ^ /. 

^ ‘ h , Ilf ji ■ 

■Mr Lydri, more serene now that he had iinbosonaei 
3* ; anxieties ’ and obtained a promise of I help, i w^ 
alneaidy swiinahhi:g SO* (happily; m the deep water )oi 
polemiosMin^exfpectation of Philip 'Debarry’s: answeH 
to :his*‘Oha;llenge, that; in the occupation of makingf 
a few n,otes lest certain* felicitous inspirations- shonl# 
becwasted^-fe had forgotten to come down to breik- 
, . Esther, suspecting his abstmetion, - .went r jupi 
to his study, and found him ait his desk; looking 
with wonder at hex . interruption,. - , . ; f J i , . ; ’ . , ; f ; ; . 

father, you have forgotten your brealdast’^/ 

isitrie^'child ; - I will come,” he’Said, liiigeriiit)'^ 
ih ma|s:H ■ sonie final -strokes! f ^ r i : •< ; : i ■ / ? j .-.r » { r-i ^ 

o'^^fmtyou^naughty^fe&^^f'»haidfi] 

fieMr, ; ^fyoiih %oat-oc^lar ig/ twistdd, 
WsaistdeatiM hhtfmied, al; wmngl' kM ^ha^ti Ifidt* 
b^hhdfiyi^to(b^j; 8it diw^dandtlet^ fertA*#* 
a^in'ta^ll diftiyeti^May.Bi d)afir|i- hi hj.w .u|:^ 

itlr^ <1 ver ^Mbuidbmi 7 ^ndf 
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tiien brushed the thick, long fringe, of so^t au^burn 
hah. This very trihing. act, wKch^, she, had, 
herself to for the first tiii;ie yesterdaj,^ inea;af ;a -gr^t 
deal in Esther’s little history. It had been -her hal^it 
to leave the mending of her father’s clothes, tq^jfjjdjdyi; 
she had not liked even to touch liis cloth .garment^ ; 
still less had it seemed a thing she would wiUinglj 
undertake to correct his toilette, and use a brush for 
him. But having once dpne. this, under her' new 
sense of faulty omission, the affectionateness 
.was in her flowed so pleasantly, she how 

mugh her father was. 

great act of .tenderness, /that., she,? qpite. Jqng^Mfp 
repeat it. This morning,, as he^ sat under her hands, 
his face had such a calm delight in it that she^Jonld 
not help. kissing the top pf his bald head,; ^*af id-. 

, wards; when ;they were seated ■ at. bre^^stjfShe said, 
merrily — : r, . . , . ^ 

y Eatberi, I shall make a p^tit maitre , ; of. you i by- 
and-by; your hair looks so pretty and silken when 
it- is well .brushed.” ■ . . i-d 

. . , Jl- $fay^ :phihh I. tru^t that . while , I wp^d j|iyilh|®|y 

frpm- ,|my evil :h^if ,jof a; eop^ewhal eJp'Veply 

fprg€^lnesa in nttire, I; ,shall,j|never> jaOTve at 
the .opfpsitei, extreme- : - ¥pr .dhpugh > there , is that in 
apparel which plpasps the eye, .and, f deny not that 
your neat gown , and the colour thereof--- which is 
that .of certain little- flowers that spread, themselves 
.in, the hedgero^vs, and make a blueness - there, as of 
the sky when it is deqp^ped in the water,? — I deny 
not, I say, that these minor strivings after a per- 
fection ; which is,., as it v^ero, an krecoverable yet 
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■m 


na^iitting memorj, are a good in tlieir prop6rtidm!^J 
l^evertheless, the' brevity of our life, and the Imiiy'i 
and crush of the great battle with eiTor and 
often oblige us to * an advised neglect of wliat 
less EQomehtous. This, I conceive, is the pnnci];de 'I 
on which my friend Felix Holt acts ; and I cann^ ? 
but think the light comes from the true fount, though 3 
it shines through obstructions.” S 

You have not seen Mr Holt since Sunday, have ? 
you, father ? ” 

^^Yes; he was here yesterday. He sought Mr .ii 
Transome, having a matter of some importance* t© 
speak upon with him. And I saw him afterward J 
in the street, when he agreed that I should call for | 
him this morning before 1 go into the market-pladel 
He will have it,” Mr Lyon went on, smiling, “that 
I must not walk about in the crowd 'Without him to ■ 
act as my special constable.” 

C E^her felt vexed witli herself that her heart was | 

’"'I 

Suddenly beating with unusual quickness, and thyt^ 

her last resolution not to trouble herself about wh^ ■! 

s 

Felix thoti^t, diad transformed itself With magic | 
swiftness into mortification that he evidently avoided :| 
coming to the house when ' she was there, though he 
Used to come oU the slightest oceamon. He knew 
tiMat Ufee was always at honae until 'the^ afterfrobn on ; 
m^tket-da3^S f' thaf was^ the ^Son Why he woUid ^ 
hoi;' Offl %f hCTi father. '■ Of #)hfs^ it* was Beuausfel 

.• .Ilf ' ^ ta , , 

he ■ attributed sncli littfoness ' ' to ' her that he * sup- 
she ‘Would retain nothing' else than aYeeliiig 
hfioffence- towards him' fot what hie had said to her. 
^&ch distrust of any gdod' in others, such arroganob 


THE EADIGAL. 


29 ^ 


of immeasurable superiority, was extremely ungen- 
erous- But presently slie said — 

I should have liked to hear Mr Transoine speak, 
but I suppose it is too late to get a place now.” 

“ I am not sure ; I would fain have you go if you 
desire it, my dear,” said Mr Lyon, who could not 
bear to deny Esther any lawful wish. Walk with 
me to Mistress Holt’s, and we will learn from Felix, 
who will doubtless already have been out, whether 
he could lead you in safety to Friend Lambert’s.” 

Esther was glad of the proposal, because, if it 
answered no other purpose, it, would,, be an easy 
way of obliging Felix to see her, and of showing 


him, that it was not she who cherished offence. 
But when, later in the morning, she wy’as wa^Lking 
towards Mrs Holt’s with her father, , ,%y 
Jermyn, 'yvho stopped th^m , tp ask, , ,in j his ippat 
afeble niannerj , whether , Miss Lyon intended to 
he€n the candidate, and whether she had . securpfj 
a suitable place. And he ended by insisting , that 
his daughters^ who were presently cpming, ip,, 
open carriage,, shoiojld , call, for , ^ 3 j I iF' 

permit , them.,,;'; ft ^as .pppp^ible .to rTCf^^^ 
ciyility, and, Esther tinmed, back to,, , await . the ,.,cat- 
riage, pleased with ; the ; ,certaipty| , of ; hearing and 
seeing, yet sorry to miss Felix. There was another 
day for her to think of him with, unsatisfied resent- 
ment, mixed with some longings for a better undef- 
standing ; and in our spring-time every day has its 
hidden growths in the mind, as it has, in the.parth 
when the little folded blades pre getting, ready .to 
pierce the ground. j: .. I , 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Consistency?--! never changed my mind. 
Which is, and always was, to live at ease. 




It was only in the time of the summer fairs that the 
market-place had ever l6oked'more animated than ii 
did under that autumn mid-day sun. There W^r4,f 
plenty of blue cockades and streamers, faces at a4 
the windows, and a crushing buzzing crowd, urging 
each other backwards and forwards round the stOall 
busting in front of the Eaha Inn, which showed its 
more plebeiati sigh at right angles with the venefi 
able’ Marquis* of Granby. ' ' Sometimes there werd 
scornful shouts, sometimes a foiling cascade* ' Of 
cheers, homethhes the ' slmek of a penny whistle’; 
hut' above all These ' fitfhl and feeble sounds;' t!h§ 
fihe “old church -tower, which looked' down 'froni 
abotreHhe- trees hn4he*hther slde^bf' the narrow 
strea!m,'''aent vihrktmgj^ at 'every quarter, the sbno'r- 
oiis tones of its hdl!,* the Gbod Queen BeSfe. ■ = 
'Two carfiage^s, with {jliie ribbons on the harness; 
were' cohspictidtis fiekr the ’■ hustings. One' ''svas J er- 
myn’s, filled with the brilliantly-attirOd datightera; 
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b0(^iw3ipanied % Esther J > whc^e - qiiieter t Edlped 

40} mark . her ant for attention as * thd mtrikin^ 
af the. group. The other was HaroM Tirai^on^’sl; 
hut in; this there was* no ilady—^omlj.iihejal^Yjd- 
skinned Domihic, whose acute yet mild* T^e* was 
brightened by the occupation bf amiisiag little 
'Harry and rescuing from his tyrannies a King 
Charles puppy, with, big eyes, muck after the pat- 
tern, of the boy’s. : - : ■ ■ i - l-ar. 


Tins Trebian crowd did not c^imt&r miibhl in A 


force bf the nation;- toft ih 
detemined as to" lending ? of « Inot ? Bndiigldts eai^. 
Nb man waS'^erimitled to ^speak ftfom the platform 
•except Harold and his uncle Lingon, though, ie the 
int er'rai of expectation, .> several Libemls ^ had^t oaEoee 
iiolrwardi ' Among i these^ ' iE-adviised? pbrsonk’fferrtob 
whose L; attempt i iinet the ' i moht ^ emphatic'/ f e^istatob 
w^i il-qLfQS V i Tkis’^lnight 'have . been' .taken. for 

kesentoent at the unreasonableness of > the > clbth, 
thahnnbt content with pulpits, vfrom. whenceita 
^aniiise dvtn' ;the ^arst-oft inen,^ wisheSt 
larger ■ share • bf' tbo’ platfcums5|‘*t^t^ii 
for Mr Lingon was hedfd 


?«TO© 

M’do, 


,-Wbuld'ihave bwn 
' The Efeotof of I L^tlb 


I /Again. ..t/ou' ^ 

had ^en a 


in the nei ghbourhood - since ? 'lite » ‘ 

' century. A clergyman thoroughly unbl erical in ? his 
^habits had a piquancy about him which' inadcj him 
a sort of practical joke.* ' Ho had always heen mlMd 
- Jack: Lin gon, of’ Tarson JacB— sometimes, • m bldei 
And t less serious days,: «e ten '^I Gock-igMing^ Jack.^’ 
: He 'swore k little wlieh the point of a joke seemed 
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to demand: ; it, a,nd was fond, of wearing a coloirel ? 
bandana tied loosely over his cravat, together . with ; 
large brown leather leggings ; he spoke in a pithy 
familiar way that people could understand; and had 
none of that; frigid mincingness called dignity, whi#i 
some have thought , a peculiar clerical disease. , • It 
fact, he was “a charicter” — something cheerful, tb 
think of, not entirely out of connection with Sunday 
and sermons. And it seemed in keeping that .he 
should have turned sharp round in politics, ! his 
opinions being only part of the excellent joke called 
Parson Jack. When his red eagle face and white hair 
were;: Seen on the platform, the Dissenters hardly 
cheered this questionable Eadical j but to make 
amends,: all the. Tory farmers gave him a friendly 
^fihurrkry.” * “ Let’s hear what old Jack wilL say fe ' 
liimself,” was. the predominant feeling among th era'*, 
ASlie’ll have something funny to say. I’ll Bet a pennyd’ 
i flt- waSi dtily Lawyer Labron’s young clerks and 
tbeir bangers -on who ,were. sufficiently 'deadi.ito 
Trebian’ traditions to assail the parson with various 
, sharp-edged interjections, such as broken shells, and 


lories of i-Coek-ardoodl^doo.” . ^ ;/ 

; “Come now, ,my lads,.”! he began; in- his' 

:yet |ofial toirea,' tlmtstiilg his hands into 
pockets of * Ms greatcoat^’ “ITI tell 
4 yourlmo^ p.I onghh .to 

rilkrh /.good Lobr/ evih : iSo^ here ? , mome\ goodi musUa 



l&i you; tof eraqklin .freiurhi for ylohrj shffls^” i , >i; is 
vA ®h^e was ia - roar of! latghter t;a!nd ^ cheering a's- .. he 
'^rewhahdfriis-df^nlilts and filberts amongHthe <lrdwd. 
fr,oM;GeiBei*now,: yoni’ll say pMUsed; t<t> ^ber’a7/Torf;t ; 
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and some of yoiij whose faces I toow as i well as I 
know the head of mj own orab-stkk, with' say. that^s 
why' Tm a good fellow. ^ But now ril tell you^ i^dnie- 
thing else. It^s for that very reason— that iM iiged 
to be a’ Tory, and am a good fellow — that I 
along with my nephew here, who is a thbroiigh}- 
going Liberal. For will anybody here come forward 
and say, ^ A good fellow has no need to tack about 
and change his road'? No, there's not one of * you 
such a Tom-noddy. What's good for one tdmeiis 
bad . for another. If anybody' contradicts ! th^t, ' ask 
him to eat pickled pbrk when- he’s. Ithirsty, - and - to 
bathe in the Lapp there when the spikes of ^ ice save 
shooting. And that's the reason why the men' who 
are! the best Liberals now. are ! the very .' meiki wh® 
used- to., be the best Tories; * There isulto ah naatier 


horse- than youir .horse thal'Il : fib and * baek and titt 
round- vdiehithdre. is but one road for Mm to go, and 
thai%i the JDoadv before him. , , ■ . : . : ' - ; ! . 4 ; 

^ ■ And my nephew here— ^he comes of a Tory breed, 
|yoa know-^ldl answer for the lingonsv i i ; In -fte <id 
T^iyitiinesi there was never a ; pup 'Mongiingltd , a 
iingoii Mt wcaddl -he^i if a Wing - came mean i him. 
The Lingoh : blood nis i good, richyrold" Tdry*Mood^ 
like: good rich milk.^^ andf jthat^Stif^liy,/ wheh'-t^ 
right time comes, it tlirowsnup-a' Liberal cream. 
The beat sort of Tory turns to the best .sortjfof 
Eadical. There’s plenty of Eadical scum -r^ I, say, 
beware of the scum, and , look out for the ;oreaih. 
And here’s- my nephew-r-sbme of tlae cream^ if ' Iherb 
is- any: none of your Whigs^!non6 of yorir* painted 
water that looks , as if it ran, and itis standing; stOJ. 
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&D ftte irbile ; BOne. of yofur ^pinniag-jeiiny 
<Aj gentleman ; but np to all sortjs of bnsinees. Vx^ 
no fool myself j Pm/ forced to. wink a good deal, for 
fear of seeing too much, ' for a neighbourly man mu$t 
let himself be cheated a little. But though p 
-never been out of my own country, I know 
about it than my nephew does. You may tell whs^: 
he is, tod only look at him. There's one sort of 
feUrow sees nothing but the end of his own nose' 
and toother sort that sees nothing but the hinder 
side of. the moon ; but my, ; nephew Harold . is of 
andther. sort,' he sees everything tlmt's at hitting 
distance, = and . he’s not one to miss his mark.* 
gdoddooking mto in his prime I Not a greenhorn * 
mot/ a shrivelled old fellow^ who’ll Come to: speak to 
you and find he’s left his teeth at Home by mistaken 
BajrQldi*TransQme will do . you •credit; if toybod;^ 
hays, the - Badiioals toe; a set of sneaks, Brummagem 
halipennies, scamps who want to * play, pitch-and-to^s 
with • i the* Iprdperty i of the ' country, i you ; can say, 
F^iiooki atithe membbr for Norths Loarnshire I’ And 
mind what ‘you’M: hear him say ; heFIl go in.fdf 
making ^everything: right^Poor-laws and Charitiek 
and -dhurch^he wants to reform ’eih all. Perha^^ 
hay ,, Therels ' i that' Parho® Etogoh < talking 
Beform’^ why,! ^ he^ ^belongs : to 'the 
aisell-i-^he ^^wants /'refdrifoing' toOc;’ ' ^ 
w^,lwa^iia>d>% ah#tyd^ by-^arid-by that old 

B^oa -iiiigoik fe'.rsfiK4idd?4;-sh0®ts ao* m'6re, efaekt 
“-i.lofea - TO- iiacate, ite' dranfc ■ 'laati ' bottlei : ! ^tUe 

iWifi te"soky';:i'btit'/,yotiffl 




isa&di 
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wkat GhiarGii 'Beform m ^ ’sum’ to * ^oowib >i<d 
before lorig.* So now Bere are' ^ some for 

jouj lads, and I leave’ jon to listen Uo ^yonr:; oandin 
date.' Here he is-^give him a good; hiirrayi-,Mwaver 
yonr hats, and I’ll begin. Hnrray ! ’’ - ■ ! ^ ^ ^ n i 

Harold had not been qnite confident' beforohaiLd) as 
to the good effect of hiS nncle’s introduction f hut 
he was soon reassured. There was no acrid^ parti- 
sanship among the old-lashioned^ Tories ^ who; mus*' 
tered strong -about the Marquis’ off Granby, ’'and Ha^on 
Jach had put -thbm ih» a good : hiMuOuh iWi^^ 
only inteiTtiption^ ^camd i ffom Mhis;foyms ^ parl^ i 
oratorical clerb the iSkjtba^j actiiig as the: tribune 
of the ’Dissenting interest, and feeling bound i to 
pu^’ questions, might have been troublesome/; 

Ms woioO* being ’unpleasantly t shia]q)pii?’MleidSaiiW^at 
was^full aSnd * penetratihg;'* the- qumtioningtwaa:iori€d 
down; speech' did : it was not' of'fthe 

gMMnonbensicah Sort; not ponderous, not - hesitating 
■^whieh is as much as to sayythat itiwas r^maafkl 
[ among ? British? speeches i Bead : in’;.5|)rnrbitfe 
jitet ^ay ; * perhaf)® it s iwould^ dbe i n dithter? ; ^bg^ant mot 
cobclfeivel^’^wliichl isii baying > ;nO wmore / ib;qj!nii ^thaft 
eicelleiice was not of i'alia abnormall>iMnd|'"feiiiti-^suclL 
as is usually ! found’ in ' the -best » offoits’ off eloquenli 
candidates. ^ Accordingly the a*pplause drowned the 
opposition, and content ptedominated. ' : ; ; , ! 

! But, perhaps, the moment of most * diffusive pl^sn 
ure from public speaking’ is that -.in which the<^eeeh 
©eases and the audience can , turn t6 commenting, on 
itt The -one speech^ -sonietimesf ottered' iunder ' great 
responsibility as:.to missiles and: other- consequences. 
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Ims given a text to twenty speakers who are under 
no^ responsibility. Even in the days of duelling a> 
man was not challenged for being a bore, npr ' does 
this quality apparently hinder him from being much 
invited to dinner, which is the great index of social 
responsibility in a less barbarous age. 

Certainly the crowd in the market-place seemed 
to expei'ience this culminating enjoyment when the 
speaking on the platform in front of the Ram had 
ceased, and there were no less than three orators 
holding forth from the elevation of chance vehicles^, 
not at all to the prejudice of the talking among those- 
who were on a level with their neighbours;.. There, 
was dittle ill-humour among the listeners, for Queen 
Bess was striking the last quarter before two, and a 
savoury smell from the inn kitchens inspired them with 
an agreeable consciousness that the speakers iwere 
helping to . trifle away the brief time before dinner. 

: Two or three of Harold’s committee ’ had lingered 
talking to each other on the platform, instead of 
reientering ; and Jermyn, after coming out- to speak 
to one of them^ had turned to the comer near which 
the carriages were standing^ that he- might tell the. 
Transomes^ coachman to drive round to the side 


door, I and signal to his own: coachman > to ^ follow. 

tfedogue wliiqh was going on below induced 
him to pause, hndf i instead fof giving the ordery ; to 
assihn©* theiam ofta^^careless* gazer.: i ; Christian, whom 
the attorhiey ifead already nhseriedilookinig oufe of?a 
at f the) Ifairqmis i of ©rahby^ was talking * to 
The anieetingi appeared * pe >one dfl ' new 
‘for Christian ^was -saying-^ / ; ■ I ■ v- i 
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“ YouVe . .nat got grey as I have, Mr Lenoni ; 
you’re net a day older /or the sixteen ; years. But 
no wonder you didu/ know me ; I’m bleached like 
a dried bone.” 

so,^ It is ; true I was confused a meennte 
— I could put your face nowhere ; but, after that, 
^Naples came behind it, and I said, Mr Creestian. 
And so A’ou reside at the Manor, and I am at Tran- 
some Court.” 

All ! it’s a thousand pities you’re not on our 
side, else we might haA^e dined together at the 
Marquis,” said Christian Eh, could you manage 
it?” he added, languidly, knowing there was no 
chance of a yes. 

“ISTo — much obliged — couldn’t leave the leetle 
boy. Ahi I Any, Arry, pinch not poor More.” 

Wliile Dominic was answering, Christian had 
stared about him, as his manner was when he was 
being spoken to, and had had his eyes arrested by 
Esther, AA^ho was leaning forward to look at Mr 
Harold Transome’s extraoi’dinary little gypsy of a 
son. But happening to meet Christian’s stare, she 
felt annoyed, dreAV back, and turned away her head, 
colouring. 

“ Who are those ladies ? ” said Christian, in a low 
tone, to Dominic, as if he had been startled into a 
sudden wish for this information. 

“They are Meester Jermyn’s daughters,” said 
Dominic, who knew nothing either of the lawyer’s 
Ikmily or of Esther. 

Christian looked puzzled a moment or two, and 
was silent. 
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^ 'Oh/ Well — -au revoir,''^ he said, kissing the tips of 
Elis ’ fingers, .as the coachman, having had J ermyn’s 
order, began to urge on the horses. 

Does he see some likeness in the girl ? ” thought 
Jermyn, as lie turned away. “I wish I hadnfi in- 
\nted her to come in the carriage, as it happens.” 
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“ Good earthenware pitchers, sir I— of an excellent’ qnaint asnd 

■sober colour.” , •• . .,,, i a;. 

■ ; ■ ' ■ ■ '*■ .J ..in ^ j ’ f ^ ll ! I '" ) 

The mairkei; dinner at Marqtiis'” was in Hgli 
repute in Trebj and its neiglibourbood. . . The Hjfire- 
quenters of this tliree-and*isixpennj 
to allude = to it, , as men allude / to, it 
implies that thej/mo¥e in. .gqod- Moiety, md • ] 
ally , ooiiyers§. , iwith those who are in the ■ aeoyet i 
the highest affairs,: ^The guests were not only s^iidi 
rural residents; as had driven to market, but some i©f 
the most substantial townsmen, who i had oiwaf^ 
assured their wives that busmess; requited 
weekly sacrifice of domestic pleasure, ■ The |ioartet 
farmers, who put up at The Earn -or the St^veu 
where there was no , fish, felt their disadvant^e, 
beating it modestly or- * bitteriy^ as ^ the ease might 
be? land aitoough the Marquis was a Tory house, 
devx)ted.td >Debarry, it was too much to expect -tha^l 
sucktenants of? the Transom^s as had alwaysl bleen 
used to dine there, should cansant to. ieat.aM worse 
(^ner, aiid ^it; with wors^* company, bbcause they 
/fouiid themselves , under a : .Badical . land- 
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lord, opposed to the political party known as Sir 
Maxim’s. Hence the recent political divisions had 
not reduced the handsome length of the table at the 
Marquis; and the many gradations of dignity — from 
Mr Waoe, the brewer, to the rich butcher from Leek 
Malton, who always modestly took the lowest seat, 
thouglx without the reward of being asked to come 
up higher — had not been abbreviated by any se- 
cessions. 


To-day there was an extra table spread for ex- 
pected supernumeraries, and it was at this that 
Christian took his place with some of the younger 
larmers, who had almost : a sense of dfesipatiori in 
talking" to 'a- man of his questionable station ’'and 
unknown experience. ! The ■provision Was especially 
I'ibei'al, and on the whole the presence of 'a minority 
destined • ^ to vote for Transome ’ was a ' grbund ifor 
foking^ which added to the good-hurnour of the chief 
talkersl' ■ > respectable old acquaintance turned' Badi- 
Cal ' rather against his > wifi,* was^ rallied ’yith ^en 
greater gusto than if his wife had; diad- ' twins twiefe 
over. The best Trebian Tories were far too sweet- 


blooded to turn against such old friends, and to 
make no distinction between them and the Eadicah 
Dissenting, Hapistical,^ Deistical set with whom- they 
nfef^ dined, and probably never Caw except in dheiii 
xmagihatioiL ? But/ tlieitalk/wasnebess^ly in abeyi 
toee tintal the niore* / serious //btisiness' ' of! dinner ^ was 
ended, and^ the wine, spirits^iand totoacco raised- mere 
.sati'sfe,oti6n dntO' -beatittide.’' k / ^ i k- , i-i • , ; 1 ; ■■,;!!? . ■ ^ I . - . . i j 
/O 4 il^mong the .feqqient* though hot regular, guest^* 
yin leveryj one wa^s glad td see, ivas Mr *Nolan^ . tke 
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retired Mndon’ liosier, a ^entla^ati past 

seventy, i whose square tight foi-eheadj^witk' its ri^id 
hedge of grey hsair^ whose bush j eyebrowsy* slmrp 
daark eyes, and remarkable hooked nose/ 'gaLVe-*^ 
handsome distinction to his face in the’‘'mld:st 
of rural physiognomies. He had married a ^Miss 
Pendrell earlj' in life, when he was a poor young 
Londoner, and the match had been thought as bad 
as min by her family ; but fifteen years ago he had 
had the satisfaction of bringing his' wife to settle 
amongst her own friends, and of being received With 
pride as a brother-in-law, retired from ' business, 
possessed of unknown thousands, and of a most 
agreeable talent for anecdote and conversation gen- 
erally. No question had ever been raised as to Mr 
l^olan-B extraction on the strength 'of' his hooked 
nose, or of his name being Baruch. Hebrew names 
:^‘ran” in the best Saxon families; the Bible ac- 
jcounted- for them ; and no one among themplandS 
and hedgerows of that district was suspected df 


hawing , an Oriental - origin unless ' he earned’^ % 
pedlar’s jewel -bo-X. ^ Certainly, wiiatevet genealo- 
gical research have discoveTedy’the^ wbtthy 

Baruch Nofah was so free from any di'stihotivfe AaAs 
bf religious persuasioii—^he went' to chiutH with* so 
ordinary an izregularity, .and so often grumbled’ at 
the seHnori-^that there was no ground fer classing 
him otherwise than with good Trebian Churchman. 
Hc' was" generally regarded as 'a good-looking ‘'oM 


gentleman, ’and a certain* -thin 'eageitiess = In '’his 


aspect TOs ' attrihaited to the' life of the metropolis, 
swhet*© * namow space had the* same - of effect on 



FEMX Honr, 


ais^^nlthioklyjplantecl trees!' > = Mr ^Tolah Mwajs 
!or<Jered liia pint of;.pcirt|* whioh^ra^er he imcl sipped 
itadittlej was wont- to animate hi^ I'ecollections <f 
the Eoyal. Family, and the , various ininistries w.hicjfe 
had been contemporary with the successive stages 
of his prosperity. He was always listened to with 
interest: ,a mart who had been born in the ye^n* 
,^hen .good old King George mame to the throne^ 
who had been; acquainted with the nude legnf the 
Prince pegent, and hinted at private reasons fok* 
Relieving that the Princess Charlotte ought not; to 
have died— had conversational matter as special to 
hie ^ {auditors as Marco Polo catild ’ have had on Ins 
return, from Asiatic taravel. . , ‘r, .. .M . , 

My good sir,' he said to Mr Wace, as he crossed 
his knees, and spread his silk handkerchief, over 
.thenij ^f-Trarisome maybe returned, or he may not 

be returiied-^that’s a. question , for !Niorth.Ijoamshire ‘'5 

•but I it - makes little difference do the. ; kingdom.' ; < * I 
idoia: t' want to say things which may put-ydunger 
mOn out . of . spirits, , but I believe' this country has 
seen, its best days — I do indeed^' : - • ; dr .il .-j 
, r ■ I am, sorry to hear it from on^.iof:ycmrjex^p@rtencej 
-Mr Kolanj^^- Said the brewer,, a large hapipy-lockiiig 

(mahe good fights iiuyqelfHbefbi^e J!d 
3^.%YaivWOrseiWorld.for,imy boys rdham I’vfe found for 
.JlherOf. isn't -a greater pffeasnl:^ thanidoingj a 
^t'.of plaiting;, and; impg^yfog onC'is btiddihgSjiand 
^nvestiiig..ona’^ qnoney, in- Sorne;, pretty acres. -of,- land, 
yf h-Ciif it turns »up« herje • and . there — land y ou V'je?’ 'kno wn 
^lloafarhoy. ■ n^sty dho^ghti that! 








ig. uiife 'Mkd ft fW ' Wig’s "^ij^ ^tuJ'oiS^ 

doesH t iikt!' i€ for^OnS’k ifeigiitkitifi.'' 'Btit’kdnielio'w,' 
I-beliets 'ii '^on’t go : • if we can’t trust €f6v©fn- 
mebt just now, tlkdtb’s Providence and gW:^ 
setose of tli© country' ; • and there’s' a right db '®*np’ 
—that’s what Fve aiwaVs ■ said ---there’s 'a ' ngiit 1h' 
things. The heavy end ■will get downmbst.' ' And 
if Churcli and King, and every man being' sure of 
his own, ate things good for this country, there’s 
a God above wall take care of ’em.” ■ ^ • 

“ It won’t do, my dear sir,” said Mr Nhlhir— 
“ it won’t do. ' ^ Wlien' Peel and the .'Duke 'tui-ned 
round-about the Catholics in '29, I saw' it was all 
over 'with us. We could never trust ministers any 
more. It w'as to keep off a ’ rebellion, they sitid'j 
but : I say it was to keep their ^lacbs. •“Thfej^ffe 
monstrously fond of place, both ’of them — that ' 1 
know. Here Mr • Holan changed the crossing of 
his legs, and gave a deep cough, conscious of ha'tihg 
made a point. Then he w'ent on — ^^TVhat We want 
is a king with a' good will of his own.' • ’ Tf #'e’d'''hk\l 
that, WB shouldn’t Tiave’ heard what' ’■ire’ ve li&d 
tWay; PefOrm WchiM 'riOver haie'cobie to this pass.* 
When 'our >godd old'Eittg Geidrge "the '■'fhifrd' 'heard 
his' ministers talking 'abcmt Oathdlie'Eniancinktion,' 
he 'boxed "their ears ’ air round.' "Ah'’ poor sObl ! he 
did ’ indeed, gentlfertien,” ended "Mr Nolan, shaken'bV 
a.’dfefep'’ laugh of ■admiration. ■ ■ • • • . . n -, /! 

Well,' 'how, that's- something iilre 'a kin^j’ 
Mr’Crtrttder; ■%h o' ‘Whs an ekger listener. 

“ It was uncivd, though. How’tJid they 'take' it'?*” 
'iMr* Timothy -E&Se, ' A'' ■“gentlenidii' fender ”■ ''from 
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Leek Malton, against whose independent position 
nature had provided the safeguard of a spontaneous 
servility. His large porcine cheeks, round twinkling 
eyes, and thumbs habitually twirling, expressed a 
concentrated effort not to get into trouble, and to, 
speak everybody fair except when they were safely 
out of hearing. 

Take it ! they’d be obliged to take it,” said the 
impetuous young Joyce, a farmer of superior infor- 
mation. Have you ever heard of the king’s pre- 
rogative?” 

don’t say but what I have,” said Rose, retreat- 
ing. “ I’ve nothing against it — nothing at all.” , 
“No, but the Radicals have,” said young Joyce,, 
winking. “The prerogative is what they want to 
clip close. They want us to be governed by:dele^ 
gates from the trades-unions, who are to dictate to 
eve:cybody, and make everything square to their 
mastery.” ; isi 


“They’re, a pretty set, now, those delegates,” said 
Mr Wace, with disgust. “I once heard two, of ’em 
spouting away. , They’re a soH of fellow I’d neiifer 
employ in my brewery, or anywhere else. ■ I’ve .seen 
it again and again. If a man takes to tongue-work 
it’s all over with him. ^ Everything’s wrong,’ , says 


h^ That’s,, a big text. But does he want to mak^ 
everything right? Not he. He’d, lose his ntefxjt, 
‘ We want every man’s good/ say they, ; Why, fhcy 
never knew yet whnt a man’s good., is. . How should 
they ? It’s wprking for his yiqtufl— not gpttingi 


slice of other people’s.” 

^^“,Ay, ay,” said youp^g Joyce, pordially. nM 
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just have liked all the delegates in the country mus- 
tered for our yeomanry to go into-^that’s all. They d 
see where the strength of Old England lay then. 
You may tell what it is for a country to trust to 
trade when it breeds such spindling fellows as those.” 

■ “That isn’t the fault of trade, my good sir,” said 
Mr ETolan, who was often a little pained by the de 
fects of provincial culture. “ Trade, properly con 
ducted, is good for a man’s constitution. I could 
have shown you, in my time, weavers past seventy , 


with all their faculties as sharp as a pen-kuite, Clomg 
without spectacles. It’s the new sysiietii' Of* trade 
that’s to blame : a country can’t have tOo much 
trade if it’s properly managed. Plenty of sound 
Tories have made their fortune by trade. You ve 
heard of Calibut & Co. — everybody has heard of 
Calibut. Well, sir, I knew old Mr Calibut^ as well 
as I know you. He was once a crony of mine in a 
city warehouse ; and now. I’ll answer for it, he has 
a larger rent-roll than Lord Wyvern. Bless yoUr 
soul! his subscriptions to charities would make ‘a 
fine income for a nobleman. And he’s ‘hs’ ghkl’a 
Tory as I am. And as for his town establishment 
—why, how much butter do yo4 think us • consumed 

n - . t H' I f ' • if ' 

there annually ? 

Mr Nolan paused, and then’ his' face glowed with 
triumph as he answered his own- qreestion. '“Why, 
gentlemen, not l^s 'than two thOuSahel p0iihdh’'W 
butter during the few rnonths the family is in tdWn’’! 
makes' property, my 'gobd sir, and-'pro’perfy 


is 'Conservative,' as' they say 'now;' CalibOT's”sdit-iB;- 


law is.= a 
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on .liis marriage. It’s all one web, sir. The .pros- 
perity of the country is one web.” 

.“To be sure,” said Christian, who, smohipg his 
cigar with his , chair turned away from the table, 
was willing to make, himself agreeable in the 00% 
yersation. , “ We can’t do without nobility. Look 
at .France. .When they got rid of the old nobles 
they were obliged to make new\” , “ 

“ True, very ti*ue,” , said Mr Nolan, who “ thought 
Christian a little too.wise for his position, but could 
not resist the rare gift of an instance in point.: ;“,It’s 
the French, Ke volution that has done us harm here. 
JEtyyas the same at . the end. of the last centnry, but 
tire wan kept Tt' pff— Mr Pitt saved us. . I knew Mr 
Pitt. =^1 h^d a particular. interview with him once; 
He joked me about getting they length of his fooh 
fMr Nolan,’ said he, ‘there are those on the, other 
sid^ of ; the .water whose name begins with N.^ Who 
W(mld jbe glad to know w^hat yon know.’, I was re^ 
commended to send an account of thafto tlm news- 
papers after his death, poor man ! but . I’m not; fond 
of that kind of show myself.” Mr Nolan swung hi$ 
upper leg a little, .and pinched’ his lip between his 
thurph and finger, naturally pleased with, his.; own 
moderation. , r . . - 

ipo^very said Mr/Waoej ’cordially. 

“ But < you never said a truer .word than that about 
property. ^ If , a man’s, got ^ a bit -of, property,, a stake 
in the. country,, he’ll want . to .keep ; things • ^square. 
Where, Japk isn’t safe, Tom’s in. dangen .But .thatfe 

; it such an. uncommonly nasty j thing 
a j^n like Transome should- take' Up, with^thesje 
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Badicals. It^s mj belief he Sods* it only to get 
Parliament 5 he’ll turn round when Be gets -there. • 
Come^ Difobs, there’s something to put you- in spirits,” 
added Mr Wace, mising his voice 'a little and looking 
at a guest lower down. You’ve got to vote ifor ta- 
Eadical with one side : of ’ your month, -and ; ainako ' a * 
wry face with * the other but he^ll turn round by- 
and-foyj ' .As Parson Jaok/ says, heV -got dlie right 
sort of blood in him.”'. ‘ : ' !' 

c^re dwifo - straws I vote i for,’”’- said 
Dibfos, sturdily. : ^M’m;, not- going -to! make 5 iaZ/wrjj^ 
facew It' sA^^tdsiito reason-.anaaB shonM'wQte-forhis^ 
landlord. My farm’s in good condition, and I’ve got' 
the best pasture on the estate. The rot’s . never 
come nigh me. Let them grumble as are on. the 
wrong side of the hedge.” . - I li:! 

I wonder if Jermyn’ll' bring, him in^- though,’' f 
said Mr Sircome, the gf eat miller. ^^He’s an' un- 
common fellow for • carrying thin gs through. I knoW" 
hetbrought me through that suit about my -weir . it ^ 
costa pretty penny, but he brought me throbgli.Y.jiU 
' i It’s, a bit of a pill for i him, too^^ having! ltd iturm 
Eadical,’’ said Mr'; Wace.- They 1 say he iGOiuited* |©pj 
making friends with Sir -Maiinfris,/ by , this . iyo-ang) 
one hbomin^ tern© » an!d - Joining with* ? Mr i 
, ' But ' Fil Ibdt* a pehnyi he ihrihgsl 'I^ransomie^ 
said Mr Sircome. Folks say he hasn’t got! ‘ manjy 
votds flti^reaboui^p rbiiif towards Duffidld, / add aUi there, 
wheaif theiEadicklsl4re, eveiybody’s for hirriii 
Ohristian;B//£loiiie — rsyoii’fe at? the! f(iWiitainh44d^-^-rf\^^ 
d® they? my ahbut.it n 6 % kfe theiMtoor?” Ur// t 

iil^heh* general - dtteptioni wte hailed- to tCJkdstian, 
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young Joyce looked down at his own legs and 
touched the curves of his own hair, as if measur- 
ing his ouTi approximation to that correct copy of 
a gentleman. Mr Wace turned his . head to listen 
for Christianas answer with that tolerance of inferi- - 
ority which becomes men in places of public resort.- 
“ They tliink it will be a hard run between Tran- 
some and Gtirstin,” said Cliristian. It depends on 
Transome's getting plumpers.” ^ . 

Well, I know I shall not split for Garstin,” said 
Mr Wace. “It’s nonsense for Debarry’s voters to 
split for a Whig. A man’s either a Tory or not a- 
Tory.’’ 

: “ It seems reasonable there should be one of each 
side,’ f said Mr Timothy Eose. “I don’t like show- 
ing favour either way. If one side can’t lower the 
poor’s rates and take off the tithe, let the other try.” 

“fBut there’s this in it, Wace,” said Mr Sircome. 
“Thmi not altogether against the Whigs. For they - 
don’t want to go so far as -the Eadicals do, aind when 
they, .find they’ve slipped a bit too far, tbey’U hold* 
on all the tighter. And the Whigs have got the 
upper hand now, and it’s no use fighting with the® 
current. I run with the- — ' 


Mr- Sircome checked. -himself^ looked fortively at 
and} to div^t criticism, ended with^r-'!^ eh, 

■!;' /,.< , , ,i ' , J:' Til 

ieitl eiipient WMgs^* ■ sifi * s Mir -^Fox 
w^ ^ saids Mr -l^loian.’ . Mr! ..‘Fo® was ?a 'great 



oralw. -I '.Bd. 


•I -r 


sgdKxI dead. ‘ He' was; veiydii- 
lunate with the erf Walek ? ; > If’ve /seem' 


Dukd'*4f?, 


toof^goi ihoine*' 


■ht 
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■with their hats crushed. Mr Fox was a great leader 
of Opposition : Government requires an Opposition. 
The Whigs should always' be in opposition, and the 
Tories ’ on the ministerial side. . That’s ' what the ' 
cpnntry nsed.-to like^ . / The Whigs for salt and 
mustard, the Tories for meat,’ Mr Gottlib the hanker ■ 
used to say to . me. Mr Gottlib was a worthy-man. 
When there was a great run on Gottlib’s bank in' 
T6^ I saw a gentleman come in with bags of gold, 
and say, ^ Tell Mr Gottlib there’s plenty more where I 
that came from.’ It stopped the ; run, gentlemen^ 
it did indeed.” , ■ - / r, . 

This anecdote rwas received j with great admiF, 
ation, but Mr Sircome returned to the previous * 
question.: . : : . , . , . 

.‘f There < now, you, see, Wace it’s 1 iright i^^tihere i, 
sh6uld.be: Whig^fias w^ell as Toriesr-tBh: .and Fot^Tir^l 
I’ve!alwa;^s heard them go togeti]Leh;” . ■ i 

“Well, IdonT lik6 Garstin,” said the brewer^j-dtli 
didn’t like his conduct about the Ganal Oompanyi: 
Of ’ the two, I like Transome best. If a nag isrto 
throw me, I say, let him have some blood.” , : i, ; r: t 

^ ^ As for blood j W ace, ’ ’ said Mr • Salty, ihe . wool i ; 
factor, a bilious mfopi who - only ; spfoke when there 
was k good opportunity of contradicting,! ask my; 
brother-in-law Labron a little . abbufe rthat. These . 
Transomes are hot the old blood.” U i.j . 

- “ Well, they’re the oldest that’s fbrthcotning,is T 
stippose^’’ said !’.Mr I Waoe, laughingj Unless 
believe in mad j : old- j T ommyi Trouhsem. ,1 . ! 
whSrerthat old^poaching fellow : is no fc .h v 

“I saw him half-drunk the other dayy[[, said your^. 
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Joyce. ^ tff'HeVi got a flag-basket with handbills in^ 
it^over bisishoulder.’^ • • ■ •' 

thought the old fellow was' dead,’- said Mr-' 
Wace. Hey 1 wh}^, Jermyn,”' he went on inerrlly,! 
as he turned round and saW the'i attorney entering ; ^ 
^‘yoii Radical 1 diowvdare yon show yourself in thisj 
Tory house? Come, this is going a bit too far.:* 
We don’t mind Old Harry managing onr law^ for ns/ 
—^that’s hia proper business from time immemorial' j ‘ 
but^- ■ , ■ ' ' : : 


^‘ But— a— e” said Jermyn, smiling, always ready 
to carry on a joke, to which his slow manner; gaVei 
the piquancy, of surprise, ^4f he meddles with poli- 
tics ^hevimistlbe a/ Tory.’’ : i’ ‘V; ' . ’ 

Jeimyn was not afiuid to show himself anywhere - 
in': Treby: : rHe knew many people were not exactly 
fond of him, but a man can-do without-' that, f if he 
is prosperous, A provincial lawyer in those -old-1 
fashion^ days as independent "bf perstoal es- 
teem as if he had been a - Lord Chancellor. ’ < ' i 


« There was a I good-humoured i laugh dt ,thi^ uppers 
end of the room as Jermyn seated himself ,at ; about « 
ah equal angle between Mr Wace and/ Christian/ 

- W e ' were tall^g ’ about old- Tommy' Trounsem i; s 
ypn remember him?' They i say- (hef’s itumed mp/ 


s«MI Mb' Wace. 




/ - i ; J ' ! ' * " 1 ' ^ - 't j ^ 


£{ 


Ah?” said Jejkaym^ Mdiffdijently.‘/tf^^Bufc^-+Hiarf^ 

t(Ni!ay-^ — bhit I'f’wafhtediT"^/ see 


you^ 




iahd ef 


-the comer foii 


ihad a hands€hidjbffdr?for ybuir^tei 
hot at libeitj^4o ^y hrbMlwheyii^bht to 
fb'''tempt/you./J:^/ '^'lt Nil 1 1 
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“ It won’t tempt me,” said Mr Wace, peremptorily.^; 
“iif I’ye got a bit of land, I’ll keep dt. It’s, bard 
enough to get hereabouts.” ■: . ; 

“ Then I’m to understand that you refuse, all , ne- 
gotiation?” said Jermyn, who had ordered a (glass 
of sherry, and was looking round slowly as he sipppd 
it, till his. eyes seemed, to rest for the ihrst.-time on 
Christian, tliongh he had seen him at once on entei- 
ing the room. 

Unless one of the confounded, rajilw^ys should 
come. But then I^U stand outj^ndi 
foriU'^ ' ‘ r, - I ., r' r ■ ‘ 

There was a murmur of approbation | the railiwaj^s 
were a public wrong much denunciated in Treby. 

“A — Mr Philip Debarry at the Manor now?’’ 
said Jermyn, suddenly questioning Christian, ^ in <' a 
haughty tone of superiority wliich he often chose 
to -use. . 

“Noj” said Christian, “he is expected to-nioiTOW- 
morning.” 

, ,^^Ah!^- — 


‘ J - J »■ !* 

— ” Jermyn paused a moment , or. and 

then said, ^ You are sufficiently in, his-,conr^,dj@iine, 
I think, to carry, a, nios^ge. Yo him with. ,a 
document?” ’ , ^ r * ^ 

“ Mr Debarry- has often . truetod , nje 
Christian,, witli, much ppolnesa tlm, .business 
is yours, you can probably find some one' you icnpw 
better.” ■ - , . 

Tphfre \yaa a, little wndving anc^ 
tho,8e, of the, oqinp^y (who heand.dlns. an^s^Oi;.,.. 

'Offhnee h if yqn 
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do me tlie favoiir to step round to my residence 
on your way back, and learn the business, you will 
prefer carrying it yourself. At my residence, if you 
please — not my ofSce.” 

Oh very well,” said Christian. I shaU be very 
happy.” Christian never allowed himself to be 
treated as a servant by any one but his master, and 
his master treated a servant more deferentially than 
an equal. 

“ Will it be five o’clock ? what hour shall we 
say?” said Jermyn. 

Christian looked at his watch and said, About 
five I can be there.” 

“ Yery good,” said Jermyn, finishing his sherry. 

“ Well— a-^Waoe— a— so you will hear nothing 
about Pod’s End .^” 

^^Notl.” 

A mere pocket-handkerchief, not enough to swear 
by— here Jermyn’s face broke into a smile — ■ 
without a magnifying-glass.” 

‘^Never mind. It’s mine into the bowels of the 


earth and up to the sky. I can build the Tower of 
Babel on it if I like — eh, Mr Nolan?” ^ 


“ A bad investment, my good sir,” said Mr Nolan, 
who enjoyed a certain flavour of infidelity iii this 
smart reply, and laughed mubh at it in his inward 



See now, how blind you Tories are,” said Jer- 
myn, rising ; ^ if I had beeii your lawyer, Fd have 
had you h&w artother forty-shilling fireehblder wdtn 


that land, and all in time for this election. But — a 
— verhmt ^ttpient^us comOs’ a little too late now.” 



THE RADICAL. 



Jermyn was moving away as he finished spealdng, 
but Mr Wace called out after him, We’re not so 
badly off for votes as you are — good sound votes, 
that’ll stand the Eevising Barrister. Debarry at the 
top of the poll ! ” 

The lawyer was already out of the doorway. 




f V ' r , 
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CHAPTEE XXL 


Tis grievous, that with all ainplifteation of travel both by sea and land, 
a man can never separate himself from his past history. 

Mr J ermyn’s handsome house stood a little way out 
of the town, surrounded by garden and lawn and 
plantations of hopeful trees. As Christian ap- 
proached it he was in a perfectly easy state of 
mind : the business he was going on was none of 
his, otherwise than as he was well satisfied with 
any opportunity of making himself valuable to Mr 
Philip Debarry. As he looked at Jermyn’s length 
of wall and iron railing, he said to himself, “ These 
lawyers are the fellows for getting on in the world 
with the least expense of civility. With this cursed 
conjuring secret of theirs called Law, they think 
everybody is frightened at them. My Lord Jermyn 
seems to have his insolence as ready as his soft saw- 
der. He’s as sleek as a rat, and has as vicious a 
tooth. I know the sort of vermin well enough. I've 
helped to fatten one or two.” 

In this mood of consoions, contemptuous pene- 
totion, Christian was shown by the footman into 
private rocm attorn^ , sat sur- 



Tlflj) JlkDlQkh. 


rounded ! witH TiiassW oalfeiir - bookK^ases, 
farnituii’e tq Dorfraspoindjr from! , , 4:110; ikipk^st p leg’ged 
libj’ary rtafelo-^ to ^ the : palendar fand iOp^rd-traok. 

It ifaa the, sort ef afpom ia mai,! prepare^ for, ,kini^elf 
when he fe^leisux^ pf ,and respectably rfat^pie- 

He was leaning bapk . in ,ln^ leather ohan!, ag^nst 
the broad window ppeping 9^ the law% ,andiliad 
taken oif his spaytacles-and let ithe newspapep: falLon 
his knees, in despair, of readwag hj. the fading .light. 

Wlien the foqtman opened the door and sai4 
Christian,” Jermyn, said^. '^(^Qod rWepinf, 
tiam , Be seated,” :pointing. t^ 


splfv^nd iihsi ;^indaw-.7/ nJ^igkt 
shelf, John, b^tdeaye ,the bUnde ak?n^ .,■ i’l 

He did not speak again till the man was gone out, 
but appeared to be referring to a doGumeni wbiph 
lay on tire bureau byfore kin)* , 
closed, b^ drew.kimself! uptraga.in, b^an to rub his 
hands/, and turned towmfds his visitor, who, .seemed 
perfectly indifferent to the feet that the- attorney, was 
in shadow, and that the light fell on himself., ^ 
A— your name — a- 7 -is Henry Seaddpn.’’; v 

There was a. start through Christiajr’s, frenae which 
he was quick enwglb, wlwst |SimuiL|^ppppsly,i ite /ti|y 
and disguise, as, a obaE^^;Qf:P98t|iplV:r 

hi^ lags and; pphtittonedki§;cqaty,,. ,|]^^^ bai ted 

tima to say Manytlrog, mi Witb; slqw 

8 , 

H’i -'Jj -i'-'h. ,/r^jki */{'. .tjufj 

You/wory bom on the, ,lfith pf Peceinb^r^4?^> 
®ii , pia.i>hes#. . Mkm ms ; a, 
ip X'Qn4o»fi.feai4iedtp^^iw.yqv 
leaving an extensive business ; before, 
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and-twfeiltj-yoii Bad nm through tho ’gre'ater patt of 
th^ prbp^rhyj and had compromised ‘;yoitr safety by 
aii attempt to defraud 3^0iir' Creditors. ’ Stibseqnently 
you forged a- checki on 'your fUtheks elder brother; 
who had iiltetided ^0 make yoif his'dieir/’ ‘ ■ * 

' Here Jcritiyii paused a momeut and referred td 
the document. Ohristiaxi Was sileht. ' ' * ' 

j ' S' ^ 

1808 you found it expedient’ to leave this 
country’ in a militaiy- and .were taken pris- 

oner by the French. On the > occasion of an ex- 
change ' of prisoners yCti had ’ tlie • opportunity > of 
returning to your own couiitryj and to the bosOin 
of your own family.' -You were generous enough 
to sacrifice that' ‘prospect in favour of a fellow-priS- 
ohdr, of about ^rn'ur own age ‘.and figure, who had 
tbcrh pressing* reasons than ydumelf for ’Wishing- to 
be on this side of the water. You exchanged dress; 
Mggage, and names with him, and he jessed to 
England instead of you '• as ‘ Henry Scaddoii. ‘ ‘ Alfnost 
imniediately aftierwards yon ' escaped fern your im-r 
prisonment, affcerdeigning-an idness which prevented 
your exohangd of names' frdm being discCvered f and 
it Was reported that you-^that is, yctr under the name 
df your felloW-piisdner-^were drdwn'ed^ in an open 
bd^'tryingdo reach a' ^Neapolitan tessel b'oted fdr 
'Nevertheless^ I Irave^ ’td cbxj'gratdlate' yon oii 
rf' tibiafi' tepioA, Ma' 'oil''tlie'- c6rtaiaty 
that you are now, after the lapse of mhW' 
twiSfty''5reai^y*4eil?6d**Ji4r^’4h SSffefy!’ 

Jetiiiyn''pAteW'6o' IhH^-fth^' lae evidefitly 
awaiting Afr'k^t iGHristJail lepMed, lii 


iiti i 




tone-^'n,' 




littl i ;,>'/! 
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: Well, sir, ; liestyd > mueii^ longer ' stories, i ’thaii’ 

that told qmte as : seleniiilyy not a 

word of trirth.: in'* theih; - Siippose'd , deny^-diaie IvOry 
peg yon hang yonr statement on- * STiiip|)Os© I- say » I 
am not Henry- Soaddon.’i’ ■ ^ d ; 

A — in that case— ^a,” said Jermyn, with wooden 
indifference, “yon would lose the. advantage wihich 
may attach to yonr possession of : Henry Scad* 
don’s knowledge. And at the same time, if it weres^ 
in the least — a — inconvenient to yon that yon should 


he roGOgnised as* Henry Spaddon^ yonr 'denial! Wotlld 
not . prevent me -frdhi holding 

evidence which I possess on that ' pnint^;):dif.iivonldf, 
only prevent. from rpnrsn^ Ithe presentobd'iiver- 


sation. 


j? 


i !•■ 


! t"!-,! K''‘ i.-'i 


... T. ^ 

' J , 1 


^tWelly sir, suppose we admit, fc)rithei.6aker0ftthei 
conversation,; that yonr accbitnt ofl »to:e 
true onfe : wha«t> advantage Have yon td -offer thO man'^ 
named Henry SfCaddon ? ■ . , » ; 

? , i“ The advantage^a — is problematical ; but 4ti ibaayi 
be considerable. It might, in factjAeleaae^yoh fecton 
the necessity of anting as, conrierj or*rlT-fe^vfd^,<^ow 
whatever other -offic© * yon i liiay ^ectipy i>'^hjoh .pr 
vents yoti from. ! (bding yonx« |Owti < piaister.* r/iQii4tfee/ 
other .h^nd,i cmy, acqtaintance .witfclyonr sefc^eh^not * 
necessarily a disadvantage tb:yoh. t|>Toi|>#festhe 
t erdn j a pntshelly X >dm^iiibt mclined-7-^ah^gintna^ 

— to do yon any harm, and I may he ablehto!do*»;^ni 
a considerable service.” .ao f “ 


“ Which yOh' Waitt* »me /ton ©am / i 
Christiail. = Xon ’ 'offer me i aj tnm» in ^ i Xott^y < 


^tiBreciselyv >Tihe ? imattet dii 


-■tfe'.'fiO’fi-ncKi 
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fgWrtW|r jouy except— it. may yield 

yo^?^ puke, f We lawyers ;iia¥© t© do witH < complk 
oajtrf qtiestioiis, and-^a— legal stxMetieSj whicii are 
^eTeu—a — fbHj kBown ©Ten to the parties imme-t 
diateh^ interested, still less to tlie witnesses^ ShaE 
we agree, then, that you continne to retain ^two- 
thirda of the name which you gained by exchaiBge,^ 
and that you ©biige me by answering certain ques^ 
tions as to the experience of Henry Scaddoni^” i! I« 

; “Yery gocKl. €fo on.'^ : 

' “ What articles of property, onoe belonging td 
your feBow-prisoner, Maurice Christian Hycliffe, do* 
you ©till retain ?” ‘ . . * 


fiVUnsiimg,^^ said Ginristian, twirling; roun^ the 
fine seal-ring on his finger, “ his watch, and the littlie^ 
matters timt^ihur^ with it, and' a^caseiof ! papers^ 
i got rid <Df«a gold ' snuff-box ®n<?;@ whte-I' was’ hard^* 
upt u I blothes ' are alh gone,; of cctorse. We eXr' 
changed everything; it was. all 1 done m lorry^' 
Bydafie thhu^t we! ^houid .meet again in 'Englafid 
^ feng,> add he was madxto fgdt therb-> • Hrel' that ' 
was mapoesible^Iimeafi that w®^ should ’meet sooii ■ 
M Iridon^tjfknow whafe beeohtie ofi'him^ 
w^ldgive up his papers anditherwartch, and.so-' 
oh«4-#i0ngV you ^hmow, it ; wais^;i| whoi the < 


le^'felt 




^e^tenibefoit; Being moved ’ 
t<if^¥eEdan^!nd,, >>,!■ V:;va I hnn .un.;:! 





^ wery ? » panferculii^’' ^ f *g^id ^ 
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beesTi tbe Hannoverian army~aiiigT>spiri'|e(i ;f^few^ 
took nothing easily; not over-strong Jn He 

made a fool of himself with marrying 
there was the devil to pay with the girrs’ relations <; 
and then, when the prisoners were ordered ofj ‘they 
ha4 to part. Whether &ey ever got together - again 
I don’t know.” . 

“ Was the marriage all right then ? ” • ' ; 

“ Oh^ all on the aqnare— nivii marriage, chunch — 
everything. Bycliffe was a fool— a ;good-n#tufed, 
pi^oud, headstrong feflow-. , , . u-.7 

“ .IIpw long did the marriage yon 

left Yesonir'/^ . 

^fAhont thi'ee months. I was a witne^ to the 


marriage.” 


“ And you know no more about the wife '»?r! 

, , \\ Hot afterward^. I knew her very before^ 
pretty Annette — Annette Ledrn was her name,. She 
was, of a gpod family, .apd tliey had made, np a fine 
nrateh for hen But she ;was (mo of ypnr meek HttLe 
diablesses, who have a will of their own 
their lives — ^the will to choose' then* 


“By elide was not open, to you, ahpn|i,his^ .other 

adairs?”. j,. i; ■: ! ui 

“ Oh no-y-a/fellaW:,yon dares to,apk,^^ 

question of People told him everyth#gy-bht;^he 
tofd , nothing in , netnm- » jf Jd^fdame, r imnette ]ever 
found hinifagain, ,^be rfonnd her lord- with 


a, y^ngeanoe ; ^ hnt s she ' i^pdog-i r^ow- 

eyer,^ her d^mily a., prisoner 

her — to -preye^t.he^^i, naming., ;!away4^^ ■>. r; 

, “ goq4, , Mnfih what ‘So 
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obliging as to say is irrelevaiifto any possible ptii-L 
pose of mine, whicb, in fact, has to do 'Only witH' a 
mouldy law-case that might be aired sdme datl 
You wiU' doubtless, on your own account, maintain 
pmfeot silence on what has passed ^ between us, and 

vnth that condition duly preserved— a— it is possible 

that— a— the lottery you have put into— as yoti db- 
serve may turn up a prize,” 

business you have with 
me? suid Oiiristianj rising, j . 

“All. You will, of course, preserve caii-efuily all 
the papers and other articles which have so mahy- 

a—reoolleotions— a— attached to them 

■ - Ohyes.^ If there’s 'any chance of Bycliffe turn- 
mg up again, I shall be sorry to have parted with 

thesnuffboir; but I was -hard-up at Naples. In 
fact, as you see, I was obliged dt last to turn 

■;''f_An.exoteedingly Agreeable life- for a foan of some 

—a— accomplishments and-^^i-^no ihcorae,” said 

Jerm^, rising,- and reaching" h -candle, which U 

placed' .against his' desh.' ^ . 

■ <Dhris-tiaH= knew this -was a sign that he was ex- 
pected to go, but he lingered standing, with one 
hand-'^on- the baoh'df his''dhadt.-i -At'lasVh^^ said 


M M f 


! t . I t 

d rS -tob clever,- 'lEf ’‘Jemfynjmbt to p’eh 

^6''bbimAlde‘a’fodrttr.S’ i--'- 

tef • # Itethaps beia ^tiii- better' guan 

•*‘-m oia-4«iab*i» ti'W 
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folt himself injured, is dead now, .and Ruvnot afraid 
of creditors after more than twenty, yeat?-^^ : u \ 
Certainly not ;—r-a- — ^there may indeed be . clahns 
which can’t assert , themselves — a — legally, which 
yet are molesting to , a man of some reputation. 
But yon may perhaps he happily free from such 
fears.” 

Jermyn drew roniid his chair towards the bureau, 
ai^d Christian, , too acute to persevere, uselessly, said, 
“ Gfood day,” and left the room. . : r, . - 

After leaning back in his chair tQ reflect , a. few 
minutes,; Jerrnyn wrote \ the 'following detter ;--^ \ 


Dear Johnson^ — I learn from pour letter , received 
this morning^ that you intend . returning to down ori: 
Saturday. . . , , ' ■ ^ \ : > 

While you are there^ he so good as to see Medwin, 
who uSed to he\kjoith'B Cowley ^ and ascertain from 

him indirectly, and in the course of conversation on 
oth^r topics, whether in that old business , in 1810 x 11 ? 

.alias. Bycliffe, or Bycliffe] Soaddon^i ke^i 
fore his imprisonment, gave Bait ^ Cowley wnputeok^. 
son, \tQ \ thad ^heir^dSi iMrTiedi oHd^ to 

hau^ cMldi i)f,ke< ^quesUofi) las/^'m hno^fiis*^ofjn&] 
pxac^ml jmpoHomce ; Imt ^f iit^sk to e^diPuup . an^. ab- 
stract of tho^ Bycliffe , case, a)id' the epca'cd' position 
wkiefnt stood before the suit; was‘ closed \bftke dedth.of 


tk^ plaintiff irt order : that, if Mr ^Mmmld iTramo'mdi 
deskes it,^he n^^isee hdm the failwo of th^ lasDMMiM 
i secured i the, , Durfepr O^nan^me.* title-, ? cmd whether 
thime \is, 4 haid s-hreadth of i eh<mce ; tKat another edaim 



he mt ; M 
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^ is fiat shadow of such d dkahi^ 

For even if Bait ^ Cowley Were to suppose that 
had alighted an a surviving representative of the By^ 
ctifes, if would not enter into their heads to set wp^d 
new elaimj since they brought evidence that the last Mfi 
which suspended the Bycliffe remainder teas extinct he^ 
fore the case was closed^ a good twenty years ago, - ’I 
Btill^ I want to show the present heir of the Durj'ey- 
transomes the exact condition of the family title to kM 
estates. So get jne an answer from Medwin on the 
above-mentioned point • 

1 shall meet you at Duffield next week. We 
get Transome returned. Never mind his having been 
d Uule roughHhe other day, but go on doing what you 
know is necessary for his interest. ‘ His interest is mine\^‘ 
which I need not say is John Johnson! s. ■ H 

^ Yours faithfully, 

' ' - / MATTHEW JERMYN\. 


• ^ •i 


. ‘Wbeii tW attorney bad sealer!' this letter a«a' 
leaned' back in feis ehair again, be' was •inwardiy'' 
sayings ^ ^ 

'“Ifcxwj Mr' Harold, I shall shut ttp'thfe affeir'in w 
private ' drawet till yon cboo8e to take any extreme'' 
B«ea9oaresi''w3«e4t wiM forde 'me to bring- it -oaft 
bave-'^je- tnirtteT' ebtirriy in my* own power. 
an©\\bA -kn©^ about' -tii^ 'girFs ''-Wrtbi! 

No-e«ffi.-^Bbk>8c*(Saoti«^^ ole(ibh> 4b'©> ovidenoe afeonis 
I'-kad- I’ve- got .S^addok ’nnder my 'tbnmb; 
woep^yhyBelf- and- #hb'ie''a‘IiiHb> 

fflf-'5^seM)'.-knoWei-tfci*-ithere ^'tic'onir- Indf^-dead -Mib' 

may presently leave the girlka 







to ik^ , Byolifife kairsli Ip# ., I ; 

M^tkurst wkatfiar ‘ Cpvvky.. 

ByoHffOy : of ; ;tit.i& ,wosi$»a jhaving ; eopii^t’^fco 
I $liall Bold ^11 tka tkroads bietwaoi^ my thgmh ai 
kiiger, I cm usa tfee evideiojoe I cm n' 

. soj:if Mip HaK)M pimk^s mo #> 

ami tfejraatea® mp mth Ghancary . rum,^ : | Imvc 
m opposmg • i tlmoat, wkiok-. .will i eitkar saye . m# s (t 
tern i^ito a pwiskmegt &r vr-VMi;.i^ J 

jni JIp5r<)so,p)ttt cmt ik mmilas, laaft 
back to tbe fu-e, looking ont-^lt 
jfe>.bj0Fck 

Qnif^ ltbotigb^,iWaJ^' ; foaming oyar 
yaats fiilecl witb dovioes more or IbBs dfevory 
4)r Ices desirable to be avowed Tbo^-wbi^ii 

g 

be, avowed with imp*mityt were Miiii®- 

tingnished nae ^ - ilniooent - by . Oomp«iioa i wtllh. , 

?whic^ it ‘ :Wa^ f advi^aWo to oonceak ’ Jn a prole^siot 
where much that is noxious mav be doiie- -wi 

V 

disgrace, is a oonsoience : likely to. ;be 
when oirouhmta3aces- have urged 
the line hk g®odtfeQhihoaii inferno 

him hware that (w#hl {diseovarfl) ^ikgi^sme im ?llfe% 

N*'';. r.fm fi/rtnul, 



tp: begin s? i 


:f);f l»ih 


'the §m^f 


: u [With. * regard- - to - ttte l*3lra&i®aihe 
had-ba:^ in pressibg nebd Mht 

with himi ito get* it for thefo i; fwa^itJlo^he 



-that 3 he not; consider hm imm 

he, had jender^: searvioes mbh f as are; meve® t 
fis^ddl?! i h If . it came/ lo < a «quj@^on» x>: 
msMad #f law j ; ; the i : kteii « |nsli &0 
-dvietfdoh^^tedbeen done bn hehail o|4to 3^^ 
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It:*liad' been a d^ticedly unpleasant thing for hitn'tli 
get Bjclifie arrested and thrown into prison as 
Soaddon^perhaps' liastenihg Manas' death in thMt 
Way;'' But if- it- had* nbt been’ done by dint of hik 
(Jermyn’s) exertions and tact, he would like to know 
where the Burfey^^Transomes might have been by 
this ‘ time; * ‘ A® * for right or Wrong, ■ if the truth were 
known, the very - possession of the 'estate by- the 
Durfey-Transomes - was ' owing to - iaW-triOks th^ 
to6k< plade n’earty a century ago, when the ‘Original 
old’ Burfey got his base fee. ! > i, i y-f 


. .-iBut inward argument of this sort now; as alWays; 
Was! i merged on ranger, in exasperation, that Harold, 
precisely Haiold Transome, should fhave turned out 


tOrhe^the’^ -probable’ instrument *6f a visitation- which 


wduid h'e "bad luck, not justice! ; ' ' for - is there any 
justice- Where* ninety-nine out of a hundrkl escape ? 
i[o<foitohimself beginning to hate Harold as he bad 

tevfer ’'' ' ‘''.1 '•'‘■• J -’ •* ; < >■ ■' 


♦'ddust^then ' J'kmyrfS' daughter, a tali "shin 
girl', 5 wrapped in a i white woollen -shawlj* which* she 
had ! hung h over ; i hhar » • blanket - wjs©, ’ skipped - across 
tiel Ukbwn .towards the* * / gr ednlibuse to * iget i w fl ower. 
Jermyn was startled, and did not identify ■ Ihe 
oh he>dde!iajMfifed'it dalsely • with -andther 

wMteidoiapped 'figure Iwhich- * had-ii^meiimes'' odt 
li[M3S^>hfaitWibeatMg.fjifU ^thiarty^ years 

ihe.' was - >fully btek^dn^ ♦ thoSb 
diSfiiant » yeansr i when 1 • he aucd / BnotJber = 1 birigh b ^ eyed 
per^n bhadt^h^l^no reasqn iwiiy-fjlheytis!&uM^*n<^ 


reir^v 


reane^for. theirisei!vd& their dives nghould b^ >na:ade 
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delightM in spite of unalterable external conditions. 
The reasons had been unfolding themselves grad- 
ually ever since through all the years which had 
converted the handsome, soft -eyed, slim young 
Jermyn (with a touch of sentiment) into a portly 
lawyer of sixty, for whom life had resolved itself 
into the means of keeping up Ins head among his 
professional brethren and paaiptaining an establish- 
ment — into a grey-haired husband and father, whose 


third affectionate and expensive daughter pow rapped 
at the window and. ioalled to M papa, get 


ready for dinner ; 


are 


eonai 


don’t you remember that the 


. r * 





S30 


FEtlX HOLT/ 


CHAPTEB xxw: ; 

' ' • - A I , , ' i ' ■ ■ " * i ’ ■ I f t 

Her gentle looks shot’arrows, piercing him 
' ; As gotls ate piieucetlj ‘Wiilli poison off sweat pHy . ^ , 

M I':!- :i)’ f ? ' ; 1 > '■ 'i . / 

The evening of the market -da^y ikiafl passed, mil 
Felix had not looked in at Maltlioiise Yard to talk 
over the public events with Mr Lyon. When Esther 
was dressing the next morning, she had reached a 
point of irritated anxiety to see Felix, at which she 
found herself devising little schemes for attaining 
that end in some way that would be so elaborate as 
to seem perfectly natural. Her watch had a long- 
standing ailment of losing; possibly it wanted 
cleaning; Felix would tell her if it merely wanted 
regulating, whereas Mr Prowd might detain it un- 
necessarily, and cause her useless inconvenience. 
Or could she not get a valuable hint from Mrs Holt 
about the home-made bread, which was something 
as sad as Lyddy herself? Or, if she came home 
that way at twelve o’clock, Felix might be going 
out, she might meet him, and not be obliged to call. 
Or— but it would be very much beneath her to take 
any steps of this sort. Her Watch had been losing 
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for the ia^ two months— why sfiDmlci it not' go oii 
fosing a little longer ? She oonM iof -M) de- 

"Voices that were not so transparent a^^tO'M ttidigni- 
^ied.. AE the more undignified becanse FeliX' 
to Kve in a way that would prevent any one from 
classing him according to his education and mental 
refinement — which certainly are very high/’ said 
EstEer inwardly, colouringj as if in answer to some 
contrary allegation, ^^else I shotild hot think his 
opinion of any consequence.” But she camie tid the 
conclusion that she could not * 


% 





: ( .4 


^ foEo%ed that Up! fo a few min past twelve, 
wiien she reached the turning towards Mrs Holt’s, 
site beheved that she 'should go home the other wa^| 
"b-nt at the last moment there is- always a reason- ndti 
ei^isting before — namely, the impossibility of further 
waciEation. E^the^^ turned the corner without any 
visible pause, and in another nhnuie was inocfeg^ 
Mrs Holt’s door, not without an inward’ 
wHich she was bent on disguising. T 

It’s never yooj Miss Lyon ! who^d 
of ceding yon at this thsue ^ # 

■feiicmght he looked creochy. ’ - Iftyoli hel|^d 
my bonnet '‘om”’ - ff- 

^ Don’t keep Miss nyon m liw uoo^^ 
lier to come in,” said the ringing • voice 
Briin^tiiiiiig variOhs _ 

voices withdni ' ^ • 't-;! ■; 

f I rdy ^idi' ■ for* her to* Come in, I’m suref^^sa 
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to coi^ei iii to? a floor worse than any piiblic. But 
tiep in, pray, if yoiflre so inclined. When Tve been 
forced to take nay bit of carpet up, and have benches, 
I don’t see why I need mind nothing no more.” 

“ I only came to ask Mr Holt if he would look at 
my watch for me,” said Esther, entering, and blush- 
ing a general rose-colour. , 

“He’ll do that fast enough,” said Mrs Holt, with 
emphasis 5 “ that’s one of the things he will do.” 

“Excuse my rising. Miss Lyon,” said Felix; “I’m 
binding up Job’s finger.” 

Job was a small fellow about five, with a germinal 
nose, large round blue eyes, and I'ed hair that curled 
close to his head like the, wool on the back of an 
infantine lamb. He had ^ Evidently been crying, and 
the corners of his mouth were still dolorous. Felix 
held him on his, knee as he bonnd, and. tied up very 
cleverly, a: tiny, forefinger. There was a table in 
front of Felix and against the window, covered with 
his watchmaking implements and some open books. 
Two benches stood at right angles on , the sanded 
fioor^and,six or .seven hoys of various ages up to 
twelve were getting tlieir caps and preparing to go 
home. They huddled, themseltesi .together;,; and 
stood still when Esther entered^ Felix could not 


l^ok ;npdtiUi he. had! finished his. ;8ua]gexy',‘.but he 


r*: i r! i I h.f * / ^ ' L*;'-*' 


•'< if :■ ' ‘ 


i^ia;he|Oj(jMi^^ hyon? ^^ThiS'.is-.JobiTudge,. 
a bold Briton whose finger hurts him, s but who 
doesii’t>mean'IOiery,,?o’Good *rflorni^^ Don’t 

IpM ‘yowitifriet'; eut ..iii 
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Esther seated heirself on tliet end ^of - the bench, 
near Felix, rnnoh relieved that Job was the imme- 
diate object of attention; and the other boys rushed 
out behind her with a brief chant of “ Good morm 
ing !” . : , ,i ^ 

“ Did you ever seey” said Mrs Holt, standingnto 
look on, ^^how wonderful Felix is at that -small work 
with his large fingers ? And that’s because he learnt 
doctoring. Its isn’t for .want of cleverness he looks 
like a poor man. Miss Lyon. ,, I’ve left; off speakiiig; 
else I : should < say dt’s .a ,sin/and^ a shamaf!-t t . < - I 

“Mother,” said Felix, who often amused himself 
and kept g<:^d -.humoured by giving mother 
answers that were unintelligible to her; “‘you have 
an astonishing readiness in the* Giceronian-’anth 
phrasis, considering you have never, ^udiedl oratory* 
There, Job — thou patient man--fsit ^still] if'thOu wilt ; 
and now we can look at Miss Lyon.” ,i 

Esther had taken off her watch and was holding 
it in her hand. But he looked at her, face, or rather 
at her eyes., as he said, “You want met:to (toctor 
y our i watch 

I Esther’s expression, was : appealing' and itimid^ias 
it - had -never been, before, in , il^elixf Si presence 
when shO saw -fthe? ^perfect ? c§bianess| * ,io»i.her 
seebied coldnelBs, .dTibiei clear; greyi e tUS sif t he saw 

no reas(mM|brratt$^<Aib0!S.nyi.emphasi^uto thm fat 
meeting, [, a »;llangi swift >. as .an:?electrio shock darf^ 
thto^gh i far. 1 5 sShoj had- bem3t - very -.foolish to : itfaik 
eo mwehbf ft* Jtvseaimed to her as if heiBmfe^^y 
toriEelif^.madeisa gre^tisgulf hctv^een 
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coLild; not at once rally her J>ride and self-command, 
bmt let her glance fall on her watchy and said, racier 
tremulously, It loses. It is very troublesome. It 
has been losing a long while.” * - 

Felix took the watch from her hand ; then, looking j 
round and seeing that his mother was gone out of ^ 
the room, he said, very gently — - 1 

' ^^You look distressed, Miss Lyon. I hope there 
HO trouble at home” (Felix was thinking of thb 
minister’s agitation on the previous Sunday). ‘‘But 
I ought perhaps to beg your pardon for’ saying so 
hiuch.” 

Pooa? Esther was quite helpless. The mortifica^ 
which' liad' come like a bruise to all the sensi- 
bilities that had been in keen activity, insisted on 
some relief. Her eyes filled instantly, and a great 
tear rolled down while she said in a loud sort bf 


whisper, as involuntaty as her tears— 

W-anfted' to tell you that I was 'not offended — 
that 1 am not ungenerous— I thought ^ you ' might 
thlnk^but you ^ have not ' ti&ought ' of ^ * j 

Was there ever more awkward speaking S^or any 
behaviotir less like that of the graceful,; self^possesfeed 
Mibs ; Lyw, whose phrases were^ uSnally • bo > well 
ttufa ed, ktid whose*' » rbparteeS ' we^'e ^ so^ ' ready 9 ■ » ^ / 
w#(^laimoin@nt;thore w sileide. Either had her 


lifcCle ‘ deiicatbly-glOTed hands ‘ olasped on ' 

^Mt erne ‘band X)i { 
arid ' pf eteig* 4hem ? fijirnly ^ » hdt 
ke^ 'did 'not >i^eakL The 4ears?^4re .bo%hdott^ 
moiv, douldoiook mp^iarfefihiml'f' 


the iBADdOtt. 


ejm: h^S.' aiirexpresslbn -of- 

(Bfeddelnly little Job; wluyiffib4jfeil£*'m 
exerciBes-Jon Ite occasion, mHed oiit,a 




'•¥ Skefstet 




■>'^ M* •■' 


s’ if ^ ‘‘f 






r. i , eMx and ■ E/^feker' langked, laiid. drew 

^id afe tUfetheij ;toob ber.^l2itidkbrri)i!efii 
.tke : iear^^ *froto “ her cheeks, she eajd-Hi i \ .> ; ini u-i^ ? o ? i-, 
- ' Yeu ieej Job, I am a' nanghty'ewaisd^ i" I« caalt 
help crying when I’ve hurt -myselfi^h- ! in 

“Zoo soodn’t kny,” ssid Job, energetibaliy^ ibdbig 
Ithnch impressed with : a moral dooiiine- 
oome to him ’ after a^ sufficient 
Job' fe hke said FeM 2 ^?“ 
than of practice. * But lot ns look at 
he ■ weiit on, opening and exaanining ‘ r 
little; Greneva? toys/ are elderly- i? 
always i la- little .wrong- ■ yoti wfed^’ 

and set > tkern: regularity i every - night, * yon . m^y iaiow 
at f least - that ■ it’s ^ not ^ fwfe^ #ge hmi p<»t» 
there.' • ' . * , ■ ■ ; '!• >•* //'Jit 

/ Felix chatted,, that JSsthed mi^ht ieodwerl 
but now Mrs Holt canae' baici and 
; ) Yon’ll 4xonseii -tny. i ^oing =awjay,j « l! 

Lyon. But there were the:: 4timp|^ toiisee^ 
and ' what little I’ vh ^gcd: lefti tfe toy I 

like to do' well. ^ . Hot’ Hut what I’y© nacire 
to. do '.than fever If had. iaif my lift>befi»to,,ah.y©|a 
tfeM rsoon Aoughfif ylo^ lobk at. 
you’ve fbebnwsed' to' doiiig things and the^nif 
taken alwky. ^dihlyoul aslif-.y^mr haiwlsfiaS kefe 
cut off, and you felt tHe fingers as are 
you.” 


hlvfhi 


ii' II 

lUi^ 
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■'■iWjTbat’s a great iteaga, motker,” said Felix, as<he 
bHappedithfe rMatdh, tdgfethai'jiand handfed it*t® Estier: 
“ I ixener heard yon .-usei such an imagie befQre.i’.''i'.-/ . 

“Fes, I know you’ve always some ‘fault to find 
with what your mdther says. But if ever theitie tyas 
aiWOHian- couid talk with the open Bible before her 
and not be afraid,’ it’s me. I never did tel istori^ 

hnd' II never 'Will ^though I know it’s donej’.’Miss 

Lyon, and by church members too, when: they have 
candles to sell, as I could bring you the proof . . But 
Ii never was :(!)ne .of ’em, let. Felix ^ay What ha will 

about the printing on . the : tickets.! . -His - firthem be. 

iMvfed.-it ' Was .^spel 'truth, and it’s- prebnimptiiohs- to 
sajf lit waar^friiilFor as for curing^ how- Can ahybo^ify 
kmo^ ?' Thdr&’sind physio' ’ll cure: without a blessing, 
and' tott" a I blessing : I know : I’ve seen, a’ musiaisl 
plaister.wcnrfc'when ^therd wae"no.'.mbre'smeU: nor 
s*re!i%thiiiniithe,hlu‘ste,i>d . than soi'nraich . ilomv . And 
reakm gooi— Ibi- thei musrtaid had kin 'in' paper nm 
body knows how long — so I’ll leave you to gu6ss.’’i(! 

■ HMrs.Hoiit' .looked hardi'out df thdi-wIndoW and ^ve 

a shght.martimil^e souikdidfsoor!!.' 'i!/: •,„! 

!^dl?eli».had kaned^baok.in.hiiy.ohawvwth ai'resigned 

srhile^-and wgsfpinchfeigttlobiB-.earsj.iiii tr^'i ..i.i/J 

tfcanfc-tt toad- betted »g6 now;”koA 
fenterfg wtoist eis4 ■todMyp'jjrat.'diotJwisbihg.'to.,^ 
;knmedi^ely,,.<«t.ishhl #*>uW ■.fry.b^vrhmiing 
■away .Alin- SWBMttv fed ifete •ftelfliyAow-.Biteh 
ffliddranibeoihdrermfust'berfbr-F^^ Andkha had 
ctfbeft ibefen i -distofflteptbd*.' witk heri'fajfehi^,'^aatd'i (^Ifed 
idiwatiresoiiie itr; ...rfr Mid ,„,v bj^ f„, 


Jit ? / 
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' . f ^ WHere ,doeis J ob ' Tud-ge ■ liv4 •- she . said,' * still 

sittings ^udj looMh^ !a/t^l^he^l droll! ditto 
hj a ragged jaebet with a tail about tw6 inoi|.es/de^^p 
stoking out above the fhnniest of cdrduroy&^nniilroJ 
: “Job' has two man tons,” sdid^ .'Jf lives 


here. : dldefljr j but he has' ■ another home, ^ where . 
grandfather, Mr Tudge, the stone-breaker, lives. rMy 
mother is very good to Job,. Miss Lyon. She liMs 
niade him a little bed in a cupboard,- and .* she give^ 
him sweetened porridge, ’L . ' ) "s- 5 . -Mir hIi 

" - The exquisite gobdness iimplied-in theseiW^®d^iC^ 
Felix impressed . Esther the . pa4riS,> i beoau ^ }A ’ her 
hearing! his talk had i nauaUyi beenn pui4ig^ilt larid • de- 
nunciatory. : Looking Mrs. Holt,, .she-: saw,, that? her 

eyes had lost theii* bleak north - eastSrJy? 
and wiere, shining iWithi Soule rmiLdao^rcmi^ 
who hjad ) turned ^ round 1 .to '^?^ds^ t 
head against Felix. .^rro 

; (,/hWoIh why ;shouldnlt J.be motherly [to! therbhild, 
Miss Lyouji^ ” said; Mrs rfHoit|iiWhoS^( Sh*eng«| 

of argument required the file of an ina^ginejd'tno 

^eiUOf irSal Wi© ah>hand/s lr“;l^ever 





picked the child iUpi a^ tp<lk^ hi 
surej for ^ thore’s ipobbdj /toel wfeeSi' :he , 

but I [Wasn’t, i going?, f© * beaffc i the 1 5o:^hM ’l^bi^d and 
a^use : him* : because of : that, : and * i as , straight 

an: ? hrif(^w when he’rS: , riph 2 and - nae^ ? s^l' ifoM mMt 

.dreni! and "Only; IM. mei of my ownjtOili\|a,i IBiiti|r#e 
.babies, Mliss;Ly<:^n,- but.the blessed'Loajd onljfjspared 
Felix, jajiad lum < itiiie .-niasterfnll'estiand'-tth^ brownest 
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I did mi' duty by hirii, and^ I'said 
'te’E 'liaw more schooling than his ifatlieitj and hell 
grow up Ml dootorj a'nd marry a woman with-moivey 
to furnishr-^ ■ I wks myself; spoons and everything 
-v<ancl‘I shall have ( the gimdchildren : to- Ibefc np to 
mie, and he darovfe out inuthe gig. sCxmetirnes^ dike 
Mrs -Ejufeyn. And you see- what it*s all'c6me''to 
Miss- feyorr -r hfere’s ' Feiix made a common man -of 
himself;- and saiys 'h'e'ii never be married-*Jwhich ds 
the most unreasonable thing^mnd him- • never eask 
'but' when -he’s got the; child on his Iap, -or:whentet_» 

Stop/ stop, mother,” Felix 'burst in pray- doiik 
that limping argument agaih'-^that a man showM 
marry Jbeeause Ike’s -fbnd-rf dhildiren. - That’s a r«iBon 
for. -not marrying. A foachelorls -children 'are always 
young : they’re immortal. . ohildiren-^always- . lispingj 
waddling, - helpless, and' With' . a ; chance -’of '--ttirniiig 

out good. ji I'j i 

• •"■^TheHIxsrdl .above, maj^ hriow what you Mean! 
And haven’t other . foUtW iohiidferi a chance of turifi 

ing. out’ good !'i. i-. .,,i( 

■"•Oh, -they; grow -on* lof it very fash • iBere's.i,.^ 
Sh^e.n®w|” said i^hx,''tuimin^TtE6 litti«i,Me,rfonnd 
hig! knee, . md hblding hfe. head '.by- tb^i hacfoi^- 
^ M'g«* laaJky^j'tysMlittIe'!fet;that loefcs 
^I 'Pnd ctoi thidte ®k)tbii%;^bigg'^.'tliah!"4 
^wiH.i-'^ei((ia,rg®iiiAnld beay/'.iglndi 


! ! ' I ■ { 





eyei’that teftAe mwe truth than. Jeh'kdew^ wiEnah 
^an^imrAw- idd^jl-fa^todhiteuth ^rfiat'-tl^b-weitM 


THD 


will becbme long * ?^tid ' ■ self-^fcssfedrtfng; \ ^mnd • tfoas little 
tbngae-^ut out thy- tongde^' Job^’"^--dob^/4v^e-$track 
under this cjeretuonjj put out a little^red^tor^tteyely 
tiuaidly— tongue^ liardly bigger' tban 
leaf, will get large and thick, wag out of seasbh/ €b 
miychief^ br^g aud cant for gain or vanity^ add nut 
cruelly, for all its oluinsiness, as if it were a slsarji- 
edged blade. Big Job will perhaps be naughty— ^ — ” 
As Felix, speaking with the loud emphatic distinct- 
ness habitual to him, brought Out this tdfribly 'fam- 
iliar word, Job's sense of inystifbcatibn beeanae 'fob 
painful: he hung his*Ji|)' atid ‘be^in 
“See there,” said"ffi^< flolt, -“you^te fc 
the ^innicent' ohild with* 'such — -and it's enough 

to frighten them that think them selves^ the ’bafesil'l 
* ' Look here, Jobj my mid- Felix, dCtMtigf&e 
boy down' ^nd 'turuin^ hiin ^«gol< td 
Miss Lyon, askdrei? ^Mi#niile^a*t' yOUy%nd- liis&t will dry 
U|yy4mr’ tfe4tls likd‘4 . »'* *' r'’'? }?;!’ •• 

’ ( ‘Job put ' ins two ^ 'brrfWn ’hstd ‘(ki tep/ 

she ■ ‘ st;fi«>ped ' to* ’ kiss ^ 'him. ■ • ; i^Then ^ 

don’t 3^an td be* datghty,- 'Jo!biib^^ 

in us ihohei* = But ndw* nAi'4t I 

' Esthdf rose Urid dkdld'^'ofet ’hler /toiid'^toTMi^^ 
who ‘ kept it while' 'She ' %aid,‘ a litfe ^ to^ Estlafeifs ‘g^- 

t' “ I’aib vdrygladdt'u feodk'ybur 'fancy to eoche keafO 
sumethiies, * MiSs^ Lydni * ' i * kdow ^ you’rb thG»si^l3l' io 
huM * you# ‘ but i: fof peoplefSI ■ llind 

> » Apd^ ‘I'Ui’? - * kny body Had) need " WlftiyEilfe 
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that comes where there's a floor like this — for 
Tve put by my best tea-trays, they're so out of all 
charicter — 1 must look Above for comfort now ; but 

-I don’t say I’m not worthy to be called on for all 
that.” 

Felix had risen and moved towards the door that 
he might open it and shield Esther from more last 
words on his mother’s part. 

^ “ Good-bye, Mr Holt.” 

“ Will Mr Lyon like me to sit with him an hour 
this evening, do you think ? ” 

“ Why not ? He always likeg to see you.” 

, “ Then I will come. Good-byei” 

....“She’s, a .very straight figure,” said Mrs Holt 
“How she carries herself! But I doubt there’s 
some' truth in what our people say. If she won’t 
look at young; Muscat, it’s the better for him. He’d 
need have ja.' big fortune that marries her.” ; ; 

“ That’s true, inotheo:/’ said Felix, sitting down, 
Snatching lip: little , Job, and finding a vent , for some 
unspeakable feeling in ? the pretence of worrying him, 
Esther was father melanclfoly. as she went -homey 
yet happier withal than she had been for many days 
before. V.-EIie thought, I ^lUeed,,, not . minj,. having 
sho’to^:Sd',muchi anxiety ajbouftdfife ppinioii. . He?is;-too 
cter-sigtodi to . mistake pur, mutual . positiopy,; ^jjie 
quite above putting a false interpretation on wh^.J 


have done.vU Beeides;,K,he>ihad >tvOti-thpiight of; me at 
isa;'^. that . plainly; e^oughv-' * Xct J he,. was '-yexy 
^Therp^is, something greater ;aaad b^ter 
I. had imagined^ ;His: /I;^hayiour„tc^d$y::^'t^ 
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motliel* ahd me too— I ©hould call it the 
gentlerOanliness, only it seems in him to he ‘some- 
thing deeper. Bnt he has chosen an iiitoletaHe 
life ; though I suppose, if I liad a mind equM to 
his, and if he loved me very dearly, I should’ chooSe 
the same* life.'’ ' - ^ 

Esther felt that she -had prefixed an impossible 
if to’ that result. But now she had known Felix, 
her conception ' of what a happy love must be had 
become like a dissolving view, in ■ which the * oncO- 
clear images were gradually meltiiig- into new forms 
ahd new colours. ' The fatohrite By¥dnrO heroes' Were 
beginning tO looM^ '^OihetMh^' likd dastl* night's 'de- 
corations sebti’un the sober dawn. ' So fast does' a 
little leaven spread 'within us — so dncalcuMble' iis 
the 'effect df one personality on and'^het.’ - ]^hihd'^all 
Esther’s' thoughts, like *ah hha^(^hdMed^d--^^ cdh-^ 
straining presence,' there was the sense, that if Felix 
Holt were to love her, her life wOttidhe' exalted iUtd 
something quite new—intO ahort 'of difficult 
ness, such as one may imagine^ ih ' beingS" whd' 
conscious of painfully gro wing into the ^poSSeS^idni M 
higher p^o Wets.'*' ' / 

It was diiite true that Felix had ridt thdii^t-tlle 

, • j ‘ , ■ ' ' r i 

mote of ' Esther because' bf that ’Sunday afternoon's 
interview which had khakeh hef ‘ tnind to the ' very 
roots. He had avoided intitidiU^ dn MrhjyCri wl A^ 
duthpddtai reasoh,' ’feecaUse he helieved' the Uiihister 
to be * preoccupied with some private* care. ’ ^ ■ He^Bad 
thought ' a ^reat Ileal 'di’ EStheif ‘ 'With ' a 'ef 

strong 'disapproval and^'ebroh^' 



842 




together made a feeling the reverse of indifference,; 
hut. he was not going to let her have any influence 
on' his life- Even if his determination had. not .beei| 
fis:ed,ihe would have believed that she would utterly 
scorn him in jany other light than/tbgat of ^n acr 
quaintance, and the emotion she had shown to-day 
^d not change that belief. But he ^ was., deeply 
tonohed by this manifestation, of her better equalities, 
and felt that there was a new tie of friendship her 
tween thenn , , That was the brief history Eehx 
would have .given of his relation to Esther., 4-^id 
he was accustomed to observe himself. But, viery 


close and diligent looking at living creatures, evep 
through tlm best microscope, wjill leave room 
new and contradictory disoovories. , 

’ Felix found Mr Lyon particularly glad, to t^lk jn 
him. The minister had never yet disburthened.himi 
self ehont his letter to Mr Philip Dehe^rry conpmning 
the public conference ; and as by this time, he 
all the heads . of. his dispUj^mon fhnrppghly in,,hi^ 
mind, it was agreeable to recite, fhepi, as wcH as tft 

•f 

express, his regret that time had heen tlost,,by,,Mr 
Debarry’s absence from the Manor, which, ha^d..prei 
vented the immediate fulfilnm^^^ ^ I 
, “I^don’t see liow he ca^.;,fqlfli,rit.df tl^iejdlqctpr 
said, Fe]i3f^,,|thin:|iflg itt, jw^l^tp 


the diftle, man’s,, confidence-; 



earthly impcichmcnt, ;and, h.Ci m 

necessary ,tq. his neplxew'S hpi^nT^hfe-^di^b^l^C^ wCf 
an .obligation, Mr Lyom ,,.;^My.yQr^gjh^iend^j| 
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IS a case wherein the prearranged conditions tend by 
such a beautiful fitness to the issue I have sought, 
that I should have for ever held myself a traitor 
to my charge had I neglected the indication.” 



an 
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f 
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CHAPTEE XXIII. 


“ I will not excuse you ; you shall not he excused ; excuses shall not be 
admitted; there's no excuse shall serve; you shall not be excused.”— 
Henry IV. 


When Philip Debariy had come home that morning 
and read the letters which had not been forwarded ' 
to him, he laughed so heartily at Mr Lyon’s that he I 
congratulated himself on being in his private room, ^ 
Otherwise his laughter would have awakened the i 
curiosity of Sir Maximus, and Philip did not wish I 
to tell any one the contents of the letter until he 
had shown them to his uncle. He determined to i 
ride over to the Rectory to lunch ; for as Lady Mary ; 
was away, he and his uncle might be tete-d-tete. 

The Rectory was on the other side of the river, ! 
close to the church of which it was the fitting com- I 
panion ; a fine old brick -and -stone house, with a 1 
great bow-window opening from the library on to the ^ 
deep-turfed lawn, ohe fat dog sleeping on the door- 
stone, anpthet fat dog waddling on the gravel, the 
autumn leaves duly swept away, the lingering clrry- 
santhemums ‘ cherished, tall trees stooping or soar- | 
mg in the most picturesque variety, and a Virginian | 
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creeper tiirmng: a ; little ^ ra a soai^lei 

pavilion] It was- one ' of t^hose' rectoi^ieS’ ^liicli are 
among tlier btilwarks of onr venerable 'instit^'iibils— 
wlxiph arrest disintegrating doubt, serve as k'dbtlbfe 
embankment . against Popery and DisSenf/ 'and’^idlj? 
feminine instinct and affection to reinforce 
sions of mias^uline tbo'nght; " - ‘d ' 

ifiWkat makes; yon look so' mei-ry,' Pbil? ^’ -said- the 
EeGt6r,4S his nepliew^entered the pleks’anff library. ■ ^ 
‘^Something that concerns you/’ ' said > Phflip’ talt^ 
in^;oUt;the letter. ; Al cfefibal cbaSehgej "HjerVs 
aM opportunity; foe 'you; 4b Emulate the ^di^nes hf 'the 
sixteenth oentdny and^iliiaive^adh ’dyeh'^'^Bbhd 

this letter.’^ ^ /o "Xifod 00 .] in I.hco ('>ii 

“i What aiiswet’ have you- sent ' the^ i 


V 

low ? ” said the Eeotor^ keepings' the 
hand andr running- ^ over 1 it i again rad 
brow knit ,5 but leyes tglBaming^without y,ti'y ioali^nit^,* 
: d Oh, 1 1 < sent inoL'ans wer. ' < d awaited^ y onrsi*^ 0 ' » ;■ 1 1 / r, 
0'd M.ine ! ” said; the Eector/ throwing IdbWili^Ee’ bet- 
ter; on; the table. You don’t suppose fe 

hold- a public debate with a schisnlatio'of thatsOrt^ 
I ! should have an dnffdel shbemaker next expecting 
me t0>, answer blasphetoies delivered an bad gratnni^.*’^ 

- i-M But ! you ^ee' hbw he -puts' It/’ - said Phiiipiu^i 
all his gravity of nature-he obuldi not >reeist^‘ slightly 
mischievous prompting,; iihough'ihe^ h4d?a feeiSous fuel- 
ing? /Iiha| huishouldi not ; like to be regaspdfed- ^s 
tot&jlfihhis ^lledgeif' think if: youi refuse; 
be „cbliged»-^^"offc. Imyself. /" *1' • . ; o - . i,:-, 

• .'f«f-;Nonsense:.k5,i[0ell-l Irknlhe isj-hiihself’ kQtftDg^.afe d||l i 
hohbuidable ipaft/ haj « iimterjpi3etil3g y<Durb-wOi^ 


f HOJiW,! 



to .(Jq iaiiy prepogterotis. thing tibat; suits kis 
:Snppo^© I10 had iJ<sked you. to, give him land 
to bnild a chapel on;, doubtless that i would have 
giren; him a ^ lively satisfaetiom' A man who puts 
a iuon-natm-al strained sense on -a .promise/ is- no 
better than a robber/’, 1 

“ But he has not asked for land. I daresay - lie 
you won’t object to his proposaL. I confess 
therp’s pf simplicity and, quaintn^s about the lettei- 
that rather pleases me.” ■ 

^^hnt nae tell you,, Phih he’s a crazy little firefly^ 
tlmt does a great d.eal of harm in my parish,- .He 
Ipflames the Dissenters’ minds on politics. -There’s 
no end to the mischief done by these busy prating 
men. , ! They make the ignorant, multitude the jtidges 
of; the; largest questions^ both political ahd religionsi 
till we shall soon have, no institution left iihat is mot 
Wia 'level with> the comprehension of :a huckster’ of 
a draymanf s . Theier can ! be . nothikag more-^ retrograde 
:r^-Josing ?all, Hhe ^ results of oivilisaitioii, < all the lessOns 
of Pi^videnc^-^lettiing 1 the » windlass iiiin » down’ after 
men . have Ibeen turning/ at it painfully 'fc ^ geiidrai' 
tipps. - If tihe instructed are not ^ to ; judge - for «the i nni 
ip^teioted^ twhy, let uSf set> Dick* Stubbsitc^maike otx 
land huive ‘a Fresifl^t <©£ - the Pjoyal S^biety 
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uncle’s needs so exactly that, he did. not distinguish 
them from his old impressions. 

“ True, ’ said Philip, “ but in special .cases .we. have 
to do with special conditions. You know I . defend 
the casuists. And it may happen that, for the hour 
our of the Church in Treby and a little also, for my 
honour, circumstances may demand a concession 
even to some notions of a Dissenting preacher.” 

“ Not at all. I should be making a figure which 
my brother clergy might well take as an affront tp 
themselves. The character of .fhc EsfAblihhment 

ha? suffered enough already , through, the .'EyangRljr 

cals, with their exteinpQra iijcoherence and Umk 
pipe-smoking piety. Look lat Wimple, .the, man who 
is vicar of Shuttleton— without liis gourp and bands, 
anybody would take hirp, fpr a groo^ in mo iwnhjg .” - 
“ Well, I shall cut a Stjil.nyorse figure,. .S© twU 
yon, Dissenting magazines .and ^newspapers. 
It will go- the round of the kingdom. .There will 'be 
a paragraph headed, ^ Tory .Falsehood and.CIsrksl 
Cowardice,’ or else ‘ The Meanness of the Aristaoracy 
and the Incompetence of the Benefioed, Clergy.’ ”,,,,), - 
“There would be a worse paragraph if J were to 
consent to the debate. :. Of course, it would- be said 
that I was beaten hollow,, and that now, the question 
had been cleared up , at Treby Magna, the .Church 
hud not, a. sound leg , to , stand - on. : Besides,’,’ the 
hector went: on, irqwning.and smiling,, “ it’s aljl very 
well for you to talk, Phil, but this debating ris^,|aqt 

so , easy , whop, , n ,inan,’s; close .-upon- si3^ty.„,;,.,WBat 

one, writes or.,! - ' ’ ' ■ ' 
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Lyon would buzz about one liko a wasp, and cros^s- 
question and rejoin. Let me tell you, a plain ttutH 
may be 'so worried and mauled by ‘fallacies as to get 
the worst of it. There’s no such thing as tiring a 
talking uiachine like Lyon.”' ' . . 

“Then you absolutely refuse ■ 

■“Yes^’Ido.”' ^ 

“You remember that when I w^rote my letter of 
thanks to Lyon you approved my offer to serve him 
if possible.” . : , .i; 

“Certainly I remember it. But suppose he had 
asked you to vote for civil marriage, or to go and 
hear' him' preach ' every Sunday ? ” 
d<^'But he T as not asked that.” ■ ' ; - 


“^’Somethitig'' as unreasonable, though.” - ; ■ 

^ ^ W ell,’ ’ said Philip, taking up Mr Ijyon’ ^ letter 
and looking graver — lookihg evCir vexed, it is 
rather aff unpleasant business’ for me. ■ I really felt 
obliged -to him. ‘ f ' think there’s a sort 'bf wofth hi 
the mah heyond' his class: Whatever may be ’the 
reaSM of the case, I shall’ disajrjioint him 'instead of 
doing him the service I offered.”"' ' ' • ■ ' 

* “’ Welfj that’s a misfortune ; ' we canT help it.” 

The' Voorst of it is, I should be insulting him 
to say, “ I • will do anything 'efee,* but 'not jhst thi^ 
that- J ybu ^%ant.’’ - ^ He ’ eK^idently: leefe ’ ^ himself • = ih 
company with Luther and ‘Zwingle'^and" Galtiti, and 
p %tir '• lettete ipart''- bf ^ the * Mstbry ' of ^ pfo^- 

‘ ^ Yes, fiih l ltabw it’s 'rather an unpl’easant 'thingj 

b' Ynu“Wei'e?#^re ThalT^WonFd'ha^’*'=‘ 

"dk- '^'rea§<^A 
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THE Radical. 


popxilkr hfefiB, ' I cobsider ybiir ■ ^karaotiet' a possessiofu 
fe'all of us.^ ' ' ' ^ ji ■'■•■> 

“ I think I must call on him forthwith ^O/ml ^expiaiii 

and apologise/^ ; r'- f 

No, sit still; I Ve thought of something;” 

thO Eector, with a sudden revival of spirits. • - \ F*' 

Just seen Sherlock ooining in. He is to luncli' with 

me to-day.^' It would do ' ‘no harm for him' to Qiold 

the debate~a curate and- a' young ‘ man-^he’ll -gaiii 

by it ; and it would release ^ you frona any awkwa 

nessy Phil. < BherlOok is nit gbing to stay here dong; 

yon ' know p ho’ll soon 'have^l&^^tkiet*l;iPili|^ 

thing to hinn ' ' He wku’i object if i 1 ^ widh; ih^ ? 

capital ‘ idek,h if will dO Sherlock goodjf Hdsiik 

clever fellow, but he wants confidence/^ v; <<11 

'Philip had ^ not time to object »bef€re Mr Sls4riockf 

gjjijpeaned^^ young . divine * of ^ gck>d ^ hinfeln ?aji<i 

of sallow c^pie^mon- and ' baffiful address. ? « U 

■ Sherloo^'^uyhavklcome.m most ‘opportunely/^ 

said * the Eoctbr. • ' “ tA‘ * case i has * tumM t sup j «in 1 the 

parish in which you can be of eminent us€ii;”rii] 

that is what yoU* have * diedred ever sihee< yon rlia 

bbentwitk^tdei^ PtBip-t a^ut ;®o Imudi tmyself IfcHat 

thefe reMly 5hasl’’!ROt bleui sphereOetougM'foiiu 

¥ou are*a^ sttidibus man/ I kihow^jPif 

have all the- necessary' matteh-’ yWri 

finger^hds, if not 'od paperJh^l/ /!/. . r?* ii f j s 

• Mr ' Sherlock » smiled with rather 4 « trembling* d^j> 

willing di^inguish hintselfylbutdiopingothali fem 

Bectpf ■ only ? alluded to* a’ diaMgue i oni jBapi^i4if^%sf 

A^eirslon, * or >'S(^e ^otKer ? ; painphlet ; suiteBi 

pmt^see of the ? Ghristiail Emo Pledge Socldiy/I /Bail 

M 






650 


aai til©. tof' to -ailfoW ^ tliie Qipmjtn©tla.japef 

under which liis eminent service was to he^r^ndei-edi 


iie ^^ew more and more neryox^B. I ' ■ 3 I ' 

“ Youll oblige me very much, S,herioolv,r;’ fth© 
Eector ended, “by going into this tbjngi zealously. 
Can you guess whaii time you will require p ibeoause 
it will rest with us : to the day.”? ■ . - ■ : r . . ; J 

i : “ I should bo rejoioed to .qblige you^ Debarry^ 
but; I !really think I am not competent to ; - h 

/ That’s yours modesty, Sherlddk. • '• let t mo 

Jiear any more of thahi :I kno’^-Mmore .oflOoypus 
said you might b@; a JSistTratO man if your difSdemoe 
di&’t do' yiou ihjhstic^ ^Ahd yott can!>iiefer -.ahy-r 
thing I to nMf you) khow> Gome', yoiii will > set i abqnt 
the thing at - on^i , u But^ i ? Phil,> ly on I nrnstl tell , tbio 
p!reach4r: W sand ih tsohOmei ofi-tdiet dehatd-rr^Ufihe 


»h©ad8-— ^ahd hOi.must'%r^ to keejx'rigi 
within the .schemew ^ nTl^erei.isitrdown^uat miyl ldest 
dhd • rWWfee^. |b]^e iletten s now!^ Thomas.'* shaM.) danry-': it.” 

t(^;writ%'and-the withihis 


SraLf^arfogingf voice, • i v/Ont Jon; * at*, his:'r0^se,! fgiying| 
“ i^cmtipBs”' to his fagitaledf cutate./ Uul^/ d h /ii 
tuff BlitHyou 8 bam ! begin; - at; ohde t ?p&|ep^ring I lavgood^l 
c©gen% iio]j^«iStatemeh|;^ anob icQnsidsejringlltbo paiofe 
ay® iQomtsslofI assaytel I youifcamidbokAnto^ iJewel/ 

^iie^^sii'^h^giiliyinandYt^ roiSfoitlH 

k 



here. My libr^yrl 
di^n^yihliSfcotcfe. 'thht /g:^ound'; tafceiiThJpUf^er 
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I will giv© ! ybti a; telling passagb ; jfrorn 
tljbel Dissenters, anci sOme>: * good iqnKDtatibiis #>Mck' ^ £ 
broiigkt togeltlier in: itwo ' sermoiis * <>^1 kny ewni ton the 
Fhsition .of <thei English Ghnrcii in Ghrisdiendedn/ 
How. .long do yon ! think it will take you ttol biing 
yoiir tlioughts itogethbr: 2 - ■: You can throw* ; them; 
afteri\?wards into the form of an essay ; we’ll thave 
the thing! printed 9 it will do you good -with the 
Bi^hopi! if'M;' ; ’! j ■ vSi;: . , ; . 

i ij With : all ) Mr I iSlierlook’s timidity , there . waSK fa^ci-; 
mtipU' lotF . him . ki;,tlus distihetion.’ fiHe xeieOt^itfcatf 
h^noould ! t%kj|l)ebfieeitand)'rit.iin|) iteie/tia^ad: pjerjtapsf 
produce something rather fine; ff<I^!m%M;<heib/iii^S!r, 
step jtowa^diSj that lieiftinence ' which iti .was':np tmdre 
th$rn his; duty tO;„asph’e;to.t Even a-polemical famh; 
lij^e that of a EhilpottS} must have had iiajfelgiiwigd 
IJIrifShe^Jpckqi^^SMpot^ihsen^^^^ MM phisfwtpfc 
tM^^i&^^^ithphesjSheces&f^ilyj gnd it fwas a* ‘pleasure. 
i^pttpl^iajSuUhctohectbd: \tith prefermenhr ^ difEv 
dent man likes the idea; of doing something 
able, which will create belief in him without any 
innnediate display of brilliancy. Celebrity i^ay 
blush and be silent, and, win a grace the more. 
Thus Mr Sherlock was constrained, trembling all 
the while, and much wishing that his essay, were 
already in print. 

“ I think I could hardly be ready under a fort- 
night.” 

“Yery good. Just write that, Phil, and tell him 
to fix the precise day and place. And then we’ll go 
to lunch.” 

The Hector was quite satisfied. He had talked 
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liimseif into thinking that he should like to- givd 
Sherlock a few useful hints, look up his own earliek^ 
sermons^ and benefit the Curate by bis criticism/ 
when the argument had * been got into shape, ' H'd 
was a healthy-natured man, but that -was not 'at all 
a reason why he should n6t have those 'sensibilities 
to/ the odour of authorship which belong to' ^almdst 
everybody who is not expected to be a writer-^and 
especially to that form of authorship which is called 
suggestion, and consists in telling another man that 
he ; might do a great deal with a > given ■ subjectj^ by - 
bringing a sufficient amount' of kno'wledgej reakming,^ 
and wit to bear* upon it. * , - < ; 

-oFMlipj would have had some twinges of consoienoh' 
about 1 the Curate, if he bad not guessed that the* 
hpnour* thtush upon • hiia^ ' was* ‘not 'altogether dii^ 
aSgreeable;! • The Church' might ^ - perhaps’ have ' diaS 
a> siferon^pr supporter ; but for himself| he bad dot^e' 
whai be was ) bodnd to do : ^ be had done his best' 
tol^iaardsi fulfilling Mr> -Loti’s ^ desire. * ; i ! ^ * i ' tsil s 
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Eufus Lyon was very happy on that mild Novei& 
appointed ' the ' great ‘ iednf4l4to^ 

latgfer ^?€^m at-tk^ Free' School, ' between' hrml'elt' kh'd' 
the Eev. Theodore Sherlbck, B.A. The disappoint- 
ment of . not contending' with’ the EeCtOr iu ^p^rsbkif 
which had at first been bitter, had bebaf- ^radti^iiy‘ 
lostosight’ of 'in ‘the’pMtiyh dijbymeiit’ of Icti^bppoi^-' 
tnnity. for ' debafting on '‘kny^ ’ Mr TJydh’ hh^d- 

two grand! ■ deindiit s^ * bf ' plfeastfTe ‘Oh ' such dCcasio^'s? r 
Gonidencej in- the "strength of ’ his case,- and' cbiiMendb^ 
in his biwn- pbwer' of advocacy. - ‘‘Iifot-^toii^SG 
{Arase^nOt^thathC'^'^lorii^^ Miii^elf ff#rdi]! 
speech land fdxpositi<iii ^tS 'Oas;^ W him J’llia^iiMii* 

argued forcibly^ he' ditelie^d-dt* to he%ihlpl^ 
the truth was forcibleJ ’ He was hot jMihd W 

t * * 

easily in his native medium.’ ‘ A pahtihg’ rhah ttihfe^ 
of, himself as a clever swMmBt f btii a' JishAwiii’s 

^ ' . , , f , 

tnuehhetter, and^ takes his 'perfdihiaiicA aS'a 
ofcoursef. av-/', ''1 -'u.-. 

I . 'Whethen^.sMr j Slierloclf ' Wer'e^ that* panting; 
gmtulaldng man, remained sddtiefc Phrl^''i#41Sltr^ 
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much occupied with his electioneering affairs, had I 
only once liad an opi^ortunity of asking his uncle I 
how Sherlock got on, and the Eector had said | 
curtly, “ I think he’ll do. I’ve supplied him well | 
with references. I advise him to read only, and 1 
decline everything else as out of order. Lyon will 1 
speak to a poin^ , and tl;teD iSherlopk will read ; it I 
will be all the more telling. It will give variety,” ’ 

But onihis,,partioular morning peremptory business I 

connected with the magistracy called the Eector I 


) . i J ' ' i 


01 W' 

, , iDpe nofiqe, had ; .been given, iand . ti|ie 

Magna was-much more agitated„hyi 
by that-offany candidate's spseeohj 
^s PendreEat. %e EanJriiMrs.TOiot, and tire Chur* 
l^diqs; generally, , felt bound to, hear, the .Cto,te,i who 

apparently by nan , intuition coiicerning 
'3?: ciirate^, to ;be,.a vety: tsleveri young 
bfp!^3uld,-,show^ them what- learning had 
th.iPPIK'PP, tb^- fight ,eide.. .! One or two; Dissetoting 
l^i^qs were, not withput.f.nwjtioh,.a!t the/thought that; 
s,e^ted on the front jbenobiw, 'they should be brought 
Witp.old GbuTch friends, .and, have. a douger greet-, 
had taken plane sinoo the €athd)lio .Einancdt 
P^nblhi; Mts 1 iMpscat, whoihad.. beien a- beauty; ‘and 

fliillwOiEy.>as anyii-Treiiah vlWy 
IhP ?’?t9!W0htfieii^..heflectedHthati!feBe' 

ihPPit *liirpiaered .©olldrdand 

V it-.vms.ih. 

M W®f wfc |Shfl, fpnpp,,, got,! h*. ,b€d-hMQgiis#> riWed 

uar MfSiiEliJfOit ,waai 


Vi: 
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the two Mies had been’ bosom i - iWendh'; bdt 
Tiliot had looked » higher and higher Sinc^' ‘his giii" 
had become so famoas ^ and in the year ^ 29 |ht ‘h^/1h 
Mr Muscat’s hearings spoken of ‘DisseiiterS'ae sn^Aks 
—a; personality which- ■ cofilild not be b verlooicedJ d ;/ 
The debate was to begin at eleyen, for tho Eedtbd 
would not allow the evening to be* ohosen, When 'lot^ 
meh' and boys might want ^to be admitted but' of 
mere mischief. This was one reason , why dhe' 
femiale part of the audiehce outnumbered the haalfes. 
But spmes ^ chief ’ ' Trebians were^ J^therd, 
whpseMineans made them as independent 
as /Mt I JBemdrehi a®d 1 Mir ; Wiabe 5 ? encohriaged^ ^ ^y^ * 
flectiilg : that Ithby dot in a place of wbr^ip, 

and would not be obliged to stay longer than they 
choses* There was a muster; of all Disfeedters/.^Bbl 
could **sparet the ' mornii^titime^ ' aiM^‘€^ ‘Bkcy 
behchess were alli 1h.e -aged €hurchWomeii Whd-shkted 
tlie ] rem'nante of ‘the • sacrament wine^ 
hteibly anxious to neglect mottking 
connected .with going • to a < better ' place; 

^.lAt .eleven: the arrival of -listeners' sbenied td^haye’ 
dea^eif s^iMr iLyoni wadiseated^ bu^Be ^hook' 'iifblnife’ 
or r(kiiS' Mt'his parfcioulat ro4i^ 
table^ with a - chaurf ? awaited^ rfiej* Curate/ ' Wi&- ‘#1 
superior posiiloU' rt • was -quite ’ in ^ keeping that 
should not be 1 first t^on * the ^ grJuUd. '- 
e#ra chairs were!-. placed fiirther^ back, inoi^^ 
than j otiQ i fimporfeant ( {personage had • heed’ f 
to ac^i ^ashchairmuB?/ fhut no !Qhui*dhmafi would’ 

/iia. a position -so equh^ncal *a4 td (Egrfity bf ’ 


! i 

-M i 'n ? 


f’ii 


356 


FEDJX HOLT^ 


a?pect,.and ,so wiequivocal as to. the obMsation dr' 
f" ‘li«c«s,mon;„a^d,:i,],e Eectdr^.aclm i 

Jdr J.yon sat d)a«e’iatly absor^l an- Jus thoughts?: ' 
wth Jus , notes in ifainutfeiJaand-wHting, Wg beforl 

tjen^. Jlvery ,tee.: else . was .contented’ that ther! 

^fiotOd be^an ^interval in whitdi there, could be a little ' 

bif neJ^h on:a « : 

bP., fib,, near her fathers side i of fthe: tribune ■ witH ' 
Felixi elose behind her, so that she could' .turnS 

siSthffc ° ^ery lrfhdidven ' 

W^bwP ,btm less, sbnsitiw td' the ■attentioh-.hel 1 

t.piher,life,,ia^d to disperse thdoM | 
from-tli ■ ’■^b^mu^fly,.ohariaing!,to.*.dav) I 

of an' !l!- not. .vivMly eohsd(ks i 

to bPl WWethpig; hehte tlita.,she.aothaily;#a8u I 

«Tjp:©iriority ! dmoonfebt) I 

PW^rStpttpdiiherittag snpei^eded^'' and a^Jr ^ 
few brief w«flL .n j evenpai 

bJ Sfir ™ -^bpressld®.*,!^ 

i - Q Txehiaii Gowe^min^ I 
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“ WHajt a venj nice-lookmg ydiiiig wman- jqmi'mi# 
ister’s dauglite is I ■ - said ; Mrs TiliotHn tokmdertom 
to Mi*S i Muscat) 'iVkoj 'a^ slie had. hoped|‘liad'fo^nd a 
seat next to her quondam &iend—“ quite tfe lady.’^*^ 
“Eather too much so, considering,^’ said'* Mrs 
Muscat. . . She’s thought! -proud; and ' that’s* ^4iot 
pretty in a. girl); ey eh !if them was anything toi-haok 
it lip. ; But’ now «she i seems to be encouraging ' that 
young Holt, who scoffs at eveiytliing, as you sma^ 
judge. iby hi^ appearancef^ > uSke^-hasi despisM 'his 
betteSFS • . before ; nb w/; i ? but j d' | deavd »t yoii44# ^43^ 
Iwhether iaiyoubgiiman wh^tkte^fAendiB"low*:4t^ 
of gettiingiW living cda -pay* fbrhne Canbblio; kahdt 
kerchiefs /and light’ ikid- gloves.'”* *!• s h* 

. Mrs Muscat lowered hers blond ■ eyelsiAes^^ and 
swayed - her ^ neat head) just, - perceptibly 
.to side, h , with a-* sincere <14sire^ to tn 

tier . es^dssioiflfsl “^^ti^ithstandin'g any ’ shock 
&GiB m%kt j have rgiven ’bent I . i ' ■- • - * i ; » i* n I 

“Dear, dear,” said Mrs/kiHoh- ^“Whatd- is 
young Hcdti leaning forward' now* withoiki 
Bye fnever. seen Mini before^, to Mnotice/himfr 



hes^rd I ISliot t talking i03¥ey sa.;^'^k 

dangerous; chara<3l@®]/«afiidigoeti stirrah^st^^theic 
ing ihen at Sproxton. ' Aiid-4-welb* to be- feui'%^ such 
great eyes and such a great head.iofi’ kaiif— it is 
enough to fright tn^ bne.^d iWhal can she- stein fliiln ? 
•ftuite'helew lier.’’v'j>;; r, 

1 1 / and 1 Brought up > a . . tgo veimesis^’’ I said tMis 

Muscat ; “ hav?b ; thought < she’d* ^kno w/Beliff 
btWikto ^ohoDst.,i|.piht tfesei-iMMsiter tkas =d@t'i^e!rl%et 



m 


PEWi'. ;HOLT; 


tl<«H,uppei!,liaBd sadly to© touch. It’s a nity 'm a 
of Grod I don’t deny; i, • ^ 

;‘^Well, lam Sony,” said Mrs TiHot, “for I meant 

her ,to: give my, girls lessons when they cain« from 
.satiooi.” 

,Mr Wace hnd Mr Pendrull meanwhile were s« 
Jug.inp: and looking round at the audienoe, nodding 
teitheir fellow-townspeople with^the affability due 
%om imen in ’,theii* position. ; * . - - \ r : ; 

<i=“IP8 time he'baiae now,’’ said Mr Wace, looking 
at!fo,s watdi and oompUring it with the isdiodrobd 

debating, is .a. -newfangled ■■sort-’©f 

Ihmgy.bnt .the.BecfOP-wouId never have given in 

to It if there liadn’t been good -.'reasohsj ,,. Nolan’ said 

Jw.;w.^n.t,.coi«e.M He sAys .this debating is-' an 

^heistawl shft'pf ■ thing ;,thd, Atheists are-vdry fond 

^hiJ;, ,'Rieu-s & a: bad book- to take a leaf out of. 

-»we^rd-we osliaU-:hear nothing but- i what’s- good 

'"'S.i Slierlock. Ha .jlreaclies a .capital; ■ sermod 
?rr-BMrl8iich,l5/'/young,aiaah.’,’it/ 

U.tWell, it:,-sVas, cmr.;diity/.to,ignpport! Wot— not to 

fedVe,.]lim„alone<.among.t&e! Dissenters,’' said Mt 

P^elL., pan seep e-verybody -Hasn’t ifelti that. ■ 

^omtoight-.have shownl.irftoselfrifinotoLnkyi. : 
Jmwpld- haVe tolteged ' business) :my8elf ,df, . I, wi 
tbcfitghti.-piioper.f’i- ,;I i, ,,, , 

^Bd on hearing a movement nedr.the-'sibHll.ao^ 

^@*pilai3fbrin. i 

n<Ht«oiKA,iiovh,l:thisiis faa»ls&m7 “ - rtnOm. U | 


‘ill 





«''7rS 

•if'l-'d 




'and! tlSe #as ©"^eW tytn^ o# tiie 

Di&sentem. " Philip was *^war© doing 

popnlatJ thing; of a Mnd^ that Tfebj ^ad notf 

tk© ielder -Bobairys; but his apjioaiUh<l©-‘*lind 
not been long- preineditatei' He vt^’as’ •dtdKj'ing 
*throngk the town towarfs! an engagement at ^sdnie 
distance,' but bn eallibg f at* Labrop^s ofiSoe he * had 
found that the' ^air which ‘ demanded his present 
diad been deferredj'hnd so had’diiTon tcxtrad* t^’ th© 
Free “SchOoL ? CJhristiah caine in behihd him. o I 
• M^ Lyon was now reused* irom'; His 
•and/ : stepping ; ■ from 'liis - ? ^sllght • • bletaAbn, 

Mr* ’Bebarify to^ actoaS' inod:4iaitor'h^**l>neMd^^^^ 
the occasion. ^ '' '■ ' : . .• ? -ir! 

- With all my heart,” said Philip. “ Btrt Mr'#h43^ 
lock' has not arrived, apparently ?” 

' ’ - He tairies somewhat i unduly,/^* hald i-Mt 'Egp^lL 
“ Keverthel^s? »there may he a reason ’ bf 5 wlnoh wk 
know ^not.' Bhall* h collect the thoughts ofdtke 
assembly by a - brief introductory address fei ^ the 
interval?”'' • i? ••u-'lbrfi 

M * f Noj ’-no;* no,* f said* ^Mr- Wace^' who ■ . 

’hfsbpowers bfueniiufcm:^^;’ ' ^»M3t SfrorfooM 
be here ■ in a minute br • two;^" - ‘ * * i - ^ r ^ m H-' d 

Christian,” said Philip Debarry, who 
misgiving, ^^ just be IsO' goed^hut siay; *FH‘^g® tny- 
sdf.' Excuse me,' “gentlenteri: Flhdiiv*© TOuhd to 
Mrs Sherlock’s lodgings. - He may be kindeP a 
mistake as to the titnei* Studionk meh -• ardfb^nill" 
times rather absent. « Foil needht ibOnte iimdL 


Christian.” 'i' - * 'M' ^ 

r '■!? *u ■’/ h!?5; vI:*!.* li’l, “ 





. 3^0 


FEWX.HQW!, 


ant f «*- liufm.Lyon steppe^ 

Pf'ind'^ again jn mther.m uneasy state 

.0 ,inmd,, A few ideas, had, ^dGcurred to. him' emi 

men%, fitted io engage'the andtonce profitably, Ja 

dehv 'Tt r"" «f ah nnfoLem 

d.?%. , Bnt his native, deiifiaoy made, him feel tJiW 

fth. thia afisembly,tli 6 ! OhnreJi: . people .might- to. 

fi^Une , my f‘ dell V 9 miie 0 ; on. his part : which ; ei 
. oe,eded! tlm .programme, tod Mr. Waoe’s. Negative had 

1 Tn l^T.i.Q ” 1*1 

(ba-okwards and. forwards strnHT,.v i • i •' 

>,,•= m 1 , Jms cbm, emittiafr 

fes low guttural inteijection under the., pressure ^ 
otoes/, and! sentepoes .whibh.he longed to-toter 
aloud, as he wtoH ,. haVe,.done!in : Ids" own ..stud; 
jlhere was ,a low_ bu.. in tlie. room which helped ^ 

^ that the- thoughts 

■todn ham,, were. as divino me,ssengers .unheeded ^ 
‘Or.. rioted,! fey a .trivial, .generation. Many of , the ' 
audience were standing; all, except the old ChurT 

•wc^ on-the hack, seats,. !and:,a few. devout' Bis 

'Sr „,1 i 

.ihtorest«a ! 

^J.nriw, :I' thiitk,,^e,isife^,toy; | 

2 «iutS* theta, M.,hor»b'- i 

two: yards .beto J 

®cfehs of what, I 

Ih »o and ask him whether he has tlmm,’' said | 


TW . KADIiOAL. 


Felix, striding; over form 'in front of ihirn, and 
0,pproachingj Mr Lyonijj whose > il^ce showed .a ?gleam 
of pleasure at this! relief from his ab^ta^aioted.isolatiofn. 
i “Miss Lyoti is afraid that you are sat J a dossf'fbr 
your spectacles, sir,” said Felix; - - >; J 

“My dear-young friendjV said Mr Lyony ilaying 
fhis hand on Felix Holt’s. .foreTarm, which' was about 
on a level with the minister’s shoulder j “it is* a Very 
glorious tmth, albeit/ made somewhat painM td/ me 
by .the circumstances of the present moment that 
as a counterpoise to Jhe^breVhy of oiir imortyi'life 
(wherein,' i Q-b J .’apprehend, > our, i ppwerstiiaa?etflleii% 
trained not . onily fonithe ; tranAjission fof ran/ini|)rov4d. 
heritage, as 1 have heard you ^insist) - but also for bur . 
own entrance into a higher initiation in tha\DiVine 
sbheme)--rit is, I ■ say, a very fgloriouS' truth/ that 
even in what are called the waste minuted of our 
,time,;:like! those! of expeptatibn, the sonl maj^ soar 
and range, as in some of our dreams which ^ard /.brief 
iaSi4 broken rainbow in /duration, yei eeCm ^td loom- 
prise a long history of terror orr-of joyi .’ui^<J»M^ilw, 
^eaoh.mbrhent may be a beginnhig of . h hew tspiritbaj 
energy and /Our/ . pulse would douMless' be aMepaarse 
"and clumsy nptatlbn c£ the passage! s Ihaife j #hich 

was not to that which is,- even ihlfhe finer? -prbo^ses 
of the material WorM^— andrhoisV! mnchtodre— ^ 
Esther was watohii^. . her ; father mnd.? Felix, - arid 
though she was not ; within hearing *of whah %as 
being said,,she.iguessbd the aotual state of-|he; 
i-rrthat, the: in<iniry about,. thbriSpectacleS; 
dnheeded, and that her father was/lo^n^ihamfe^lfi imd 
^bteassing Felix ini the i intrioaciesi bf a t dissertat- 
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not t} id stlHnes*^ 'flrf)^0bd iier 
il.¥0iild iiaVe made ^ liioveiiaent on her' 'pail; seem -^^- 
^icnons, and she was ina^elldd'- liy dier anxiety 
step on the tribune and walk lip to her father^ who 
paused, a little startled. * ’ - . ■ ■• iv 

Bray se4 whether' you have ibrgotten your spec- 
iteoles, father. If so, I will go home at once and 
look jfor them.^’ . ' ' . , 


.!cj]& Iiyon was automatically obedient to Esther, 
and he ^began immediately to feel in his podketei 
• i How ris . it that Miss » J enkiyn is so friendly with 
,|he‘I)issenting^ parson ? ” -said €hristian to Quorlen, 
lhe> i 1 printer, iTfeo was i ; an intimate bf j -hil 

fhl’hdBe^'^mndl Jermyns* ard not Dissenters surely 
Miss’ Jerniym •: s-l-.d ■■■ > 

< Why— don’t you see ?~^that'fine girb who isf Miss- 
ing to him;”, •.■ ’-^'U •• ?;/ 



ter^pM'.'i // , 'Mil". 




li|5# 


Why,, that’s the ■ little 'garson’h 

, .J, . ,, -'ir: pjif: 

•His ; .^ughter 1 B . ! m 6hristian > gave a * low= brief 
whJsMd, which seteied amn^dral expressioh ^of sur- 
prise' that ^/Hhe rustyiioMl ranter” should -have a 
dantgiiter bf such * distinguished ‘ appeamnca ' ; ' ■ • 
while the search^ ^ fcu* ’ ‘the* spectates *h^ 
proved i : yadm j •^»’lTis *a / grieWms' 'fault ^ in *me, ^ my 



h humMy i'uhe<(knhe 
rLto^ybui” 

ah^ortee/hMid^vE&ther^f^refu^^ ddt 

'Eeiix < : gd* > i^fead ? > * of • ■ her j ^ •' * she ? ■■ hs^ ^ • scardely 

I j j : |^]p f ; re- 

ef wasi ‘fci^rfnietibnrwhjoh' *rK^e 
After ^^^^krw-toned -Mr 



THB*aiAI>IGAL. 


Fendtfeli 1 4ndi j Mi^ . Wace,’ Ph4fM|) t dtep|^^ on 

t<> the djribnne WM liis liiS bsltid,’’ -and '’Said, 

twitli dn aip of nraob iOonoeni abA krinavdxilc^^''' = 

%/ 

I aMi sorry to have to telbymi, ladies^ and* 
meiiy that — doubtless owing to some accideiSt^d 
which: I ’ trust will soon he explained as hotMng fehri- 
Qus*— ^Mr Sherlock' is absent from liis resideiice; k?M 
is not to be foundi i He went Oat early, his laiidhikfy 
informs ikhe,' to refresh himself ' by a walk ’on^ this 
agreeaMe i mdrning] ' as is ^ his f habit, ' she tells'.‘ht4 
when i be has^ bOen hept • upi * late i atf ^ bo 

has > not 1 iFeturnedi* * 0[lo ncft - Idt* ■ n^‘ loi 
I shall' oaiuse Sa^iiy to be’ina^^fe tbe^'diibdtiOb'df 
his walk. . - It -is ea^' to imagine' many aceidenM', not 
of a gi:ave character; by^ which he might’ nevertlfed 
foe absoikiMy^ detaii^d^ against 'Ms vHli. ’ ' Hndni^. th 
dircnmstaneei^jr^iip d^en*/%4eoiftinudd Phihp,*fttiib]!f4g 
to ithe ’minister, I ^restime4hat tbfe debate ’nMM be 
adJotainiedJ'-^'t '• 

l>off!j’ba,j<|ebaiey d©nbtieSB;’^’'begah Mr 
fnrtber speech was drowned by a genci^ 

[from' ^fefir ma^jt if 


NT r 1 


J': 



Gtoodf graoioEfi^'me 


%> i 


: ; i> 


her husband’s! arm; !’^ i »h©pe the’ pobi* yonug mah 
hasn’t fallen into the' river c^ ' broken Ms feg. 

: But f 4ome of the^ cnfore » acrid ’ Difeenters, 
temper was* not * oorfolled ’1^ ' tb© habits ! of 

had‘fobguil ’td Mss, ^implying that ib tboir 
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^H^’s.itumeditail, pine enough,” gaicl MriMuso^ 
Ijq ,thf neighbour behir^.ihinii lifting, hie. eyebrows 
and shoulders, and -laughing in .a way that showed 

that, deacon as he was, he looked at the affair in an 

entirely secular light. , , 

_,But„lIrs Muscat thought it would be notlung. 'bht 

right to have all the .waters dragged, agreeing„in 
tkiSiWlih, the majority , of the Church ladiesi , 

.;i‘f I. regret' smoerely, Mr Lyon,” said Philip , 
hairy, ' addressing ..the minister with > peiitenessj 
“tliat I. must say good mor,nihg to: yonl, -with,. the 
sonse.that I have not -been able at present i. to oon| 
feibuto, to. your satisfaction as L bad wished;’!’., t. j 
I. ,%>#ate not of.it in , the way, of- .apoloff v. sir ”.;sa^^^ 
Mri ton, ,in a tone • of depression. 4 douit nW 
that , yon , yourself have , acted, .in. good faith. .. - Nc® 
willibop^ - any door, of. egress, to oohstruotions- suoh 
^8 ?flg!3r ,ofteii, deenjs ! ingenious but, which, the ;disi 

closiu-e of the simple truth may expose as erroneous 
and Mnnqharit^hJei febrioationai ; , I j , wishi .jsoiii ; good 
mornings s,irr’, ,,, 

tbe;ro9m,.was.eleared df the .Ghutob .people/ 
¥n LyOBiMbOd to socthe hisi owa spirit; add that of 
his book . iby a ,%w refleetions ; intajodnotory 4® la patfe 
wsprayes, . ..©Ut th^tej was' k- general. Msibiteice to 
iaae-fart. , The, m^n mjasteifed roiuncLthe -iiainister/ 
d def^fearnd tb®^.'i?binion..djirat'!^ie., whole ,thmar was 

. 4,.^ xl. . 1 ^ „ O 



1 / is^ 'the >rOiiiifa»le’s 
^ COHlrif i I Oifehem 



THl ,KAI>ICA|L. 


DiiSsenterB, ?woulcl never ; (Jo- laii^h at 

Kfemp! ^mgeA \ in bis 



tieavy bass that Mr Lyon shonlcj 
sending an aoconnt of the affair to ihe -f 
and Brother Hawkins, in his high teno^, > oheerved 
that it was an ocoasion' on ! which soina< irfn^big 
things might be. said with all the extra effmt of kh 
apropos, , '■■>}<■ 

The position of receiving ai many-voio^ ledJtre 
from the members of his church was 
Lyon ; bnt now he felt weary, firnstrated, 
fol; of his . own .temper. 
saw .that .this I jpan < of tSen^ivic fibre was ^fferitig 
from talkers whose. ; tnoisy ' snpetffciality ^ them 

nothings got exasperatedi* ^*It seems lo 
he...bnrst in,* wiih' his ipeiomiiiant § 

Lyon; has ihifeerto had the^ hard 
whiif yonjof his loongregation have had the ^ksy^onei 
Lnnish; tlm Ghurch olelrgy, if yon like-^-thej can tafe 
oars Mof themselves. ‘ But don’t punish 
rninis^er., , t It’s nO; bnsiness of minei, 

^asi te. 




n 





seemp tpt.iDa; 


C: jJfa.Lyoato. ^ifcei ^ thill 


rest, instead of setting cm Mm B 



By this speech f l’elix*^ 
felLon the minister as wdd : as’ oni hiMseif ; Imt he 
gained his immediate end. Tim talkers dropped ciff 
after, a slight .show of persistency Mr LfioBi 
quitted the, field of no combat with a snmil 
his le^ imperious friend, to 
ipt^ntion of committing Msia^nmeiart 
forwarding It ito.a 


I ’ ■ 




Sffiliix »HaiiTj 


zm 


li'' ^fiButJre'g^diiig: persai!i!aliti0s‘/> added]' 

©dt sdlib' sanie clears sllovrlng-f ^For] sayHhat tins 
jbniag ■ man wm |)nsillanim'ods"^I Wetb bilt ’ iE pl^ 
Sided with argndaentb if I tod^k My stand ev=0ii ibi* 'a 
moment on so ^ poor i an ^ irrelevancy as that* WcdTtfee 
one^ OBHite' is* ilf falmished therefore* - Episbopacy ' 
false.* : If I held up Any one to just oliloquybE^dtid 
be the well-designated Incumbent of this parish; .whdj 
ealltog Mmself.one of the Chuiicii 'militant^ sends a 
yMung *aTi!d wbak-bneed Substitute to* take his’ place 

in«the fight.^^' i ■■■: *■ i '-n 

iMjMr/Fhihp Debarry did hot- neglebt d.(yraai 4 5 rdlM^ 
tnakidd kiqnijy concerning accidents* whidh had 

detdined t-the ^Eev. ‘Theodora ©berlobk on ' liiS ^ nlOrh^ 
ingi walki ^ *Tha/t well-Hntentiohed lyoting^ ' divine * wai 
s^mmb more in (Freby Magna. " ’ Bht' the river Vad 
p0b; dragged, dor by hhe ev^ening cbacli’ the ^foeetbl* 
iieoeiyed^’ ahi explanatory letter, ■ ' 'E''hb Ae# 

djflre^s s agitaMon * liad ' * inc^eas e d ' so ' much' dUrihg ' iii i 
walk, rtikat th®» * passing * coach had * been^ ‘ a- hnbaiiS' of 
dfMverance ' not tc be resisted t ' 'aWy literally at* thC 
^evehth houtf lib had'Fliileid and mouhted idle cheCt^ 
fill t CTally and, carried^ ^aWky^ ’ Ms * ’|)hrtibn ^ of' the 
dMjft6''^in/ihis s pcsckietl iin 

ha6'»jhibs^u^tl^^’thC’"satirfa6tion 
oflrCodv 3 %*-Mf ■ Sharlock- s >painStakiia’^‘ production' ii^ 
|hii{t/>]«fitH> a J dbidibatidh to < the' ’EeVi * ‘AhgU^tus'^B-b- 
barry, a fme^aFrom' 8l?©h2y^toto,' and btheh addl- 
tioHsi'the feiibi of 

foiti pobrl Skm^ttdoh^^iiho ' ^ ^%llt libl 

waq i €pn vinbeil that ^or • Mb *owif ' patt ^ he ’had' ’ tMkS:^ 
' me course 'tiMbbirhndeQ?? *tbi@iicrrotMstaiibe^ liie^ 




THE IRAHKIML. 


least compromising to the Church. Sir Maximus, 
however, observed to his son and brother that he 
had been right and they had been wrong m to 
danger of vague, enormous expressions of grat^l 
to a Dissenting preacher, and on any differences 
opinion seldom failed to remind them of that pre- 
cedent. 
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OHAPTEE XXV. 


Your fellow-man?— Divide the cpitbet: 
Say rather, you’re the fellow, he the man. 


When Christian quitted the Free School with the dis- 
covery that the young lady whose appearance had first 
startled him with an indefinable impression in the 
market-place was the daughter of the old Dissenting • 
preacher who had shown so much agitated curiosity 
about his namOj he felt very much like an uninitiated 
chess-player who sees that the pieces are in a pecu- 
liar position on the board, and miglit open the way !i 
for him to give checkmate, if he only knew how. ! 
Ever since his interview witli Jermyn, his mind had 
been occupied with the charade it offered to his in- 
genuity. What was the real meaning of the law- 
yer's interest in him, and in his relations with J 
Mtanrice Christian Bycliffe ? Here was a secret ; and J 
secrets were often a source of profit, of tliat agree- 1 
able kind yhich involved little labour. Jermyn had J 
hinted at profit which might possibly come through 
; him ; but Christian said inwardly, with well-satisfied - 
self-esteem, that he was not so pitiable a nincompoop 
, as tq trust Jermyn.,, On the contrary, the only prob- 
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tepa feefoEa Jiini was to find ont ,by-;'Wfiat ^‘Oxnbiiiation 
of independent knowledge lie cxinld ontwit Jermyn, 
efipde any pnrcb^se tbe attorney had ,onf,hiifaldhr!4!>tigh 
his; past history, and -^et -a handsome ; bbntfcs.y,i'% 
yf hick la “Somewhat shattered man of pleaanre jilight 
liye j we^l mtiiont a master^ , - . Christian, havihg 
e^^hausted the; .nmro impnJsi^e jdelights .ofi l^e, -had 
a sober , oalcnlator 5i and he had made his 
.p^ind thatj fqn a? man, who, had. Long agOjrPn throtigh 
ihw own. money, iservitnidei in a igreaS 
host .kdndpf retirement aftsT pesp^ioni^n; 

if a/hetterphanpeo^pr^, a, person ofd^llanllnln^rnot 
dettit nJip through his i:^geTS.; ^ Be held warions tods 
.^dhreads, hut.ther^wa^ daiige^. in ^pnlhiig # 
impatiently. He had not forgotten the» 

him dtop ths pnnc^dadlf, l5ph^ 
.Crp\Y|d©r, ^ taikiiig in, , the . si^ewatd'si < ^ ^id 

that, Ot poapapi - Scaddon ? had iheen 

: cefned.i 4n - ' ,ja> . l^wsl^-' ahonh rthe i 

* 

Agahn, Jermyii' was ^ thH ifetofiy dawy’^r : ^ 
somes v>hp; knew abon'^ tho exchiaaign lof 





The ^(|onch^isinn *was nh^d 
had some 'Oljiiin- on 
. difficulty had . fefemg 

.with Henry Scaddom ; But^iMtherte: ih^^/Other .iPi^ 
dpnt, which had. been; af^*EOf^tly? ^nnedaeddl^ 
.the i^bd^rphange, of nameslTrM?^fl(F 03 ai^ 
hftj, . ehonld^ ; twritiei down ■ 

tiam accompanied with.;tho ^^Bestioir ^ 
whotet^ta^C'’ 





mut ' Hoify' 


withiiitiie 'Irtfeferiees .arrtt^ed* - ui ‘ tliroilg’h ‘ 0rovrdei^ Mil4 - 
Jermyri^ 'r;/ h.' . ;-•■? ■■ . 

' The ' 'fligceyer - made * morn ing* at tl le ' '] 
Seliool thkt Esther 'was the 'datighter of thei 
sentmg preat^her'at last miggested a possible’ lihfe 
XlMii , theu^ * Christian* had ’ not • known - Why Esthet^ 
faefe had impressed him'' so peculiarly • bnt the 
mini^ter^s chief assdciation ' fdr him was with 'Bji 
dliffe,^'^4nd*'^that , assbciiation served- as a 
‘siibw him, ^ that Esther^ ifeathtes and e;xpre8sibny ahl 
still more' her bdarin^j ndW dhe- stood' and Walked 
revived Bycliffe’s image.' -Dan^hter? ’There wetd 
'vaftomS’»WayS 'of being a dahghteh ' Snppbse'^tliife 
wejfe a; case* of * adoption r • suppose Bydiife ' Were 
knowii to4e dead; or* thought^ to* be dead. -’^'BegaS 
if^thetbld. parson Hhad fahcied 'the Original father 
bomeltodife’ again,* it was enongh to frighten ■ him k 
ifttleifO'SloW 4,nd' 'Steady, ‘ChHstian’ *said *to himself. 

old man againd* 

safe 1 endil^ : ono « dan * hahdld * hi m ' without ontti ng* 
ode’s self . tell him >«lt kneW Byeliffey’and Was 
Ms^ ^fellow-prisoner. - ^ I’ll • Wordi out- the truth ■ about ^ 

Anhetto have marrM 
^d^ndHiiiarried this dittle scarecrow? " Thetd^s 
Mlhiowin^* What a* womari ' wfl « not - do:’’ - - ' ■ -.il 
h'^Sfe^an nould see no- ’distinct rdsuit hfWseff 
dndufetry v hut lif ^there * wete "to be^ ’ahy nuch 

" by Allowing ott eVeff 

m^ ihr && npb-Ie^l^ind^ there are ^ dini^osst | 

ini laW&ndiheirshi|t whidh pi^venf anyissud | 
“^ibg tod^miraculbusiO^ ^ h J 

t®hb0ise(|uenfa0.lof.ithese^*^ W4s,‘^tl«^ 3 


f 


TMD lifABmi.. 


Christian hutjg albomlb! Treibj’naore than usual dn-Md 
leisure time, and tliat en tW first i^l^pdiitoitDr ^ 
accosted Mr Lyon in the street Msritib /suitaBldicwili^^y 
statin <r that I since the oooat ion which h«sdl "foroh{§tt 
them together same weeks before ii6 
wished*. to renew their '*ebn‘^@3isati€)n,'*andy mith 
Lyoii^s permission, ^woukl nio\lv5 ask to do* to ^'Aiser 
being assured, as« be* had foeeii by JerAyuf tlikt thak 
courier,' wiio (had' happened r.lby isome accident j. to 

J)oSsesiS the tnemoi'aWe 'locket* add ipoehetdiropfep'#* 

Certainly uot * Annettd’s hifebani, ’jaMdr»ai*i| 
whether * Mauriee ! • Chri^ian ( i By oh€d ^ j»iera> ^ t br 

dead, • the ^ ministerf bakin d 1 hdd^^ become.! ) eslsy^ a^aW; 
his habitual lack* of * interest personal detiils >r#iai- 

dering him gradually oblivious of WoMhy fib 

tionary statement that^hC'! wais ipurstfiiig^iiiiquiiie^ 

and' that ifnanything’ of ihtefe^duraed^m]^, M^^Lyok 

should bd ^ ifaad^i a/oqukihted /with itll ! ■ ^ Heice j ^ whok 
©hristiak adda^dssed Wm|ithO'mintfeter^ taken *<b 3 rf »si‘r- 

prise and shaken by the ivcol\eckmmin<ji^nfojmmi 
anxiote,*said, hdlplesSlyi-.^i-, ^uofl 

> -^bhyine^S'? J 

, ...j-i to'-'Sddal^ 'sfx!)»t«rseM^Jto iMii JkrnsynJ’' hm 
He cbiild* motlhdtk'/ s4yttoytWng!-S3^ 

' yaluable * hint • ^ tO' ' i0hMytiarfl 

minister had made •a'bonfiji^^^’^^' ^ermyn, and dt 

'lyaS ' needful '4o he-’ wary.-J^ 

“On - ttie ^ contrary’,^ sir j ■ he ansvj^red^ • ^ 

of the utmost importance tofi-yom ' that what^'^^es 
b'4weBii'4s^ehouM nothe known^to-MdS 
ji “SVIr Lydn ‘ was'-perplexbd| ^and felt^ at ori^fe he 

* j ' t( s'» 1 f . 1 - Ur 

‘w^s m^imoro-u^ 
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ijhiniicbnoorning Oknstiaii. ’ He dared not negkKl 
, to possible duty ol bearing what tliia man bad to 
sajy and be invited bba to proceed to Maltboim 
¥ard, where toy ■ could • con vetso in private. - - - • ..m 
n ^ One© in Mr Ly on^s study, Gbris tian opened ■ ? to 
di41ogu© by saying -tbat since be was in 'tbiS'-rbom 
beibie it' bafl occurred to Mm that the anxiety <h4 
bad ob^er¥ed; in.Mad Lyon biigbt be owing to ^omb 
aeqmibianee with .Maurice .’GbriStian Bycliie-^^a 
fellow-prisoner in France, ^wboni be, Cbri^aiaj*ba4 
assisted in* getting feeed frem bis imprisoniii^dnif ted 
wbo,' in facti, *}md been* the owner of tbe tfifles wbili 
^ijjiyom bad recently bad in bis possession bnd bad 
restorbd.! * ^ 1 Cbiisfcianj bastenedf * to ^ say that ho > .fenw 
nothing b£ /Bycliffe'S'ihistbty sine© r they bad parted 
jiXi' \ France, but tMit be. knb w . bf his ■ maniagei i with 
tAnnfettfef, .Ledru^; - and- liadr^ been acquainted m with 
Annetto * bel:feel£} t H© ; /wlould be very glad toi * know 
wbatf beieain e of » ? By bliff©^; i if , b© ioould^ for » be f dikbd 


r' ' 1 St ■ . P ; i b p , P : 




■*bi«j'Unconinaeniydir'-jp: *n!i _ 

Here Christian paused j I but , iMr J^yon . obly sat 
changing' t<|olotir . and* trembling.-.. bTbis tjhan’s! ibear- 
ing and ' tone of i mind . made repkiisiver to? ito 

by^being brought ■ rii^ i eontaet vwith !k©enl|yrf@lt *in©m- 
[be jcoiuId4iiDt readily ; summon the .©ojULrage 
to give .ainsweit) dr «asfc: questions * ju Im-I prr^nd}ii 

- May I ask if you knew ? ^ my > frimd r1BycJiffe?^F 
sslidyCbrfett^bjvfta^^ a.' idqre^. direct em©tbd(i.frO 
,-HtH *5^0,1 liiievior Mem Mm/- k*. o i m i j . j u i s = *4 ? > ? 

^‘'4i>ia w©l]^yoUirlmve;‘se©ri:^^a very f striking dto- 
n©^ ; ! bff ' him. Mi ItfsH wond©rfeltTpiHi.aeeonntabfe 1 f tot 

Kree'i.Ss^b^l t.to 


TUB RADICAL. 


m 


©ther -davy 1 eonld * lia5»e svFOrh' Bhy was. 'Bycliflfe’S 
dauisrliter.”’ ' ' 


f / I ! 


f>'* ff 'Hi 


“Sir!” said Mr Lyon, in liis 
risingy and holding byi tlieiarnife of his' chair, these 
snbj ebts* tonch me with ioo ' bhatp a • poiit for ' ydlf -foi' 
he jnslified* in thrus'ting them- son rne ckt 'of'Wete’ 
letity. Is there fiiny good ’ yon seek dr 'alij 
yon ifeat in relation tO' ; thern ? i ' ' • : ■ ^ ^ - s i \ 

H ^^Brecisely, sin - We shall ndw to an'm"’* 
standing.-; Suppose L beliwed > that * th^e * 
who g 6 es 1 by ' the* ? nainld of ' Lyoh^' ' 

daughter 'oLBydiffe^f^** Hltjil 4 ; 4 Him 
- 1 tMrvLyoin moved^^his^ Rp^^sile®tfy.H^' /; f -m | h » 

“And siip^se i^hdd teayoii to shspedt’tbat there'- 
would be some great advantage Lot J-hbr^# tile ^lEw 
knd-^ who* vtasf hbr fatheil ? ’! -/ j^'V a ! .!/•= 

• » i Sir i! V feaid MrtLy onl, j^hakein 'mit ‘ df ’ dll' ‘r^ted'dHbbj * 
^MiWenM noteonoeal it. 'oBhe- felieTfes librsdlf^td^be'’ 

. “ ». ' • ' it 

my 1 l^amgliter./ ?*Bnt )il^ * will obear 411^ xthih’gs* * ta-thef^ 
than i <ibprive h er * bf a righli' ' ■ iNeierthdl’^^ *1 
tb *the v^y/df 4ay feliew-mkny^ nbt^itdf 
betwieseni hea?jaridiitiepbnt "toUei^ 

tipitfegiiyj i i>^in fifdHfnohfO’ "‘.'iool 

-s Aht dh ^g©od/^to;^”-?^Said i j0IriM^ii. ^ 


aidiii 


dn; .nothing ’ : rasiI|Li ^ ^ ‘ * Jjy&m 

child?” sbpiAjiH hiH^- f 07 hU 

^il'he I aniwgteir sMbeufld. tills IL ^ hfeife 

bad ibbfei%v<iaiawn^>a€^b^fti^bhaild^^ 
feion| the f^t tiiSt it 

>€iirisdai{, bnlllied hii&^‘ to" cdlfi^^feSP^ 
shlf 'tfop 'wlrat' '-nnist* ibehgi^ptyl^hd endu!rai®?§^f‘^^* 
painfnl operation. After a momeltit^ W*'*^^^ K'^*teid‘ 








It » is . teue, &in ■ ^ Her motlier' becart^ 
my wife. Proceed with any statement which’ ma^; 
(|encern nny dnty.’’ . • . • • t ' 

.. I haye no inore to* • say ’ than this : ■ If thero^s a 
prize, that the law. might hand over to BycHffeV. 
danghte^i', ^ I am mnch mistaken if there i ^ dsn’t m 
who’U t$tke , precions good care to keep, ’ th# 
law hoodwinked. And that lawyer i is Mat‘ J ermyn/^ 
"Vpiy, ^ good sir,i . if youVe - been taking J erinyn 
ipto: yppr . ponfdenpe, * yoiiVe’ been • setting: thd-ifoxt 
toi keeP'.’OfEiilhP weasel. ., It s strikes* me that -jwhenf 
you were made a little anxious abont thosei ariiele^v 
of poor Bycliffe’sj. /yourputi dertriyln on makihgian- 
qi|l|^si|pf|ipe,qvj]h<?j It think 1 1 jam right?” 

.^,f.^I,,dp nohide’ny.ih”.»n!!!r. /i '• 'V’'. 

Ah I — it was very well *i yon did, * vfeha^ 

, Pve' ' fpniid , ..oust i tk^t h^’s , Igoit' hold 'df ? <st)me 
s|| H ^ f t^hich 1 tm • »means ’ bin i • stifle; ' 

I ypul ideshrOi toy j u sti ce ; for y.onr ' daughteor^ 
J .sJioidd isayjT-rdon’t soi mnbh'iasJ 
wihkptd joWtSclf .^beforoff femyd and if yoTibye- got j 
a^, papers withingS] of dhat ? sdrt 'dhat- innayf’ come ini 
evidence, as these confounded rascals^■th©/Iawyersl 
cpft,^..c#ib3h .ithW ' tighithfef dfnthep gj^t dhtid/ Jer- 
ipy^’^ J thtod^ they f mayl^soonr i fly dhef > «dailnneyl> 

ilsve I said enough ? f f 1 s t f > 

fpnrp^ japy fturtter oon»jijai(^J6n 
v^hsilSfr sitr* i?ide^fl,}i^ha^e^noth^ngd^ttW’ 

ijjxpep^l tfeBub oa?^ fa^tifObia€5efi|nmg^ 
^gjjfth^p^^k ,fdisqlQSiuresi #03ff vfla | fc 

j it f hd.UJttO'*! 


TJili sBAimUili 


“Then I have yonr word that you will be silent 
about this conversation between ns ? It is for your 
daughter’s interest, mind.” 

“Sir, I shall be silent,” said Mr Lyon, with ac>,ld 
gravity. “Unless,” he added, with an acumen as 
to possibilities rather disturbing to Christian’s com 
fident contempt for the old man — “unless I were 
called upon by some tribmml to 4<fQ\are the whole 
truth in this re^ tioh ; ih whion case T should sub- 
mit myself to that authority of investigation which 

IS a requisite of spcia.l,prderih ' 

Christian doiwtedj Reeling ,he had 

got the utmosh obtained at present out of the 
Dissenting preacher, whom he had not dared to 
question pnore closely. il Hei must locicjouti 
l%ht% and: -perhaps^ rtpbj hb c? 
by is|i3rii|Lg! theKsediineaf^i)C& drois!^^®^: 

5ujt hb fmlnst not vbntur .e 1 On! ‘inquirii^s > that * knight I be? 
BOticedi He i iwas> fe »aiwe ?df d«ermyEu : ^ / i » id ; M okiii i il 
li^he^ ■ Lyon was i alohedhe . jpaceiu^^diii^^ 

iakbfmg ’toishb^oibs) and<^jiu(Hight 
rabeYie '^rnselfiglftei* thei cqisfcstiEaintJof^^ 

“I will not wait fohi;thedtrgenc^Miade^^%,*'fifeBl 
s^idj'inpre than ohce. . r SS Idwjdl;te!iLjthe 

dti^ i m^Wopted! ispjrit q£ i ii 
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CHAPTER 


1 i ‘ 


'i! M jir„,i t-i » / 'EAjj, 

CoTi'sidoration like an angol came 
And ^vllipl‘ed tlic olfendiug Adaiti (if her ; 

; , Leaving j^er'T^9dy as a para^isei . , ^ 

To envelop and contain celestial sidrits. , 

< !. 1 Shakspeaue : i’/erirj) '*r. 


P.J 1 


, *i'- ; ! 


'■ 's'is.i IP -M 'I ♦ ' i'- ■ ■' ! 


. I' 1 ,‘i 

"i 

' ,1' 'Sit 

‘ i ■ ! ! 1 1 
! hlii 

■! *3 

r i ^ 


i>.t' 


} • . ■ 


jmornikbg) d£teT- mticli ptayer for tiie rieedv 
fill; dtreHg til aioidi wiB&DioQL^ Mr^Iiyon oame;dbwai^stiati^^ 
wi&ii(ihe resoBiition tbdii aiootbe^; dky should liot pas^ ' 

iof ^ the " ta^k he had laid 

hhhself ; hut what^fhoui? Jhe' should j ohob^e for hiS"^ 
adbffliul ’ tO' EBfeheff. must ^deptod*^ 

mutuM CKjimpatiiods; * <Perh!apsj'he must defdr it^*tiil^ 
th^^t;up albn© together^ 'affcdr Lyddy was ^oueHod 
beC '’/Buh,at' teeakfeist ^Esther feaid^ — ^ ^ ^ 
iift.Ifedai;^cis« aihblidayy/ialther. Myipto|)ils aTOt 


^ehs^. Whahhia¥eJ» 


yioui ar50 'hating*' U(b''' 
breAfeiSt. Oh, Lyddy, h^dyfi^he^ ha^d^ 

again.' I wish you would not read AUeyne’s ‘Alarm’ 
'befoi^ l^^aMaat; It makes you ory and forget the 
eggs.” 

- “They are hard, and that’s the truth; but there’s 
iteartSas are harder, Miss Esther,” said Lyddy. 
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think not/^ said Esther. '’This is leathery’ 
enough for the heart of the most' obdurate Jewi' 
Pray gire it little Zachary for a I.; 

Dear, dear, don’t you ' be so light, misil ' ' ^ 
may all be dead before night.’- . ! Ihu > ffti> 

You speak out of season, my good’; Lydd;^,”^ 

Mr * Lyon, wearily 5 ^ ^ depart into the ’ kitoheni:’^ < ^ ’ f ^ ^ ^ 
i« ^*‘What havo you got ^ to > do to-day, father ?’’'Pe3y 
sisted Esther. have a holiday.” ^ v- ’- i**' v' 

Mr Lyon felt as if this were a fresh sumknotl&fkoil 
to'^elay. I hav^e somethmg bf 'great ^^nroki^t W 
da,imy dear b^nd since yoii ai^ not‘trtlLertrf^e fed 
mandedv I t?ill ask yoti^ to coba'e and' sit^witJromO' 
lip^stalrsi” ' ■ ■ '■ i.i. i.o 

' Esther Wondered what there eould be en h^r fa&eif%t 
mind more pressing than his morning stiidiesf.^ * 

3 She tsooh knew. : Motiofrless,i ‘but • mehtall y -‘ster^d 
as 3 she ' had ne ter been ^ hdfof e, ■ Esther^ li SteWed * tn 
her mother’^;’ story an# to 'the-oirtpourin^ »’<|f 
step -father’s ’ iong-peiit- up ' espenebcev ‘ 
of ' the ; morning sun which fell athwelrt - the ub^ 
the sense of the beginning * day,' !baH.''de^pfeh’e^''m# 
solemnity more than bight ' Would hate'fenb.d l All 
knowledge which alters bur lives penetratefe^WbiH^I 
when it oomes^ in^tbe early ’morning 
has to be travelled with something new n^d perhaj^-’ 
for lever* safl iil its ili^fc^^ fe^^ad imag*e^Of Ithe life’lhat 
^reads beyond.-i >'But" at* might Ihe^-timedof 

if.; h-'„^ ii-1 r ; j/ '/ ij.i i ' 

‘MrEybn'regarded^his^ narrativd'las’a 
as' ■ 4 dN©velai3emut©i'thr&t^ bblOved’ ^nMLd^ bf 
misefea!blei^wbS@^ii^sa<§^d^J 3 ^^*^But 






of st>rt t her mim<i Boemed isud- 

.d^nty mhvg&d. by a viaioii of paB^on and struggle,, 
of delight ,aud reniinciationy in ,tho lot of beiirgB whO; 
had hitlrerti<> been a dull enigma to hen And ir]| the 
act of unfolding to her I that , ho not her. 
lather, but h$-dhnly striven -to cherish her aa a father, 
had only i lemgfed ; to ; be ’ loved as a faflior, tbe |)(id(l 
way|WO|'n,Mlw?lwer]tdly man i became the object /^)f a 
new sympathy in which ‘JEsthor felt hcrBelt-.Okaltedii 
hmhaps thfB. knowledge would: have be<!in less po^er- 
M withwii hea:, hnt ior ithl?! *nmntal' preparation that 
had com© during, the last two months from 
ac^ugiutanoe v^ith Felix Holt, which had taught hen 
to doubt the infallibility of lier own standaid, :an|i 
ramed ^’arpresentiBieint of moral- depths . that - •'were 


hidden from] hen . H i*, , ‘i ot 

p JEstherlhad taken her place opposite to her father, 
aud fh^ UOt movedl evendmr clasped hands: Wliil^.ho; 


wa^ spewing*. -‘But,. aften Hie long > out]^>ouring 'dn? 
^hiuh h#|Seemed to lose the sense of 'everything butt 
tlii^ . memories h© tvfas jgiving aittmance tO-jj he paused* 
a. little, while :and;tlien said timidly — : wis 

jli^Thisia.a lat© iretrieval of : a long error,- 'Esthcrv, 
h,pah^mct excuses for myself, for we ought tb strivel 
t|]iattcurh©'ffe<?ti<)ns be rooted' initlie': ti’uth- 'Neverw 




■n 


■■1 

>.■ 


” ' 1 :. 1 !•! ( 

’’jpr- 'I 'i . ! ; ■ ’ ^ . i • -, . -O 

'i?isenj:a4djhad glided ori to the woodesat 
herhather’st-chairpwlrere hOj.waf'. 
accustom^ to lay books. She wanted to speak,, buifer 
thetftoodgates OQuld. uotibo; opi^ued for words, lakm©- 
fhr^w her! : I round • tfro^ I old man’s i neck andi 

witht a? gasaionate .■ ory^. Bather^ ] fethejrh 






V 






— I will ^ i 

I The'^ld; m|an'^jlit|ie,,^eliQat(i^»,frai0ft€ 
a an^. 

i^i^nsitj, ,. ^ ,Hes ; vli^e^iii 1 g^iptg 4a i *askj;foi^wejTO!»fif 
qi )ipr wliQ a^ed ,. In tiiatf rdanQertjoi 

supreme complete erDotiau vpne iraljl of tlie -lidififster’® 
joy was the thought, “ Safely ^ the work ’dfigafj^de'is 
begun iu her— surely here isia heart tha4 thse /Lord 
hath touched.^’ , ■ , .. .,>r- > ?, -.vtiirnd 

They , sat ; ^ enclasped ? ■ in . sileiioe,? j whSte I Estfeseb 

relieyed her^fuU h^rt, .; When she" rai^eA*aier)he^d, 
she sat t^njte/ sfiJl hibr jia . niiuute. or/ lwo looMng'. 
fixedly^ before, her, .and* keeping) one littlie hand ! in 

fb© ;n|inister’s. Presently .she kx^ked'iat,! himiiandl 

Then you lived like a working man, fathenf ^ybn- 
yery ppof; . - <Xet .my mother,.. had. Ibeen 
t^rjln.xui'y, She , ("yas , jwell ■, bo^in‘*t~rshe *wi^s' a 

'-ifl ’ i,...’!. ■' •:■■ '■ '»!;»; » « !< * :. Imh". .‘•’/•i 'iffl 

“It)i^, true,, my .dear j.it' wasdas.pooFi.Mfej tiia^id? 

<^mld,giverher.;^i,,h ,!■■// j ./s ,■ 

jliri.Jiypn ^ answered,; in : utter ; dimness .‘as to. ihof 
course ^[petlrer ’ anfind , wae talang* < . , He had i^nti^^tedi 
b^qredhs.diBqlpw^j.fram his Ipng-standing diseto- 

in* her whiejhfWete pfteht:fche» 
pfjsilept igri^ ijO,shim,^ th^ thp dieoo Fiery likelfj"! 
tpj h^ye , ith©‘ .}?PPne^t interq#;for her.iWauld, bo/ctia^» 

thatJ of Ihei’popri 

Dissentingn:p?ie^ohpr 57^ |that, atlW| 

f spfi^biffti ps ) iiyeiie , predamhwit^^ * . fHe f f e- 


It 
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the diikrB inner life, and waited for Tiefv^ 

. ' <* 

clearness. ' ' * 

. that must be ' the best hfe, fathei*/^ ' 'said 

Esther, suddenly ‘rising, with a hush across hct pale- 
ness^ -and standing with her head thrown a little' 
backward, as if some illumination had given her 
new decisionJ That must be the best life.”'* ' ' - 
^^What lifej my dear child?” ' ■* * ' ' i 

i - i^kWhy^ that where one bears and does evefything^ 
because of some great and strong feelmg — ^Sh that 
tliiiS add that dn one’s oiroumstarices duti’t sigmfyr 
Jjf^Tea, verily^ but the feeling that 'Should be tliiiS* 
snjo^me is^devoteduess to the Divine Will.” 
j I lEsIh^ did i bot speak i; her' father’s Woids did ' ii6t 
fit^on tbithe iihpresSioni wtellght in her 'by Wllat he^ 
had told her. She sat down again, and said, mofe 

• (" i . . 

quietly^ o I t. n-.- 

i I ■ dld« not speak nmch' of iny— first ''^thSf ?” 

n ‘Wot 'Biuehy'dear.i^' She '’said he was be’autlfui to^ 
the eye, and good and generous ; and that his family’ 
riraSi dP th<^e> who'ha'V'e beehloiig privile^d’awlong 
their fellows. But now I will deliver to you the ^ 
lettlersy which, together With a ring and lOcketJ&e 
tbe^oifdy 'Visible ndemorials she tetained 
^iiMr-Byons beached' and delivered' tO""' Esther the h6*x^ 
ceiiainbig the relics. ’ “ Take them, bud ei^aniMe’ 
thhMiinvpriva^', mljr dean -'A-ndtli'^t T'm^^ ih6ie ° 
eiKT Hby doilL<^al'ment, T'will'tell you some date oeclut-' 
renee^’4li&^ lOsIb though'^tdl 

firislenl^aflpf^etiuibm ^ 

' ' then* f^aibriited’ *Esthe't“*all’ feat had ’pias^ed^ 

ahd-Qhrisiitol'’’ Tlfe "pO's^ibfety^-^ 
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to which Mr Lyon’s alarms had pointed — that her 
real father might still be living, was a new shock. 
She oonld not speak about it to her present father, 
but it was registered in silence as a painful addition 
to the uncertainties which she suddenly saw hang- 
ing over her life. 

“I have little confidence in this man’s allega- 
tions,” Mr Lyon ended^ “ I ,p(|nfe^S||ii§ presence and 
speech are to me as the jarring of metal. He bears 
the stamp of one wh9,has never ,poii9^iypd aught 
of more sanctity than the lust of the eye and the 
pride of life. JSe hi^ts ^^t spme possible inheritance 


for you, and ^denounces - mysteriously tho * -dOvices of 
Mr Jermyn. iJl fliis may or ’ may not, h;p.ve a true 


foundation. But it is not my part td 'thoyb in this 
.matter save on a clearer showing.” 

^ ^^^Ceiikinly not, father;^’ toid^ 
little; wMld ago, these > prdbfemAtic * prospects ifii^ 
Have set ^ her dreaiiing pleasantly * but ' h W,* for' tebmb' 
rbaions that she could not have put distinctly ’inti' 
i^ords, they affected her with dread. ^ ' • * ■ ^ ' 

'• J- 1 hi'-' .'i ’tiiiih Yl’fii'J 
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f CHAPTER XXYlf 


ii' c r 


I (i ‘ ^ ■' j i' !, 


* ' « J ' 4 ’ 


: ), ' ; : 3 > - i • 5 . < ! '■»■!(«;' 


' T(( hear witli 6yea is pait ot love's rare wit. ‘ ■ I * ' * * ' ' ■ ^ ,, 

. j, :;‘3H^S3«RSAiwaj;!^OWi«fe. ‘''?nfis In 


' ■ ! 1 < " 


' ' ; n : ■ ' ’ I [ CustoM catls ime io't. : ' ' ■ * ' * ' ’ ■ | 

^,. ,, .j , , “WTiat. custom vyills, in all UuiigH showl(.l w4jd^'t, ,M .'7 !» I 
The dust oil antique time would lie iins, wept, . ^ 

'»n ? l ii ‘*AM’m6Whtaitinii^ erWir birf'idb highly hb^ped 


th§ Mv\ LyoA mt to sOOi >the' teick ^ 

had. b^o^. p43St4 :j 
andi " 

.rolioSj.Qf li^rn-pai'eni^m^as. left 
alone in the parlqi^tr tthei Singeitog-^/^ 

the early dinner, not easily got rid of in that small 
house. Eicli people, who know nothing of these 
vulgar details, can hardly imagine their significance 
in the history of multitudes of human lives in which 
the. sensibilities are never adjusted to the external 
conditions. Esther always felt so much discomfort :| 
from thc^e odours tliat she usually seized any possv i 
bjlity of ofcapiug from them, and to-day they op- 
pressed her the more because she was weary with . 
long-continued agifttion. Why did she not put on , i 
her bonnet as usual and get out into the open air? j 



Xa® 




Tx 

' w^js oile of ffchose pleasant 'Nbr^mber afb^ftlooii#-^ 
pleiaBa^:t3 in the wide conntry-^whekiotl^^tofiime^y 
©a tlae olihging bi‘o\yn‘ leaved of the 
the la,sti yellow leaves* of the elms flntte^r-d^Wt^ih 
fresli "but not eager breeze. But Esther' 
the - Qo:fe^pale arid with ireddbnefi eyelidsj'ter 
all pxxshed barik carelesalyy abdlher eibbw- resting on 
the 3:*id.g-y black horsehair, which iisnfedly almost 
hetf teetii 6h edge if she jlressdd »tfc even thrbrigM her 
sleb-\re~- while her^ eyeSi nested ^ l)>kiife!y on' 'Ae 
S^tefe^-fci 1 ; . , Lyddy had'';'s®ki,’ ^^’Missj^yoti 
yodii oaqcilti st^ke s a vs^alkrf *gb * and dowrii-^ 

netVeir boiisl'dri*'*fech.^ -disoidhr,^^ 

refleote<3. that there had been a death trom‘'#^^ri^ 
ieeeniblyri But the^ obstinate Miss ' only ‘^sfei’ ler 

hea^.<3.^! ^ ^ >>.; .-i-tv,! -1,1^ 

Esther was waiting for the sake of — not a 
baibilit^l « fln?fe-^«44 «ere * pofeibiiityy which' -fee 

brothy ^cpdonrs endttrriWei Apparently, ‘in fcsS'^iaM^ 
hal£ -aki diour,* i the possibility came 'td ■ pks^^ ^ 
obasia^eci Iter attitnddf ^ almost - staiied se^' 

sat clown again, and listened eagerlyi‘^*^‘'If 
shoiild. I hirii awdyyi cohM ^ * 1lel*feelf - 4iit 

and call him back? Why nett?^-^’ Bn oh things werib' 
^drnadssrble where -it w^’niAi^ltK5d, * Neces- 

sity’' of' i^e case; that.tbera^vmS Wly frieiidsfepj ' Brifi' 
Lyd^jr opetod t^ie doori isind saM/^dHsg3eo^6 Biei% 
mis^* ^itomts trilkrioW if yon*!! Ibayd 'tc/ (X)ffle 

ipuii i Sy^(^diMnJ>yto‘ was’gadly.^1 '*1- ^ ^ * '/(feiflt 
oil yes, Lyddy, beg him to come in.” 

« ) f^M:4 '■» W 
they^-s'ht<s!t©fo Hands^^4ioniy 5 1- too# llfd%%'’^dfsritiB: 
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But you do look'1H,’«.he «weiit dm, ‘as he seated 
him^elC at theiotlier encL of; the sofa. iiaitilier-4^ 

foi': th^^ifc’a a, false way of it^you look ^asil 

yom had /been .ysery much, distressed. Db you*iiimd 
abomt any taking i^ticd of it? - r , : m 1 
,j He sppkdul^ery Ikindiy, and looked at her morte 
persistently/ /than h© had* evbr; done before,: -when; her 
hair,]w;a^tlperfei(^t^^.!: - ■ m' ; <;;i 


{ M^fXon are quite right ■ I am not dt all ill.- .Bui 
Iihaveib©en very mnch agitated this niorniiig.' > / My 
fetherfhas been telling me- things! I never heard 
about my mother, and .giving me things that 
tn her-. She. died when : I was a very little 

l‘, 'U »!)?■ », ?'!;■ ./o.*'. !■■ I'i 


« . . f f ,it / is no nl^ pain ■ >troiiil)le) i for ydn 5 and 
Mr Lyon ? I could not help being anxious to kkowf 



* r 


• t 


•.'J 


■ M 



p^sod/ her { hand oyer her brow beford dhd 


an^W eiif^di J t f ^ 1 / 1 hardly < fkno w > whether it, is f * paiii,’ * oai 
sd|n©thmg. better than pieasurei* j It luis mad© 
s®#f ,,thmgs*iil ! was ? blind to ! I before depths^ IniCKm^yj 

^thpr’s ^aturel'h r',,;r i:/' ;..ir ,!//■/' 


■J I ! i ^aid* )iihisj ' she j looked, /at Foli x^. ^ and? thoib. 
eyqs.,inefr;yer|^, 5 gravely.. ..jv/ 

i^l^mihrfa.ibeautifluLday,” therjsaid, •^11t';would| 
gd^intn/the air. !KLet<.>Ene taki^ty/Oir 
iil# ;^y#ri flx)wards Littk/IVeb|^, IwillnyouBn aI 


li^fibpnla^tlttnf/ ^aido Esther, 1 ai 
tingly, thongh they had floovear. walked nMtI.feegljther 

before. onio*> ^'*'1 ** 


fuJf i?; get/ -iiatp the . (fields they (had * to 

’tb^ stre^ ; landrwhei^EsillieBl&avh sQnoidi 

, I ■ > 
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^oqiiainta^nbds, she ; reflected' iher ^ waiting; 'alermsd 

with Eelix 'might be a' si^bjeot of TOiiiaark-T:^l|b the 
more / because of his oap^ patched ’ bool®,* nd - solaf 
and thick stick.- Esther was .a lif tie amazed » hei^selJ 
at I what she i had - conie to. i ; jSo ; our live® ^ide » m d 
the river ends we don’t know where, and'.thetfBdaA 
begins^ and then therehs mo -hi obe jumping iaBho¥e.* 
u Whenfii the j were- in- the Btreiefe^'i Esther tiaidlji 
spokel ’ Eelix ^talked' with; -bii^ umal? reaidmessy-la® 
easily as if he were not doing - it SoWff^; to d^rt ter 
tteughts, about 'dob kludge’s delicate and 

then probability that the ditllo' white -fae»©d* ikonkey) 
would' not^ hwO- iorig 9 amdlthen about -te* -miserable' 
beginning of a night-schooly which was all! he;c©iuld‘ 
get together at Sproxton ; and 'the disrlialLnesa*rOf 
that - hamlet, wvhi oh was a sort^'of^lii)filo tHeoCoalpit 
on one side and the “ public ” on the other — tind^yeti 
a' ^aradase-* compared with -the . wynds of ■ . Grlasgow, 
where there! was little more than a chink of^dayligfat- 
to sho w die ■ hatred in ^omen’ s faoesi ... r , ? • ) ! , ^ : m i j ; 

' But sbdh they got into thb fields, wh^e: there 
a right of way towards Little Trbbyy* nqw, followingf 
the course of * the ! river, i now crossing :to^ards' a 
laaie, 'and now fuming into- at cart - track j through a. 
plantation, -? ", 

^ Here Wo are I said ®elix,?iwhenttHey> had .croBsed 
the wooden bridge,^ dnd^vfere " treadhog oh ithe slants; 
ing shadows made by tteielmrtartnksi^ '^ I think/thisi 
i^ill^licic^e.^t tS never fed; les® unhappy than* an thesis' 
auiuiiim'Sdternbolis ^ften they are ®unpy/?: 1 ■ i ; . // 
- tiflligi^y !* ?rh.ere ik^ ■! ^ said - Esfher|rirtffl3f*,> 

^omeof herihabituAltiMioia^Sj^^^li 
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caught you an seirchnteadiotion. I hfweiheardt ; 

4^ite furmis against |>ulingy melancholy 
If* I ‘ had said’ what « you. hay e just Said, you wouki ' 
hkve * given; "me a ’Mng lecture, hnd told me to go: 
home anid inteiest -myself in the reasdn of the' rule; 
of';tthre©.’^^■' ',1,1 ' 

<5 ?V^ery djhely,”; said iEelix, beating the i weedsj * iae-l 
(yiiding tOiSthd foible of our common humanity '?#hen 
it^ has a ^stiefc in i its hand. “ But I don't think* 3iuy-h 
self a fine -felMw because I’m melancholy;: I ^n’t) 
iheasure my force by the riegations in me, and thhail 
my 'soul must be a - mighty one because ’it. is * more? 
given 'to* idle 'suffering ithan to beneficent activity;/ 
Thast's ‘ ? i^hit ' y ouri favouritei gentlemen do, i of t < thel 
Byronio-hilious style/’*' ■' : > ; 

'' VI don’t' adlmdt’ that’ those are my favourite geni-! 
tiemen/’ *: 

f 

, //^I'We i heard you^ defend them — gent] emeu > li jce 
yomri R4nJls, ; who have, i no particular talent ‘.for * th©.^ 
finite, but a general? sensei' that the infinite /is 'tlie? 
right thihg * for them. * ? They' might as* ivedb boast: of 
nausea? as a proof ' of a strong inside.’’ 
i; stopi-' You run on in that w^y to get out; 

o4‘ rdiy’ Teabh;'! I • convicted you of confessing that you i 
are melancholy.” j: : ; 

i>'li«Y‘^,’bsalid;'Felix/,: thrusting' his left ‘hand intb his 
ptsisklt, >ditfe<a Arbg as^jE cbukl confers i td ^at great ♦ 
maily^l oiii;e]l things s i’m* idot rprond - hf;; i ? ? The* Ifact is/ i 
thendr are^mdt nc|tpyf^easy?f fotsi to /be draw#>dn1 th©r 
world St/pore^irb; tS-u^h aSotheyrdrOfski^m^iOOti 
eiW@fii 3 ^oft thefayi-, I id^n’t -say/life* is • 

iItNp d|M 







i , s . ’^P^l feeling , q.n4ii |iai! Mfcn^^ 
, the, finest .fellow of, ,'q.ll w^y, jlp>e \ tfe^;oSie>lwhi> 
cpnld he^. gl4(i to, have liyedi bec^u^e 
chieSy mmeraWe, . , wd hji^... life 'had 
spme prie- whp, nepd^djitr .-He. .would 

j « 

wh^ ,i]!ic^t powers,. and- the, fewe^-.iSeiB&fe 

w^ts.,, JBvit j'iifl,,n#',:SR t9,!%:JByeiiPf!iwh8t.Jiaeie! 
tc;^ be, I’l^ ofteoi.a. Iiangiy ,dis.fo«^^S«ted fejldw.”! 
,7“;W!by,bsW|S,.5^«u,paads your Jife-iso 

tioiu- .,‘j ]i;tj spends tpjwe,,.y0};»,ia,j{f),.tri€^,it» ^|gi A*a(t 




, liPjt at fflhf 1 i^id ,Fte%, . puyt 

poerse w^ a* very siniple . . It; wag^ , 
tp me by conditlous that I; saw as cte^lylfa^ 
the h^ys.pf this stile. .Itfe^a diffi^lilti^ef toQ/! 
Felix, striding.jqyer^ , . * “ Stetll J Wp/ipuf ^(i»^ m 


can (fe I without .,;lr ,h|./ 

simple enough,’' •eontiiin@|l,|W€3i:%i« 

they walked pp. “Ifil 'meant tpi:p>ut<av##Pi»^^ 

thqae^dt^g^ I mn# fee^.mifn^^er^^a 

cpiirs^iat her ,fge .^ha ,wp#i4f ipe^ de^^ve the, 
h^.:beenu^ed tp.,n.HM^df.Ii%i 113^ I np 
agqip^t wi^t they cah..g#fitpqi bu^in^sfg^^ui - v-rd 
, ; “ Put, eypry .pn^ did tas 1 y^uc |do ?^h. Pleas^t 
to forgive me for iwlnet ^ 

3^u ppqld,n9tv>h^^.JiY^^ a#: I^noui^lj wttfe 


n'sf'ni 


irinn cfj'ti 


^id Felix, bluntly. have to determine' '§»> my 
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selfyiaiid nf>t mehi ‘ 1 dMi^t blame'' themy dr 

tbmk I ‘am ' better “thto' 'tb^y ; their cirbiiih^iabAfe^ 
are differentJ i ' would tieter Ohoose to wit]vdft''w^ 
myself froRfi’ the Mboiir and cOibhion bnrtlien of the' 
world ; but I db ehOoSO'to Witbdra'W nl3melf frdni'the 
pnsi. and -the ^scrdhible for money and pb^itidn.' Ari;^ 
mands^at Mbert^' to^call lAe a fodl, ’and say 'that niath 
kind' are heketited by the' pnsh'And the sctaihbre' th 
tlie ? iohg-iiinJ ' Buf ’ I care for * the ];fe6idh ' wild live 
now and Wilbbot be Hvfng’Wheh tlie lon'g^-rhh cdinds.’ 
As ‘it pr^er going hhi^ires with’ the iiiilhl)ky.”'^" * ' ' 
Esther did not speak, and there Was 'kildhdh he- 
tw<Sen them for a mmtite or twoy'tiH ' lhdy passed 
thr©dgh^a*gate'intb a plantattoti where there was ho' 
large ^ timber, * ' ' but only tHimetemine cl 'tree's and uii- ’ 
dei^woocly ^ so that * the ■ isunlight fell oh the ' iiidsS^^ 
spaces ‘ which ' ’ lay ; open ' here and tlidre. • ' ' * ^ ^ ^ 
^^See how beautiful those stooping birc^h-^teinS^ 
are with the light' oh ^ tfeeni I Md' FCli^l:! 
is* -an'^ dld^ fdlMd * trunk they ha vh • inot thought ynrth 
carryitigi uWayJ ^ ^ ' Shhll ^ WO* ^Sit ddwh a littlk^ ^hife ? ^ ^ 
* ' ‘ '¥e& 5 ' ^ Ihe* * mossy ground • ^ith' ■ 'the ' ‘ dr^’ ioavhs^ 
spiinkledi ov^ it is^ dMigb^tiPfo 'CheU ' ‘E^thbP 
filaiodo wn sitid ' ‘took bf[^°h!eh *%6nne%' lihat ^ the ‘ di^Kt ■ 
breeze migM-'falb oh heh head:' ' Felix/ 'tod, threw* 
d^wd^tiis- lying' bn' the" ’ground 'With 
lAi hack sigainst bib ’ felled trunk; ■ ' ' ‘ ^ ‘ ^ 

Sj^felt^more as' yon do,'’Mshe^ said/ 'lodkirig. 
atj&0 her ''foot/ which* Was’ playing witli^h' 

tuft of mosSi “ I can’t help caring very much What 
happ^isi to^rne; * And^yon’Seem'hy CareAo ifftlC 'about 
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■ ,,f: .y oti ! are : ^ Uiorouglaly . mistafceri j ’ ’ said - B’elixi h s f 1 H; 
is , .just, a I'm a Very aiaibitioas ifello t .witSk 

very biiugry passioiiis, wanting a great Ideab jfcjQ. satisfy 
me,! that 1 1 have ohosen to give np wihat peiofil^'oall 
worldly good. At least that has been jcmehofetetmifiT 
ing reason. It all depends on, what -a ^ man (gets inrlo 
his CQtisoionsnes$T-^whatr life; thrusts 'into t 'his iJtaind, 
so that fit: beeomeis ipresent i to. him as Irenroi^e is 
preseiit . to < the gnilty, i or., a . meehanieal i jproblem to 
anmiy.entiva genihs. ! . 'Elier^l^re, two! thirds Fve’got 
pr^nntrfe that Vay.:, one ofyhem iS ithof pfetwe/ dt' 
what I shonld hate to be. I'm determiike^bolisever/to 
go abogt faoe.siihpering of solemn,; ^nd 

telling. professional lies, for. profit jMOr to get^ .tangled 
in affahs where I must wink at dishonfesty Jajid 
pocket the, proceeds, and justify, that knavery as part 
of a system tlxat I. oan’t .alter.! l-Jf I,oWe wentdnto 
that sort pf .struggle for- isneoess,. li shonld, want ,to 
win-rnE < should f defend , i the wrong that . li jhad . jonoe 
identified myself with.. I should become, evej'ything 
that I see now beforehand, to he detestable- Aiad 
wh|3|t’B .more, I, should i do this, as men aro; doing - At 
every i day?/ for ^ fridiqulpnsJy ^iSpiall /pri^^e^perliaps 
for iionp,ait!aU4~-perhap^for fd# sakeoitwo^paiiffems^ 
arank eligible for the johmohwardenship,*a^,disopn^ 
tepted , wife? , and several unhopeful children.'' , . : , , . , 
Esther feJit a ]terrfofe;ipressmpie,bm/iilerf hearty 

jt 

fil j Beimoft^peBS J^eSxrf-the’ iSB»ssi 

833p,yi^;Ul;^,^rly triivialito ,■ 

.c.ifS Tlii^,;(jih^ri, thing tl)u%t’s,!got,vintQ;.my minsi.ilik^ 

aft^',!anpa,ua0^ is, i t^i-lifejof 
the miserable — the spawning life of vice and bnngert 




neveb'ye of sleek^.^dbgB. The'oM’Clatho- 
llbB^ are' right j with their higher rtilb and'-thdir'loiv-eil 
Sbme are eaflled to Bubjebt themselve$ to"a' ^lardei* 
discipline j: awl- renonnce things volimiii^ly Whieh 
are lawful for other Si It is the old word>— ^ neceB'- 
sfty is laid itpon- -me.^ ” • i ■' ’ ai 

. “ Jt seemS tb nie^yoh ate stricter than my father is/^ 
quariiel dfeligM that! nOtlba’se 

or cmel^ ^btit* one ndust 'sometimes accorhmodate one^s 
Self to a small- share. '*Thatls the lot of the ‘majorityi 
I ' wonld* wish ' the minority joy, obly they dbn? t ‘ want 
my ' wishes.’^' 'f ''' ’ • ^ 


. I?'" 


i 


t ^Again- there was ‘Silence.”'* Esther^' ehebks ' were 
hrA?4n‘fe^ite x>f the bfeete*' that Sent her llah' fleatlh^ 
baokw^tdj ' SHe felt 4n intrard sWain; a detnahd en 
her to see things * tn ' ^ ' light ‘ ’ that Was hot' ‘easy ’’ of 
sbothing. When Eelix'had asked, her to waik^ lie 
had « seenibd ' sh Mindy so ali vb to What might ’be ■ hbt 
foelm^Sjihllat ‘shb had* thotight dierself neater to hihi 
tihaii ^sbe ^had « bben' * before* \ * * but sihoe they * hid 
boihe outy he^ ^had ajipearbd'tb’foigbt all that. ^ ArJd 
yet.'skb was conscious that ‘this' dmpatienee* ’of dibrs 
was* we&ry ‘^ettyj * »- 'Battling! ’dn* "this wky 'ysfith' her 
eH^^*Mttle' ith;^ulsbS 5 ' ^ at tlM' lihehi-Btein^^ 

opposite^ till ’ ’h'er ' gaze ■ was’ too^ Hvide for - -hbt to’ see 
anything* disldh<itlyy *she*t\ras nhaWare howdohg they 
reniaaneddwithchit^speakihg ^Sh*e did nOtMow 
that iPeMfc haSfobangefl his*aititnde a little, and%a'^ 
resting his elbow ’ oh 'ihb ’tree-trttnk,' ’white hfe Shpl 
pbiAed'’his '<head,'fkvhioh' tutinbd' tbWards* Her. 
Baddenly^he saidyinja'inweV- tenb ’Ilian was* ’MhittioOL 

— iJMti O'slv (if /.;,U fH j7 p. tO ; Jl aslJ 
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I ’“ Ymi are. .very beautifuL't h^/- ^.•s,ru;n 

jSlie started and; looked . 1 .Hi'lh 4 s,©e 

. whether liiss face would give sorde ihel^llietUtbe in- 
terpretation q£ > tliis . novel sjieecbi : < He 
mp at het qnit^ calmly, veryimuah as- a*irevereB#ii 
Protestant might look ali a pictni^e’ df 
witii! a'fdesrontnessMSTi^esled byi theisir^n^ia^ier 
than by the image. . / v^iiy . wa^^nobiBithe 

least i ! giNafied t * she » felt I Itlat, somehow / or • ♦ '^ther, 
'Felix. ! was gbingij tof reproachr herJ ! 1 I i » d d ? ; . 

; , } f ^ I wonde^r ?he went ?dh, stilb^ loeiEms*/ j 
whethfor *thd'^btlef‘ineii®miii!^l of‘ 

♦ ' ' a O 

come • to -Measuring ' the ; iarc^ llh«6 wotmldi t 
beautifid wOiii 4 n whose -mind was ah«mdble*i2^4he9r 
*fece was beantiful — -who made jawinan^s 
Ifcer msh in one current with ^ all the 

his )>lite«‘ ■ '‘{' •' * ' •'? j i' M . I *',}■ ».^' , '■ ri* ii' id / '■jt t* M 

Esther’s eyes got hot and smarting. It was 
fuse tryinguto^ be digni^ed. <. She had tiirhedl away 
her head, and now saidy !;rather bitterly, ^ 

difficult fon a woman ’ever to try ltd -be 
good^tiwben she is iBot>fbefeieved in-T7-v 
ways supposed that she must be contemptiblei” 
No, dear Esther” — it was the ‘ihst ^timef Felix 
had .been' prompted' r to? I oaliiuber ffiy li^^sGhtistian 
Bame, ; andras he did^tso hefiaidlFisifiarge^hand*! bti 
l^r two i diitle bands^ whMih * were udbisped. I on ‘ her 
knees. ^^You don’t belie ve> that I- think* yon i©cii- 
leffipti>lfes r,> Wheii ; I . fost i saw ■■ yol t -^ - r -l ’* , ? > .• /.■ I 
3;, ^ ,l>kiah#-/ 1 I^-ikno w^’ ^^d ^ Estl^rj i 
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did think me contemptible then. Bnt it wai 
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very narrow of you to judge' nie in that way, whei^ 
ray life liad been . bo different from youre^ Lliave 
great faults. I know I am selfiBh, and think too 
muOh‘of my oWn small; tastes- and- fob* little^ of what 
affects others. ’ But I ' am not ' stupid.' I -am- 


unfeeMngd I can see wliat is > bettor.?' ^ o ? • i - ; 

! ■ i^fiBut b have not dorre yoH.' injustice sihco d khow 

nioreiof you/hsaid h'^elix^ gOnMy. ^ ^ ^ 

^LYes, yenhavo,'’ said' Esther; turning' and smiling 
at him through her tears. You ’talk to me dikb 


an dangryipedagogiie. .Were yoa always i wise? • Re- 
member the i iiihe’i when you were - fooli sli. hr naxtgli ty.*’ 

. d^'i'hatds not far off,” said Felixp curtly, taking 
away ‘ihi^dhandy and dlasping it with the .other at 
thje dmckr.<|)fdiisHh(md.’i* . The. 'talk; Which' seemed to 
■foe mtroduoing' a* mutual umderstanding, such as had 
not existed before, seemed to have undorgouoifeome 
Aeeki/ i 5 v»o ; o,.-.' , ' • ■ ’• 'C'- 


/jd^SllalFwe’get-rip and walk back 'now? said 
Esther, aften ia few momenta. - ' ^ i • ’i 1 

'u i ’No,f' said ' Felix, entreatingly; - Bon^ti s whhe 
yet. ;. I daresay we- shadlnnew walk together '' or 
sit"h4jfe<,^g*airh?h *>• ■ •' 

! ’^f Whv • not ?j r ' f ir 

«/ 

«ii ‘^B^SauseoI arh a ihahi who warned by 'Vision 

jThisaihld* atfflfeties i bfl ^vitiods and « dreahrs ; gilidiirg men 
hawe^ . d-hhir , ^ tibth . wet I arh' saied . ' by ^ iitokking thi 
future ‘ ^present j to outeel vosl'^ i , i • h i ; - . s' * * , - s - , . , i ii 

“ I wish' I could /geti vislioiis,^ liheil,^^ BaidtJJfether, 
smilinef ' Jat ’biEEib with 'dn ? ^ effo'rt^f <rf 4piayfiilai4 A, in 


reisistaELce to something hvkgtiely mourrifuE.' within 
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whalt: »!' Wa^urt/’ said F4&; -looMng at 'k 6 t 
very earnestly. “ Doii^t head. isDb leek at 

mej and 'then ’I shall feow ifd may‘|^fnnWpeaking. 
X del telreVe ib yob ; > biit h want -y on^ to have* snob - a 
vi^iok ' of ’the ^ fntni4i lhafe* yon i&y neyen dosse ‘^ofm 
toest ^self * Some dhanw or ^ otH^ > may M ^loait 
yonT^Srome of yonr • atta4>f-T0ae * iasoibaltidns wd. 
Bothiiig blit a goocb strong feTHbl‘e®Tisio®^vdlb‘saye 
yon. i And if it dM Sare yon,* 'y(m'.ibigyt'^b 0 ^t;iial; 
womaii I ' was thinking of a little whilW • ago • v?j4en 
^Silooked at yotir face-:: 'the womans i^bose.fhl^hty 
makes a great task easier to men instfeadi ofl turning 
thein aw4y' from b I am not ilikelybt<M ’ Bee"»^^ 
fine issiite*f bift they mays dome’' ‘Where' kiWonian% 
spirit is finely touched. I should like *^ibe‘i 
they would come 'to you/ * / 

Why^are you not difcely to;>Mnawswba4l bedOme$ 
^ me ?d?i feald sEfetberf ttirning aWay -her eyes in bpite 
of his cOmimid. Why ^should ^ou not always^ be 

my f^fiherb friend and mine?” ' :io .^f- 

Oh, I shall go hway as- soon- -as? "1 'Oah «tb-/som4 
large ■ town,” said Felix, dn his ’ libre 
- some® T^tyy widiibd,' ? miserable 1 place, « r j 

be a demagognoiof? a new sort ^r; an -honest bne, df 
poml^dj who will tell i the j^cpl© s they s we» i blind 
and foolish, and neither 'fiatter tkems ii<ir."*fatleaaj bn 
il have my heritage — -ah ■ ordeiH * I : belong*! to. 
‘the blood of toe of handicraftsmen in ihy 
veins, and I want to stand up* fbr' the lofe'df itS 
fe^dicil^^smain** 4s a* ghod lot, in which a makl niay 
to. beite/ ■ trained to aM the ; best funetidns ^ 
nature than if he belonged td fiiegriniamngssetswfeLe 
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have visitiag-oar^s; and ^e*ij>rdiul to be? .th^fMghi 

richer than their neighbours/; ^ 

“Would' nothing eveir .mafee-it 'seem- righib.to 
•tQ. change v our mind ?.’' siaid. Esther/ (she had rapidlj’ 
^oven some .possibilities out of tho n^jw uincertainjtiife^ 
in her own lot^ though’ she would not for the AVjori# 
have had Eelix know of her weaving). fSSuppose^ 
by some means- or other, a fbrturiO might come- to lyo^ 
hcmourablyTrrby marriage, or in toy other unexpected 
wayr-iwould you see no change Jn you counseS’uH./^^ 
i 'lSS No,” .said Felix, peremptorily \ will ineveit bh 
richi. ! : I' don’t. . count that as any peculiar virtne. . . 
Some • ..men rdo ' whll to accept riches, but that isi not “ 
apf^.^^rd vootoon? 1.1; have no feEow-feelingi wijJli 
the r^ as a*i|olass,;;i.the habits - of their-' lives tape 
odious to me. Thousands -of men have wedddd 
poverty, because they, elpeot *tOf go to : heaven* for 

I ,d<M’t e:s^ct^ to go to heaven foriit^; but I<wed 
^enabl^* me* tO; dO what J .most waiit to 
do on earth. Whatever, the shdpes for thenWGiildimay 
h^^T-r-T whether ^reat : or ®mallT- 7 ?^jI .a^m l a . into, this 

gen^a^on.^ -I witti try ? to ? make life* .less fbitter‘§>rja ? 

&w-witiiih my- i-jeaph. ' ?il/t. is hdki reasonable enough 
to, toil fen.ithe fortunes of a femilyj; thongh dt 
t^itrni to imb^iHty > the ' tfeird geiferat / IrMteos^ 


tldobefi^befeare Jiert'dreanaily, till she,iaaiif 
m 1 h^srd ^ fet .p : yet rit as a f gsrfeat • one J 


She ^roBe^^ton walkl 


y . -A • *■ 

" I, ' i i ‘ 


? ni'J 


Iifij':#/ j iMij? : 

think, 

ten-hi&isfee!^, 



m 


-»'i h Hiuh 



THE 





' clrarfey- you 'fitispebtfed- 

Well— they ai*el^8A:A>‘'3flierbjgaS 

of IVygy genOmlly tMhk ^i^iing 

tiiadAd^Sy lirile^^ tboy read' of 
’ A' wbinatt cab hardly ^eref • ’choose- hx ^that 
&\w dl3|f)4ndcnt’ oil diapjlCns’ %6 hbf.‘ -^0 'thrAt 
ih'eai]e*f'tMb^/bE^ 'odly raeglhef thing# ^r© 
Wifh?ii her '*!'' "" '■ 

i ^ « Why bah jcHi imagine chck>6hfig * Mai# 

the bbttbr gaM looklhg^^afe^fet 
'^tU i shdden ■qne^tiohl‘5h’ b'ts ©ye^. ’^Ibid. -bif^ 

ghh yshdj flhslLmg 'o'tferhetic 
’ ^Theit^ 4^yi® ’Wei'© Wid^ a irieahing 

eh^ * ®btil:i]irelj?'^^oh * the secret consciousness Of e^hl 
Nothing had beeh said which 'was necessarily ^il 
kdnaf. ' They walked a few yards 
Which' '^hey' had coinfe; Withdtifc''iii#^- 
l^E^i ^ald' gently, ^rM^ 




and they walked home SbJ eiitrrely 
Mdh. '*' Felix Was striigghiig tis a inlaii' 

With a^' tMmptatiOh, seeing 'beyohd'it%iWi3i^ 
ite’didrig promise."^ Esfh^-^wtls 
Wb^’4if stHiggleS Wdth*^ihfe'‘yearhahg^T#^'"'^^i'^^^^ 
pression of loWep 4iid’"'wit&- 

td a 'y^^lh'g Wftfch* 4>^l)e 

satisfied. '* ^cmMm bt 

d4c& ' W4s ' hiiMBlb d> * 'hr^i^, till " tidy - diilenbd ■ Mall- 
hdiile liand^’^ahd 'Wter©' Withlh -a'’ 'few ^y4r^ Of^l 


“No, I think not. 


-- m 


V ^ • ■ -i^ • ^ 

' wotiM 


t 
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I. went out witli ;you, and tliat 3^011 canipd .ajilarge 
stick, ’ said Estiiei*, with hei* liglit laugh. , < 
Felix went in, with Esther to take tea^ hut jthe 
conweimtiQn was entirely between him and Mr Lyon 
abont th^itii’icks of canvassing, the foolish personality 
of tlm , placard^, and the probabilities, of .IlransQrae^s 
retin’n,.a^,‘ to which Felix declared himself to have 

. 11 , ! i » ' t ^ 

become indifferent. This scepticism made the, ininisr 
i|erj;^n§^y ,:,,he jhad great., belief in the old pK)litical 

had preached that miiversal- spffp^g^ 
and no ballot were agreeable tq the will of ^qd^ 
and, i%ed “itp-nb^l-ieve. that;;a; visible “instrument” 

in , tl^ Eadical Candidate who 
haA pit^ncmnceA emphatically .agaiiist, ^Wbig . finality, 
y flying .43a /P^^verse ? mood, . .contended. , that 

nniyersaljsufip?^c WQvild eaqnaily agreeable,, tq 
de^ilij- that; ,he I w.ofuld change bis politics,] a 
!pa large;r and see. hini^lf morq 

'i .repireseidied % ,Fathament - ^ 

IWj t aa^id, .the. .minister, , “.you , arc 

iWitl| ,.pa^ox ; for yqni wiiJ. not. djeny 
the name , of Radical, or RpobandT 
PjI eQ'id. . in the great , times, when 

in its giaixt, youth.” . , 
y - Imt/ 1 wa?tt . to, go tq some • 


^:^^^<i^;JpW^r,down th^.the.fiBnchise.” 5, 

: worj^ .wthip which, oa^poh-. he 

free men l^m the stifled life of p<^it^- nidMtya 

jnlsQ w^ti M%>b the, Hberal 

.e can be .wmpght* thq .finai.b^ps^^j^ 





-rl 


■n 


TJ 


' 


Tm 


a 


Witk all : my fe^aril / Blit; wkife ,CaUk£b?t',4^ j CWU 
baa, , tiiorngk j ypa. i multiply Jiim : ?by* • a ^ii|i<ar4 hBjli 
sworship ; a very - i.Tamoulo^ . that - cames bot3||ei^ I 
fqiget, ’ though’ — youl i doh^t i read :. . Shahje^pQ^e^i 

• 'i i ‘ * “7 uifH 1« ' ' -'.• •-.-]? 'll -■;i' .fba- 7H-fk 

I am bound to confess that I have so far i-o^kg^ 
int^la volmne^oflEsther’sjaa to? conceive yojur jcj^n- 
ingr, fhtit ;thej fantasies .tji^ein »^o fbtt|ei 
reconciled with a steady contemplation of that -|iiyii]^ 
economy which is hidden from sense and revealed 
to faith, that I forbore the reading, as likely to per- 
turb my ministrations.” 

Esther sat by in unusual silence. The conviction 
that Felix willed her exclusion from his life was 
making it plain that something more than friend- 
ship between them was not so thoroughly out of 
the question as she had always inwardly asseited. 
In her pain that his choice lay aloof fix)m her, she 
was compelled frankly to admit to herself the long- 
ing that it had been otherwise, and that he had 
entreated her to share his difficult life. He was 
like no one else to her : he had seemed to bring 
at once a Mw, and the love that gave strength to 
obey the law. Yet the next moment, stung by hil 
independence of her, she denied that she loved him ; 
she had only longed for a moral support under the 
negations of her life. K she were not to imve that 
support, ail effort seemed useless, ' 

Esther had been so long nsed to hear the forrnuy^- 
of her father’s belief without feeling or nnderstahd- 
ing them, that they had lost all power to touch her. 
The first religious oxperienoe of her life — -the Brst 



3&8 




.V 

'V"** 



tlte fii*st- voliintairy • ^uHjeo#^; the 
fir^t to -, acquire the strength ■ <>f 

hiotives and obey the more strenuous -mle‘—^lia^ 
c^>iae to her thioUgh Fhlix Holt, Ho wonder -th^ 
slie felt as if the loss of him were inevitable baeM 


sliding. 


But was it certain' that she- should ' lose ^hiih^ 
She did not believe that lie was really 'iiidifferent 

to hCr* ' ’ ' . ' • ^ ' ,-ij i • - ; : 1 1 j ■ - j't 



■ -A-. .;f- .•> j 







( Ji ' f ! i { ? f f IIj; |) •! ' f f ‘lii h;.i ; f ji '-ii '/^'i » f [‘'l"/ 1^-4 >’ 

t • 

3''}l. ;'i^ U. n*lf |i,;>l- ?/'**'?»- 3, > fe'wt'ai-ii 1 ■'!■? 

■■’ i'- ^Mi? 1.1 -.-i '.rilin'i i ■■ • 

• ^ . -' ll *, :*i’r**i}hil -M n--/# 1 1 iii.H /i ?lk 'i?!t.?U-i 

■ ''?'Ai{} jI‘)mIv 7 ' iir ;■-■»/ *; 

, Ihfl Jjnn’i'iji .?':/» iMtiJ Hoi 

,’./irr/}‘>Hif lo \uJ <‘>.fTtO' *f^; 


1 ' - 1 ; ' M * 

! { 7 1 

1 1 ' r; f [ 

ful 7 /t 


111 !;. 




ii t.T .‘)i!.i^ ■!'’> H'-'j 

hr-. 

t never dranK wifn him m all my life, 

I ff r// -Si I ‘f hJhH 

'1' *1 t‘n>Hf.ri ' |i j '.<‘ 4n.u-s?'i r>fil ‘^•?}l,{t «■>: 

The mnltipli<jatibrn - of ; iitficQmplime^te^ 
noticed fey Mr Lyon i and ; Felix Holt). 
s 4 \seral s-igns tllat i .th 6 ',day$- of nommati^ii 
tion were apprc^c|dBg.f, riTfee p^^er^i O^rtb^fRey^ 

IJ 



m 9 f>l ” -1 ^ 



T|il|| 







fopsfcliBjfpurificatidti oi mh woU^gnlmM^ 
reconcile private ^ease* land pufelio! 
about ' tLe/ ^stirebts : and‘;ik)filngiu^ daf I ’docws. f m fiiliil 
^nllt was Bci’lgMt -bjiftsin^e^ to 

©pniorfi; fad of a-pnbjicwtoscifc^ 


a® ^a»i 


W»'»l 


•to^jfea Q 


iSj 


e®iistence^!of;tlxe{ you:n^. : giraffe wbioli ^Womb^flLj#^ 
latepgs? f bio^gfebj into>‘ tfeose iparts-r^it /.'wns ^ lb 
ts^piaH;ed^ * ?an<ilfeoi > oiitiedseji f ; - Mr 
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a deep-dyed Torjdsm ; but he regarded all fault-find- 
ing* as Eadical and somewhat impious, as disturbing 
to trade, and likely to offend the gentry or the ser- 
vants through whom their harness was ordered : 
there was a Nemesis in things wdiich made objec- 
tion unsafe, and even the Eeform Bill was a sort 
of electric eel which a thriving tradesman had better 
leave alone. It ‘was only the’ “ Rapists ” who lived 
far enough off to be spoken of unoivill}^ 

But Mr Pink was fond of news, which he collected 
and retailed wdth perfect impartiality, noting facts 
and rejecting comments. Hence he w’as well pleased 
to have his shop so constant a place of resort for 

^ to ■ many* Trebians there was • a strong 
^so<3iation betwyen tte' pleasures of gossip and -the 
smell of leather; He had the* satisfiiction of’ chalk- 
ing and cutting, and of ^ keeping his * journeymen 
oldsB ^ai 'irork, at the very time ’that; he le&imed 
frcma • visitors vdio • were tl%ose whose votes . had 


beeii'^'eafed iii- ^question before His . Honour, ■ how 
Lar^fyer Jermyn » had* be^n? doo much for ^Lawy^ 
I#bron about Todd’s cottages,* and ho in- tto 
opinwn' of some towmsmen, this looking into ‘the 
of people’s property, and swearing it< dowpa» 
beiow'a certain sum, w^'.a»nasty inquisitor! ah? kind 
if ^ i while others observed that beingi i^iGe tci 

was a^^ >non 8 ©a[iBe>^ithey*^ should, 
thy ^ high fenbugh^^ 5 and ^ then ; nevei? > mifi d- df ^ a 


votes^s; ■ thereybonts;' -But) f said 


Bina®' 4heb^ 


r/ everythin' was ^ done’- fonAe 


ssdte ot the‘^d#wyers?i! id 










a relidyi laiictiop eexitkg : did// Ised i that do ' rdAi^ 

of them need live, or that babies weiHe*:'bbna' lawyers. 
Mr lPiiik felt;t|]iat this sp^ulatiorrwass^oisli^liektM by 
the ordering of side-saddles for lawyeisliclsfttghlbiis^ 
and, ratening to tli^ firiiiigbonnd-o£factj,vstatedf that 
iit was gpttipg dusk i ^ T 

* Ihy, dusk iseemed' deepened th©) npxt; »Mom.enti b^ 
a tall figure obstructing the/,'door’teyyi 
whom Mj?,! ;J?ink ^ tubbSd hial laaaJdd dnd^ smilbd ^nd 
bolved! miQue Ifchah •, ©ncel,! ^ witk - eYideirfe » tSaliditMe ' |o 
honour wheore ; koBOUTfl was diie;' wbile<iiei 
‘^Mr Christian, sir, hbw;'do| you do, e 

. . .Ghristiaru lans wered I with! iBei cond^cending »Midlili- 
arity of a superior. /h¥dry Ibddly,"! ieafaf>teIb;you| 
with these confounded braces- that you‘w^© tp^4hake 
such, a fine job of. See, old fellow, theyvd»!bhi^ 
out - lagaki.’ ■ i Ihu.I 

Very sorry, sir. Can you reaW'theiMi»williiilia^B’lf 
I : :■ /- Oh B^esy I'll leave; ifcheim ■’iWhat’s the new^/'ah?” 
saidi ! Ghristiaii, i half seating * himseM : dm ia*- high! stohlj 
and! beating' his iboot witib,a.handwhipii //fd 'uri /" . 

M sir, weidookitonyou /ta itdll us said 

Mr tPinld wit^ a knowing! ' smilei Ydh'rbi sat 
quaift^rsT-reb, ; iSir? ^ I Th9>t s waSt ij#hit I? Msaidi^o ||r 
Scales .thodotlier iday.!fdiHi^^,oaA 
Mt ^Scales ididj^hrd the 'asked that iqmeeti©rfinf|^^ty 
near^the saupe ?terrhSi uthat!:^ulv€|od®3^"h 
aUiSWieifcA hiin,?ias! B.teay »sdy^ s<htt?qin**Mot‘ii|ipan^|^ 
any> dfe^spodtl to uyouy > sir, hbut. a-^way’fofi ‘Sp^^ 




V i f( « O ' 4 ? i 
i i ; i 


; 5 ? i . f f*i} 


/• \\> t t'* 


>! fCdjnhJ I that is ^ gammon, Finld,? ■ > said ^ i Ctorisii^. 
“ You know everything. Ypu'^^an! lif 
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wiU^iwha fifitthe fellow* am fiojed to paste Tip' TraEf- 

' * i'* - • ‘ ‘ 

! Wi lafc ido you ^say, Mr ■ Biips ? said Pink, ' looking 
at the. aiiotioneor.. ' 

, ! Why, youi knok and I know well enongh. liPs 
Tommy Trotinsem — an old, crippling,' • half ~ msid 
MloWw Most people Imo’v^ Tommy. iVe ^ empl^ed ; 
ittm knyself for* charily. ” • , j. ^ 

I M i ff Where shall I ? find him ? ” ^aid' Christian. 

< ^ ^ M ithe^ Groes-^Eeys,! in Pollard’s End, most likely,^’ 
said Mr * Si nia “I don’ t hno w where i he ' puts* himsSlf 
when he isn’t ^ the piihlie.’’’ * . • i ^ ; * " : 

, ifftHejwas a stontish fellow fifteen year ago; when 
; potsi,” said Mr Pink. ■ 5 ‘ ^ ' 

M iMAy^ and /has snared madiy a hare in his: time;” 
said Mr / Simis. . Biit he was always a little • cracked. ; 
Lord bless you ! he used to swear he had a right to 4 
IhenTiigineoHiiet estate.’! : •’ .j 


* H Wb^Fv ^hat putstMt notion into Ms head?”' said 
®krfeli^^fwhfO had learned: more than he- expedt4di:h 
^^The lawingj : sir-Tf^othiiig ■ but Ihe < iawiiig "ABoitt 
lha, estate. < s Tlfe^re i was / a » deal of it . tweMi; 5 ^'^ybar 
4go^” sai d j Mr- Pink J Tommy happened 1 to' • tutt 
iip hereabeut at that • time ; a big, dungeous -fellow,* 
wonW speak disrespeetfully-bf hahybody.” ’^s 
/tl^lQh,^ i he*jn!ifeant m>* : said - Mr Simi.’ He 

^to dnidg^iaBd! not iqpu^ right in 
j^toreyi f 4nd’?^,he coaid: h;^r* j mo* differeiKje 
h^^ee^j-Ti^ia^usemiaaid It’s *an* odd w^y 

of speakaiig they have in that part where he 

Htlle^orW ahi. a i¥ oa^H hear it in his itohgue 








“ !At the €ra)Ss-Khys ^ ‘ tsliltli ' ^ 
Gbli-ii^tiaiii, gel:fcing ' off atooL •■ - Mhk^-^ 

good-day.” ■' i ■■. • > '-q '1;.,^ -i’ ; 

* S' 

- Ohristian! ‘weiit Btraig^t from the 
Ioi/b,? the - Tory' printer- &,= ^it3i> whom he(hlid> ’6h^#^^^ 
a -political^ spree. Qt^rlen' wds 
who 'had s^xd&ced 'the 
tacy sprinter, 'iha^i'Dov^ *Ma<l^l 
Eadiisalism ’ a^d/ opihiorrer-iii^ ‘generally ‘ se ^ 
werei' conteated te express ‘ itliem^eive^ • fa 
e^iooki <io£ -types. Qaoriea^ had * brought Sti^* d 
mbiwlBfch. hhny anilri iiMi^d that ' xeSgioii lalMl 
were • ihhadmpdfe of ‘p(^ 
he and Ohristian undertook theS jokmgjJ#B^ 
religion to the Eector. The joke at pre^iif^ijtf||^ii 
tion was a practical one. Chrtstiany I inldog ‘i 
shop, mer^y said, ‘‘I’ve 'Ibund 
the placards and, tucking ’a' thiekieh Sat 
wrapped' in' a black 'giazed cotton bag, 
walked ant into the dusk agaah. > '* ' > 
n “-STippose now;” he said * to hhkself, 
albngn-f-“ suppose’ therd fehonid* bc 
got ibnijof this old 

good* as a seearet sto thoi^' wto. feiK^W &# h> ^tisef %"f 
That * wonM be virtue rew^ardedl* ^ • ^Bui- ®6 

old : iioespot ! ■ nob likely - » ■ h& ’ ^gdod ’ for - 





t^nn 


gm» 1 and ^ middy ^ beer f ^ bnf? * 'whether ■ • t?uth‘ iil 

my ikiihwiag, s is * anetlibr * ■ Tt^ ' g<^ ' 

of truth in my time out of men who were 

b^e^ilbuii beiier.aidy^dhat?* WiaS'-Wc®^' 



404 


FELIX HOLT, 


. The Cross-Keys was a very old-fashioned 
its . bar was a big rambling kitchen, with an 
ing brick floor ; the sniall-paned windows thyew an 
interesting obscurity over the far-off (h‘osserj gar- 
nished with 'pewter :and tin, and with large ^ dishes 
that sseemed; to speak of better times ; • the twoisdttjjes 
wore haif pushed under the wide-mouthed, chimney/^ 
and the gnitewithi its. brick hobs, rnassive iron cranjei 
and various pothooks, suggested a generous i plenty 
possibly e:§:istent in all moods and tenses' except tlie 
indicative present. One way of getting an idia oi 
our (fellow-countrymen’s miseries is to go; and -look 
j ft W « ple^ures. The Cross-Keys had. ia fungous-^ 

dai^dloijdi^nd a* yellow sickly. landladyy witH 
a large white. keiKfti^ bomd round her cap,* as ff.*heir 
head had recently required surgery y it had doctored 
ale, ap odour of bad tobacco, and remarkably stipng 
?It not Astrtea, when ’coni’^ .];>a^^ 
npghtF be, expected .'to ai^prove as the scene of ecstatic 
for the beipgs whose special; prerogative 
it to lift their subliimei faces towards heavemt ■ j 'Still, 
ftere was .ample space ; .oil -the hearthr-j-^aecomnioda-;- 
tipn fpi) parrad^ve -bagmen * or bexmen-^rooni! • -fot^ - ja 


nian to stretch his; legei j-, his .:brain was not pressed 
ppom. by a wdiite ; wall withki- a yard of. ihimy and*th^ 
bght'. ftd not .stare in: mercilessly, on bare* fuglindssj 
fte rtot.iEiskeSi: , Compared with -^sorlib 

}>ecrho??s^.? of this* i^oife/adynnced *< pertody 4hb. Cross? 

pf iday .fpires^^ted; ar*high 

'i-dv/ f* .*5’?? jjjfr --s-.i'jt jj- 



f^l^.jvenerahlei*f?pubhc’»bhad noflf^ed 
sJaar© in the reoent political excitement of dfink^ 



TH15- 





iugy the p^eaSltes it offi^red’ - werh * liot' 'thf ’ isarly ^ 
lionr of 'the ’evening soughf by a' nhmer0a*^'((:/0ii/paiiy^ 
There were or^ly three - br ifonr -pipes^’ > b8ihg‘.i 
byi the 1 fii’elightj ■ bT;it' at wa^^ enough ferJ 
when tie fbtind that one - of 4hese;was->be^g 
by the’ ^ ifeall-dtibkery whose< ^ large- flat basket, * ^ fetilflfed^ 
with placards, leaned near him againstithe-'settlk' 
So: splendid ^aii apparitfon as* (^iri^tian-’wa^ nM' a 
lilitlel startling! at the Gross-Key S, and * was^ ga^d 
in fes^qtahtHsilence^;! bntl'keiwalsjas sttMgerbinfFi^ft 
fs End, and was taken for the highest ityled^^ 
n 1 wbena fthe , ^elafed I that he * * was* 5 i(i^phdiy 
thir^yy | ordered^ 5 sixpenny worth ^ of gin >. *aW > ^a ' target 
jug, of water, andp putting a few drops^, oT'tliec' spirit? 
into his own glass, invited Tommy Tr6'nhs^,iwhfc 
sateikexb Ikiin, to help - himself. • Tommy Hot 
slower than a shaking hand^.obligeH'Mmhtbnbebinf 
aocepthigf »4hisf ^ in vitaiibn. -i He ^ was / d ^ ^ tab « ? bVoad- 
shohldered- loM ^Tellowl,// wkoiAad onoeJ'tec^/gb^- 
Ibbkingyjbut his cheeks andiohesl were ibeth hoilbwi 
now, ajiid his limbs #ere ‘.'shranken. : •vAha.m 
' I l¥l Yfitml ve* got* somb^'billf vtHerej master, ^eh ^1’ saide 
CHristiah, 1 pointiilg: fta^'the^<ha®k8t.’i ]}»ojtlere.iarft 

anetidii ©omii^ onS/hl > ic ! sv, 1')^; J 

M ‘ftA»ctloh^’ho,f’^ ^ifl ToaaaiBiyy’with lajgr^ 
lib^s, iwhiok* *:v|irast ^the? remhknt a? » jovial 1 b^s^ abd ^ 

an 



fully^i I last iaiai t «€larly! * habit t % - 
b ve ; Bought tb- > do . - wi’ . ,alti@«tions ^ ? Tm » a j 
ohairicteh s^ilt-smiei am/getting.sTrOnnsen^.dh^ft^’'^/ 
m^ntb’ "*!li ai i ta/- J .iio 

bdi;': 
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ii)g50ut hiB pipe with a low laugh. It’s Trausocne,, 
sir,: Maybe you. don’t belong tx) this part. It’s the 
dauflklate ’ull ck), most for the working men, and- s' 
proved it) too-^ in the way o’ being open-liaiuided; andi 
wishing ’em to .enjoy themselves. If Td t^ventiy 
votes,- I’d give one for Transcwne, and I 'doh’t care' 
who; hears, 

, The landlord peeped out from his fungous; cluster: 
of; features with a beery -confidence tlmt the highl 
figure of twenty had somehow raised the hypotihetiGi 
value of his 'Vota * ; ■ ; ;; 


.. Spilkins, now,” said ■ Tommy, waving- his ^ hand 
the dimdlord^ ^^you let one genelman -spe^'to? 
amother^. will yoku?, . This genehujan . wants -to know; 
about, my bills.! Does* he, or doesn’t he ^ , i 
..f'What then?’ I ^[>ofoe. acooKling,^’ SMdi thedandH 
lord, .mildly 'biolding his own. . * ; . '*•?:? c > i . 

f:ff-You’!r€ all -very/ well, Spilkins,” returned ..Tommy/, 
^^imt; y ’areak’t naoi i Ijknojw? what the Mils ’ are. • ■ :Itfs 
puMio- ' toeihess.* Tm i (Ubne c/ your - Icommon: ^hiillrl 
stickers, master ; . Tve; • 1^ sticking iup . tern 
^ineas reward - for a sheeji-stealer, or low- stuff/ like 
tlufct. - r Thes4 'are . - Troun^jii’s - ?bille ; ^ ' and . ■ I’m - ^the^ 


rightful family, and so I give liirU,a Kflh^MA Troom; 
sea00&rl*.'ki^ri^^::ted ik Tnmnsi^’ Til be' buried .piahd" if 

lay hc^ifon medor.podobiiigyTlh 
Be^hknged^f^-'iai'ldwyery ^01fhMi0k 

oiBf^the -Trbda^m^sdandus' mine! 




^sfW®^ I gdfiiigs " ihtec ‘Pfed/ment-j^thaei’s the^^'^dos^s 

am.d the short oiit% master: And Fin the head 



Ti^omsOri^^ j •' ' Jaokfeons^ I 

TTOuiiseruy I ami Wkat Jjovt feayte 
This app^al^ jabcompdnied; ll^j a Mot^ssiibi 
wMe tile ; 'knditai -wir^ciod^ ; ab ■ ‘tli®. ydoeo^k^j? 
addressed.! tt> Cimstsfetn, ^wfcd sunswered^' 

Imj tkeiT© feiift an^ woik moiB>iipiiouraMe4foaa^ 
bill-sticking,’’ .vii'ltiir. ri 

sidei/to sidei , y€ftE’d?CBii»6/ii 

tfa|»ingh.t jond know * bett en diaai my- 
dWoe baaJds wib^esiil I' 
man’s litad^qC Dm gpod 
an old family kep’ o>it o’ my rigkts-r.f I 
beaven, for all Old Nick.” i u 

: lAs; these celestial psrospectsi 2 ®^^ 
little extrsl gin .wg®* beginiM^{ te 
sticker,/ Ohristian waited; - to ; lose .. no in 

ing> his’ attention^ iH#-laidi his:' hand 
arm and spoke emphsktically.i ?;;? 

Bnt .I’ll tell yon -what .JO®! bi 
np tOv : You. shonld ifee on 
barry’s side have stuck up firesh yils, aihitgb*«en# 
pasiOj yours o^ens^em..v> Iknhw ^b^re' t%are’t4a%i 
q£ i^baojry ’ s h^ maw» ■■ : lOo^ 

I’ll show you. We’ll paste over,'l^ai: 

eo^i 1 bteki . 

1 . |0[)^ray I "isaid 

He was one of the 


le^ or the 





■. '/■ 
s’** 
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whea5 be had duly taken what -he called —ode 
ble^^scd pint/’ chiefly from that glorious ■content^ 
meiit with himself and his adveree foitunes which is 
not usually eliaiaoteristic of the 'sober Briton. 
kiioeked the ashes out of his pipe, seized his paste- 
vessel and his basket, and prepared to start ’with 
a satisfactory promise that he could know what he 
was about. 


;fl?h€i landh^ and. some others had confidently 'con- 
dliided that they understood all about Ciiristian now.' 
He \vas a- Traiisome^s man, come to see after ^th^’ 
bill-sticking in Transome’s interest. The landlor(J,> 
telliog' his ; yellow wife snappishly to open the door- 
for the ^eiitleinan, hoped soon to see him ■ again.: . • j ^ 

“ This is a Transome^s house, sir;”^ he • dbserved^t 
“ in respect of entertaining customers of that oolour. 

I; do my duty as a publican, ■ which, if I know it^’is^ 
to- turn ixioki-no-iigenelman’s ‘naoney. T’ say, f* give 
every,igenelmaii>a chancH,Maiid-itiie more the meairier,? 
in ParFment and out of at; iiAdd'if anybody says? v 
they want but two 'Parr ment men, I'^ay it ?’ud be 
better for trade. r if there was si^d of '’em,’ and wtesqs^ 
aceording^ ; ’--i U ,, 

A-jy ‘ ay/' said- Ghristian ; * ^ You’re* a- 'sensi/biel 
man, .. landlord. •. • Ydu don't ’^meart * to vote for Pcba^iry^ ' 

“Hot flahowv[h^mid‘'ithedan(iiord/’ tkinM®^ . 
wkerBt‘fflj^g&ti\fds-' we go^s^vthfl’ inore y€Wi'’'hdd''of ^ 

. . ■ . 

ii jIes^ S bfb door j had ^ behind'^ 

\\ * 

idBi,- ► '-Mit ■!' ‘ -I 
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you b© a Jacky Eantetn^^ whicbf I tabfe 05l€> 

m l^ads you th© wrong wayi < ' Foil 'i'll tell'y^oii^wbat 
— if you've had the luck to fall in wi' Tommy Trdtn- 
seiaij doii’t^you! let* him drop/' y* i’ ' I 

“ No, uo'-rrto bei sure hot/' said GhristiaiiJ *' 
idong here, -We’lh 'go -to tlxe Back Btewei?}/ ^Wall 

i;'il 'iH s H ‘ •:(»? fMlv^ 

iuo ;i dbia't yoii let me^klropi ^''Give '’ine'’la 
dbilliug ^y day ly^mi like j ? - and ' ITi* ' tell you ' lAot^ 
nor Jy^oui’ll 1 hoar ? Irom * ^ Spilkins : in t an iweeMi 
isna- iinany. men- like mei.n! J ca^Ti©dr^bfe|*:^jr}lte^ 
year off :and (baarr^whiattKibi 

a, manias, might ka^Mi^^ed np^1il©re^fiTrunnJei]&<Par^^^^ 
and shabetd his.'OWii'igarnei?- i^TTOidh 'Pd^xhafi^don^^^ 
said. iTiommyj: wagging -hisi ^kead at ^ 
dimnless * lundistua^lbed by/gas; » i obynui: 
ing< forome^it'si ®naai!ng%’ 

mlaiei ibait'^ydufthobk^^^^^bf 

th^ igd(sfdm ,:c©A^f *lilaiat’s*^inttkfeg^ 

UK* ^porting i gehelmani ; . ?Aiid ^ thatis ^ wMat 1 
snaring.” ^ ■■i.'-j- '■’ ■> ■■■ ' - '’■"' .^..^sujinv/ i rwl 

■ But if you’d. a right to tko Transonafer 
was it' yon wer© khpt’ oiit^ 6f it, old boy > It? 
foul sham© brother^ eh I?” ^ >.-v. 

“It’s the law — that’s what "it -'is; * 

S,(i)tt o’ ohapt';} 1 » sdbn’t f mdnd v-teHing' • ydii?’^* ®]fefe% 
folks born to p]30perty ,1 and bh©Te^& ffflte'^'Oat©iL 
onfit.; . >and .-the ! [[4w’s j anado? ifo^^ ?'&emH^^ Hlktdtfi&d&A* 
I’m pretty deep, ;^ ; 1 ^ see?* a' good j deal 
Spalkins; THer^i waS \ (Ned * tPatch, i the -'pe 
tot s^i id; i . Wmn mnm ^nead,' 

^iJJd^' than^ y©u/>.^ysYlf 
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headpiece to make myself .as- big a fool -as ’ yo'U.^ 
I,. was fond o’ NecL iMany!^ the pot we’ve had' to- , 

see well enongli youVe deep,. Tommy.' 'j> How 
eanae^you to know you were bom to ipropeoL’ty/P^’'^ " 

' “ Jt was tJie regester^ — the paiish regest©r,” 'gald 
Tommy, witli liis knowing wag of the head, ^^-thait 
8how3 as you was^bom. : I allays' felifc it' inside me 
as I; was sdmebody, and ; I . could s €«3 other 'Cliapb 
thought it on. 'me too ; and: iso one dayat ’Littleshaw/ 
where I kep ferrifcs- aad d little bit‘ofi?i/ipublic^‘ther€» 
oom^ a: fine .man looking- after m©, -and walkihg^ 
xa|>«.apd; down wi’ questionsL i And I made ont^-fromi 
the , clerk i held ibe^en at *the:. register 5 and i 

the clerk ia .pot H>r; two,'idndihe-gQ±dt -'off ^our parsed 
as ,the name o’ Tronnsem. was 'great; ‘nanne hjerel* 
abouh i!j And, I; waits a bit; for my ^ftne 'man'do’i'cbmfei 

5 , I I&iaks! - ^ if? there’ s= iparojferty wants ia 1 right? * 
owEt^j I #hall'‘be' .ealied for I /didn’t knhw® th^ J 
law thei^. ; ‘And -I; waited / and « waited^ till X' see’ d 'itiilf y 
fun i’ waiting. So I parted wi’ my public and ' 
fi^xets~r:foi* sh^ was dead: a’reaicly^ mj?* wife? wa^- and ■ 
X d^adn't nd cumbrarioe. i Ajid off ' Xi started ai jfretty' ' 
long walk to this country-side, for d walk 


r in’ jdito daysi” I irnj ‘Mb 
! well, ^6^e ^#6taife lat; the'tBaok Brewery* widfe 

sasdni lyouE’tedb|€fttpow/''d[d J 
*f2f<yE%a^3©i,f land/ Mb ‘givA' {fou-ftlleb | 
yeaife cto /go :On»--taIIing/‘V.*h / itoi? | in ’l;'l 

fon wassf iiian^ | 


TP® : ®ADIjCi^I,. 


lijs , story.,, lAs ,(^Oon. f<s his ba<5fc,w#,s„tffflwl) wlta 
TROjs stooping avei^ln8,postieipqt,,,|0br}fti#%ipfe^ qpibl^ 
adroitness^ : exfibapged . .tte, | pla,card,s . Hi.s, .qwp,, 

far, those in , .Tompjy’s, , Gl)j:istfan;s,.p}a^^; 

had, not fcopn:; piinfedi,a<;,|l\-jshjr,hwt,,werS'.?ii.j?^n|Jp^ 
■which had been sent from DufSeld that 
‘.‘ihigWy spiapdfl’IiQwrlppiAad si%hjl 4 f‘cojpipg,,,(i^ a 
pen that was up to that sbrti.c|,,th;ijpg.” 
liadi.ffiftdl.tihe ifirst,of,,thetiSitieJ»4(ftn4' TOPPOsecpj /fhey 
wets, all, adihe.,Y Ii,e.proceed^^,tp,h»r4ftWilp.'S’p;e^*^ 

an<^saidTw.! *,,i ■'{’■i, ,i!! iM ■ ,, .it’-o.np 

, old, ,lbpjt, pa&tjeitWf ovpa;,jths tfAs4, 

SA^l.-^vhien^yW! gStl-iitto .ljl!#,.ppWjntp:f-si(Jej! wijftt^.jdid,’ 

you [dO?,'i 'j.l />' :,i i'ifii .i'ft'W/ Milt itjia 

!,.,‘i‘!Dfi?.,nWby,riI.pht ,o.E-.at„a g 09 d„R]il;^ 4 ft«M(i 

0®dwd,i.hh(e 

poieh§t>TaRd,4ii?Pf®<i 

say?«Jn',goiM 

ij^hfl'iithe ^oc rpan as >!ra^ed,:^p;iup 
Rut no. suph thing.,. , I’ll tell yoi|i .■wdifat,.fer5^E 
myn,, iwias., ,;.-P:e„stan(ls yquj ,.the^,,.^4(ihf>%t jfc' ‘ 
awy..,frow ihin},,;wil,a {P0}er,thr;ee.,yftrfi/;k)^,,((j^ 
StareS|at|,you,,,apdj,says..i®otlnng,' ,y<?n„fe^ 
aiTpmfpql ; andlthepie.thrqats.jpu th§.jj:!^tB^ 

on yOn,;!ancl|thien ,t)je’s!p0rry, fe)r,iy,q^h-pw3,hftncls yo,T;i, 
n}pn|ey,jandt presphPS :you,,|a p?;i?ninti a^ t^h^ j.yjin 

youlris, pppr, jpaO,, i 9jn(I, he’H' giy& .yw.a, ^it of,o#i^ 

;rfan4.,yjOft’4 .hotter, ,ig)t/ho,®eddlingir^:,th?>^>^’^ 
IffR^ng „tQ, ,the.^.^w.! ^ 

i4i j , 
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jet again. Bnt he says, if yoti; keep^ 

i^^his ndglibourhnocl, Behave yourself well^ and FH 

pertect you. I were deep enough, but iFs no usO^ 
being deep; ’catise * yon dan' never feiow the la#;^ 
And' there’s "times ‘when- the deepest fellow’s wdrsd 

frightWed.’’ ’ ‘ ’ ■ ' 

' = Yes, yb^.' ' There ! l^Ow for * anothei'^ 

And’ ho* that -was’ alt?”' ’ 

All said TOminy; turning round and' holding^ 
the 'pas4e-bnish in suspense. IfonH you 'be running 

too quick. Thinks I, ^Tll meddle no morb: ' JVe 
a bit' ■ o’ money — lit buy * a baskbty * and ^ be a 
pbknhiii^^ It’S a pleasant life. I shall Ifve at p^lioss 
and see the world, and pick up ’quaintance, and geC 
a’bhaU^’^nliy.^- But 'when Fd turned ihto thb^Ked 
Lion, and got myself warin' again wf a drop 'o’ Mot,^ 
something ’ jumps into my head. Thinks I j Tdiliiny ^ 
yoh’ye “'done'- finely- for yourself : you’re a rat' •' as* hak 
bie’ie- 'lip* 'y Our house to take- a* joiirney ; and 
yourself 'to 'a-Terreti* ''’And then it jumps’ ’into^ 
head : rd’brice tw6 ferrelh as’ turned* on ondanotlie^ 
and the little- ' un ' killed the big nn. ’ Says T ’tn tiib 
landlady, ‘ Mihsis, could yoii tell'ine of 'a lawyef,^* 
skys 1; *^n’6t very big or fine, but a' sebond- 'size-^^ 
]^^pbtato; like?’' ^^ThatT can,’ ‘SayS she ^ there’s dh# 

parlour.’ "‘'Be 'kind -as* bring u^^ 
aa^ L- ‘ And ehA dries b-ut^I -think- 1 iheai^ 
her4b^9^'l^sftr JohnshM^ ’*’• Akd'^haltdb ‘ymithiiik^?"^. 


TH'R^'KADilCJA.L.. 


witli the expression of 'a^ n?irraitor stit^ of ^ 
coming ! effect on ’his anditor; • his body ^nd' 
stretched a little on one side, and ' hi^'p^Ste^br^^^ 
held ont with an alarming intention’ of ' 'talking 
Christian’s coat-sleeve at the right nicmeiitl 
tiaii started to a safe distancer, and said— ^ ' , 

“It’s wonderful. ■ I canH:itelL what to*thiiiki^^^ ' 

“ Then never do yon deny Old' Mibk/^’ said 
with .solemnity.. Tv^ believed in him? it^O'^^er 
since. Who was 'Johnsoh-? Why, 
the fine man as had'-walkod'* nie np and‘‘dbwil‘W^ 
questions. < And »?I out with it - to him *theii^ k.nd 
therei .'lAiidM he speaks 'me' civil, and says,-- ‘^driiie 
aWay ^ wi^ me, ^my godd ■ fellow/^ •’ And' he^- tdld me 
a ‘ : deal ■/ o ' law. And : he ' says, • •Whethferb^yon^t#!^ 
Tommy t'Trdunsem dr moj'-it’s no good-fe'^ydli/Mbtat 
orilytfio-dhem- a^>hav© the^pi^petty. ' ttif 

yon wa^iad.Tom^y^ flronlfeeaD^'; twehty = tirJe^ 

’nd h^itot^^^&'jpi^the'law’s bdught-you'^ont and 
life’s . no good,’ ;bniy' to : them- : asi^haw- 
hold o’ then property. ’ The more yoU'^Mve^^dliG 
they’ll stick in. Not as drey; want yofet 
Ite^yonlre >ho good 46 1 anybody, andyou mi^i/4idwl 
like -adogfor iverj and the* law ’nd take- no-hotioe'^b^i 
ydn. n Says Johnson, I’m' doing: kind i-(ii&Lgtbyy-dn| 
toitelhyom' : For thafs' thd law. -And df 'yon- wan^ 
to-khow thb law,’ master, yob ask JohnSon;=^ I heard, 
’em.- say, -after,, as he was an- understrapper, 
mybs. f i i iVe never.- Torgot ■ it* ‘ifrom that' day. W 
But I saw clear enough, as>if 4he law 
again’ -me,) ^theH Trounsem » 'estote ud ha bben O 
Bf#} folks ardlfobls^hereabout^ landT’ ‘ 


, . • s^-’r 
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ing. ; . more you tell ’em the truth, the more 
'tlieyll niver believe you. And I went and bought 

laay basket and tlie pots, and ” 

. Come, then, fire away/’ said Christian. ^^Hore’s 
ajiiother placard.'’ 

“ I’m getting a bit dry, master.” 

Well, ; then, make haste, and you’ll. liave some- 
. t0 drink all' the sooner.” 

. ■ 3Jommy tomed to his work again, and Christian, 
Qo^tiBftiiij^.h.is hfelp, said, Arid how long has Mr 
Jermyn been employing you?”. 

! . • “ Oh, no particular time — off and on ; but a week 
ar^two ago be sees me upo’ the road, and speaks to 
ttrioonyiion civil, and tells me to .go up to his 
ofifioe, , and, he’ll' give me employ. And" I was 
ways unwilling to .stick -tlie. hills to get thev fiimiLy 
i^ito Parl’menh For therein no man can help , the 
i^Wv. Andii -ihe iamily’s the family, whether yoijt 
pots;Qr/no.' -Master, Tm uncommon dry* iny 
‘a-tua^niiig round ; it’s talking so long ecn endi’- 
’. -.The rin wonted excii^mentibf poor Tommy’s mend 


was. prcdueing a reaction. • 

\ ; Wejiy Tommy,” said Ohristian^' who had; just 
disco veky among! ■die placards which altered 
, bent .of. ins thoughts^ibycm „inay go badk to the, 

if yoii Hke y here’sra 

. |o| sp^ndi fteiiiidsbmely. » «I' can’t - go Itok therd 




{ .brili ‘ y#u may give, r^p^ts / i to 

y^u; the^ rest of lthe--MIfa 
* 2 * ® 



TTO ’ 



$hwiiag gratitude by giyiu^, 
uO' harm .much—but weafeJ ’,Hp .%? 

bottom o' things because, he ,wrW-fyQr^t 
I . bear him no .ill-will. TainmyuTrpmii^e^'si#;g^ 
cli# ; and any day you like'tp giye m>4.|h8di|a-^f^l^, 
Til tell you the sam€v ^ory ; over again- p- Notii^O^jJ 
I’m dry.. Come,. help..-me up wi- these things jfypn’^e 
a younger chap* than me. r -Well,. Iflb-t^brSpiy^ps 


youUl ^oomh. agaiii' another day/’n:;. =•. tf'iisN rmd 
■ The ihiyooh%ht^ had lit up..poc^r.iffqmsi]Hf:S 
oratorical attitad^ hid ^^ery;ed^t^.:^ghtiUJg;^f 9 r,J^^ 
tian the print of the placards. He had expected the 
copies to be various, and had turned them half over 
at different depths of the sheaf before drawing out 
those he offered to the bill-sticker. Suddenly the 


clearer light had shown him on one of them a nai^e 
which was just then especially interesting to hfei, 
and all the more when occnrring in a placard in- 
tended to dissuade the electors of North Loamshire 
from voting for the heir of the Transomes-' He 
hastily turned over the bills that preceded and suc- 
ceeded, that he might draw out and carry away 411 
of this pattern ; for it might turn out to be wiser for 
him not to contribute to the publicity of handbiOs 
which contained allusions to Bycliffe verms Tran- 
some. There were about a dozen of them ; he pressed 
them together and thrust them into his pocket, re- 
turning all the rest to Tommy’s basket. To take 
away this dozen might not he to prevent similar 
bills from being posted up elsewhere, but he had 
reason to believe that these wei:e all of the* same 
kind which had been sent to Treby from Duffield. 


I 
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Christian's' interest in hisf J;>rai3tical jolm ha# ’die# 
out like a moiniing nishlight. Apart from this dis-i 
coYeiy in the placards, old 'Tommy's story had somd 
indications in it that were worth pondering' over! 
Wliere was that welhinforaed Johnson now? Was 
he still an understrapper of Jermyn’s ? . . s 

With this matter in his thought s, Christian only 
turned in hastily at Qnorlenks, threw down tho black 
bag which contained the captured Eadical handbills, 
said’ he diad done the job, and humed back to the 
Mari or that he might study his problem, ' 
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■ I doe ’hfeilicve that, as the yall has severail receiitacles fn seveMl er^thres, 
Soe, thej'e’s st-aree any creature hut hath. ,that eiuuuctorye souiewli^e»e,;i- 
SiK Thomas Browise. ' ’ • ‘ - ■ ■ .?..>■ 
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Fancy’ what a game at ' chess would W 

I ’ ' n ^ 

chessmiBU.' 'had ^ passions and intellectSj hidrb 
Siiiall and cuhnin'^ : if you were not onlj^ uficeftaiA 
about your adversary’s men, but a little* ‘linBeite&i 
icdso ' about your ownjuf your knigh’i cbdld ' sh\^ 
himself' 'oh to a 'nbw‘ Sqharh' % "thb '‘siy 
bishop, in diSgtikt at ybiir castling, ' bould wheedle 
your paWiiS" but’ 6f their plabes; and’ if your’ pawrisj 
llMhg' you beoaiiSe they are pawns, ’ codld mhke 
HWay from ' ' tlieil* Appointed pbsts' that ' ’ y6u ’ fnight 
checkmate' -bn' a sudden. T ou' ' ’mrghi ’ ^bd’ fif’d 
longd^trheSAed of ‘ deductive reasonetfe, arid * yet' -ybii 
Ihi^ht ‘ be* ‘^bfeayeh ^"by ybtih ’ own pavui s. 'toil '^lild 
bb dsf)beially likely "to be bdaten," if ’yod' depended 
ai^ogai) tly (Jtl * yorir *' mjltheinatical im^ginatibh/’’ hhd 
fdgarded yodlf pasffinate pieces with contempt. * ' 
t^tei this imagin^fry chess is ea’sy compared -^th 
the gaihe a hlari has to plhy against his feiloW-hdeii 
with other fellb W-hi eh: fdr his instruments. ' He thihks 
hihiself khgacSbbs,' pethaps,; because he'‘'trtistk nb 
bbiid' eibept* tMt of self^int’etest i bdt ' thb^* ’diUy Self- 
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interest lie can safely rely on is what seems to be 
such to the mind he would use or govern.' Can he 
ever be sure of knowing this ? 

Matthew Jermyn was under no misgivings as to 
the fealty of Johnson. He had “ been the making 
of Johnson and this seems to many men a reason 
for expecting devotion, in spite of the fact that they 
themselves, though very fond of their own persons 
and hveSj are not at all devoted to the Maker they 
believe in. Johnson was a most serviceable s'tihor- 
dinate. Being a man who aimed at respectability, 
a family man, who had a good church -pew, sub- 
scribed for engravings of banquet . pictures , where 
tkpre were portraits of political . celebrities,, and 
wished liis children to be more unquestionably 
genteel than their father, he presented alL the . more 
numerous handles of worldly motive by which a 
diqious,,supei;ior might keep a hold on him,, But 


this usefql regard to respectability had.its inppnvenh 
enoe.in relation to such a superior: it )vas a rnark 
of some vanity and some pride, which, if,, they were 
not touched just iu tlie right handling -placP) were 

raw and sensitive. JerrayH. was 

S'W.are of Jolmson’s weaknesses, and.. thought* heihad 

^ttered . thqm sufficiently.,- But on point pf 

we are , disa^eeable^.oih human 
tnre^^^hble.: Oux. lavender-water,, onr. ^inil,p^^,,Qnr 
Q 9 n^lrn;^ t^ , and other polite falsiHes, .are,pQpstap;tly 
qffensiy^j ;when. in 4he,veiy natur;e? of ,them^th<gy 
pihyi • tq.. attract .admiration | and : irpg^d, 

^prmyp,. had j o^n hem .TOQQnAciqu^ly^ 

'land, qf 
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beiQg dii o^ett^itioiis patroiu He wotdd nax^ei^'lei 

JahiisoB din© witii Mb wife and ^daughte^ - he would 
sot himself dine at Jphnson-s house 
IS town* He often did what was equivalent ^ to; j>c£^i 
poohing his conversation hj not even appeam^^ fo 
listen, and hj suddenly suiting it shoi^ with a 
on a new sublet. Jennyn was able and pol^c 
emm^ to have commanded a great • deal of succe^ 
in his life, but he could not help being handsome^ 
arrogant, fond of being heard, indisposed to any 
of <X)niradeship, amorous and bland towards woit^Ci^’ 
cold and self-contained towards mem ■ You wffi 
very ifi^rong deaialsrthat an attorney's feing.haai- 
some ;could enter into the dislike he excite I but 
conversation consists a good deal in the tfeniaf idf 
what is iarne. • Hrom the Hritish* point of view 
culine bean-fy is regarded very much as ‘is in 
<i^p!eay ’ business good solaly for Hib ‘ fam^: 
departmentr-TT-fot* yotLBg noblemen, 'artiste, poets,- and 
the clergy. Some on© whb, l&e Mr IMngonj was^ 
disposed to revile Jermyn (perhaps it was^Bir 
miis^, had called’ him a curced, sMek, 
iongL^jpfedesiyW^bearmg sy^^ opilhets whidh* 
ekpressed, rather* bonluseiily, the m®^led cte,racidr 
of that dislike he excitedi ^ serviceable ^Jdin 
himfeelf diee&| "andmMM about his hroad- 
Ms cambrid»fbbhtb,^l^d what he 'considered 
^irit" enough within him to feeb that dislike- 
Jermyn gradually gathering force through years^h# 
Obligation and subjection, till it had become fan 
actuating motive disposed to use an opportunity, 
if not to watch for one. ‘ i - 


iC 


'/■f j 
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;Tt wa3 not this motive, however,r bnt rather the 
btdinary course of business,, which accounted ^ foki 
Johnson's playing a double part as an cleotioneeri 
ing agent. What men do in elections is not to be 
classed either among sins or marks of grace: it 
would be . profane to include business in religion; 
and consoienbe refers to failure, not to -success. 
Stilly thbiSense of being galled by Jermyn's liarneas 
was ati additional reason for cultivating lall relations 
that were independent of him ] and piquie at. Harold 
Transome’s. behaviour 'to him in. Jermyn’s ofifce^pet- 
haps gave all the* mote zest to Johnson’s- use. of his 
pen. and. ink when he wrote a handbill in the. service 
ofXIarstin, and Garstin’s incomparable agent, Fixifety^ 
full of innuendoes against Harold T-ransomey .asi< a 
descendant of tlie .Hurfey-Transomes. It is a natuiia/1 
subject of self-congratulation to a man, wheuispccial 
knowledge, gained, long ago without; any forecast,* 
turns nutj , to ; afford -la 'special ins]Mrati.<m in thb 
present ; .atod Johnson . felt a, new ^ pleasiu’o in thfet 
cbns'cioiisnese/ that all . people .dn AO i. world 

next to Jermyn had the most intimate , knowledgfo 
ef the Trahsoim<S :affair^rf; Still better-rnsotabiObthes^ 

affairs jwer(^i’Stoto of Je^n!lyn’^^..If•^hnim un(5<)mpli-. 
ni&itaiyl.l|)iidt (he I^’^ht have.beeinfcalted jeimyn’^? 

of ! fetraw// it i ?f\?as a , satigrtadtion > -to r kno w •; that 
the xfnreaiity.ofthe knan John' Johnson.' Walloon fined* 
to hii?lappOaranco dn. annuity doerds^and that Olse^- 

where, . he *f was;. 'solid-,, .dobOWili.Ye,7audp CiapablOrrof 
ii®memberi% ’ anything : for.- hisu- own 'pioasiure. and. 

-iSo act i.with>.donfeden0ss 
' whose own conduct was dAn»bley:w^ie^f#iC> 
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approach to ^virtue that it deserved to bi^'" called ’by 
no meaner name than Diploniaoy. " ; ? * ; t j » ^ ■ k; ’ • * c ' ; * 

- By such causes it came to pass that 0hMs%iaii'h?^M 
in his hands a bill in which Jenny n w^^^'pl^yitfly 
alluded to as Mr German Gosienj who woh ganlei'by 
cleVer shuffling and odd tricks 'without any 'honourj 
and hacked Durfey’s crib against By chlje,^-^in'wh%h 
it was adroitly implied that tlie so-called- Head’ of the 
Transomes 'Was only the tail ■ of Ihe DuffOys, — ^and 
that some said the Dmfeys would 'have died! ou4 and 
left their nest empty if it had not ' been’ ^br th^lt 
Gorman Cozen, - ■- 


Johnson had hot dared to’ ttsO’ dny' recolleetiohS 
except » such as might credibly exist in* other- minds 
besides ^ his own. In the truth of the' OaSei ■ n^ 
blit himself* had the prompting to recall these 'duti- 
worh - soanddLy ; but ' it ' was likely eioirgh that stroh 
Ib^idi^wlHQ^ed^ ^cfehib^s ‘ should be ' revived by ' election 
heats for Johnson to escape all Suspicion. * ■ - 
- Christian could gather Only dim and hncertaih 
inferences' from this flat irony and heavy 'joring'^ 
but one chief thihg was clear to * him.’ ' < H'O had^ been 
right’ in his conjeoture'that Jermyn's interest about 
Bycliffo had its source in- some claim of Bycliffe^S bh 
tluo' Transome property.- And ' then, 'thOrO ’was thaf 
story of the old bill-sticker’s, * which,* closely com 
sMeredy indicated that the right ' of the’ ' preseiit 
Transomos depended, or at least had depended^ 
on4he oontinuahbe of sbme othet lives. Christian 
iniihis' time^hadi-gathefed Enough legal' notions ’ to 
Wi i aw^re ! tbat^ pl^seSsibn ' • by one man ■ ■ SonidtiMba 
depofldbd^’on the life of another f that a’mkn might 
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^ell his own interest in property, and the interest of 
his descendants, while a claim on that property 
fyonld still; remain to some one else than tlie pur- 
chaser, supposing the descendants became extinct, 
and the interest they had sold were at an end. But 
pnder what, conditions the claim miglit bo valid or 
void in any particular case, was all darkness to him. 
Suppose JBycliffe had any such claim on the TraHh 


some estates: how was Christian to know whether 
at tlxe present moment it was worth anytiuixg more 
than a bit of rotten parchment ? Old Tommy 
Trounsem had said that tJohnson knew all about 
It, , But even if Johnson were still above-ground — 
amd all Johnsons are mortal— he might still be an 
understrapper of Jenny iJs, in which case his know- 
ledge would be on the wrong side of tbb hedge fot 
the purposes of Henry Soaddon. ^ His' immediate 


Cwe,mn8trhe.‘to find out all he could Ubotit Jolmson. 
He blamed, himself for not having questioned Tommy 
further while he had him at command ; but on this 
head the bill-sticker could hardly kno wi more than 
the less dilapidated, denizens of Treby. ^ 

- j ;hfow ii" » had happened that ; during the weeks in 
which dpfoistian had. been ,ai wor^ trying to solve 


J er^^^nf s ! interest about Byoliflfe, J ohiir 
SjCu ,^ind • also^ had been ' somewhat ocotbpied with 
j , oonjeoture; as to now ' inibntiatiom * km 

the* hnbject of the old Byoliffe. claims Whiclf » J army li 
intended ^ to . conceal ’ ' -The ? • I^ten whioh/ 

’ 'Ohristiafi, : :■ J : ■ had 




wHttert to.ar,Jbhnson 
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whty jiiad fotind his self-love mco^^patibje with that 
jfeithfdlness of which it was siappos^if^to :.^bc ’*1^6 
foundation. Anything; that the inr 

convenient for his obliged friend and ^rvant'-to 
know, became by that w&cy faot an object 
curiosity. The obliged friend ’ and . i 
doated on his paizcn's inconv^ience, provided th^ 
he himself did not share it ; ;and ccmjeoture .nateally 
became ''activei i ' ■' — ‘ t i-- ’■ 

vJobn^on’s le^d ^imagination, llei^ 
frirnishedi from Ghristian's, was at no loss to 






on the^iTEdnsomer^i 
whole ^ Mstoty ; of the shttlariient of ? 
made* a hundred * years ago by Jdhn , 
Bome^ 




Ja feeh r He knew 
of John Justus, pioving a prodigal, I 
knowledge of his father, the tenant in 
his own and his descendants’ rights a 
cousin named Hurf^ ^ ^at, therefore, tfee 
the Durfoy^Tranibmee,. in spite of nthat dd 
taiofcs to Aow the o(iitos®y 







by ^Thomas 


'tot the Bycliim were the “re- 
ho mipit fafrly oust the Duif^- 
n^ ever the issue of the prodigal TIioiqmb 
went clean out of existence, and ceased to 
a right which he had bargained away from thesis 
Johnson, as Jermyn’s subordinate, had b« 
cognisant of the details concerning the suit instituted 
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by sticbeBsive ByoliffeBy of whom Mtoice GMstito 
E5?-cliffe was the last, on the plea tliat the -oxtihctioh 
of Thomas Transome’s line had actually come to pass 
—a weary suit, which had eaten into the fortunes of 
two families, and had only made the canker worinit 
fah The suit had closed with the deatli of Maurice 
Christian Bycliffe in prison ; but before his death, 
Termyn’s exertions to get evidence tiidt there i Was 
still issue of Thomas Transomo’s lino sitrviving, 
fsecuriity of tho' Durfey title, Ihid; issued in ;the 
ediscoverv of a ‘Thomas Transome at Littl0Bhaw,.in 
sSiohyshire, who was the representative .of a pawned 
'ihherit£inc©.’] • The death of Mauri oe had ihade this 


discovery useless— had made it ■ seem the wiser part 
to s'siy nothing about it ; and the^ fact had remained 
a secret known- only to Jenny n And Johnson. No 
other Byoliffe was known or believed, to hxist, and 
the Burfey - Transomea might he* ' considered • safe, 


uinless^yes, therO was- an unless ” . which J ohnson 
idould: conceive;. : an heir ori heiress of the Bycliiftesr-4 
if such a pei’sonage turned out to bo in existence-*-^ 
•might; some timh raise a new and vklid^daijm when 

• Once ; ihfOrmed fhat wi'etched old Tomrfiy Trouinsem 
the bilbfetickei:^ ;|}otterhig dritekenly orr^the edgh’^of 
the-^Av'©,'Was .the- last issue remaining above^giiound 

dissolute Th^^ who played ‘Ms - Eaau 

• 1 % eOntury : before. While . the ^ poor - oM - 1 ibilb 
stiOkbf breathed, the Burfoy-Tr Ansome# 0 (mld fegall^ 
jkeep dheirr psossession in spitei of i^pOi^ibkiBy^liffe 
proved 1 real ;** but- not - when tlie :|)aris]i ted .Buried 


Ae •bill-stibkerl 


f I ' * t 


is.ohe thing' to. eoruceive conditions^ and 
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aaiother to see ^iny chanoe ^of proYi^^l^iieil- e^dsteiTice. 
Jolmson at present Iwi no glimpse ofr^aj^ j 

and even, if he ever _ gained the 'glimpset^ 
snre that he should ever' make ahy nse 
inquiries of Medwim, in ofeedienoe to Ji^nayn’^ii 
had extracted only a negative as to any h 
possessed by the lawyers of Byoliffe ooneeming.in 
marriage^ or expectation . of „ offspring oH; his . 

But , Johnson felt not the .lees stpng, . by .oiwiosily it<^ 
know what Jermyn had found out : that he 
found something in relation to a possible 
Johnson felt pretty sure. And be 
satisfaction that Jermyn could not hinder Mm 
knowing what he already knew about Thomas 
Transome’s issue. Many things might occur to idler 
his policy and give a new value to ftota Was it 
certain that Jermyn would always be fortimate? 

-When greed and unscrupulousness exhibit them- 
selves on a grand historical scale, and there is 
question of peace or war or amicatble partiticMi, it 
often occurs that gentlemen of high 
talents have their minds bent on tlie same 



from different points of view. Each, perhaps, is 
thinking of a certain duchy or province, with a 
view to arranging the ownership in such a way 
as shall best serve the purposes of the gentleman 
with high diplomatio talents in whom each is more 
especially interested. But these select miiA » 
high office can never miss their aims from iguoi^cse 
of each other’s existence or whereabouts. Their 
high titles may be learned even by common pec^le 
from every pocket almanac. 
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But witli mea^ne^ <Jiplomatists, who might' *be 
Joiutualfy hsoM, such ignorance is often obstmo 
tive. Mr John, Johnson and Mr Christian, other- 
wtie Henry Scaddon, might have had a concentra- 
tion of pnrpose and an ingenuity of device fitting 
them to make a figure in the parcelling of Europe, 
and-yet they might never have mot, simply because 
Johnson knew • nothing of Christian, and because 
Chri'Stian did not know where to find Johnson. 

' If ' 
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3fiis iiatB,!!i^ ia texi ^ l^fwc^d"' 
lidLe ■would aot ^iatfcef N e|^t|:me for tiid^t, - j t ^ ^ f ^ ,> ’• 
<Sr Jove for fife power to* thniid^l His hearths Ms -" 


"Wlafcai hk 




.A^d^.beii^g.ai]OT, doth^for:^tthat eve^ ,-„ ,5,. i i .;,-i u , 

' ^ ’■ ii^ard the 'oanie of' death. — Ccfriold'kiUS. ' ' " ^ 

Slid' Jdlms^Ti' di# li^^^'iaiiiis 




“ * - 

ooinmiirntjatioH was due %6'- FeM 

Holt, ; of aM ' mW- iif tke ^orld 

affixiiliy either for the industrious or "fee^ i#d' _ 
sito. ■' ■ ■ ■ ' '' ■ ‘ 

3VEir Xjyon had 111:^64 Felix to go to 
thes 1: SUh ? d£ ©ode^hei^, -witiiMs the noiiiiifatioji' of 
th.^ Osi;i3:diditeS’''for’‘Mo#h*>'Iio^^ ""'Tlie'm&i^ter 

what took place thhr' |)Idaihre 

^fne dppos- 

' slLalt gef Mo' a ragO at something or 

Feliis: Ixad said “Tto told yon one of ihy 


f 


. f. 



p€>ixirfcs« Where I have any particular' hdsirieskj I 

• . . i'artiii' • 't 5 t 


m.'Cts'b xneur the risks Mf natute brings. -S^^l^ekio 
p^xisxoTxlar* bu^ness at ©uffield. Ho#%v^,Xlf 
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a holiday and go. By dint of freeing folly, I ghall 
get lessons in patience.’’ 

The weak point to which Felix referred was his 
liability to be carried completely ont of his own mas^ 
tery by indignant anger. His strong health, his re- 
nunciation of selfish claims, his habitual preoccupation 
with large thoughts and with purposes independent 
of everyday casualties, secured him a fine and even 
temper, free from moodiness or irritability. He was 
full of long-suff(uing towards liis unwise mother, who 
pressed him daily with her words and urged him, 
so that liis soul was vexed;” ho had chosen to fill 
liis days in a way that required the utmost exertion 
of patience, that required those little rill-like out- 
flowings of goodness which in minds of great energy 
must be fed from deep sources of thought and pas- 
sionate devotedness. In this way his energies served 
to make him gentle ; and now, in this twenty-sixth 
year of his , life, they had ceased to make lum angiy, 
except in the presence of sometliing that roused his 
deep indignation. When once exasperated, the pas- 
^ipnateness of his nature threw off the yoke of a 
l^pr^g-trained consciousness in which thought and ejuo 
i^ipu h^d been more and more completely mingled, 
‘^'nfijQppjCep.trated itself in a rage as ungovernable as 

„ He was,. Uxoroughly aware of the 
liability, and knew that in such circumstances he 
could npt answer, for him self. . , Sensitive , people ■ with 
l^efele frames hayo often the same sort, of ffiry within 

^r-p, .themselves: shattered, and shai^ 
W: ^ te;i?rible ,arm^..lie, knew 
lie. avoided. 
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tiona that might cause him exasperation, as he would 
have avoided intoxicating drinka if he ! had been in 

danger of itoitenjperaBce, • ■ ' 

The riomiiiatioB-day was .a great epoch of - gnooeai* 
fuhtriokery, or, to speak in a inonj^parlianieutairyteaiii- 
ner, of war-stratagenj, on the part of skilful agentsi 
And Mr Johnson had hia'sbaro of i^nward chuckling 
and self-approvah as one who might justly expect 
increasing renown, and bo some day in as general 
request as the’ great Putty himself. To have the 
pleasT^re and the prai^se. of electioneering ^ingwnity, 
and also to get paid for it, without too much: anxiety 
whether the ingenuity .will achieve its ultimate end^ 
perhaps gives to some select persons a sort of satis* 
faction in their superiority to their more u^ 
fellow-^tnen that is worthy to be classed witli 
genero^us enjoy m.ents of having the- trutlr dnefly to 
youxself, and of, seeing, others in danger of drowning 
while you are high, and dry, which seem to have 
been regarded as uninixed privileges by Lucretius 
and Lord Bacon. ^ . 

u. One of Mr Johnson' s great successes was this.^ 
Spratt, the hated, manager of the Sproxtou C!olli6ry,i 

in careless confidence titiat the colliers and otlmr 

‘ ' 

labourers under him would follow his orders, :lmd 
provided, .carts to nar^ some loads of voteless en- 

on behalf >of Gferstin ; • onthu-' 
which, being already paid, for by the. recognised- 
benefit, of Garstin’s existence as a capitalist, 
share in the Sproxton mines, was not to cost 
in the form of treating. A mpitalist mmn 
worthy of pious honour as the cause why worJdng 
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men existed. But Mr Spmtt did not 
consider that a aiuee winch has to be |)roved by 
argument or testimony is not an object of j)assionatb 
devotion to colliers: a visible cause of boor acts on 
them much more strongly. And even if there had 
been any love of the far-off Garstin, hatred of the 
too-immediate Spratt would have been the stronger 
motive. Hence Johnson's calculations, made long 
ago with Chubb, the remarkable publican, had been 
well founded, and there had been diligent care to 
supply treating at Duffield in the name of Transome, 
After the election was over, it was riot improbable 
that there would be much friendly joking between 
Putty and Johnson as to the success of this trick 
against Putty’s employer, and' Johnson would be con- 
scious of rising in the opinion of his celebrated senior- 


For the show of hands and the cheering, the hust- 
ling and the pelting, the roaring' and the hissing, 
the hard Mts wiih small missiles, and the soft hits 
with small jokes, were^ strong enough on the side 
of Transome to balance the similar ' demonstra^ 


tions” for Garstin, even with the I>ebarry interest 
in, his favour. :And the inconvenient presence ‘ of 
Spratt was early got rid of by' a dextercmsly^man- 
%ed accident, ^ '#hrcH • sbnf ' ‘him bruised and limphig 
from - tbie scene Of siction. Mr Ohiibb ‘ had never 


before = felt so thoroughly that the occasion was up 
tb' a ■ bevel with' .lis tilents, “^hile the ’blear- day Mght 


in wiiieb - his ‘vrrtue would ' app^ear ■ 
tiion ' he^wotod, hk 4%iy-to d 
^'Gaarstin bhly^ gave^im ilidrougff 

; i V ■ 'i'J 3 -’in • 


at %ho blMO- 


repOS^ 

. ]• J / t,; h 





' Felix Holt was the oeIj lo^kiBg csa- at iha 

senseless exhibitions of tliis nomination 
knew from the beginning- the historj -'rf’ 
with the Sproxton mem He had beeii 
along that the treating at Chubb's had 
tinned, and that so far HLaax)ld Transome’s promise 
had produced no good fralts ; and what he was ob- 
serving to-day, as he watcHed the ijproarions c»wd, 
convinced him that the whole sdheme wOnld be 
carried out just as if he hiad never spoken abont„ it 
He could he fair enough to Transome to 
he might have wished, ■ araH yet- have 
with hfe totions of ^Todoss, to keep his ; promise 5 
and his- bitterness towards the candidate only' took 
the fern of "(k>ntemptuous pity ; fe Felik wais wM 
^kk his!*ooiitieihpt fbr metoiwho^ t m- 
rhin. pawn hj: seeking It te prises of the 
^©xld. ' 'ffls ^ten #11 too readily On the fortunate. 
But when he ^w Johnson pg^sing to and Ire,;; and 
peaking to Jermyn on tlie hustings, he feli itimsdF 
getting angry, and jumped off the wheelr'Of #e 
stationary cart on "whioh He- was mounted, that he 
might : nO longer te rn sight of this nrnn, ^ whose 
vitiating cant had made his blood hot and Ms 

off the ferst day of encotrat^ing 
it was a little too exasperating 




to foofe at "tes |^hk#oei rotund specimen of pros- 
perity^ to witness the power for evil that lay in ins 
vulgar cant, backed by anoHier man’s moneyy^and^o 
know that such stupid iniquliy Nourished thM iagsof 
Hdform, and Liberalism, and justice Iff tiie' needy. 
Wliile the roaring and the scaiiing still going 
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on, Felix, witli his thick stick in his hand, made his 
way through the crowd, and walked on through the 
Duffield streets, till he came out on a. gra-ssy suburb^ 
where the houses surrounded a small common. Here 
he walked about in the breezy air, and ate liis bread 
and apples, telling himself that this angry haste of 
his about evils that could only bo remedied slowly, 
could be nothing else than obstructive, and might 
some day — he saw it so clearly that the thought 
Seemed like a presentiment — be o])struGtivc of his 
own work. ' 

■' ^^;Hot to waste energy, to apply force where ii 
;would tell, to do small work close at hand, not wait- 
ing for speculative chances of lieroism, but preparing 
for them ” — these were . the rules ho had been <xmr 
stantly urging on himself. But what could be a 
greater waste than to beat a scoundrel who' had 
law land opodeldoc at command? After this medi^ 
■tationy Felix felt cool and wise enough to return into 
fhe town,' not, hovvever, intending to deny himself 
the satisfaction of a few pungent words wdierever 
there was place for them. Blows are sarcasms 
turned stupid : wit is a form of force that leaves the 
MimbB at rest, ^ ■ , , 

Anything that coiild be called ^a crowd was no 
be seen. The show of hands having- been 
proi^ounced - to > be in ■ favour of i Debarry andl > Tfaur 
se>me, aajicba jpoll having been demanded for GarsHn, 
the ! business.; of the day might be considered^^af ’an 
lend. ^ But tiio- ^Street, where, the* hustings - werfe 
.ej^eoted, and wterei the great ; hotels ' stoodp 

Aian -groups,; .well f as ' strollers umd stei% 
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.walkers to.aud frcv JVloii in Sfaperiotr gr^satcoatls atid 
woll-bnishecl liats were awaiting witk more' or less 
inipat-ienoe ati important dinner, either at tlae Crown, 
which was X)(d)arry’s house, or at the i Three >Granes, 
whioh was GarBtinh,. .or : at the . and Bounds, 
whioh was Transoine’s. Knots ' of sober retalilets, 
who had already dined, Were to be seen at vsomie 
shop-doors; men in very shabby coats ^ and. miscel- 
Janoous h(.^ad-eovorings, inhabitants of 'Dirfiield and 
uot, .county voters',- W©3?:e lounging’ about . in rduU 
silence, or listening, 'SOm.e; to a griinyilman/ in ^a 
flannel Bhirt, hatlei^s and with turbid, .red hain, who 
was insisting, on. tpolitioal Ipoint^ .with much more 
tease than had tseerned to. belong to, . the igentletoen 
speakers i on. the! hustings; and others tOrai -Seotah 
vendor I -pf- articles .nseful to .s^eU,- • whose upfainillMr 
aopejatj^sfl^ed do haWo a^ iguarantee of truth in it 
wanting as^ianitaasboiaiion with everyday’ Bnglmh. 
Some rough-looking ,pipe-smofcers/or distinguished 
oigar-sinokets, chose to walk up and; down inrdsola- 
,tibn and silence. But the.. majority of '.those who 
had shown a burning interest in the mommation shad 
disappeared, and' epokades no longer studded a. close- 
.pressed crowds like, and alsn - very tinlike, ineadow- 
iflowers among the] grass. ijThe .street pavemenife was 
sstrangelyipainted/ with fragments' of ^ perishable mis- 
isilea^gronnd fla^inuder, heavy fee> but the worker^ 
were resting /from their; toil, and the >bim 2 i and 'tread 

and the fltfully discernible voices 'seemed like/ still- 
ness to Felix after the roar, with which .the wide 
space had been' filled when^ he left ih 

The group round the speaker in the ^'flannel * shirt 


iPEI/IX HOLT, 




stood' art the comer of a side-street, and the speaker 
>himself was elevated by the head and shoulders 
•above his hearers, not because ' he was tall, but 
because he stood on a projecting stone. At the 
opposite corner of the turning was the great inn 
of the Fox and Hounds, and this was the uitra.- 
Liberal quarter of the High Street. Felix was at 
once attracted by tliis group ; he liked the look 
of the speaker, whose bare arms were powerfully 
muscular, though he had the pallid complexion of a 
man who lives chiefly amidst the heat of furnaces. 
He was leaning against the dark stone building 
behind him with folded arms, the - grimy paleness 
ot-ms shirt and skin Ending out in hidhi relM 
against the dark stone building behind hfm. H^ 

Ws emphasis 

■with It as he spoke. His voice was high and not 
strong, but Felix recognised the fluency and the 
method of a habitual preacher or leoitiren ^ 

■ monopolists, ’‘ he was saw- 

■mg. We know what monopolists are i men who 
want to keep a trade all to themselves, under the 
pretence that they’ll furnish the public with a better 
article. We know what that comes to r in some 
o^ntries a poor man can’t aibrd to buy-a'spoonM 
of 'salt,! and yet there's salt enough :in the World to 
picHe^-every living thing in it. Thit’4 the sort 'of 
^fit imonopolistd do to .manMhd.- And Uiese-are 
tbs mem' who tell ns weffe.. to- let politics ailome t 
aeyll goveni.msi:)bett« without our knowing 'anw 
thing about it. -We must-mM'Our business p-we 

a««lugm«^t^we^ve ,no.«meito.st«dy:,.^ .^ues- 







tions. But I tell them this ^ ■ tiie}< ^eatest <g[ta,e&ti®A 
in the world is, how to e^eary man a man’s 

^are in what goes- on in lifer-^^^ — ” 

“ Hear, hear I ” said Felix in his sonohon^^ 
which seemed to give a new impressiveness '-^' what 
the speaker had said. Everj one looked at .HiiM?: 
the well -washed face and its ednoated expression 
along with a dress more careless than that 'of most 
well-to-do workmen on a holiday^ made his s^pear- 
anoe . strangely ; arresting. > : • 1 1 ; ; :; 

.“ Not a pig’s share,” the speaker 'went’-cii% ^“ndt 
a horse’s share, ndt the share cf a machine fed with 
oil o^ly to make it work amd- nothing else^ It isn’t 
a man’s “share jnst to mind yonr pin-makings €»r yonr 
glass -hlowing, and higgle abcat yonr o-^ wages, 
and^ibting -op yonr. .family to be %nOraiit eons ?of 
fathers^ and no better pro?®^^ ; that’s - a 
sla?ve^s .shares ; > we ws^ a fiiemaa’si^ share, arid that 


shares ; v we ws^ a fiiemaa’si^ share, ard that 
is to think and speak and act y:>ont what conc^ms 
ns all, and see whether these fine gentlenaem who 
undertake to govern -as are doing the host th^y 
for ns. They’ve igot the knowledge, say th^*. 
Yeryt well,, we’ve) got the wants. There’s !nQsmy a 
one wotild be idle ifihtlnger didn’t -pmch Mra p but 
,’^fccm^aeh ?®eis to work.; : • - 'Therefs a ■ - told 

I ^Mee ' bel^ and the people the 

[.>Bnfc I make another sort of feMe. I say, 
we fare’ the belly that feels the pinches, amd well 
set these aristocrats, these ^ great j^ple wlio caH 
themselves onr brains, to work: at some way o£ sarie- 
fying us a bit . better. The aristocrots are-pfetty 
sure tp -try and govam ft® thek owr ib^ns^t but 
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ilow are we to be sure they’ll, try’ and ■ govem’fc^ 
bras.? TJiey must be looked after, I tliink,' lUt£> 
other workmen. -We must have what we call iB- 
epectors, to see-- whether the work’s well done for 
us. We want to send ora inspectors to Parljameht- 
Well, they say^you’ve got the Eeform Billp whab 
more can you want? Send your inspectors. Bub 
I say, the Eeform Bill is a triek^-^it’s nothing biit 
swearing-in special constable.? to keep the aristo- 
crats safe in their monopoly .; it’s bribing some of 
the people with votes to make them hold their 
tongues- about giving votes to the rest I say,' if 
a mam doesn’t beg or steal, but works for his bread, 
the .;pooi«Fi .aatd the more ‘ miserable he isp the . more 
lie’d need. hav6! a vote to send ah inspector to Parlia- 
ment— else the man who is worst off is likely to b© 
forgotten; and I say, he’s the man who- ought to 
bef.ffrkfc. remembered. . Else what does their -religioh. 
mean ? .. Why do they build Churches ahd ^endow 
them .that ’their sobs get padd well for preach- 

ing a Saviour; and makii^ themselves as little like 
Sim as .can. be? - If I want to believe in deba^ 
Gh^t, I must 'shut my eyes for fear I should-: See 
a-.pambn. ;; .Ajod what’s a bishop?^ ■ A' bishop’s a 
'-driBssed.up. 'who. sits the-Hoimeinf ‘BordB 
aosd throw otri: Beferm -Bills. '''■Andobecansb 
it^S'Srd -loij^t anything in the' sEapelof aiman to. 
dress hinseif. up: like: sthat,- arid- do such wbrktfthev 
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a : seat’ ' for itotihing. / . * I . *thikk; i it ^ is for nothing ; foi* 
it would be hard to tell what he gets by it. If the 
poor man.' had i vote in the ][i^tter,M thkib he’d 
choose a different sort of a Church to wtot that is. 
But do you think the aristoorats will eVbrealteii it^ 
if the belly : doesn’t pinch them ? . Not', thej^.** t 
part of their, monopcdy. They’ll supply >t[S iwith ttnai 
religion like every thing 'elsej and get a tprofit ' on it 
They- 11 give hs plenty .of heaven. We h&?© 
Iknd f there. That’s^ the sort of religion they like^ 
a religion that gives us working men t heaven^ 
nothing; else.' But’ we’ll offer to/ dMaga vfilh ’omi, 
W e’ll give them back some ; bf < thek he^ v^', and 
tate it onb in* something for ns and mir children in 
iMs world.* They don!t seem to oare so^ mn^ about 
heaven themselves - till *. they feel the .gout - Very % 
btit.;y|®jE won’t' get. Ithim- to gtve»mp'hi3^hing^eke^ 
ffi yifehdon’t .^mch;’em to pinch them 

enough^-^we must .'get thessuf&ugep'We must get 
vhteSj that we may 'send' the .meii to - 
who will do our work for us ; and we must 
Mament dissolved every yemr^ that we ihMy 
cmk imn fflhe doesk dd * what we want him to , 
and-w© r must f have the lhat the 

kihgS'Of the eomaties as they like, but 

iWiShakhn up-in one bag with us;' I say, if 
■wO'Worfcng men are* ev#r to get a man’s share, we 
must Imve universal sufiragej and annual 
ihents, and the vote by ballot, and electoral 
tricts.” ’ 

f^Nol — something else before all tliat^’*’'] 
again startling the atidience- into 
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Btt the ispeaWr glanced coldly at him and went; 


' -^‘ Thafs what Sir Francis Burdett went in for 
fifteen years ago ; and it's the right thing for us, 
if it was Tomfool who went in for it. You must 
la^ hold of such handles as you can. I donT 
believe muoh in Liberal aristocrats ; but if there's 
any fine carved gold-headed stick of an aristocrat 
will make a broomstick of himself, Fll lose no time 
but ril sweep with him. And that's what I think 
about; Transome. And if any of you have acquaint- 
ance among county voters, give 'em a hint that you 
wish ’em to vote for Transome.” 


At the last wdrdj the speaker stepped down from 
his slight eminence,. and walked, away rapidly, like 
a man whose leisure was exhausted, and who must 
go! about his business. But he had left an appetite 
in has audience for further oratory, and one of tlmm 
seemed? to express a general sentiment as he turned 
immediately to Felix, and! said, ''Gome, sir, what do 
yon8.ay?:'' . : 


;r )Felix did- at oneeiwhat he would very likely have 
done , without 'being asfced^ — he stepped ou' to the 


stone, and took bff! his cap by am instinotives 
thalt always, led 1 him to speak uticoveredi 

his' ifigure in -telief against, the ^ stone ^ 

gwind . ? Iwas : -unlike tlxafe of . the nrevious^ ^ isbeak^iv 


The 


Ww f.pi#iaerafoJy tatte4’his head and iieck were> 
le and Ibene^tpis^sion of his mouth^and 

eyes was something very different from the 
aoWOHefeS ,and^ ti:athi^ liaajddippfe(i:..ahtogomr“"^ . 
tn^s-wnion ? jtoH. >5^3Belix;H5ltls face bHia 




dock 







.pf habitual meditative ahstej^tieu f;rom objects of 
;m,ere personal vanity or desire, which is the peculiar 
^tamp of culture, and makes a very roughlyH^ut face 
Wprthy to be called “the human face divine*;” 
lions and dogs know a distinctioii between 
^lanpes ; and doubtless, those Duffield men, in the 
expectation with which they looked up at Felix, 
were unconsciously, influenced by the grandeur of 
Ids .full yet firm; mouth, and the calm clearness M 
hi^ grey eyes, which were somehow unlike what 
they were accustomed rto ,see along ^ ite; cJd 

Itmwn velveteen coat, and an absence rofjehimprpp- 
ping. : When he began * to, speak, th^, contrast of 
ypicp.^^as still stronger than that of appearanoai 
The man, in the flannel shirt had not been keafd-^ 
had probably, not cared to, be heard -r-beyopd -the 
i^ip,ediatej. group of listeners. - But Felix at-.oilce 
dbew of ^pemons camparativdly: at 

distance. • . 

. ■ ■ ' ■ ' j 

“In my opinion,” he said, almost the moiheUI 
after he was addressed, “ tlrat was a ^ Imc . wc^ 
spoken by your friend when , he said the , great 
question was how to give eyeiy mam’s .^hare 

in lifh,, But I.thir4;he expects voth^,.tO'4^ 
towards^ it than I I want ,%e. working, iinCn 
to, havc^ppwer. I’m a working; mau myself, and 
I, ^onjt-waut, to. be anything .else. “But there are 
tyip sorts of power. There’s a power to do mb 
— to undo what has been done with great 
and labour, to waste and destroy, to be 0|U€|l,t#' 
weak, to lie and quarrel, and to ftalk poispuoi^l mon- 
sense. That’s the sort pf ^power-itb^t 
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numbers have. It never ma<le a Joint Htofil ot 
planted a potato. Do you think it's liktdy to flo 
much towards gwerning k conptry, at id mak- 
ing wise laws, and giving shelter, hKxl, and clothed 
to millions of men? Ignorant power cOmes in th6 
end to the -same thing aS wicked power; it makes 
miser}^ It’s another sort of power that I want txs 
Working men tb have, Sind I can see plainly enoOgli 
that our all having votes will do little iowaitls itrat 
present." I hope wo, or the ohildrcm that come aft# 
us, will get plenty of political power Bomo time. * I 
toll every body pLainly, I hope tliere will bo grOat 
ohanges, and that sonio time, wheilim* W(5 live to 
see 'it 'or not, men will have come to i»e a'shalnod 
of things they’re proud of now. But I should likb 
to 'convince you that votes would no'^fer givd you 
political power worth having while tilings ai’O as 
they are now, and that if you go 'the ^dght way tb 
work you may got power sooner witlioiit TofeS; 
Perhaps all ‘you who hear mo are Sober irien, who 
try to learn as mud r of the nature <')f tliingS'^as 'jtbtr 


can, and to be as little like fools as possible. A fool 
or idiot is- one who expects things to happen that 
neTer can happen ; ho pohrs niilk into'a bah witliont 
a bottomyand expects thd milk to 
feporo -^ft suoh yain expebtations a nian*hik;ftho more 
fool or'idiot. ' Ahfl’uf Any wolking marl 
to^do'ftr'hifh Ivhat itmwcw can db;^- 
that amburit;^^ more. I tfnnk 
thAst’s ■ dlbAi' ’ ohot^gh,' ' 

O' ’4&id ' vofb^S, were 

of group 5'' fth^y -Sponged t(j 
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<8^1110 strollers who had been attracted by Felix 
Holt’s vibrating voice, and were Tories . from the 
Crown. Among them was Christian, who was smok- 
ing a cigar with a loleasnre. he always felt in being 
among people who did not know him, and : doubtless 
took him to be something higher than he really; was. 
Hearers from the Fox and Hounds also weiB. slowly 
adding themselves to the nucleus.- Felit, accessible 
to the pleasure of being listened* . to, went on.. with 
more . and more animation ; , = • . , ' - ^ r • . 

The- way to get rid of folly is to 
estpeotations, and; of thoughts ^that^fdor^^ft? 
the nature of' things., ,:.The; men-.'^ho ha 
thoughts about water, and - what ik will; do whe^ ^iti 
turned into ' steam and under all sorts ©€ jottsfom 
stances^, have made* themselvi^ a^»greafc't 
the are.: 

thabvWiil ii^p ,to"bha^€ri je&t thingSif^ i bi 

gihes would ,Mve- done/ hf" there hiid. 'I)eeaa= :. false 
notions about the way water would eot. ;Mdw, 
the schemes. , about voting, and districts, apd * 
Parliaments, . and the rest, are engines, ^and 
or steam the force that is tO’ wc«:k themir^filfcp^ 
come out' of human nature^ — out of raeif s pasgions-f 
feelings, (feiresi ». Whether the engines wiH.-do good 
; oij ibad , depea^ oh Hhese feelings 9 4 ndJ if : we 
‘falseiexpectatidns: about men’s characters,' we 
very much like ' the idiot who thinksi.' he’ll carr^ 
milk in a' can witliout a bottom. In . my opini^ifif 

the notions about what mere voting will do 
much of that sort.” Uy^^r -/hj. 



u 


.That’s very fine,” said; ,a man in 
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■with a s^sotoftil laugh. “ But how are we to get t^ 
;p(Jwer without votes , i * 

1 11 tell you what’s the greatest power undei’ 
heaven," said Felix, “and that is public opinion-^ 
the ruling belief in society about what is right aad 
what is wrong, what is honourable and what is 
sliamefiil. That’s the steam that is to wort the 
engines. How can political freedom make us befr 
ter, any more than a religion we don’t believe in, if 
people laugh and wink when they see men abuse 
Mid defile it? And while public opinion is what it 
IS— while men have no better beliefe about public 
&ly— while corruption is not felt to be a damning 
iisgsaoe— while men are not ashamed in Parliament 
end out of it to make public questions which concern 
the welfare of millions- a mere screen for. their own 
peity private ends,— I say, no fresh scheme of voting 
wn I much, mend our condition. For, take us wort 
all sorts. Suppose out of every hundred 
who "had a vote there were thirty who had some 
SGtene^, some sense to choose with, some good 
^Img to make them wish the right thing for alii 
suppose there were seventy out of the hundred 
whowvere, half of them, not sober, who had no sense 
to ehe^e one thing in politics more thaaii another, 

IMe goad feeling in ihem'that they 
m-dieir-c«m, <ibinkiBg the amney : that Should 

their* wives, and chib 
_*^l'ah|;«u64her haif ©T th«a>.i(idio, if they didn’t’ 
1©^ igaoesatser. mm or stajad te see 
good fer fenmeives bettw' lhan ©ddfefcing.a 
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would be the poIitioaL,'^^'r^^^ thirty, ,,fober 

men? The power would . 1^04.^^ 

drunken and fStupid votes; and 

sort of men would get the power — i^Eat 

would end by returning ■ who:^! they pleased" 

liament.” 

Felix had seen every face, .^^round 

particularly notice^ a , repent addiftpu/to ^hk ; audi- 
ence ; ; but now hejlpoked ‘before lu^i^withoittappe^tf^ 
ing to fix ^his glanpe pn},ai^, one. r.In spii^p 9^‘Mf 
cooling meditations >n:. hour :; ago,; -his 
getting quielrened ' by^ in^gnatipn^^,:^d]^^^^^i 
to.p™h wh^ 'she.'batpd.i^W^'S'rh^ke^, Jo,y^ 



the business fot,a:,n^,did§ite, and 


* l^n : sef ve . ^he ’ rindcneht ; ■ men ifvin, 

look out for dirty work to - make their"' fortlthes^ 
because dirty work wants litfle tajentiendj^n^ 
6,oience ; men who know . alL ; the ‘ ins = and-oOu?^"^^*^^-" 


0t jiSf^g^t r^^pjanny in tneir'^own 
soula;wliere;.a{hii%^^n%^ these 

’■* * -' ' . ■ .'"'''i ’*'■ ^ * ■' ''' * •' 

willv'.be the, 'luaa'I^rs, wii^re:^^r;;there^S a.^rnajority, .of 
yotP?^. whoiipaii© ^more for pnoney, hiore> for driuk, 
^^rn'O' mean, little rend which, is their own 
r ajid.nobody-else's, than, for anything that has eypr 
been called Right in the world. For. suppose there]a ' 
a poor voter named, Japk, who has : seven chiidren,." 
and twelve or fifteen shillings a-week wages^ pfrhape 
less. Jack can’t read-^I don’t say whos® 
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is— he nevbr had the chance'to learn ; he kn6wB gh 
little that he perhaps thinks God made the ^poor-laws, 
and 'if anybody' said the patterti of the'.worklionSe 
■was laid down in the- Testanaeut, he' ■WDuldif’t be 
able to Contradict them. What is poor- Jack -likely 
to do when he sees a smart stranger coming to ^im, 
wb .0 to' jtist 6116 of tlioso moxi 1 siiy 

masters till 'public' opinion gets too hot 


fdt'^thbib? ‘H6 ’s‘ a middle -si^jed mail’ well- say ; 
stoutj with cbat upon cjoat of fine broadcloth, opeh 
enough to show a fine gold chain: - none of your 
dark, scowling men, but one with an innocent piiik- 
^tnd^hfte- 'skin ’ and Yery smooth light hair -a most 
respectable 'manj who dall^'MmSelf^by^a 
welhknown 'English iiaine — ^as Grte^', or Baker, 01 
Wilsdn|mr,det ns say,- " ; 

■ ' Felix ' Was ‘interrupted ^hy * am ’e±pld^on of laughter 
ina 3 orit 3 ^'‘hf the ’bystiahders. 'BotUd^eye^ -had 
bi^ tUtne'd^'dm#ohnSc>U, who- Stdd4lGm4M4-,^to 
“ofttFeMM; ' afi the' ’ very begLnntng^ of^ #^"^<&’^#*Lption, 
these Weld' ^adtla% ^followed' by dttiM 
last every hearer’s attention -was fixed- on him, and 
the first burst of 'laughter 'from the two or three Who 


\r the 'attorney’s name,' let every one ' suffieieiltiy 
fatd, * ‘ secret to make- the - amusement ' conini^n. 

ll^febuf‘‘who''4ad'‘fc^ his ground -till- name 
iUentiotred'j' tu^i^ed''away, l(wking-niiTteU'ally 
white ''^ateh5'beii^ 'UUitfiUaliy'r^^^ and ’fedingi^^y an 
attorUey’-^ -dnsttnct-for ‘Ms poeket-bOok, as,‘,4Phe' felt 
‘ it; Wae ' ' a taking • doWn ^ th'e' n^bs ’ of ' wit-^ 

' %4arbr^"'" turned 4wrky #Oy 
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fHmkin'g they liM' liad tHe creatii of tlie “s-peedh in 
th:6 Etgainst Johnsdn,' wHicH, as a thing w6rtTx 
telliiig, helped to recall them' 'id' the scehd' hf dinner. 

“Who is this Johnson?" said Christian dh 'a yohrig 
man who had been standing near him, and had Bdhn 
one of the first to laugh. ' Christiah^s ctiribsityliM 
naturally been' awakened by what might '‘]^bVe' 'a 
golden opportunity. 

“ Oh— a London attorney. He’ sicts for Transome. 
That tremendous fellow at the eotifer there is some 
red-hot Radical demagogue, and Johhsbn hb!^‘bff^nd- 
ddrilim, I suppose' ; ’ else he w^oulffifdi^ HaW^%itriLeS 
in^ that Wy bn‘'a^itrah b£ thei^ own phfty.” ' 

‘ ^‘I’h^T heStd there was ’d' Johnson who' was ^ a^^ 
imderstrappfer of Jermyn's,’’ Said Chribriah. 

‘^^ Well, so thik man may hayW'been I 

know. But Re’k a li'ohdon mam fiiiW— 
feUoW— oh his owni’lep' m Bedford Row. ' Bfa ha ! 
It’s capital, though, when these Liberals get a slap 
in 'the face from the worldng men they’re so‘ vdr^ 

fond of." ’ , , . . ■ 

' Another turn along the street enahied Christian to 

come t6 a'^resoltifion. Having ''peen ''^ermyn d!^e 
awa^ ah lioto Befot6, 'tie was ih rid 'fear.': ile 'wa.ilcea 
at once to trie Fbx'' ari'd Hounds and iBked' td speak 
to Mr Joriiison: ‘ A brief iriterview, in wtiicri Chris- 
tiari ascertained that he Had before him tbe J ohnsoii 
mentioned by trie' bill-Wticker, issued in the appoint 
hient of a longer one at a later rionr j and before 


•i * ! 1 

a 


they left Bufaold^ thby had’ coihO' not^.exa.ofly to ? 
mutual linderstiinding, but to hh eicriange 6f 'infdri 
marion mutually weldbme. 



, , T been ip . the. , ioonv 

,^eiipeinept, only intimating tiaat ^be knew some- 
th, Jpg inipprtapt , which sppae ,phanpe, hints had iPr 
duped him to think might he interesting, to Mr 
Jphnsoj^ .entirely depended on how far 

hp liad;^ oomnaon interest with Mr.Jermyn. John- 
son reph^4 that he; had much business. in which that 
gentleman was not concernedj bu.t,;that to a certain 
extent they had a pmnmon interest. ; Prpbably then, 
Christian obeery ed, tjie affairs of the Tranepnie estptte 
were part of the business in which Mr Jermyn and 
Mr Johnson might he tinderstoad to represent e^dh 
other — in which case, he need npt, detain Mr Johp^ 

.biat .|Jolinson couM act, .coiffieali that 
he was , up,, , 14 ^ .-SfiJjfjlj 

ph^is^n’s ii;iformg,|i 9 |i ^pre , were -.pajiy 

gj^Uttds pu whichj Joh,usou ; 4 e,sired ^o,.]^oWjas muct^ 

af, ^^e. , Tpusqjii^ , a^jirs jipd^pendsiitjy 

Syi;yttip,.an4, ,^4® 

Tommy Trounsem, and stated that Johnsi^,0^^4 
|re^h^., the ^p^ledge, ,^ 0^414 haive. any 

,, he could bring eyidenoe that a Ipgiti- 

child of Bycliffe’s p;xisted^^ hp felt i certain of 
tns fact,, and, of jhis proof.,: , Jolinspn'.pi^lained,. that 
in,t|^ .case.. the death ..of llie^pld^ bilj.r^t^k91* '^'nid 
give ^dd, , .the^.hrst yalid. ; ol^hn itp .the , Bycliffe 

heizshij^y ^at : f^r . his own pa^ ; he , , ehoidd be , gj#>d 
to farti^^ a plai^, but .paction must,h9r 
obs^ry^ , .^..H^w did .Chiiatian rkppwf#?'^ 

th.is,,,S1 


d more bonvinoed that 


show him 

t ? ' ; ? "S' ' } t ' ' ' . 

I 
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to counteract Jermyn, at leiig'th became explicit 
about Esther, but still withheld his own real name, 
and the nature of his relations with Bjeliffe, He 
said he would bring the rest of his inihrmation 
when Mr Johnson took the case up seriously, and 
place it in the hands of Bycliffe’s old lawyers— of 
course he would do that? Johnson replied that he 
would certainly do that ; but that tliere were legal 
niceties which Mr Christian w’as probably not ac- 
quainted with ; that Esther’s claim had not yet 
accrued; and that hurry was usel^s. - 
The two men parted, each in distro^ of 
but each well pleased to have learned something. 
Johnson was not at all sure how he should act, but 
thought it likely that events would soon guide him. 
Christian was beginning to meditate a way of seour^ 
ing his own ends without depending in the least on 
Johnson's procedure. It was enough for him tha^ 
he was now a^ured of Esther’s legal claim' on the 

___ ' r, ' 

T^ransome estates- ^ ^ 

* f * 1 
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CHiAPTEE XXXI 

In the copia of the factious language the word Tory was entertained, 
. . . and being a vocal clever- sounding word, readily pronounced, it 
kept its hold, and took possession of the foul mouths of the faction. . , . 
The Loyalists began to <d»ecr up and to take lieart of grace, and in the 
working of this crisis, according to the coiuuion laws of scolding, they 
considered which way to make payment for so much of Tory as they had 
hfe^h treated with, to clear scores. . . . Immediately the train took, 
and ran lib® wiidiire and hecamo, general, . And so the account of T<^|*y 
was balanced, and soon began to run up a sharp score on the other side." 
“NbETH’s jEjcawea, p. S21. '? 

At last I epoch, of the - election foF, North 
Mlip®h»L ^ had % arrived* The '.roads- approaching 
Trehy were early traversed by a largeaj^^nuiiah^r ,Qf 
vehicles, horsemen, and also foot-passengers, than 
were ever seen there at the annual fair. Treby was 
the polling-place for many voters whose faces were 
quite strange in the town ; and if there were some 
strangers who did not come to poll, though they had 
husiness not unconnected with the election, they 
were not liable to he regarded with suspicion or 
especial curiosity. It was understood that no divi- 
sion of a county had ever been more thoroughly 
canvassed, and that there would be a hard run be- 
twoen G-arstin ahd Transome. Mr Johnson^s head- 
quarters were at Buffield ; hut it was a maxim which 



THE EADICAl, 


he repeated after the great Putty, that a capaWe 
agent makes himself omnipresent; and quite apart 
from the express between him and Jermyn, Mr John 
Johnson’s presence in the universe had potent effects 
on this December day at Treby Magna. > . ■ 

A slight drizzling rain which was obseiwed 
some Tories who looked out of their bedroom win- 
dows before six o’clock, made them hope that; after 
all, the day might pass off better than alarmists had 
expected. The rain was felt to be somehow' on’ the 
side of quiet and, Conservatism; but soon lii© baredk- 
ing of the clorrds and the mild gleams of aBt^ifabeffi' 
sun brought back previous apprehensions. ’ As thaie 
were already precedents for riot at a Eeformed elec- 
tion, and as the Trebian district had had its con- 
fidence in the natural course of things somewhat 
shaken by a landed proprietor with an old name 
offering himself as a Eadical candidate, the electicto 
had been looked forward to by many with a- va^e 
sense that it wonld be an occasion something likA 
a fighting match, when bad characters wouH-' pn^ 
ably assemble, and there might be straggles, iaiM , 
^darms for respectable men, which would'^toaKe It 
expedient for them ;to 'takfe a little nmt -bcarndy/aS 
a preoantion beforehand and a restorative aftaerwaids. 
The. tenants on the Transome : estate werd eomparai 
tively fearless : poor Mr Coffe, of Eahhiffs End, con- 
sidered that “ one thing was as mauling as anotheiv” 
and that an election was no worse than, the d 
rot ; whEe Mr Dihhs, taking &e more dieerftd' 
of a prosperous man, reflected that if 
were dangerous, it was safer to be od their s* 
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vvM, (bhe votei-s for Debarry and Garstin who con-! 
sidered that they alone had the right to I'Cgard 
thei&seives as targets fdr evil-uiiiided ' men ; and 
Mr Crowder, if he could have got his ideas coun- 
tenanced, wouixi: 'have recommended a mustei' of 
fami-servants with defensive pitchforks on the side 
of' .Ckoroh ahd‘ King. But the bolder men Vv^ero 
lather - gratified by the prosi)ect of being- groaned aty 
fiojithahithay might face about and groan in return. 
-IMnOro*, the high constable of Troby, inwardly 
rdhearsed. a brief address to a riotous crowd in case 
it ehouldj be wanted, having been warned by the 
Eeator/’that -it was a primaiy duty on those ocoa- 
siohs itotikeep) a watolr against provocation as well 
as violdnde. The Eeotor, with a brother magisti-ato 
who waa on the spot, had thought it desirable to 
swear in some special constables, but tho ])r©sence 
ffif -foyW men.mot, absolutely required for tho polling 
waejiBot Idoked at in the light of a provocation. Tho 
Bidrieit'iGlubs-from various, qriarters made- a sbowy 
sbme -With the omngei-coloured' ribbons and streamers 
®fr*h©,tjamj Tory, teandidaute,- .some with .the- mazarine 

^^,the.',Wh%.. , The ^oramge^coloured- bands pkyed 

k*Aiild Jkngsyneyl’taiid.a 'Iduder rwzarine:l)«d came 
J^w-rihfeimrwtuth.hGb wbistle and liwiH ioomo.,rto 
kd i'l^pibfoabily ,as . the tniieuthetiaoeb^syito.' 

,;;v^iobi Jtheir- j-epertiwy : -would 
^radshi'.i -IberBi was notia/singie olub" beaiiiigi-tihje: 

Gkdk: -worb 

w,yaiy s©|rfithh!6f,i33.fijat hee 

ok kiffioi9ni):ribsfeMjGe>).dilce.-.a;;,j®i.jf,,lgtrg,ei 

**.;i . It laisasrt g^r«% i-iuiisd&j»^»®iJ. ^t?hat 





feUo.m'’ represeatingj;#mr^rmd.%*s^ 
pf fJlub^y >a^d. holdiiig 

,“ Jiet .lirotlLeply. lo¥e ,Gp3itip.u%’! w^il^> a}«DiySi..&2S(3e 
ic^pulated to enconrage^TOtprs^-of ■.^Q]lndr>opk^^S 
and keep up -tlieir spirits, : But a considerable ^nuir|- 
l^er of unadorned heavy nav^ieSj colliers, and stonP- 
pit men, who used, their h’eedom las. British , snbjfectfe 
.tor be present in iTrehy- on thi 8 igreat: ocmsion, looked 
like a possibly unchTil force yrhpse poUtios wore d^ibt 
ous , until it was ples^^y s^n fen- whein . they ciheei^ 
ap(;l.-for whom they, gtoa^md,.* // j] 

I ^ pphiip.^tbe wpnpi.to th^ ;po}}ing^bpotJ|| ^^nvari- 
ously, J-ippfi^! i ! wh^i wafted- ih , rto .whatever 

side they belonged, .had -the advantage; of hea^ng 
from the opposite side. what were thQ.nxpst ilnarfeed 
4 pfeqt 8 or.exoesses.in theb* personal . appearance ; <fe>r 
the, Trebians , of; that day held, . without being ^ aware 
that they 5 ha<d, I Cipero’s- authority for it,, thatnthf 
bqcjily blemishes of .an opponent were a degitiipate 
ground for ridicule 5 but if the votpr frustrated 
by being handsome, he was groaned at and 
aq,qpr 4 ing#:>'/%ninla, in whiqh [fhe a^eqtiV^Was 
gijqryj, ^Whig?- iRTi. as .tha- oa^v#igbt-.M^t^ 

the uubstantiyq a binnk fo bp bll#.np 

of the ‘SpoatF- r ■ ih: ; . 1 nTIb; 

T Some ? of ■ tbR timid . had obo^en ^ IgQi thtbngh 

tliis qrdpal .a^i ^rfy asipossibh hi Ihpi morning- = 
of the, earliest;, was, hit Timothy Rose, the 
farmer , from , 1 Malton.; ; E^e hud left lilomei f\ 

some foreboding, having swathed hi's,itmP^H|Vltal 
parts in layerSiPf f}^nel,<and put pn ,t{Wq<g^eat^nuts 
as ^pft, kind of armwi*- / ' But ; reflpotingi with' scimq 
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tliat there vrere no resources f 6 'r protect- 
ing his head, 'he Onoe more wavered in his intentihi 
to vote ; he once more ' observed to Mrs Bose that 
these were hard times when a mail of indepeiidkht 
property was expected to vote “willy-nilly;” but 
finally, coerced by the sense that he should b^ 
Ibolieid ill on'“in these times” if he did not stand 


fby' the gentlemen round about, ’ he set out in ' hi^ 

* . . t * » 

glgl taking with him a powerful Waggoner, whom 

f 

fee* ordered to keep him in sight as he went to the 
polling-booth. It was hardly Uiore thaii nine o'blo'ek 
•when Mr Bose, having thus come up to the level of 
his tinieS, cheered himself with a little cherry-brandjr 
at* the* Mkrqnis, drove away in a much more’ courage- 
bus spirit, and got down at Mr iNolan’e,^ just outside 
the town. The retired Londoner, he considei^dj 
was a man bf experience, who would estimate 
prbpCrly the judicious eoxirse he had takdri, and 
could '^insike it known to others. Mr Nolaii wa^ 


^updrintendihg the removal' of some' shrUfes iii* his 
^rdeu. ' ■ - ' ' - ■'•'5 ^ 

WelV’Mr Nolan,” said Bose, 'twinkling a Mf- 
bompycent ‘ look over the red prominence ' of ■ his 
ehedkS|-“MW]ydu been to give* your vote 
“No; air in good time. I shall go prisbUtiy.”* 

■ I ’Wouldn't dose an hour, ' !' wbuldn^/' I 

rfd to myself;^ if' Tve got to do gehtterhen a'fdVburj 
Bbdd it 'at’bncn.* -You SOO,‘ Tve got no -landlord, 
Iftblan ^ Tni m that f)bsition ' ^ life- that ’ I ' be 
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apd givipg one of tliose wonderful upivepsal sJirtigSy 
by whick bo seemed to be reoalling aH Jaas; garpaents 
from a tendency to; disperse; themgelveSi Como in 
and see Mrs Nolan?” . - k, , 

“.No, no, tbankye., Mrs Eose expects me back. 
Bpf, as I was saying, I^m a independent man, and 
I consider it’s not my part to show favour to one 
more than another, but to make tbings as even ^ 
I cam If I’d been a tenant to anybody,;, well, '.m 
course I . must have voted for my ; landlcardrr— Idiaj: 
stands to senses, . But. I ypsh everybp.^J 
one’ s returned , fo [ Parliai|ienf m^pe; 
npbo4yd<5^BK^^J^ it’% i3ay . doing; for T^Ben, you cap 
vote for two, you can make things even., go I gave 
one to Debarry and one to Transom e ; and I., wish 
Gramtin no. ill, but I can’t help the.. odd and 




he, hangs on to Debarry, t^y ^ay.” .^:. 

; “God, bless, me; sir,” said Mr Nolan, coughing 
down .a laugh, “don’t you perceive . that you might 
as well have stayed at home and not voted * at, 
unless „you would rather send a ; Eadi^Pfl to 
paent;.;f|ipn, ,a-.sober Whig?.’’ yyv|- , .jlMisiind- 

’ ; “ We][|>. d’m .sprry .you should have, arnythingitq^^g^ 
againsit what J’ye dope, d^olanjjf/iSai^ Mp JBose; rather 

crestfallen, though sustained .by .inward, waipitlpf 
thought you’d agree with me, as, yop’ro a sena,^e 
man. But the most a independent rnaaa can do sris 
to try and please all ; apd, if he, hasnJt thejlppk^ 
here’s wishing I , may do it another tirne,”, added 
Eose, appaf ently confounding a j^toast, 
tatipn, for be pnt out, bis handfoT % pacing. f^ake, 
and then stepped into bis ! 



■ mvAx' novt;' 


■A 


r , it't'te4’tt’lii(^i1!bai''AIv'TiiAbthy Edso loft, the toWt^: 
thS'WhWd ’hi 'Kittg'Bti'oiJt and in the ■markot>j)kc$j 
WhWd' the polling ^bodtiis stood, was ■ lliiotuatinfi 
Voters as yet were scanty, and l>rave fellows who- 
had come from any distance this niorriHig, or who 
had ‘Sat tip' late 'dnnking the night hoftiro, reipiirdd 
some ■ Reinforcement of their strength and siiirit^ 
®yety pttWioihdtise dn Treby, not excepting thb 

'howWriv’CrofiH-Kijys,' HvaS lively wit! 
blhkiigiilt''kd' liuWietotia company.' Not, of emtrSe; 
teat ‘ thefe '.Wai' arty treating - treating ■necossaHrjt 
had stbpped’,' from inora.l scitiples, when once ^^th^; 
WitSVerO tidt ; ’’’''but there was driukhig, whleh'' did ■ 
’tvelf 'tinder kiny name; ’ ■ ■ ■ 

^ ^‘^hr ‘Tonimy’ 'I'rchnisCm, ' breaMasttng 'httrh on 
iFklsfeaff 'propitrtioii ■ of bread', and ’sornetl ditg which- 
for gentility’s sake-, 'fvftiir call aacki ivaS inoi’h tliah 

oVefthe ills of life', and felt 'lilrti self 
OifSF *bii llerdeg 6f> tliei day. He had' an immense 
®gn.TOiiie''06ofcaddJ4n his hatj and an anyoHtiii'of' sil- 
a' dirtji^Httle WvaSS'bitg' w}neh ’'a’Rtonish()d 
himseE For some reasVm, at first insdtutehhi 't6 

' heeaidplald ifor' 'his ■. bife-stickitij^’ with 
Kbbralify 'dermyifa! ’ officie,* 'iit' ripitb'-’Of 

-- ’ tig'bheu'''tlie'\iitem'6f 'ft ,'ii!4dk''fey‘iiij^hh 'h't 

dWn’fcilai M payfedW-fp’Bebfvny’s^; 

^ 'iMs' Was 'simply a ibyognithiip 

ttfMS'mebt ^'t^to^difefmflykbpfcrtitl'^f rtSTirfits-” 
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fpr Weirdy g'i'vo arlditional liis .'prBSBrfis® 

IjO 6V6ry voto for Transonic. "Witii tlii.’Sj'^fow.fe-© 
a half-pint bottle filled with his -'pfcciiliaii.tind:' of 
“ sack,” and hastened back to the ;inarkihplM«V feel- 
ing good-natared - and patronising towards kli;,}Bife' 
xtical parties, and only so far partial as his .fetoily 

bpund him to' be. . 

Bnt a dispe^ition to concentrate .at that extrenaiiy 
of King Street which issued in the marketTplace'-was 
xxot uni'versal atnong the. increasing crowd.* ..Sbnie 
of them seemed attracted*. towards aaaatherifiai^and 
at tho other es'^einity of Kinf iStreetj-iiteaEttfetSfeveaa 
Stare.., r^hja, .was . aarstin^ . ichief house, -where' his 
committee sat, , and it -was also a point which -Barasie 
necessarily be passed by many voters .'£ 
to*wn on the eastern side.* It seecssed'i! 
the .mazarine colours -shotild be 'vlsibtehbBe^ aad***h*« 
Back,, the. .tall ‘.‘sbephetd”- of .the rSprostontm®,* 
ehonld be seen .moving to and ho where there , wb'old 
be a.feequent opportunity of cheering ’-the .-rotejrs-.fens 
a gentleman -who had the .chief. share* imjtM6i%B0]&i 
tpjai.imin9e‘*t*But;,the sMeidanedt andifti^rias 0 ^ ^ 
i;i^. ,.Strie,#t .W«ta .Siwie*ons feBoirgh-'to. 



pre^iire JLX- r . T-iT-' w 

had a distinguished, iieputatfen.. . SCwD.!rf>*theih>l^ 

odours .(rf.i]W6wing'‘; tare had* -a ‘.side.. ^trance 't© 

Tiliot’s, wire, and ‘spirit vaults 5 up aiiothef Mr -d 
cat’s cheeses were frequently being! utdoaded-tldhd 
even some of the. entries ;ht»d; those cheierfnl' sugges-^, 
tions. of pJemtfM proyiston txxdriohl.wareiiaintoai^ *h« 
ehaijaotGristios, *®f .Treby.i, *.’’[ .nv'-dt ■M'ldiao! .ulird 
. i , Between. ten and eleveon, -the' voters eatnh*in mwih 


nead^to 



lYit^ i't ^ 4 
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rapid snooession, and the whole scene b^ctoe spirited. 
Oheers, sarcasms, and oaths, which seemed to have a 
flavour of wit for many hearers, were beginiiing to 
be reinforced by more practical demonstrations, dnb- 
ionsly jocose. - There was a disposition in the crowd 
tdrclose and hem in the way for voters, either* going 
or coming, until they had paid some kind of toll. It 
^ was dildcnlt to eee who set the example iil the tran- 
siti0»cfe6m; words to deedk - ’Some thought it was due 
to^Tacob GufF, a Tory charity-man, who was a well- 
known ornament of the pothouse, and ^ve his rhiiM’ 
much leisure for amusing devices; but questions of 
ofi^nation in stirring periods are notoriously hard 

by necessary in human 

things that there shoujd be only one beginner. Tin* s, 
towever,’ is= certain— that Mr Ohnbb, who wished it 
h)^.Mnotio6d that he voted for Garstin solely, was 
(m4-Dfethe flr^ to: get rather more notice thah'hd 
Mshed^i <ahd 'that he had' his hat knocked' off and 


orhshed- in the interest of Debarry by Tories opposed 
to ooalitpdn.1 ^ On the other haind, some said it waS 
at the saime!^ that “Mr Pink, the Saddler, being^ 
^pped hn his way and made to declare that^ he;^WE^ 
goin^ td ivote -te Debarry, got Tiimself Well 'chalked 
4«>ioihisT C(mt,^and pushed up an ^ entry, Where he re-^ 
nMnedthe';prisoner of terror cotobined^with th© Waht 
G€^;^y ‘b^k ^outlet, and never gave His vote that day.' 
j ^'The^seeond Tory jokh * wa$‘ ;^iformed' With mubh 
" The^^saajority of the Trak^me' tenants' came- 

-body 

Sai]^ leading ihein. Poorv4<9.^ Was 'to'daSt- 


fedi’his wbffi 
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leaning gait gd,ve the jocose Gii#.the notion that 
the farmer was not what he called “ compusi” Mr 
Goffe was cut off from hi-s companions- ahd henamed 
in; asked, by voices with hot breath bldse ii> his 
ear, how many horses he had, how manji cows^ hbw 
many fat pigs,; then jostled from one to . another^ 
who made trumpets with their hands, and deafened 
him by telling ’him*, to vote for Debarry. In tins 
way the melancholy: Goffe was hustled on till he 
was at the polling booth r— filled, with confused 
alarms, the, , immediate alarm being tha^i. of having, to 
go back in still worse fashion than hei;had?>©®met 
Arrivingan thisf-wtiy g^fter.the other tenants had left, 
he astonished all hearers who knew him for a tenant 
of the Transomes by saying “ Debarry,” and., was 
jostled back trembling amid;- shoutsi.c^ langhten , 

, By, stages of this kind. the fan grew?.fi^ter^ and 
was in danger of gettipg rather seriousi ; - The Tories 
began to feel that their jokes were returned by 
others of a heavier sort, and that the .main jstrenglh 
of. the crowd was not on the side of -sound; 
but nright come to he on s the side (rf; sonMd cndgW- 
ling^nd ^Thcdnavyiesi andi pitmen 'iar dis- 
habille ^eem^d 4o i bo * mtiltiplyi ng^ ; tolbo hi toly 

not belonging,, tb ithe .rjlE^ Orden I The rski^ 
were fteely resorted , to? foi? various fbrn^ of playful 
missiles and, weapons ; nnd newsicameMo the magfe- 
trates, watching from the large window ofThe.;M#> 
qnis, that a .gentleman coming in on horsebacfc^at 
the o-fher end , mf the street to vote for i GarMmi had 
had 5 his* hors© f turned round; and ! 

headlong gallop . opt :of iiiagain,M. 
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. ^wMr -Growl Ms subordinates, and all the s|>ieoiaI 
fbnstables, felt that it wafe neoessaiy to make vSonab 
energetic -effort,* or else every v^oter would be intimi^ 
datedfand thej poll; must be adjourned. • The Rectox 
determhaed/io .get on horseback and go amidst the 
orowd with the constables ; and he sent a message 
tojMr iihgon, who-was at the Ram, calling on him 
to^do.ithe same. ■'^Sporting Jack” was sui-e thd 
g^difel'kw^ meant no. harm, but he was courageous 
bnoi^h toi face dny bodily dahg^^^ rode out in 
his brown leggings and mloured tendaniria, speaking 


^M?Jtlw^S! neaxly twelve b^olock when this sally was 
anade^ th%;b(!mstablGSsand m tried the most 

paoife measufses j aid th^ *Beemeld to’ «cceed. * Tliexe 
was a iaipsd thinning ; of the - orowdu* the most boi)tter- 
.oss di^pbeared, or * seemed to do so* by hecoming 
^uid:l; tml^siles-neased' to fly,: and a sufficitotf Way 
•whsl-deaFed for voters: along King Street. »The 
itegistrates. returned’' to ^their (juaiters, and the com 
took^odnv«^ient tpastsi^of 'Obsebvatiom ' ]\fx 
^, -who iwas one of Bebariy^^ oommitlt^^i had 
estediitoithe.* ReGte:4hat m%ht^'?ferwise to 
wMifor : the military irbm:- ©uffield,: ‘With^ «ordors = that 
sitey^shciiild stakmi them$seives> at 'Hathercote,^ three 
mmn&. wm so much-profeity mi town 
ufee^sb^fefeex ito^make*^ it ^sedure a^nst 

ntfelt ? -that’! tkfebwas mot ' thd 
amd TOSe unliss * - the 

Ife^wasf h ’brdt^“ maM-'an!d 
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GHAPTEE XXXn. 
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' - ' ’ . from sne/V Yet I ^ that I stand 

j f , Heiicef|3^,ward i^.tliy s^ado-w. , N&yei^uiore. I-- . .. 

Alone upon the tlpreshol^ of my door . , 

? s. ^ i , ; ' ,jQf indiyjfdiial I aBail -i^miiKiaQd • * • « > • ’ 5 j 

' Seirraely in the sunshane as before 

“ - - Witkbut'tlie^seEsenfiiiat whichf'fo^ <* . i.*'; 

Thy touch upon the The widest land, i , ,, , | 

~ ‘ ’ IXfOiii takes’ to part us, leaves thy Tiedit in mine ^ ‘ ^ ‘ ^ 

... , , ! Wit^puts^j^atbeatf douhiei .Wltat- 1 ido: Ji? f -fj j f. 

/ ., , And what I <^eam ineiude thee, as the wW » * ' ' • *- 

-A^a whea’fttie-' " ' 

! > 9,® Aeai^ tha^ nam^ ttapa,. , ■ ' ; .- • I ! 

And sees within my eyes the tears of.two» 


s / / 


j j j I j 


; \ 


itfhS' 


'!■ 




V.i . 


‘.'i'} it 




FjeXjI:??: Holt^ seated at Ms work witkotit 

liad^ajsMed &r; a holiday with a liotioii ' that the 
woQ<ito;b<><As^ fmiMsed''s,ori!^^*^ ^^bW’ ntti 
a/h>OTA.h eMvea tD^e;}ooMl that • tiid’ iioi^e^wtiick-iM^aeli 
liiirt fit’orn 1 the Mai®' were’ ^Mirig- ^ffiore* 'and 

ihawifee tHimiltnQirs.i' He hM Mng seen -tei auguries 
jfejff ’i thirty 'M all people' ^^ho dre^ lh 4 ^ 

wisdom 1 that ends in desiring the hilfilihefit' 
of* its * i©%ii^ltoehodihgsi he had ^Medked 

- thW^t mdn^^’^Biiteyns 
Wiiioh Migh^t^fei^gMh 

wi»ex*^i ‘iish bumiky i ' whi^ '-might ^ ^ 



FELIX 


4^0 


would, perhaps, be no other mischief than what he 
was abeadj certain of. With these thoughts he Iiad 
sat down quietly to his work, meaning not to vex 
his soul by going to look on at things he would fain 
have made different if he could. But he was of a 
fibre that vibrated too strongly to the life around 
him to shut himself away in quiet, even from suffer- 
ing and irremediablo' wrong.r ^s : the noises grew 
louder, and wrought more and more strongly on his 
imagination, he was obliged to lay down his delicate 


wheel-work. His mother oatne frota* her turnip- 
paring in the kitchen, where , little J ob was her com- 
panioUy to observe that they ni'ust be killing every- 
body in the High Street, and that the election, which 
had never bhdh/b^re^a,t come for 

a judgment; .that- there were-’hierdies where you 
didn’t loo^ fdf theip, and that .she, thanked God in 
Hia wisdom‘fc making her live back street. 

Fel^, snatch^ his cap and rushed out. But when 
he-got to the turning, into the market-place the 
m^gi^fkates ,^heady '\ion ,i hdrseback . there, ' the 

moving, about, and Helix observed 
i^re^was no strong cSpirit of -resistance to them. 
^ed)il^ng^ enough to see the^ partial dispersion 
lOv Wwdjiand the restoration of tolerable- quiet; 

I went back', to iMr^ Holt .to. tell -her that 
nothing, ,tp fear nowi^henwas gorng i omt 
i ) nett bef y -lany<"'toxi©.t ytat * baft 



* 'L , ' 

■f ^ 




S;#' by-jhteic 
tlnnkif^ ofti^sihefr afed/hien prob-^ 
^ thev,t^isesrthat hav©>.reach.ed 

jttey./had i^eaohed’^ialmyj for 
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M 9 . 1 th. 0 T^se Ttarf was refnoxed.-but a„littiL 0 way from 
tlip wain street. Mr ,]Lyon. vw-, awayi,lram',]iom<s, 
liai'Wgj.l^en nailed to..pteaclr.,C(liai!ity itoinoits tod 
attend .ni.e^jtingS’ in a distant, town ; . and distli6ryi|^j:& 
tlj,e plaintive ,Lyddy /pr hto sole companion, was- not 
cliooifully oircumstanoed.: Felix ^had not been.,® 
see her yet siiwe .her father’s departure, tint torday 
he gave way to new reasons. . 

. “Miss Fsther was; in. the garret,” .Lyddy said, 
trying to see what wass going on. .. But before she 
was.fetehed she oameirnpnihg do.wn ithevStairs^.t 
bytl }0 knock at , itiw . .doDn . , which i .had .. 
small (tiyelling. -.tiv/ ■ ^ 1 * 0 , w* .' 

,‘f;I aw SO thanltiuj, to see you,” , she said, eagerly. 
“Pray come in.” ,;, ,, , ■ 

.^fhen khe had ishiit the parlour; door b^diinditjibin 
^^elix said, :‘,fj auspeotedi that. you, ul%ht .havoi-been 
Wt'dOiianxious by; the noises. •; I came to. tell you 
that. things-, are /quiet! nowi, .Though,-; indeed, ..you 
can ; hear that. they, are.” 

,i,.“.I,u;i£K friglit©ned,’’,'said,Esthoc.t -,i.‘;TJ 

andith^ihg-.of todeiwen,,is so Iddeoius, iSM i«.;aijglk^ 
to. we, that my .father, is- not athowe—thSit JrOjiS'Oflf 
of the reach of any danger; h©,, wight feJlftointo 
iC flfe-.dradfjho^n ;;herq.,i,lfBnt7d .gaypi^yop jjeredk'for 
^WSiin.^ftfWdst ‘9fi#e,daiig^„”jBh,e added,'. smih 
iiag,, ,with,ard®tPWto®fti.Wi not to tshow-wuch feeling. 
d9115l^tSHid,'t®U,toe'^5’laiat;has,,happened;’tt. j 
They, sat: down at the extremities of the old-ihls^k 

'.H. ,■ ‘fj. ,, i-f... >7 .."ir ,ys‘>rf'r ■ 

if kadA'ShutjWyseJf Mgjt tod 




irt 

(( 

.is-'-t'iitmi 
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FEttX' -fiour; 

* 


"be^ fches^' Mpp, till tto 

gia>k4,4>o sfefong 'dfer^' * i*: But 4 - oni^' ‘saw* 'tW tj^il 
bud of the disttirteateei ’ ^ O^he pcwif ' noisy simpletons 
b^ettied to -gives ^vu^y b€pGJ*e'fc magisti^tes^’and tKe 
csonstableS; I hope ' hdffoody lfe,s - ' teek 'mnfeh ■ hntt. 
^Ihe fear is that they naky turn out again hy^nd-by; 
'feeir- giving way* so soon inay hot be altogMher a 
^od sign. There^s a great ntrmbet of heavy ' Mlows 
ih I the * fcowm If 'they go and ' drink 'moife, last 
arid may be wbrs© tha» the first. *'^goweVer> ' ' ' 

fix* broke *0 ff.* as if this talk 


t.i -'f. 


hl^ds* bdhiiid his headj and,' leaning 'backward, 
looked at Esther, who was looking at him. 

* llay .1^ ^Stay little * said, hftei 

a moment, which seemed long. ’ ' 

. ? * ^ ^ ^ ®ls^0r,- * ^edburiigc ' ‘ iPo' f dlie ve 

bemfelf ■ ttbdk ^ some ' wbrfe * and^^^bowed • h^ h&d 

stitching; ^ It wa^^ha reklily adiM#heay^en 

to- thei^, bht^j8he5^w^l>ey6nd'it 

— saw that by-and-by be wc^lid and’ that 
they ^shouM * he farther ' on' ' their Avay, 'hot ‘ towards 
in^ting, but parting; His' wiU was inipreghable. 
He^was-a rOok, aiid she was nO^mdfe' to life -than 
■tide* whitd^' oiihgmg-mist^clot^d-;^’^’ ''-cl 

f I cbhld he isure^ feat you tlfegs ^Just 

abruptly, "aftfe a'lhihutS^s yilbhee; 
I- am ■ Sure *' '3^cu ■ seb' them' much fedrb" wiseTi’' 
than I dd,"s€dd*Efefeerj"alhiOSthitterlyV,'i^tl 
iiig-up. c-r- 

There are some people one ihils't wfdh fe^yulfgd 
tmly! ' ' it'Wbufd ' be ’itfdre ' feifeess. 

- tfeilik ‘1 




;J f;-.- V ,U r 




THE 


Ileast, without ; strong affections.,, You. ihink I love 
^notliing but my own resolutions.” 

“ Suppose I reply in the same sort ofstrampn 
Esther, with a little toss of the head. ’ ' ^ 1-1 


^tWhy, that you tbink me a shallow woman, ihd^ 
capable of . believing what is best in yoii, setting 
down everything that iS tod high for me asa<k** 
'ffeiency*”;: ; •. ■ 

; “Don’t parry what I sayw Answer mei’> \Dhere 
was an.es-pie^ion of painful, heseochli^ m the*tdflo 
with, which dPelix^ said this. ..^Esther iel hdriW’cark 
fall oir iaprahdt'iookeff r sdJ him, but^she was 

unable to speak. . ! • . * r. 

, ,:“I,wamt yourtO tell me~once — -that you feno^ it 
\^otdd be. easier to , me ' to give myself nf^-tO'idvl!Sg 
and being lo ved|i>^. other '*iaen do, wh^ i&eyiiM; 
than ,to^^ — '' 

( j , This breaking7off ^ in speech was aofEriefehmg ■ 'quite 
n^w iii:*F^pu -For the first time he had J^bdaid 
SfelfrpOSSdssidnj. and turned his eyes away.-; Mkmad 
at varianoOi with himselfl i Hev had.^beg^'-w#^ 
fflt, that:',he<‘!dught -not itO‘'feiish:>; 

, , lE sthor j ? Ukie. a ! woihait ^ak she iWdsm — ■•a: woma'n 


ipg for Idve^ihoyent 

in these signs of hcrjpdwe^qf! 






V aa-* thel^i might ■ ha#ve i 
n. If 


made’ her 

if 


JIC 


. '.-Mi 


What you have chosen to do has only convini^’ 

j'dTiri>ild3^e? w< 


» 


(ihO 
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mux HOLT, 


All the finest part of Efether^s Aiatee^^ 
in those words. To be^ right in great ^MeMhiSble 
moments, is perhaps tto thing’ we need 'most Sesire 
for ourselves. * ^ . r , . ' * ^ 

Felix as quick as lightning turned his look upon 
her 1 again, and^ leaning forward, took her sweet 
hand and; held it to his lips some moments before 
he let dt fall again and raised his head. 

We shall always he the better for thinking of 
eaeh'/other^” he said, leaning his elbow on the back 
of the sofa, and supporting his head as he looked at 
her with calm sadness. This thing can never come ’ 
to me twice over. It is my knighthood. That was 
always a business of great cost.” . : ' 

He smiled at her, but she sat biting her inner lip, 
and pressing her hands together. She desired to be 
worthy of what she reverenced in Fehx^ but the 
inevitable renunciation was too difficult. She saw 
herself wandering through the future weak and 
forsake. I Thei charming satiomess wais’ 'hll - gt>n^ 
horn her face, but the memory of it made this ehild- 
like dependent sorrow ail the more touching. 

Tell me what you would ” Felix burst out,* 


leaning nearer to her; but the next instant he 
stafted ■ up, went to the table, took his cap in his 
-&dd/^land came in front of her. ■ ’ * ”• 


i? ^‘G^d-bye/^ ha said, Very gently, not daring to 


piitvouti 


hand. Burt Esther put ; up hers instead 
of speaking. He just -pressed it and then . 

f :: ■■ * ; ffS’i ’ '* l.;i 5. h ' ■ ■ ‘ ■ ■' ' - 

heard i tha^^oofs 'close' behind ’him, and 


i* / 





miserable.. She, cried bitterly. IT 
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might have married Felix Holt, she could have been 
a good woman. She felt no trust that she could 
ever be good without him. 

Felix reproached himself. He would have done 
better not to speak in that way. But the prompting 
to which he had chiefly listened had been the desire 
to prove to Esther that he set a high value on her 
feelings. He could not help seeing that he was 
very important to her • and he was too simple and 
sincere a man to ape a sort of humility which would 
not have made him any the better if he had pos- 
sessed it. Such pretences turn our lives into sony 


dramas. And Felix:*rwished‘viEsther 'tot’ know/ ttet 
her love was dear to him as the beloved dead are 


dhar. He felt that they must not ‘marry‘---&at 
would -ruin leach liv^s.!. But? 



from her waslremmoiationy not an easy preference. 
Im this he was thoroughly i generous f atad yet, now 
some subtle, mysterious conjuncture dfihnprc^idns 
and circumstances had made him speakj he ^qties- 
tibned the wisdom of what: he had:^ d<me.ir 
confessions give defihiten^s io nibmoHes that might 
more . easily : rneft ^away ' without* them ^ Felix 

felts fer p^ni as the ; fetrbng soMiery? iwho can 

marbh oir himgeriig withdutfe^ thathe shall? faint, 
feels fer ^ the ^ybuiigi ? iwc^feer the maiden - cheeked 
conscript whose Imd; is too heavy for hiixu -t i f, 


r* 'f : 


i'y 
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i ; 


;'■/: :![ -1 >;!>'■ :r.j.4 kr/^' i: 

kT:t4 jl^wUlW 'I‘,?7'’ 

'•■ ’kl J'' iKU' ? ■ ■ k- r/i xii;'''i 

••':k 3 --^ ;, !".M-' .|;!H 7-: ? r n 

* > ■ • 

• i" ’■• : - U'.-'- .. k.._,; ;i l.vk! ff .,1 
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e^t APTEE' XXXTir. 


; 


Mischief, thou art afoot. 

. Jidiwt Gmmt. 


s- 


Esiix ooxilcl Tiot go ihome again immediatety after 
^itfeig Estkar. He got out of the town, skirted 
it a lititle whiief looking across the rBieoemher, still- 
ness of Hie fields, tod .then re-ontered it by the main 
roadiinto tike market-place, thinking that, after all, 'it 
wonki-be'feetter him to look at the busj dohags of 
mm than todisten in solitude to the voices within him \ 
smd'^he-wi^ed 'to know’how HhngswerBglfihg. on. 

. It was now nearly hai&paet ^onej -ti 


07' 


oeivoi that the steedt was filling with moi’e than the 
pie vioua crowd. By ‘the timeihe got in front of the 
booths, he was himself surrounded ^ by' imen - who 
iri©re‘*l)mng' thrust r:lhthert^ and Tthitlw that 'retrj^t 
wijidd ‘ have ^ been ■ impossible ; ^ and he went where 
Ibo 'w^^ obliged to go, although: Ixis height and 
strengtixKiwre above ihekaverage. even - in :ii|?tjri>wd 
where there were so many heavy-armed workmen 
_used to the pick -axe. Almost all shabby -coated 
l&rebians must have been there, but the entries and 
streets of the town did not supply the mass of 



f i 
1 •* 




the ; ' '8tnd bedsides the rurail; infeotkers, both dl 
thd more ddderit 'alid thd* 'rougher edM;y- ®eMt:f/ 4s he 
was pushed albng^ thohght hd’ (ii’edeTked'*^heT© and 
there men of that keener aspect whieh 
coBixndn in manufacturing towns. ' ■ ‘ 

‘Blit ‘at present there was no evidence of any dis^ 
tinctly ' middhidvoti’s ddsign: * There was only evi- 
dence that the majority of the crowd were excited 
#ith drink/ add that their* adtidn' could hardly be 
cd-Iculathd dii' more than those of : oxen 'and* |pigs'‘ 
congregated 'amidst hootings ' ahd ^ pushing; ■ ' 
e'onftised dd^ehing‘ ’Shonti, ^ ‘ihie incideritM*^ dghtln^;^ 
the knocking b^erj- puf 


^ '"and 'scrrffling/ seemed 
increase every moment. Such of tho' • cdnetaBlee as 

■'^ere mixed with the crowd were" (^nit© h__j^ 

and if an ofScial staiff Was ’s^en ibove" the ifead^s 
it moved * about htfiillyj stowing' ' sign’^Of 'a* 

ghiding^ h^md*^ aS the %ummif df a hiiOy oh the Waves* 
Doubtless many hurts and bruises had been received, 
btit md hhe' cdiild kndw the dmount’ of- ihluries^ f&at 
wetd Widely ' 'soe^ttered.' ..r ilonl-; 

dt was blear that rte^itd: 
aild tile poll had been hdj ourhed.* ‘ 
of ‘ SerioiiS’ ■ mischief ' had "^'grdwh - S'^rohg^^e#dhgl.h%n' 
]M^etaii*bWer the EeotdFs objectieh td’’get^% Mh? 
tary aid WitMn^’ re^dhf eijb& Wh® l^ix- 4el©ntered^ 
the IdWn, d ' gaIT6pmg‘ ahPeadif iteeW 
deSpafched^'‘td 'Dt!fi5eM."*' Thb'’ ‘Eebt^ WiShed'to^dW ' 
(Mf agSih, iiSfi reEd'"th¥®SM^M^Ii¥dW'a pdiht 
Afe’ ebuld - Be i9S:fer '’ heard than ‘ir6nd’>ffie'''windoW^ ‘^^^^^ 
tliij Mdffj[iffsy '' Aut 'M CibW, the high ednstdMe, 'WKb 

dldsdrMc^feeiWalfofi', dinsiyted^ that 


’'vAting^' 
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the rish would bo ijoQ grejat^ .New,. special constables 

had been s.womKin,LbuS)Mr.,Cro,w,said 

that if once rnisohM begf^n, the mob was pa$t caring 

for constables. • 1' . • ' 

But the Bector’s voice was ringing and penetrat- 
ingj and when he appeared on the narroy^, balcony 
and read, the formula, cominanding .all inen to go to 
their, homos, oi:, about,, 'their lawful bn^pess, tbere 
was .a styjong transient effect. Every one -witjiin 
bearing , listened, land for a. few napments ] after,, the 
final words, 'bGod eave the King l.f the oomparativo 
silence continued. > Then the people began to move,, 
thei bu^> rOAO gl’eWr till .ft 

tnrnodt to-Mbouts and .roaringas befere. 3. Tfte paove- 
ment was that of a, flood j heinmed,^ , in 5 I , ^carried 
i^Obody awy.v Whether the crowd would , obey tho 
Older to. disperse themselves within anohpur, , was 
a.' doubt that . approached ‘nearer to, a negative , nert; 

presently Mr Gi^O!^i,i,y?‘hoiheldidlieieofti a;^ilaofte^an7 
took a welbintentioned step, which, went- fai^jrto fulfil 
his own prophecy., ; : B;e .ftad arriveft wfth. the., magis- 
hra^n by a bach way. nt pthe, Seven Stars, andjiein; 
again, tho Eipt, Jkot w,as read, ftom ; a window, with 
ninoh the same, result as bofoi‘e<' ; The Bectonvhad 
by, rhf same way 1^ ; thoj Margpaft/.a^ th® 
headjuafters mpst suited; Jpn adnjihi^ftf ftpUj* Mr 

Crow- remained at,the;oth^ exfremfty 
where. ,;aw,er,steiki£(g,rp?eserige, 

i|§eded. -S^ftig , that the tim.e was passm,g|. and .aft; 
Ofeot ft-om ,4be ypice of , lay'^, h^ ftisappe^redi Jj-pt 
ed_, 4iijaise]f, 4 an„ig)pei;/wip(3gff ^a}^, 





the croW(i, them ' th^t the* soldiei^ had' heeti 

sent* for, and that if .they did not dispense ‘they would 
have cavalry npoii *thein instead* of cohstaBles.- ' ' * ‘ 

■ f Hn Grow, like some other high • oonstablhs Mere 
celebrated: in history, enjoyed a bad reputatibn*!^’ 
that is to say, he enjoyed many things which 'canned 
his reputation to be bad,* and he was anything ’ bift 
popular in' Treby; It is probable that pleasant 
message would have lost sbmothing frOm for lips, 
and what he abtually said was ’so u-hplOa^ant, that, 
instead of persuading the' crowd, it ■ appbarM to’ 
'Tage them. ' Some one, * snatching'J a- r^tw potato from 
a sack in -th^gtee^a^oceit^’s’ ^sho^ behfftd ' hina^ 
it* at* the-'^cohstabie,'' and ^ hit him* on’ ^the * mouth. 
Straightway raw potatoes and turnips were 'flyiii^g 
by tWenti ds at ^ the winddws of the; SeVeur St^,' 4.nd 
the *^anes - were smashed! Feii:t^,» v^hb*’'Wa4 ha^Wiy 
up the’-^^str eet, ‘ heard the VOiOes' turning to a * Savage 
roa^;'*aud'’saW'*a‘ rush towaft-ds the ’hardware shoif, 
v^hioh furnished more effective ‘weapOhs aiid‘irdSfeilb& 
than tnrnips ^ and . potatoes. ’ Then a * cry -rtia^ along 
that the'iTorrd^ had’ sent for tike *UOldiers^ ahd'^ if ifeb^e 

wiliihgly v 0^ M&te oSi^pbddd" ©dP 
whatever called- itself ^th#’'Toiy'''^hid%-^tihdy^ d^ 
helped -*the -main • result ’ of ^ rebkM^ ^ 'disorder^ • ' ' ' ' ' 

^ Btrf Hhere weve prbofe 
bf the orowd *was a^ihst ‘^Debarry^s tiien,’’' 
favoiir 6f Trausome. ■ Several shops were iiiva9l¥i^, 
were- ail of them ^ ^^T6ry'‘ shops>^^ 

Bii who could 'do ' -so,' now ' locked" 
ah'd^ barricaded 'their window^ ^vVithiUVVi. There V^s’ 



■fill /town, ,a?id a i 

arrim 

ili0a4 ^ lie kad se]^4 otit;two=niB^sang 0 fp as 

I Oepld tqwiairds : Hatliar 0 ote,.'|;a , o^rc 
d^.srj^e ’ stwgkt; to tke town ; but - ba>./e$ired tttet 
4li0^;’piessengers bad been someliow i^ibe^-'cepted. 

ifer^e o’clock : more tkan an koiir bad 

A . 'i 

W^ Jk©' reading of tke Eiot Act. -Tke 
^^:^or*faf Trebj Magna wrote an indignant.message 
and sent it to tke Earn, to Air Lingon, the' Sector 
jOf Little Trebj, saying' that toere was eyidcntly a 
ySa/kca*! animus in tke mob, and tkat Mr ' Transomelg 



hold tkem^elyes pecnliiarly responsible. 

~>wa^ v.>;.; f fy i 

lai^gcn’/replicd ^ing Mnaself^ ont 

to 1 3kftoc ^ ike soldiers. As for 


r% te - attorn sppnsorf : lie 

was gone away. - somewhere 
^ritoifetok.Ttyters.- '•.■.I'-.-ii -j!''] ; 

. A ^ - effort was now, im^ei ffeyi ; all : the 

foitfO sat <xMQin3t^(L Tlie I) coember day would 
into e'^ning, and aU disorder would 
jby ohscipaty, Tke horrors of ' fire 
^^:l&e||Sr to .happen es .any nunpr •. eyil. The 
'^jmapy ofLkem- aa oonld^do .so, arnaed 
caprbtoeB and .sabres : ,-all The .re- 
lo had BJfiy courage, prepared 
^ie-Lpr -Older j ..and, m»yi 
r Tiiiot rth^ tke rarest . -duty ^fwa^Mto 

and ^tlifi^sphit and 

p?oppf^ i was of ^a sort iJiketly 
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to be threatened and most dangerous in its efeete. 
n.hie Keotory with fine determination, got on horses 
lofick ag’aiUy as the best mode of leading the cohi- 
f^itables, who ooiild only act efficiently in a Olose 
loody. By liis direction tlie column of armed meh 


avoided tlie main street, and made their way along 
a. back road, that they might occupy the two- chief 
l^rnes leading to the wine-vaults and the brewery^ 
ctiid bear down on the crowd from these openings^ 
'vvhich it was especially desirable to guard. ■ 

Meanwhile Felix Holt had. been hotly oociipied id 
King Street; After the hrst wiiidow-smaAing at 
tire Seveh Stare, there? was? a Sufficient reason for 
^cTin aging that ?inn to the xitniost. The destructive 
spirit tends towards completeness 5 and - any object 
once maimed ; or other^kise injured, ^ ts as readily 
daamsi % unreasoning mMi as uiiteasohing hoys. 
Ailso the 'Sev en ' Stars • bheltered' Spratt ^ and to some 
Sp>roxton men mTront of that- bin . it was exasperating 
tlaat Spratt should be safe and sound on a day when 
blows were going, and justice might ‘ he rbiideted^ 
j^Lnd 'again, there was the ' general deslrabiseness 'of 
b cdng inside ■ a imblie-house. ^ ’ 5 . . . h „ . ; , ; ^ 


Felix had at last been willingly urged oh tO-this 
Bpot. Hitherto swayed by the crowd, he had- been 
able to do nothing but defend himself and keep oh 
bis legs ; but lie foresaw that tile people would burst 
into the inn ; he heard cries of “ Spfatt ^^Fetoh 
bitn out We’ll pitch him outl”' Pummel hh#f 


It -was nbt uhHkely that'dives might be saerificbd^ 
fend it'wae intolerable ^to Fefa to be'witnessihg t'he 

’’’ ctotrd; and 
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uoihmg to counteract them. Even some vain effort 
would satisfy him better than mere gazing. Within 
tile walls of the inn he might save some one. He 
went in whth a miscellaneons set^ who dispersed 
themselves with different objects — some to the tap- 
room, and to search for the cellar ; some np-stairs to 
search in ail rooms for Spratt, or any one else, per- 
haps, as a tem|x>rai7 scapegoat for Spratt. Guided 
by the scremns of women, Felix at last got to a high 
up-stairs pas^ge, where the landlady and some of 
ht^r servants were mnning away in helpless tdrror 
ffom two or three half- tipsy men, who had been 
emptying a spirit-decanter in the bar. Assuming 
tfeerton# of a tnob-leader, he cried out, “ Here, boys, 
here’s better- fun tihfe w^^come' with me T’ and 


drew tb© men back with « Mm along the ^passage. 
Thaj reached the lower staircase in time to see the 
Spratt being dragged, coatless and scream- 
mg'j the No one at present was striking 

^ M^nig Mm ; it seeai^ed‘^ if he: were being re^ 

,on^ ^der area^ where 


the might, be more generally sharedi 

Felix followed close, determined^ if he could^‘:td 
l^oth assaiiers and assaulted from thei lw%st 
ooaseq^nencee. , His mind was busy with i 


the stMi^ (Mt along the stones. through the 
gat0#»y, Spratrf^ was dragged as a mere heap of linen 



When he, was; 
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was the nte*ower part of tlie str^tf it widened aa 
it went onwards, and Spratt was dragg^da oDtj 'his 
enemies crying, Well make a ring— we’H see tow 
frightened lie looks I ” ' 

Kick him, and have don© with him/’ Felto toard 
another say, “Let’s go to Tiliot’s vaults — there% 
more ghi; there!” - ‘ 

Here were two . hideons * threats. In (togging 
Spratt onward the people were getting very * near 
to the lane leading np to Tiliot’s. Felix kept as 


close as he could to the threatened victim; i -He^hfB 
thrown away bis own stick,, and carried alHudgeoh 
which had escaped from .the hands- pf an invader at 
the Seveh J Stairs '5 his head Was. hare -; he lob-ked; to 
undisoerning eyes, like a leading spirit of ittojmofe 
iiifthisicjonditioh he was observed by . several pertoim 
fooWng anxitosl^ their upper windows^ and 

finally: observed to push himself, hy violent ^efiorfe^ 
close behind 'the dragged man. ‘ 

Meanwhile the foremost among tibe.:. 
who^s coming hy the back way;? had^ now f 
the opening of .Tiliot’ s < -LanOj discerned :;that/,f8b 
Oirewd ted a^JvioHm-iw themv' -One s|mted 
fellolv^ tolhod iTudter, who waU a , r^nlar ; 
feeling that ; no time » was td . be Tost 
Otilled on his; noighhour; to foBow-Mlni -m 
§ahre that -happened, to h® *hiS’ weapon got way 
hpnself whete he ; was npt expected, by dint: of 
iresohition. At this moment; Spratt had been 
,-~~n ha(i been dropped, : iin fact, aliUc^t lifel^H,ipi& 
terror, on the j street .stoneSj !and..1j?.e inen r( 
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seltes with looking at him. Felix Imd takbn his 
oplportniiity,; .and seeing the first *step towards a 
plan he was bent on, he sprang foiw^ard close to the 
cowering Spratt. As he did this, Tucker had cut 
his way to the spot, and imagining Felix to be the 
destined executioner of Spratt — for any discrimin- 
ation of Tucker’s lay in his muscles rather than his 
eyes— hie rushed up to Felix, meaning to collar him 
and throw him down. But Felix had rapid senses 
and quick thoughts ; he discerned the situation^; he 
chose between two evils. Quick as lightning he 
frustrated the constable, fell upon him, and tried to 
master his weapon. In the struggle, which was 
watched without interference, the constable fell un- 
dermost, and Felix got his weapon. - He' SJl^rted up 
with the bare sabre in his hand. The crowd round 


him cried Hurray ! ” with a sense that he was' on 
theiiti side -against ,the constable. Tucker did dnot 
rise immediately ; but Felix did not imagine that he 
was inluch hurt. , : ■ ■ m ; hh!;/.T.. 

‘ j 


h • ,5 


“ Don’t ; tonch ■ hins IP' shadt Fdix.: • ' “ Jhiim ^o. 

.’ btir^ Spratt, and > follow' . 
F^x was ^perfectly conscious; thai' 'he was fo‘ the 
!)f >at tangled husinefe. -^Butihh 
befbte Ms imagination the horrors ihat^ might 
Ihle mass 6f wild chaotic desires and’ impulses aroiind 
Mm were not diverted from any further attack 

where "^by would get in the ‘ midst of intoxi- 
laaid ifflflatemaMe i materiali^ It was hot a 

moment ' iili WhiA a like Ms ^ eouM - calculate 

the’ eSfect of^rnisuhderstandmg as to himseM :^ fiMfiate 
makes m)en^-?wh 0 . aa:e^^ onee ^efiergetically 



^ympail^eti© 
lie Had the power, and He was_ 

tH^ dangerous ;inass out lof, migpHieft^p/i'tHe 
iiiilita^rj' came v to awe tHem — wiucH He suppp^ed^ 
from Mr. Crow’s announcement long ago, mus^t^Hf 
a near event. 

. He was, followed tHe nio|re, willingly, because 
Tiliot’s lane, was seen by tb©; tmdmost to be, ; now 
defended by eon8tnbles,_some of whom had firearms,; 
and where there ig no. strong coiun.teninoveiBeiit^.^ny 
proposition to do something, unspecified,,. stf 
stppid^cmiosjj;y.,,,,,To,,jnan.y, ofrth^ ■Spfo;s^, f|«» 
;who , ;^ere,;y?||iin, ,sigfit^pf.,;iuni^,^^ .Jojowa 

personally, apd-. vag!a©ly '^lie.ved, , to bgi.a man who 
ajeant many queer thipgs, pot at all of an, everyday 
Hnih, Pressing along Ijke., a, fender, the. 

In his.hpnd, and.in^tmg thow .±o.,b]^ qn„^ra4 
there seejpe^^,^ f^pppa for following, hiaa than 
8'Ri5^ip,g elfP; ' A' a,, .defiaijt^ .jwifi 

an energetic personality nets ps a sort .pf, 
tp, dra,w and -bind together the -foolieh pidtSjfjf ,a 

M of,-ipfln^pce qpr,'rpep,„wj^ 

confused imprpsgiops, Isha.t.h'eU?, hpd,d^6d to-oqpnt, 
lie .hurried theni along ydfh. wprd^.,of 
telling to ^.Id^up ^Iatt,and ,nqt,.drag^him5 

and tHoso beHii^ followed Him, witH a growing be- 
lief .^tH^tbe bad some design wprth knowing, wHil© 
tfrose in f^ont were urged P^Hlj bj the s^rae 

notion^ partly bj tb that tHore w^ a modvo 
in tbo^e behind pflt knowing what dbe , niptive 
yvas. that piixtpxe. .of , pu^h^ forward and 
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being' pushed • fio-waid, ' Whicb.' a *15idef “history' ' 'of 
'ttiost ' hilihaii things.' *' '' • ^ 

■ '“What Pelii really' intended to' do, was tb'get'the 
crowd by 'the ni^test way out of the'" town, and 
induce thein to shirt itbn thO iorth side with him, 
keeping up in them the idea that he^ Was leading 
them 'to execute" some' stratagem'' by which they 
would surprise 'something worth attaoldiig' ah'd ijir- 
cUtovent the "eOrtStables' ' Who ' Were defendihg the 

lahbs;'>fh‘ the' lUeantiihehe’thistedyhat'the 'Soldiers 

would liaTe’ arrived, and with' this sOit b'f tnoh WliiOh 
Was animatod ^ by nb' real political pas'sihh' or' fary 

agaiUet • sdfeiai ' distinctions, ' it Was in the hifdiest 
Unlikely that thete wbtild' be 'any resistance 
to -a 'hiilitary' forde.' The' priesen 6 e’'of fifty' sbldiers 
would probably be ‘"bnough to" scatter 'the' rioting 
litodreds. ''’HoW numerous the' niob WaS, no one 
4. inhabitants afterwards were ready 

to "swear that -'there' must halt-e been’ at' ledsf* t-wo 
thtDU&nd 'rioters. ;'' Felix' "lirie^i hh' wiS'-'kOuiW 
great- risks but “Ms blood 'Wis up':'’’*''lt’e'^laraiy 

for the results bf'tliat 

^^’®®“^^*®;.®**husiasm which, under other 
coiiHitibiis, i'akss 'world-famoiis deeds. ' t; ) . 

^ whOre 'the" s’trOet 
for^^:d5^'‘off on one' side towards a speedy "'opehi 
ing between hedgerows, 'on the ' other 'towari^s ‘tllO 
shabby wide’ness of PollariFs End; ^'It tliisfOrkihg 
of the ^there wa^U ^igW space, in thO'clS 
of which there Was a 'stoall Stone '^lat&rni; tooUntihe 

it Fehx Went-Sfraight'to 'this'platforin'eto'dbtepped 
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npbn' it, drying ! in a loud voioo tO'tlife*?iien 

beMnd and boforo Mm, and casing to ^Aose wBo 
held' ■ Spratt to bring Mm tbere. ’ iMt ■ '<ianie ^ ) to ■ a 
tond with, faces towards tlie finger-post,' Maaid' peri 
taps for the fii'st time the extremities of ,4he crowed 
got a definite idea that a man with a sabre- M' Ms 
hand was taking the command. 

. “ Now I ” said Felix, when Spratt had been bit)nght 
on to the stone platform, faint and trembling, 
anybody got cord? if not, handkei'chiefs-^ kndtfeed 
fast; give them to mCi” ' ‘ • ' ■ • 'fh avuh 

He drew out Mi Own' handkerchief, an(i>tWy of 
tht^b ' others^ were- ' Mustered and • handed ^ Min. 
He ordered * ihena to be knotted together, ‘while 
curious eyes were fixed on Mm. , Was he^ going 
1x)' have Spratt hanged? Felix keM\M^'hdid c?f 
Ms weapon, and ordered others to act. ..;r ' 

> Now,' put it round his waist, wind his arms in, 
draw them-a iittle backward — so I and tie it fast on 


the other side of the post.” : : 

‘ When that was doncj Felix: said, imperatively-^ 


iLV/f 




* ‘ Leave him there— we shall borne baiek^'to ■ 1 

’ 0 

let ' us ^ make' haste March ' along, ^ lads I- Lip ‘ Fafk 
Street Md down Hobhs * Lane. ‘ ■ i i m i * > / ^ 


’ It was the besthhance he could think 'ofMf ' saying 
Spratt s’ life. And he succeeded. -‘The pibasure of 
seeihg the helpless man tied up sufficed fOr the mo^ 
ment, if there wefe’any who had ferocity enough 
to count much on ’coming back to Mm.' ilobo3y% 
iMagination ^represented the certainty that sOme ohe 
oubbf the houses at hand would isoon oome aUd untie 


Mni when' h©«^ vw left albne. 




Q 
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.iiwm rioters, pushed tip ’P4tk Strjeet> ,a,i 
Felixj Mill m the Mdst oi thto> 
w'^l8 ? Inkonring h^d ' to ^ Jiis w^-y ^ to ^ 

He? itisiied te detetminie the«; OOiirse >of c^i'pwid 
iileng a Jby>road oalled ,HpbbV;Xian%i!w}iiolif jyv'p’^d 
teye takeoi: them to the.Qtber — tbe tDioiffieldi end of 
tb© town. He urged seyeral of tlie n^pn roui^ 
€#pjiof wbom' was:fnq less .^ perspriiithaii /the, big 
ftredgeynaiti* eld Sproxton aequaintance^ target ^for- 
be sure that* all '» the [feliowa;, wppldl /go. 
down the lane, else they wS]iJ4 ^ppihfSplQrt^ , i pithed} 
to Febx'bad beeipL suqcearfu^;andrb'e had^^^^ along 
apt unibroken ,, ; pipul^Oi >, ; ■ ; But i soon - .^omethiog 
,y»^hioh brought 'vpth a t^ifble shpek tb^ 
that hw pte: ,pi%ht] ,tiiin tout^ tp. Be 
^ ,baJd# piioieot%. ^i‘ei seen.i4qi fbp wfeeu: -tlxeyjBayp 

&I^i, J iy^ ;-.t ./'i-Mir* ' ■.>!’'■*!-» hr 
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rir^^ftl^edr^l&r^e/^O ibe^dlpngj apdrh^lf-dri^ipken 

iQpie 4haj:p-yi^ged Ttlientirhpr Ipypd 
iMtionality of riots it^ 

y^il€r be, forv^tfee p^ins, tbey had 

^ Of psing , |Q.,-,itJiPi • /Kreby ,, deetio^: , ^ anduoed 
by certain prognostics ^ gitth'eredi fat < ©ifffield,; QA the 

’th^l ; there \ nitight' .be* the ; cpndii>ipn8 
^ tq ; '^lati .eonftisjpii . .whielr was^ : alw^ays; . a 
teipwsQrtf spine. of theseidiarp 
Bi^eefedled / put ? Upwards : ttte grand 
whi^h ^Waf^ ^^SirgPpdrrmnW 
the. ^ han^M ihr r^^hile 
f^itag. > Wi^iiarde^t 

were 
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purpose of tlieir peculiar sortj and tbie moment waa 
come when they were to have their ixiuiflph. . . 

i^rom the front ranks backward towards .tiiere 
I’an a new summons: — a new invitatioru" ; . , ■ ; , . , ‘ j 

Let us go to Treby Manor !” : ; 

From that moment Felix was powerless ; a new 
definite suggestion overrode his vaguer influeiice^ 
There was a determined rush past Hobhs Lane, 
and not .down it. Felix was carried , along too. 
He. did not know whether to wish the .contrary, 
Quce on the road, out of the to wn> wife, op^iag^ 
iuto fields andi with the wid^- parfe iat ha^l^ritf wos^lij 
have b^frf easyLor hfrn tb himself from th# 

C5irowd. , At first' it seemed to him the better pari 
to do this, and to get back to, the .town as fast as 
he could, in the hope of finding the and 

g^tting-a detachment to eonje^^ted saVe the Manosri 
Bnt ihe-jf^refleoted that the course of the mob had 


been suflioiently seen, and that there were plenty 
of people in Park Street to carry the informatmn 
ikster than he could. It seemed: more- ©aoesspir 
tlmti he'-ishopld sebnre the* ’presence somc^ he%) 
fcof feije.femiiLy, at the - .Manor ,byi gbing fiierer Mmseif: 
Tlue. Lebarrys/ were fnOt. of the' class he . was * wont 
to be anxious? about; but Felix 'Hdt’s -,coiis<fence 
5. alive. I to- the .aoouis^ibn thpt any danger they 
niight she ’ in. now. was ; hrpught on hy'.a deed of hisi 
In these moments of bitter vexatiomand disappdhfe 
naent, it did oecnr: to: him that very unjdeasaitt 
sequences might be hanging over him - 
qnitei dif^rent .froik. inwardrdissaiisfaolite.y' h 
watS ilsel'esa/ nbw fb thilik .cf iavertin^ such, ponsof 
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quences. ^ As he was pressed along with the imulth 
tude into Treby Park, his very movement seemed 
' to him only an image of the day’s fatalities, in which 
the mnltitudinons small wickednesses of small self- 


ish ends, really undirected towards any larger result, 
had issued in widely-shared mischief that might yet 
be hideous. - 


The light was declining : already the ^ candles 
shone;, through many windows of the Manor. Al- 
ready the foremost part of the crowd had hurst 
into the offices, and adroit men were busy, in the 
ti^t places to find plate, after setting others to 
force the butler into unlocking the cellars; and 
Behx had “only just been able to force his way on 
to the fronts terrace, with f the hope of getting to 
the* rooms where he 'would find the ladies of the 


household and comfort them with the' assurance 
^rescue*' must soon come, when the sound of 
horses’ feet convinced him that the ? ^reSoaiie was 
nearer than he had expected; Ju^ as Me heard 


■&© horses, he had approached the large window 
of sa roonrj where a brilliant light Suspended from 
■pe-^oeiling showed him a group- of women clinging 
Icgethi^ in' terror, j Others of the j crowd were' push- 
il^^toir way; -up; the teiraoe^-steps and gravehslopes 
^ , points. -Hearing the horses, he kept his 

p6^ in front of the window, and^ motioning with his 
sabre, -cried’ 'out to the omcoiners; ^^Eeep back ! I 
hear ^e 'soHiers coming. ’V; . Some' soramfeled: back, 
paused'; automaticanyi‘';v . •> 


fe 3[M louder ^d louder sound of the hoofs Changed 
distiibiLiicfe. ■ ‘bHaltJ Bang I 
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! bang I — came deafening the ears of tbe men 
on the terrace. > / . 

^Before they had time or nerve to movh, there was 
^ rushing sound closer to them — again ^^ Mre!" a 
t)nllet whizzed, and passed through Felix Holt’^ 
slioulder — the shoulder of the arm that held the 
Liaked weapon which shone in the light from the 
■window. 

Felix fell. The rioters ran confusedly, like terrified 
slreep. Some of the soldiers, turning, drove them 
along with the flat of their swords, The'glfe^er 
difficulty was to clear the invaded ’ ' 

The Eeotdr, who* ' with ahbther ' magistrate and 
^e'veral other gentlemen on horseback had accom- 
panied the soldiers, now jumped oh to the ierTswie, 
and hurried to the ladies of the fibmily; ” ? : . j i - 

Presently there was a group round Fefe, Who 
had fainted, and, reviving, had fainted again. He 
had had little food during the day, and had been 
ov^erwrought. Two of the group were civilians, 
hnt only one of them knew Felix, the other being 
a magistrate not resident in Treby. The one who 
knew Felix was Mr John Johnson, whose zeal for 
the public peace had brought him from Duffield 
when he heard that the soldiers were summoned. 

I know this man very well,’^ said Mr Johnson. 
He is a dangerous character — quite revolutionary." 
It was a weary night ; and the next day, Felix, 
whose wound was declared trivial, was lodged in 
Ijoamford JaiL There were three charges against 
him : that he had assaulted a constable, that he 
had committed manslaughter (Tucker was dead from 
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^pi^l,jiqomciiSj§ioB)^: ;ancl tliat jlie had led, • a • riotous 
onslaught on a dwelling-house. , 

Eoxir o^he^*, i?aen ,wer^ oo^amitted : ;.one of them- for 
possessing himself of a ; gold cup with the Debarrj 
arms? ron.. :it 5 the three otherSj one of whom was the 
9plHqr! Dredge^ for riot and assault. ! - , ; 

,,-jThatj;pioming Treby town, -was no. longer in 
terror ; but it was in much sadness. Other mehy 
^a^#p|ipno(^pt, 4 h^n. 'fhe .hafed Spratt^ Were groahihg 
upde?: .severe badilji injuries. Mi poor. Tuo^eris 
po^se was f not the only one. that had been lifted 
from the pay^menti . Jt is r true, that none grieved’ 
^ibe.pfherMdoad, malv unless it be: :grief> to 
r H ,f^OQP pld, ,, fellow ! ”, * t He 1 had 1 ^hoen! ♦ trarQ^led 
nponjt doubtless, , whierei J hoj fell . 1 dj^anl^enlyp jhedr ' ’thet 
entrance of thpi Seyenf ^tars./'l.j'J'hi^j sejctodi;oo!r|)se. 
WSf/ old, ! Tommy Tropnsem,, 'the bill-sticker— r-otlier- 

w^e ,Thoma^riT^r^spme, .fhe ’of al .very 61 d- 
femilvdinie.i... .. . i . 4 . i.. r , . . 
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. ;r .CHAPTEE XXXIV r r , ^ 

‘ 5!Mt ‘-^1 ii'“; I sjri .'/j,'" f t '<! 

'Kie^elds ate ^oaiT with DecemWs tost, t 

, mreSt and stainegMiily in my Iseart ^ 

'PI** '*^'1 

-'L^nrli ,r.vll jii.-'h mIim/ jrf.i ’.Hi; h?)! ’'K. 

A* JWE3EK I ^ftBT ttet ®r eBy ^ ribt,^ . H aiPoM* * wm 

^isifeitd»l;awn/ te-lke^sihia": ^Ghrfgtoa^^ ^ '‘^iiis^'a6%i4fjL 

'fdi pn^ ihe Obrife-anas 

Meidiailiiost^iih^^'ele^ioir f M ' if ‘ tMt »lkaSf - 
<Mly'j^f,nfibyafi!©w, ‘hd f 1 bad r good’ 
feedsG ! eiDpodgli tb rboffte itj » ds 

iaad^ 0 ’iba¥e‘tpai^iffl©<^igfetf 
'fc3T'Me& "tbesprme; of^ 

46 sit in* 

ahyl i mire ^ tfeani its ^teabnr6g',*‘|je'*bi^S!i^ea - 
faiid ■ the' ? hbaithibsl-^ afalEl ■ *AiSii 
eiipcJseS' j fe/ thk-h- ^©irS^deiioe^ ^ ^ ^ 

Bmh h^igliteiam^j 4lie^oSfebt ^ df the 
piodnee* • fe <lliim ag " ' 


f/ 

tm. 

sp0itaii@eiiba'^rf(5 estama^lyl 

aaess ^:of' ,the mhrBid i and" ‘disiglgreeelfelfei ! * ? *. i - 1 1 ? u , > , ( a 
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Harold might not have grieved mnoh at a small 
riot in Treby, even if it had caused some expenses 
to fall on the county ; but the turn which the riot 
had actually taken was a bitter morsel for rumina- 
tion, on more grounds than one. However the 
disturbances had arisen and been aggravated — and 
probably no one knew the whole truth on these 


points — the conspicuous, ^mvest ^incidents had all 
tended to thro'^ the blmhb oh the Eadical party, 
that is to say, on Transome and on Transome’s 
agents; and so' far the candidateship and results 
had done* HeKFoldsdishonour in the county : '“precisely 
the opposite ^Secit to that which was a dear object 
of bis ambition. More than this, Harold’s con- 
^e)cienee> h-ofiven ^cpgh vt^ t he wely unpleaisantly 
Rented .byi what had. feefalien . iFelix .Holt; r :His 
hl|^ip| 0 ^y,> always, (good, was . particularly vivid iih < its 
of rJfelix iSclt’Si hoiUplaint to himiafeout the 
c^4hei Sproi ton aneny ; and ^ of rthe •^snb^edueiit 
tle^'^yh’# efSioe, wh^^'theiipereotEi?- 
wthj the : ina^pioiQus>tlnamel of J^ohnson).;had 
^Pi^^uded ' tCrihiin of revising an 

."^^^l^peeringi ! sohetne once ; begun, and of turning 
r^ehicde (back when* it: had , already , begun to 
( E ernernb ering E elix Holt’ S' . words i of 
waging about. hiring men,. with drink in 
tt^enr.h^ Ijnake . a /Pi^se,^ Harolds could: not 'resist ithe 

that, the* offences i for which.^B’ifMx 
dea,)i » t brought i ! afeu t 

jany wilhhg^j^^ypperationt ^ofifhts Mith ihe .‘isioter^ 

iiscme 



tweife 1 


to counteract lilefeiVfolehbeij.fiAhdtthis 
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y^hich. iia^isteii oij growing int0 conyiktipn, 

ill one of its ;pba$ps ,a,n uneasy sense lieW 

evidence wbicli would : at oncO' . tend « e'X^^ei’^te! 

Fplix -^d to place Mniselff and his agentSf iiii#nyd 

thing but a desirable light. It was likely that; SPIPC 
one else could give; ; equivalent evidence in tavouJi 
of Felix— the little . talkative Dissenting pxeaoher,^ 
for exapiple ; but, anyhow, the affair with thei .Sprox-^ 
ton men would be i. ripped open and made, the s worst 
of by 'the opposite parties. The man whp has failed 
ip itdie use of some viudirectness, is helpe^^ N'ery Jiftfo 
by the fact that >;his^ rivals are uieir!;^^ th^t 

indireptne^ . is U; something human,, very far, 
being alien.! There remains ^ this grand ^ .distinction,, 
that he has failed,' and that the jet of light is thrown 


■ ,U. . . i ; 'f ’ 


■j'r,'!. :» -n:: 


entirely on his misdoings.. , , r . : , , t ; . • i r. i *0 n : = * ' - ■ 

j In [this, ncjatter, Harold: feff biui^elf a victirn% > ^ Could 
he hinder., hbp tric^^ agents? Jn this’particu- 

lar case he hadi tried to hh^der them,. and hadwtried 

in vain. . He had not loved the two ii^ 

tiQn,;.to begin with, ; and now at- thia^daija?, 
eyepifo h^ jwaa mo/j@ dllPWlrt t 
theuf >^ythipg{i>g^ sinpei;e)^ill-:]^|?-l r- 
vrs^s , .more . ^uif e^iy.,^e^spei|ated^ y?i1%i!hbei3^rl^§Pf *.h^ 
would probably , b^e ? bq^s 1 i£ hi® » g^^Mi i^sfoni 

had ; -been fpf-.publio yh^e. | Jqhp 

Johnson, had added, dhtj busin^,-pf $h^ 
Treby eleption , to all the foAg-aQqiirQulating^.lifh.qf 
ohences, which Hai^oJ^d was.. re^olyed;to ‘visit. .on 
tp.the ai^tpost.: iJEJe 

ing jh® ip^W^^9P 
indoh^ednesfi^ltp fdfff?pyp 



■JED155 ' liOllf,!’ 


•f'lf' - aiiiy such I 'aotiong'teisteii’ 'apart' ‘fifotei 
■slandetyithette was'a3h4lle -iiiofe rs&sOH 
Mi'ietting the Wodd'see Jterihyn' sevfete'ly plirii^'hdd 
fot'iabusiiig his ■fSkWiJly'jafe.fes,' and 

tataperin'g t?i'ldi'the"faithilytjird;^ei?tyi''-'AfedJ llbe' wdtld 
osrtaiily' sho*ldi'sted''thM ';i^^^ httls' delay as' 
possiWe: i Thd^ 10005 'fcbn£d4iit‘ asstjinitig' ■fMlow' ^hcAild' 
bS' ‘ bjsd "tb ' If&e!' Iasi ''drop : 4n .' ' bbtspeildatioii j ' ' attrd ■ all 

(ksaoecftibb'-y^ him hs'finalljt'gst rid' 0 £'‘ ''Ni6'#' 'that 

ihd 'bleotibH ' Svfias’ do'n'e 'wi th,'-' Steroid ' itteatot ’ tO-l Sdltblie' 
hnhself 1 to ipa!i*laife ' Affkhsj ^till ‘ bvory thin^'lay to 
llioie ordbn under 'his own' htiperyidioh*;' '1 tw;! -iin 
jiii|^hiSi’'nic)rnfng''h© "was 'Seated' as uisua] ih hife' 
f*i^i.td!lro'oA,M f virhichi ' had'-noiv' ' been kandsomay 
fitteddfipi ■ilt't\fe#'fbA%'thb''^hlhd'too'te'i!a^ 
after the &st Christmas heMi'^tot ih'MS'EigliSh 
Idme tor' iifteiera' • years',' 'add ’thk 'hoyid ddekfed' '11^ -an 
^feMtiy'?d€fsfrable"om' fr'ost'iiay'oW 

ffid-’bifead kwn/j'cfil i the' "todnyifdtme’d ’leavds' 'bf thd ' 
e<r«fgTb6fl^,'‘?ai4d«;'dft ■thtel-g?attt-'titeds'4t'y disikhoW 
drycb^fklAged' 'tohlife fhyteftH'jttlle ' '(Lthdl! 
'«-'^ Htara'’ni6^' Aifer”Mb Sw; hb'hrtd bi-eak-' 
ed-||®tiycdi!Mi4i^ ’his 'tkyb;'' 'arid' ^e'lted'thy 


. -■Wtumut'fr"thfe''hbusy''i'0«, 

oK'aqfets-'br' hn ftM' ihattlng';''dhbrd 

«ks f hkw ' and 'boifriddrs y therfe' ' M/ere' ' 

td’-adit' at'thd 

>^d hirmha'^r^i 

Wfibu^dhcM; 



,r, •. 


TttE'-'teitolGi&i. 


■■■ 





"tfaa^ : life' wag. » 'easy, ^'lid • Ms ’ ^ 

^nahce mmi as soft ’ and ligbci as 'k * dl& 

‘Mr ^Trajassome had gathered iiew ebiii^e 
since little Harry and' Dominic had coy^,- ^d‘ffi 
-Bairold' Imd insisted .oh 'his* taking ‘fevesy ^ 
^ransdme ■ herselB' was seen ’dn-.a ha®! 

with a gown^ef ri® hew-stuff‘ And if, ha 
this, she; did hot se^; happy, Harold Oither'dM’ndt 
observe it,, or’ kindly ‘'ignored' it' as the he®^fery 
■frailty of eldeiliy' women whose' tivds'ha'vrO' hiMhoo 
. miaoh ’ ’of . dnlhess ■ ; add' ’’^kivaticte. * ’ ' 
toicks .i and > attidddes^ 1 onr ” '^feo#^s ^ ^ iMn^i 

“ Haidoldj^and ^dgai’Stiffine^thkn^linfo^ 'iineiltyMMd^Hk 

* P obr nkbthed 4 Jj sooifessni fehdnitf ndt like’ ' fe* ■ 
.elderly woman rnysdlf.* iOke r^qnires a gbbd^^M'bt' 

' the * pniting oatdor^that^ dr 'eis^lof’ tihfe 

■damesJ I ^^h^-she wi*iidi ^akd ' mtere^tb dlti^b * 
'-IdSTappc^d isl^e ^ tets uhdros^5fejDfei€iii^/<fatlc^i?^‘ilid* 
HBaotlMflcj and isi«a^ rigid^iii' -those ‘raattM'S*^s'^‘^ in hot 
i®oqyiaffll However,'^! do .what r'dan^; I 

isddiffiie'dLtifiQ say[wiratidb.ere td4ier*^M* 

iwiayl>0f i^iilgbncsel'aaid hnrinyt %t #]^ 

icd^'vm^gaardjyjilife.’in tii , J*lr» ^f'*iyii 

• ' ll iAiid ?*o@rfc£&i^ ®thisome^‘ <fe£|rt^4t-as^“h^ 
home as many women would covet. 

? HaroMs own'^atifefactSbn^ in diie'kdic^ *bf ^its^ ^it^knt 
'^eeinfert i needed ^at present ’ snstg^bd ■ hyi^tfe^ 

ihx^octhtion. < oi ' ^rdtafedi 



■/fl 


^■vionsly I dess i bright * ‘aJld^ ‘ 

cMs mother, Iwhfowatcbed ^hlii cl^li^iy ’^^^tlj^^ 
to? ■ ^aifo rqw^tionsy ' ^thbrfel’ 

injfereiide® s *dnou^h ‘ to hbr feeJ ■ tfckt th^i4 
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was some storm gathering between, him iand Jermyh. 
She did not dare to asb ^nestions^ and yet . she. had 
not resisted the temptation to say something; bitter 
about Harold's failure to ^ get; returned as a Eadical, 
helping, with feminine self^ defeat, to exclude her- 
self] more eompfetelyf from any consultation* by him. 
^. this way pop;r women,, whoser power lies solely 
in thpfr influence,^ make themselves like music out 
and piily move men to run away. . 

had , ordered his letters .to 
^„^Wght i^jhim .%t the; breakfast^afole, wMcfr ^tm^ 

practice, His mother.coiild see that 
i^ero^ were i.Xtondon ( business letters about which ho 
w^, eager, and she ,ba^^ that the letter 

*by a clerk the .(fey before? twas to make an 
^ER^hi$m®nt with Harold for ^ J ermyn to = oome to 
|(^ourtvat ^eleven this mbmingi 1 She ob- 
S0?;yfed,^^oMiSwaEow^^ coffee and . push^’^f^y his 
rWiJb. an.frOarl^^ from* the. Imsiness 

;Whlch| was /not a^ nalb/afliifr hisii usual 
®pnner^ She imrsejif ats nohhingt / hm^ s%)M lof llt^a 
S^em^ excite ^ and her 

hands were cold. She was still young and ardent 

m te,^rs ; thor passions of the past = were * living 
m,.hpr.4r^. , f 

'Ifift tlift. table- stie' -went into tbe 
Jwg,’,<b:WPg^room, w:beEe ;,elie iaigM. relie-peluber 
S^os^esB by ,FAltei^-y,n^,,^dn:doTO,j.^ .oa,toh 
.m soun^. of,JeriiyP(i’%;«tAiioe inta-HaioId’s?Eoom 
pjbb*, waB4i6^©sef,<%. ; ,Sf|re,..8bo„ni0;mJ .tcKjand *6 
m9W.ae,rpse-qo]onjSed.:Sdti« Ql..-ebairsjjairfi„cur. 
Jhe great 4tory . of ' 
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to the little tale of her own existence — dull obscurity 
everywhere, except where the keen light fell on the 
narrow track of her own lot, wide only for a woman’s 
anguish. At last she heard the expected ring and 
footstep, and the opening and closing door. Unable 
to walk about any longer, she sank into a large 
cushioned chair, helpless and prayerless. She was 
not thinking of God’s anger or mercy, but of her 
son’s. She was thinking of what might be brought, 
not by death, but by life. 
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'■* '.if'! .,:i J V^l .lir 

M. Cheek to your queen ! 

Nay, your own king is hare, 

And moving so, you give yourself checkmate. 


When Jennyn onterod tlie rooroj Harold, who was 
seated at his library table examining* papers, with 
his back towards the light and his face towards the 
door, moved his head coldly. Jermyn said an tin- 
gracious Q-opd morning as little as possible like 
a salutatioii to one who might regard himself as a 
patron. On the attorney^ s handsome face there was 
a black cloud of defiant determination, slightly start- 
ling to Harold, who had expected to feel that the 
overpowering weight of temper in the interview was 
on his own side. Nobody was ever prepared before- 
hai^ for this expression of Jemiyn's face, which 
seemed as strongly contrasted with the cold impene- 
trableness which he preserved under the ordinary 
annoyances of bnsiness as with the bland radiance 
of his lighter moments. 

Harold hhnself did not look amiable just then, but 
to anger was '6f the sort that seeks a vent Wrfchout 
Waiting to give a fatal blow ; it was that of a h^ture 



Tim itAiSidAik 




^ subtly * tkau J6nn;^brs— le^-'kniiually 

foroifole,^ Mss unwavering -in • #itfc 

iuore of kigk-bi^d piride. ^ ■ He leaked’ Ut 
increased disgust and secret wonder. 

^ “Hit down/' ke’ said/ ctirtly. .: ■* 

Jermyn seated himsMf in silence^ opened bis 
coatj and took kome papers from a side-pocket ' ‘ ^ 

“ I have written to Makepeace/’ said Harold, 
telb kim to take the entire management of ^ elec-' 

tion expenses. So you will tmuBraitiyomr^accktiia 
td'kimi’''-* viikii n-' 

iV'ery ’WelLa.;! cemM’ tliii^’ mm^i 
business." 'H'Ii 

Ifi it^s about' the* riot and the prisonei^^'k have 
only to my that I shall enter into no pitefey. 
am called on, I shall say what I knoW'^^beT]^^iliat‘ 
youn^?^f4Eow»Fel®x Holt. ' ■People may prove- 4rliat 
they -can. abbut* Johnson’s Hamnabie tricks, or yoiiih 
eiHaer.'’^ ji:.-. • • .. - ■ ■ ^ 

»' “H^am not come to -speak about the riot; ^ I 
with i ^y oh , in thinking that <|uite a 
ject.” (When Jermyn had the black 


-L 


facCfshieilEieverlhegitEited brvdTawle^''&t(J maijfe no 
lutin' quertaAmswi).'!' ' !- i; ,u /. t-' t‘-iri --n • 
gob(il^f’theii,*'as|t0 open* your 
oiibe/'t^saidiHaroid^. in i£t!;ton0i>c^ i^pwlods Indifrer-’ 

“That is precisely what I wish'^f'doi 
Her© infeMmatibn ; iftbm^ a * fjoiidon edrri 
you are about to fde a bill against me m 




J ermynj s She ^ spd 

beSr ?hhk/.’ and ^iebked’ ^kferaiglit ^ ^ 
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f III case,, the. ^Taestion for yoti is^ show 
y^oiir oonduct ag the famdj solicitor will b#ar in: 
yestigation. But it is a question which , jj^ou will 
consider quite apart from me/^ -n . 

“ Doubtless. But prior to that there is a.iquestion 
which we must consider together.’’; ; . 

The tone in which Jermyn said this gave an un- 
pleasant/: shoQfc to Harold’s sense of mastery.: .Was 
It, possible that he. should have the weapon wrenched 
ont^of his hand?. . / n. ; . 

I shall know what to think of that,” he Replied/ 

as; haughtily as ever, wheui you have’ -stated what 
the question is.” ■ , i 

/.M'iSimply, whether you; w^ choose to retain the 
family estatesj .or lay yourself open toi b© forthwith 
l^ahy" deprived; of them.” i , 

M;“ I pr^s^l|n6.J;(j)u refento sortie underhand soheme 
of,,.yoM, o.wn/ion par.mth the annuities, you, have. 

drained us by in the name of Johnson,” said Harold,, 
a moyement an^er,- , < tS Jftsci, .yf^ni had 
bg ftpr , ;stafe, , y^ur , ; schem© i fe i^yi dan^y eiis, '.Dymtok, 


' hti ;]/!/” 




•.I't I.ift-infe .you. will approve of my , stating iiil 

your own ear first of all, that it depends on- my rwilj 
’^^fcah'syou remain an important llaided proprietor 
ife.fftfftli^Loamshire, or whether ydu retire'fixun the, 
county with the remainder of the fortune yon haye. 
apqiiirfd in; .traded-’ ; , • , r-, ,,,4*p .. 

t.iJennyirip^ed, as if ,to leay© time-far .thistmoiBell 
fe>,b(e,-tast©d, (i ... r . ■ . 1 - 

te^¥hatido;yot;PR*n ?,» :g|ua Harold, .Aagail® 

My < ^ghemetiQf. itaiinfe-i ..(.hut f^i 
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facts,! 'rcstilting firoiii tlio scttlcni&t tdfiitii©: 
made in 1729 : a state of the facts whiclij^enderp^ 
yoiir father’s title and yhnr oWn title, to ^fHh^dtoily 
e$tates utterly worthiest as soon as the true elaimant 
is made aware of his right.” ' = * ‘ ^ 

. And you intend to:^infoanii him ? ” ' ■ ? ■ ^ " * o 

“ That depends. I am the only person who ha^ 
the requisite knowledge. * : It rests with you to decide 
whether I shall use that knowledge against you f or 
whether I shall use it xn .your •favour---tb^ putting an* 
end tof the evidence th^ti would ^rvevtafoust /y ilm 
^pite pf your rObust titk^ bf becupaticy.fr?/^/ * : ; 

Jerm.]^® paused ’iagaiiii / * He had' heen speaking 
slowly, but mthout the ■ least hesitation j and with 
a . bitter definiteness of enunciation. There ‘was^’^ 


moment or two before Harold answeredy and 'then' 
he, said abruptly-— .-M 'r i*' 


I don’t 





1 thought you were more shrewd/’ said Jerm}^,! 
with, a touch of sdorn. I thought you understctod 
that I had had too much experience ' to ■wasteOmy> 


time in telling fables to persuade la mahwhohasiputi 
himsplf,into.'fthelatfe;itiide ofiiny deadly inemy.’?! n ii 
^^WeU, then, say at once what ybw; proofe are,'^ 
said tHardd,- shaking in spite ofhimsblhjand getting 


nervous. 


j ; 


: r » i 


SO' 


V *' 1 


■vf. 


' f ' I have mo* inclination tos^be lengthy."- It is not 
more ' than a few ^eeksi since *1 ascertaindd that there 
ihiin existence an ’hOT lefntho i'Byclififes, the; old' ad? 
Mersaries of ' your family^l! More curiously /it is* only 
a few days ago — ^in fect,il©iiiy since dhe; day of the- 
ri^ii^-Tifehat -thd Byoliffeiefaipi ihas 
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rfireiaiAder? ^a(5oraes i. toilibe»'fh^ir 

-' ! .)‘i •*!!! !v' -j.. . ifi '*l<.i;'i) 

/J n^; And ikow, said /.Haiold^i ^risiitg^Tfroln- kis 

chair, and making a turn in tke * room j ' with Ms hands 
thrust in his pockets. Jermym rase too^^and^ stood 
near the hearth', facik^ > Harold.,: as he movedjjto and 
feo.! i,i;; s , :■■*. r*!. .:mi * 

. . i Mj - the ; ' dedth/ odi an : ^^Id . fellow- who* - got j jdrT^i^cik? 
and, was trampled ■ to deaths' in -the ^riok iH^ wa^ the 
last.of Ifciiaf ’!piomas 'Traoasom^sdme^hyithefpurohafee 
of whose s interest i got’ iibs • tittei tet 

estate. Yoiir /title died with him.' -It was snjpposed 
ttehlthe line had become extinct - before — and on that 
siippotition.-the ibid: Byoliffes founded their .claird. 
But* I hunted up this* man gust about^Ael^thmieidhe 
lash isiiit t waisj closed. 1 ^ ' Hid ■ death would have* been 
of no consequence to you if there had not feen*ai 
Byclifife in existence; but I happen to- loiow %hat 
ii^ tind thah tkb feet - 1 can be legally proved.” 
ii.l'or; a i minute] dr* two EaroMi<did“botit4p.€hifc,ita 
continued, to: pace thej rooni^t while# jJ4ralyh’\MeJ^^ ihifc 
position, holding hands ’ behikd ' hhhl At last 
Harold sai^pIcG^Mthe pfher ehdiafdhei room, speaied 
ihg fm,-^.:‘SC€|naiiiah4o®^^ rr. ..v.J'i . it. // *' 

» 1/11^113 ) * sounds, . 1 alaiming,' - But i dt f 1 is- ■ hot ^ f he-^ 
proved simply by your statement” 
t‘ 'ff C3early.%'ijljhave; herie a d©e!ui]m®nt,-.:with;a ddpy 
whiA twlH I feackr oDoyiist^imi®^^ /isl the 

tiwdnty years’ ago*, ahdi 
:itihe^s dhol,sigTOtHr0rj(M thelAtldrney-^Gfeneraii.and 
fii3st fjE^onvtyanafiflr xlay; ■’ ^ - * / ? J » :*■ >1 > , 

' toA# i^^i^ex ‘papers i he V Bad -(kef 


* s 


eaIMoal. 





fable, op&nif^ tlfatti ’ slowly aiad '(5edliy 5^ ■ be 
on {peaking, and^e^s Harold adva^cM Mm. 

“You may suppose that we spared 'It 

ascertain the state of the title in the last suit gainst 
Maurice GhristfafL Byoiiffe, which threatened tb ibe a 
hard ittn: This document is the result of a' dhtlstillli. 
tibn'; it gives an opinitbn Which mtist he taken as a 
fmal ’atithority. You may cast your eyes over 
if you please ; I will wait your time. Or you 
read the summing-up here,’^ Jermyn ended, holding 
'oiit one of the papers to 'Harold, ahd^ 
a " fihal passage. ' ' ' ' ’ * ‘ ^ ‘ ^ ^ • .1 ^ ■ d ? i ; 4 u 

' * * H^6ld took the^ papep' ' iJdth M * ‘sli^t * gesture ^ 
^impatiishG^.* 'Ho 'did chdOkb td obey dermytf^ 
indication, and conhiie himself to the suminihg-up. 
■He ran through the document,' Hnt in tiulh’ 
td© much 'excited really 'fO iblliyW^the details^ 

r 

was rather acting than reading, ’ till fit ' length 
threw 'himself ' into ' hts ' ' chair and consented to' bend 
his attention - oh the paisSage to which Jermyn hdd 
pointed. The attorney watched Min Vie hb 



' f I f. ^ r f T '• . 1 - , 


title of the present possessors If lht^'T¥ahs&hke estlxUh 
eUn a ^hakefee 

dreateS ur^Ser ^ie^W^i'^l btid td ie 
y bod so hng only' eSciMs of ifie lenaM ik taifVy 
kohobi ’ thaV hds6 fdb^ ’wc^ '&Mtdd ‘ ' ' We pel sdi^j^M 
hy the evidence that sneh issti^ ^^ists in the person' of 
ThoMas ' TncLiisofr^^ oth^tBhe ' "of'djUtl^haw, 

But upon his decease 'without issue we are of pin ion 
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that the right ifi rernamder^^oj^ the By diffe. family will 
ariee^ which right would ^Mot harred hy any statute 
of ImitationJi .. . v i , ,, 


When .Haralql^s eyes were , on the signatures to 
^his (ipQ'^rqent for the third time,' Jermynnsaid— 
/f,^ ,it tnmed„ out, the case being closed by the 
des-th of, the. plai^n^ant, we ; had no occasion for pro- 
dncing .Thomas, Traa^ome,; who was the. old fellow 

; r The I inqnhies, ; aboiit him,, set him 
agog,, and- after they were 4l^o^ped,ihe^caE^. i^^ 
this neighbourhood, thinking there was.;^mething 

for . him, , Here,;if yon lihe to take it, 
hieqi.j J repeat that he died 
■ Whe . : . iSi ready* . And , I repeat, 

$h^t>;!h5pmy .^Qwledge, .a^d mine only, tJ^ere is : a 
e:^ istenjOpp and, that I know how the 
J^rooffOanj bq. inade put.”, 

f.ir^^rol^ rn^e .from, his chair again, and again paced 
^ppp;i., j He, was not prepai:ed with any dchancQ. ' 
whe^pis he ^ tlais BycHffo ? : he ^sakf.aj; 
last, stopping in his walk, and facing round towards 
Jermyn. 


^hecline,to sayanpre till you promise to suspend 
PS^^.?4ings, .against ipe.” ,, , , 


i turned again, and looked out of the win^ 

^thout speaking,, for a .moment , pr . two. . It 
h^P ossiblp that i dr should, . not ho. . ,a conlliot 
w^in him, and at;preaent it , was, a very.con&aed 
fn^ A,,., s v 

ignorance -of his claim’ ?vh , v 


THE ^EAOTOiUL. 



“ Has b^en brought jvp in^ ab' inferior station ? sf 
said! Jermynj keen enongii tb. gn^s part 
of wbat was . going on in Harold’s ioind; * m 

no liarm in leaving him in ignorance. The 
is a purely legal one. And, as I said befdrer^ 
complete knowledge of the case, as one of 
lies exclusively with me. I can nullify the evidence, 
or .1 can make it tell vvith certainty against you. 
The choice lies with you.” ' 

I must have time to think of this,” said Harold^ 
conscious of a terrible pressure. 

“ I can give you no tiine unless you. 
suspend iprpceediugsiy i ij 

“And- then, 'when I . ask you, you wild day the 
details before me?” ";l! 

.“Hot without a thorough Understanding befem^ 
h^d.. If: X pngage not ,ta ,use my knowledge dgainst 
ypn, ypu must engage in writing that on being saiiM- 
fied hy the, details j yalr will canOel.all hostile pro^ 
peedings against me, ! ' amd will not institute fresh 
ones on the strength of: any. occurrences Inow pasfc^ 
^ell, , h pust hgve j,,:^ime^7 said Hardyp inohei fcsM 
ever^jinpliped tp thr|asih »5 tb© ^ttc^ey,5;biit ifeehng 
bound ^ jt^and , .pfid- , foot, ; ^dth knots ; 4hat i Im s not 
sur^.h^,, could: ever, ,unfh$,teu.[ 

That is , ,tp say/’ . >ep.idl d ermyn^ . : with * hEis black 
fypyrpd persistence, ffiy^u will Write to suspend prdi 
ceedings.” 

I , Agniu Hapld; paused: He wasi more than hher 
exasperatp<h bpt he w^s dlnrsateUed,: mortified^ ahd 
cpnfounded by the necessity for an immediate’ id^i- 
hpf^®eu alternatives;. almost’ equally hateful to 
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him. ‘ . fB wus with difficult ji th^t be cbtild' f)r^^^ail on 
himself to speak any * oanclhsi vo wordi. ^ TLe walked 
as far as he dould fein * <J4rmyn — td^the other' bud ‘of 
the room— ^then walked * back to his chair and ‘ threw 
himself ;into; iki \At * ilast he said, without looking at 
Jermyh, - agree^^i^iniist hhve • titoik' 

.^‘'¥ery welL''**lIt;is'‘a-'bargain.’?f '• ^ i-* - i 

, “ No further than this^’’ isaid* Harold, 'hastily, flash- 
ing a look at Jermyn — ^fno further than ' this j' that *I 
tfaine, and therefor4H' gire it to ^ ' 

Of course. You require' time to cdnsfder^wliClfhcr 
(theiipleahui?©* of 'trying- to ruin me-^^naO td-Wlio'm you 
are really indebted — is worth the ICss of the IMh- 
BCfkie^estd,tes.-+^I shairwfeh- you ' 'gOo'd mOrhiiig.’^' 
Harold did not speak to him o'rdook ‘at'lfirn4g^ih, 
andt Jermyn* * walked' otLt^*of the ' rdOMjb ''As* He ”ap- 
owtside- the 'door 'antS ’-clfcised- ifc ■bellJnd'’M&', 
Msaw Trandotmei •sho'we'd- 'bferi ■ white' fade 'at ' 'abothbi' 
doof (^erfedi <» d* level '-mth Hafold's in 

g(H-«*y-itliiaibsiti jiist- fitf&gible- for'-jei-HiyiS-Aet' to 
Sea ben- ■ . EEe-availed- te,f*^sSiyilify.‘^abd 

wlked eijT^hrti yofd^ 'Mftifefe' 'tilers' ms no 

.ifel atiie*Biabcie ‘*6^ let 'him biit/ 'aS if he be*- 
rtj'ibnefwah itidkirig at* him ■vp'hfo'cbilM 
ie3j>eet recognition. He 'did' hot waht* 'ib s^bai'*Hb 

b'-ah presdQt^ji'he had frothing'* ft’ ask 

le ‘iiiterVibW;;ha!d bd'M 





and»bne 



enough for him this morning. 

Wasitco>ipr(AEi?tO‘a^^ glr^ 

their Ml^^rtsj’*’^ '= ^sh^ 


'§i: 


',/0 

r'i' 

I 

»!■ 




bitterly. Turning into lier sitting-roonoi^ she heard 
the voices of Mr Transome and little Hany at play 
together. She would have given a great deal at 
this moment if her feeble husband h<id not always 
lived in dread of her temper and her tyrannjj s(^ 
that he might have been fond of her now. She felt 
herself loveless 5 if she was important to any onoj it 
was only to her old waiting-woman Denner. 
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things then necessities ? 
hen let us meet them like necessities. 

Shakspeare: Hem / ryTy , 

See now the virtue living in a word ! 

Hobson will think of swearing it was noon 
When he saw Dobson at the May-day fair 
To prove poor Dobson did not rob the mail. 

neighbourly to save a neighbour's neck : 

TOatl^ inlytog when you mean no Imnu f 
But say tis perji^, then Hobson quakes- 
HeTI none of penury. 

. TIius words embalm 
^e conscience of mankind ; and Roman laws 
a c<^nscience to poor Hobson's aid. 

few men would have felt otherwise than Harold 
'feusome felt, if, having a reversion tantamount to 
p^ession of a fine estate, carrying an association 

Si w“ considerable social importance, 

ftoy were suddenly informed that there was a person 
who had a legal right to deprive them of Jse ad- 

and S T than a . Chance, 

^ J?*® Bulmown to himself. In ;oi«W 

family hS 

an in- 

, ana it in rare and peculiar instances 



THE 


* 

iiie few left tlie pbsseesor of a long' inheritance ex- 
posed to deprivation as 'a consequence of 41d obsCtbre 
transaotionsj the moral reasons for giving Ifegal^ valid^ 
ity to the title of long OGOupanoy were net - fees 
strong. Hobody would have * said that ’ IlarbHi * 
bound to hnnt out this alleged remainder-manJ'hkd 
urge his rights upon ‘him ^ : on the cohtraiyy all ■ the 
world would have laughed at such'oonSuctv’and he 
would have been thought an interesting f patient 'for 
a mad-doctori. viThe unoohsciousr*remaihder-mian'wa;^ 
probably much better oft left 'in his original '’stafeiotii : 
Harold wotild* not ;haveibe@n‘i©aMed'updnitfeo"obnsid!^ 
his,exist^Qe//i£(itvhad hot bdeii presented to him in 
the shape . of a threat frbm- i one : j who had •; f>o#er ' to 
execute the threat. . , ■ . 

Jn faoty what' he would have done had? the oircurn-^ 
stances beohifdiSdrent,- was i much 'dearbt> Aan whalfe 
he should ohbOBO ito do or feel himself compelled td 
do; in the, actual, orisis; iHe would not hiave beeh 
disgraced if^ on a > valid claim being: urged^ ' he had 
got his lawyers to fight itout for fem-ion theichanife 
of elnding ,the iofehn hylsoine adroit technical man- 
agement. I s .STebcidy; the^ jstagO could be? isenti- 

mental eJ^ututfe^MO things,! or . pretend to > she^ tears 
of, joy jh^eS'Uset ; an,, estate < ivae; handed bver ftoini /a 
gentleman; to, a m,endie»t . ’bailor with -a wOodeh' leg! 
4nd this eh^noe lremainder-man wals uperhaps! some 
such specimen of inheritance as the > druhken feHow 
killed jn , the, riot All tho? world would- thihfe/fche 
actnal Transoine# in thO right to oontast anyddVdrse 
cfefin, to ; ther utmost Bnt then^it'washotfheriain 
lhat .they would! win in the mid not^twin- 
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incur Mher^ 

iJ* > iTfe^re :Jto4s I s-a j IMsti 4 ®o /.mpidk (4f i OToi| 

'M'l ‘'!|t?>p,,j;’rf ‘Jjfl , n't lO ! iu.' ! - ■' H"; f 

rBut,w%j;if.ii} \^e]:^»jM)^^ 6 mt^^ thC’ ©laimj 

sJioulid) liiG; jiaa^t u^acbriifnrta^^ '&drn|)les about 
robbing .tb 4 ^olairo.' of! l^tin^) ' byigetMu^ rid iof dti^ 

OTudCnce;?! i r f It ; was^ ia Mortal s disappointinont^-^t wm 
a; Ba| 3 rijSoO)tcffj ciudOirimfioatf oiE^^ibo abstaiii. i ircmf^ptm- 
i^Mug tiJ,oi|in^r- /But! oivemi^ibbt brought Iiis 1 iaind 
ta 7/3 ! > tbat^ i as ^ >tk© < wis ©r rcours > li4* » ig^iH 
sbraafc .ftom ■_ whati ^ looked) iMb oota^lihiiyi i with «• IT^r} 
stflL^brt.nkti!fr®m 4 stoeb liddifteakioa-bt 
a0UiSii[legal.‘olaiHfe;f ( If'bd had bnfy kn6^^i;the'd0'feiilg| 
knokn kho/itbis)alfegedrte^ might 

have seen his way to some course ridl^hate 

gmtedf)(Mtf.t His, fs'ensb ofs^ihdrioBtt^/ and^^dt'gintyi^ • But 
»S^ynihad-b@©h; tob^ a©ute to. iet'S^old' ^fcuot^r^'tMsI 
he haff^eyen'caife&iily Kept to Ae ihaseui^ne-t)^caioiln! 


'i^n6ve(l)ith.a4 thfeire was'^o 
feelf wtiQi .. fcomiJIuiikMev 

Se«*en*f tcaaaar i pfeBs&e^igdl ftytJbeiw^M, 

?ieiw &a'di*te..iidi#<Mii<Dl!< 4 l:^ tWMkM 

STliT- in, : « ... r tD 


mo 


rbe ( 


^ ikw^d"S^ate/%uhded 

^li-elyii bn. .tlifei ii!iibqnmtibo;.i ^ I htoi^elf' 'i^ad '^i\>bli] 

A^.'He-!liad Ao4"m^^olln■dolIM'^;ha^{'■tIl€^‘^e'^It ■vFOu'id 
#ifwhrffef..lw 'd^TOdif'r'jiHatodSdilwasi nd’^bli;-- 

■wetie ia^D^igipodir!(rhings(--he|‘iljfegd‘'*bettfet*{a liffi tel^- 

aH>aritetbEiat<TJndiGtwnese;^fn..,;,.; 1 ,, n'.)«iir..,t|H.i. ,,■ 
■.rfAra-i* didr.lHipljyi .th'afi,* aiMr 

MB-felEhnent T®f. his- pfe(^i erfbl# " 

_ '♦ I T _ 


furs 
differ- 


^ttisait dteBJ3r«)iffl!4^iabdr/ae toGk it every- 


«*ren 4 hai‘i?nwrfudebat^ ^Mfeh 
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■where ‘ with j|iim,= %h foot ^ and on.' hoiBofe^ackf anff it 
wa^* his bohapanion through a 
His natee was not of a kind given to h 
flich and he had never before been loiig 
and puzzled. This nnaccnstomed state of 

f 

was w painfnlly irksome to him — he rebeMed^^ 
impafientiy against the oppression of cirenmstantfei 
in which his qniok temperament and habitual deci- 
sion could not help him — that it added tenfold to Hs 
hatred of Jermyn, who was the canse of it. And 
thus, as the temptation to avoid ah risk bf loeing 
the estate grew and gre'w till’ scruples’ looked naiiiMte 
by the side of it, the difficulty of bringing himself 
to make' a compact with Jermyn seemed more and 
more insurmountable. 

^But we haye seen that the attorney was mncii 'tOo 
confident ‘in his calcnlatiens.- And while Har6ld w?as 
being gulled 'by-kis- subjection' to Jermyn’s know- 
ledge, independent information was <m its Way to 
liim. ‘ The* messenger was Christian, -^tKo,* afieh*a^ 
ccmiplete a I survey of probabilities aS he 
bf^ had ^conie' to tbb (inclusion that ihe 
able ■ investment he ' bottld ' make Of his pbctdiar ei- 
periehee 'and^ ^testimony' ‘in relation ’ tb- Bybiffi and 
Byolifib’^s ’ daughter, ^was to^t^li^^e' ’4hein'’at 4lb 
posal of Harold Transome. He was afraid of Jer^ 
miyh he mttoHy ’disirukt-M^ Johnsoh ; ^%ut lie thought 
he %afe seoul^totelyin^ dn r ^ 
for his o'v\Ti* interest ; -and- he ^ 
issues the proSpebt * of foyfcwlth lesiving the 

with '# Buffithatat least for ’^ goo^ while fnt 

dthiste^a^’ 
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TOen, only three mornings after the’ interview 
With Jermyn, Dominic opened the door of Harold’s 
sitting-room, a^d said that “Meester Clireestian/! 
Mr Philip Debarry’s cornier and an aoquaintanch 
ol his own at Naples, requested to be admitted on 
business of importance, Harold’s immediate thought 
was that the business referred to the so-called Jiolit- 
ical afihirs: which were just now Ms chief association 
XWWI - the mame. of Debarry, though it seemed an 
oddness requiring explanation, that a servant should 
be personally an intermediary. He assented, ex- 
peptmg something, rather disagreeable than other- 

t Christian wore this morning those . perfect manners 
of a subordmate who is not seiyile, which heal ways 
^ i^te towards his unquesticmable superiors., Mr 
De.^y, who prefeii-ed having some one about him 


u»t%,ps..titt|e,:iiesembfence: as possible to a regular 
SjSry ant, had smgular liking for the adroit, quiet- 
niaanered Christian, .and -woubd, have .been, amaaed 
q see the msolent asstnaption he was.capaMe s^,in^ 

the presence qf people like. Mr, Lyon, who were of 
account ; m , society. Christian had that sort. ,o£ 
mYe^s, which is said to “know the .wodd.’.W 
Jc; to .say, he knew the prioe-ourrent .1 * 




jy! T--- •!, 


Awa*e, that he was looked at as a wane 

hhxem^ed, .standing near the doorr.wiihyhis hat in 

fjg^ftandii. he said, with respectftft.easey^ 

,:,i^Xou Will probably be [snrpiised,. sir, , at my oom- 

to. speak to you CU inyn, own, account.; and, in 
&ct, I could not have thought of doing , so if my 


n 

' ii 
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business did not happen to be soiiiething bf more 
importance to you than to any one el4e;^^» 

You dhn^t 66 me from Mr Debany^ then said 
Harold, with some surprise. ; ,i - ... 

“No, sir. My business is a secret 5 and, if ^ you 
please, must remain so.’^ 

“Is it a pledge you are demanding fr’om me?” 
said Harold, rather suspiciously, having no ground 
for confidence in a man of Christian’s position. 

“ Yes, sir ; I am obliged to ask no less than that 
you will pledge yourself not to take Mr Jermyri 
into confidence concerning what passed - between 
us.” ; i ‘ ' 'i ■ ' , . ^ - ■ 

“ With all my heart,” said Harold, something like 
a gleam passing over his face. His circulation ' had 
become more rapid. “ But what have' you had ■ to do 
withJermyn?” ' 

“He has not mentioned me to you then — has he^ 
sir?” 

“No; certainly not — -never.” • . - ,1 

Christian thought, “Aha, Mr Jermyn'4 you ard 
keeping the secret ■ wellj ■ are you? *’ ! 0 e^ saidj 

aloud- — ^ >'■;'! 

“ Then Mr Jermyn has never mentioned to you- 
sir, what I belieye hie is aware^i df-^that- there is 
danger of a new ’Suit being taised against you on 
the partmf a Byclifre, td’get the estate?” • ' 

“ Ah I •’> ^ said Harold, starting up; ’ and placing hdm^ 
sdLf with hi^ back against the mantelpiece. He was 
electrified by . surprise at ^ ibe quarter from WMeh 
this informatien was coming. Any fresh alama was 
counteracted by the flashiiig thought that he might 
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be, enabled to act independently of Jerntyn ; and 

the rush of feelings he could utter, no mom, than .aj 

interjection. , Chnstian, oonoluded, 'that . Harold- had I 
iiad no previous hint. - 

^“It is, .this, fact, sir, that I,. came to tell you! 

“From some other motive.aian kindness to" me ‘ I 

presume^ said Harold, wijdr a s%ht . approach ;tft ' 
O' Brtnle. , ; : . - , . . 

^ “lOertaanly,” said Christiani,.as„quietly, as-'if he - 
had been stating yesterday’s weatherJ,..if I- should ; 

not have the. folly to use any. ,afieetation . with-, you Mr ^ 

S3"’ ^ considerable property early' in ^ 

n, apd^am now ths.ireceipt of a , salary simply. - 

Imthe.affaar.I haye justmentioned.to.yoal osn-give 
avidenceiwlHch,will.turn,tha scale/against, yj.^ : 

We no wish to do so, if you will make it worthimy ■ 

leave the i t ■ i ii 

TT„ ITT, ' ■' i‘Ui -dj 

hef 3 3 “ ^ J^cndaiy i 

, ected for peou}w#,,sQiioitsartd%uhyr.tli« ' 

than befbre, beeause Jt.waa. sweetened by the-nresf 
poet of eluding Jermyn. But the desire to-gafe 

the-r, purposes- of- caution, and. {fftsist- 

^(% «|ndihto indjfiferenee to the sp,eak#t - 

lii^_h^,tq, preserve perfect 
_ . .iou are - aware, '^..he^gai^, 
is.'abtjra iccunraodityi w»«ttih.nBrTiivJiw3c£ijA.' t •/^• 

Mddd like',ma-te.-K».v daresay, who ;| 

tibem- expenses for I 

^.. Eut ftey^Ht teidly be able to show-ine i 

•^;tt-Was, WDrat jny’wliile.” , , « 






3 “iToiX'iWisIt me to, state .'^hat J.. ;kn< 5 >Ay i ■* 

I Well; ikU : isj.a. neGeseairy:-.prejTO^%^y"1^ 
furtbier Gcjaversation.” .. ' .'. .. , -. {^r -j :; J. ‘ 

' ’ f I think; y Dii : ytill see, Mr Transome, : u as * a 

matter of j?nstice, the knowledge I can. give! is woirfch 
something,^ quite apart from my fatm*e appeai’anco.-or 
nonrappearance as ,a. witness. I must take cate of 


my own intm'estjlami'if any tiling should hinder, you 
from f choosing: .to satisfy me for /taking an .essential 
witness out of the way, I must at least be paid-for 
hringhig.youf the. information”: .. -.f ? 

: Cad you ’ tell /ino who. : and ; .thjkf iSyolifife 

I'jUJj hilHj’fJ/!-; : !■ i:- .. '‘I i. . 


' — ^And giye.me a notion of the. whole .affair 

■^^ Yes: I have talked to .a:lawyer-^not]der.miyiH-?7 
who.is-at tdieihottom of the laW in the/^aini^/f*,.:-; . 

/ ^ You must i not i eount . an ; any wisdi . of mine , to 
suppress » evidence' or, i*emoYe. a witness/; • But name 
yoiir'price dor: the information.”; 

* / ‘filhitbaii case: If must he .paid tire higher fer .. 
inforrhatiohy } 1 1 Say/ .two. thonsand .pcmnda^’-,: r , i 
J 1 i H IDwb thousand devils i ” . burst put^.(H!arQld, • throwr 
ing himself into his chair againj-.and ttiipafing.ihis 
fehouMer; towards >Ch3?isti an. s > ■ New thoughts crowded 
upon >himj'nf^!I’his-MM®w> may waiit-tp. decamp for 
sotoje/rea'^Bn/hr'. ai3a.eiy'":he >s^r'to- himgelfL More 
phopSef^ Ifj^ides^yTemiyn . knowi-aToout his. 'evidence,, it 
g®f@nmn iThhi^whbie :thing .may look- black for. me if 
it ‘jokn^sdout;^/!^! shall' be believed to have bribed 
M&. ^ to ruh ^ ^wiay^ /whether i or not.” Thus < -the • .out- 
qon^ehoe caine in aidJ of the iiinero . - i .r ■ . • ■ . 
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“I will -not give you onb^^sixj)enoe for youi^ anfor- 
matiou/’ he said, iresojutelyy ’ until time has 'inade 
it clear that you do not intend -to ’decamp, but will 
be forthcoming whe^ yoU are called = for. ■ ? On those 
terms I have no objeotton to : give you a o^ioifee,- speci- 
fying that after the fulfilment of that ' oondition^that 
is, after the oeOurrdnce of a suit, or the ' under^tandr 
ing that * inb ’ ^tdt ^is . to* oOoUrA^Ii = will pay you a oer- 
fain* Bum in consideration oftfthe information you 
ndw^^give’niet^^ '' > '/ -■ - 

Christian felt himself caught in a vice. ,» i iu ? the 
firsf inStBaOce he had bounted' confidently -on Hai'oM’s 
ready seizure of his offer to disappear, and after some 
words had seemed to cast a doubt on this presup- 
pbsiWbh, ' he ' had ^ ihwardly determined ; torgo away, 
whether Harold wished > it' or ^ ndt, if he- dould get a 
sufficient^ ■sAn.’^^tHe did not reply immediately, and 
Harold waited dn silence, inwardly anxious to hnow 
wh^t Christian cOuM tell, hut with a vision at fpr|es- 
ent so far cleared that* he waB determined not- to 
risk inburring the imputatlan of Having aiaij^thifig to 
do with scotmdreiism. We are very -much dndebted 
tO^ Bubh' n d i i jk ing of events as makes ^ a doubtful 
^iion^feok wrong. l- , v 

f reflecting, that if he stay^ija^ 

labed some possible inconveniences oft , 

pullaciy as Henky Soaddon for the- ' 

inight get ftom Estherj it . would wise to 

oertaili of some mor^yj fixinr-l&rbld' 'Transom e, 
hinfce he- tmfned out to be of sof pheulliar a disposition ^ 
1 ^* to insist bh a punetiMousrlh^esty to his own dis- 4 
^Jyaptage. - Did making a bargain with J 




the ^(3e W-so^ he mi^ht’=be'66ntent^t©^^Tmit 
for the knowledge till it c’amh inr 's<ih]?el-feiifer.iW 9 y 
Christfan was heginttiing Jto'be afiaid l©^ lie*^idtild 
get nothing' by this^ clever :HioYe> of' cbmiag.t<»?9teiGCw 
some Court. - At -last he said^ f - ’ ii* 

I think, siiy two- thousand Voul'd ^ not be au wkr 
reasonable sum, on -those cohditions.”i f ^ ^ » : 1 1 ’ ? 

’ r will not give two thousand.^’ ’■ ’ 

' Allow- mo to say, sir, you must ■ consider that 
there is no one whose interest it is to tell your ^as 
much as I shall, even if they could ;»>sinofe iferf eri 
myn, who Iniows it, has not > thought fit; Ito tell y-&ai 
There i may ibO u&e > .you don’t? thidk of in .getting the 
information at once.” t; * i • 

, J ?think a gentleman .should act i liberally 'uMte 
such cii’cumstanoes/' "t;: 

8b'T wilhb^ ^ f ; vl - 

•’ I could not take less than a thousand /pounds.- 
It really would not be worth my: while!.fj ;if iMoi 
dermyn knew I gave you the i*i]Jdrniatk)n,^heii#btild 
endeavodl to''!iiijureirQe.”;' ' ' ■' ‘h-r-f- 

'• ^Wtih give yon >a thonsaabdy ’ ^sald^tHarold^ Ina^i 
mediately^' for ‘Christian had hhconsoibn^y* touched 
a sure spring. “At least,'Fllligive! ybu' a to 
theAffectdsspokfe of7’'i Itv,.- ! . .. . / • ' 

• i Ho‘ wrote as* ho had promised, and gave the papdr 
to-Christiani'-' ^ !■- ^ 

: ‘ “ No’^, don’t be circuitbns/?; said Harold. ^ “ ¥on 
seem to have a business-like ‘gift iof speedlu* / Who 
and where is this I^cHif^ * *’ 

“You will be surprised to hear,’ sii*^' thatvshfe is 


t ; : ' I 
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;(]b^ tb.6! ' 'd^u^h-’toro of‘ tlio old.; p^69^cllG^J 

iai: i MaltllGHSG -^^<1. t ’ ' ' • ; ' - : ■ : ; 

[ “ Good God I ' : i^How, ' can th^t > be ? ” said Hatold. 
A't -biioa, the -first occasion on wbicli he had seen 
Esther rose in his memor 7 ’---the little dark parlonr— 
ihe graceful gitl in .blue, with die surprisingly dis- 
tinguished manners and ^appear^'Oce. *: 

In this way. Old.Xyon, by some strange, means 
oiihtherj married Bycliffe’s widow when /this girl 
was a baby. ; And the preacher didn t .want tpie girl 
to knokt" that he 'was not her sreal &ttilerl^! he^itoH me 
that; hhnself; ! i . But * ’ she is ^ thb timage ! . bf : Bycliffe^ 
whona ill knew weH-^T-ran unoonamonly fine woman- 

steps like a queen.’’ ” 

I have seen her,” said Harold, more' ever 
glW to/ have ’ hnioha^id’ this i knowledge.^ , * ? f-. B^t ino w , 
go on.” j.: 

Christian proceeded to tell all he ktibw, including 
h&ojcoqvteeistioni tmth except . . feir US it 

hliJ "tfa. rcnffieasanstf rblat^ to himseifi ■ !*',-/! M, 

as the-, details., seemed: to 
have edme to a close, you believe that Miss , Id^on 


and lidr-.?STippiG®ed father are at present unaware of 
ihdonlaiink'.rthat' might he urged for her' -on i the 
stir&r^h.of her. birth?’’ ■ •; 

I believe so. But I need not tell. you 
diqjlawyiers are on the scent; you ^ oain<i|l);e#^®^%ire 
of anything long together. I must remiaid yoii, sir. 
that you Ihad'e !promised 'to - protect ’ximie from Mr 
Jdifeyn by ^-fee^ing my confidence.” 

Never fear. Depend ^hupohi it^ I shall betray 



to" Mr 


bmi 






Ghristiau was disoaiss^d- mth ai 
and wldle lie. cultivated some 
witli Doinimo^- Harold <sat che wing. > the iiid .€iif:‘‘liii^ 
new knowledge, -and finding it not al 
bitter as be bad expected. 

Srdmi tbeifinst, after bis interview witb 
tbe. rccoil inft Harold’s blind ixom tlie idea ef stran- 
glingua legal s right' threw him on the ^teimtij^'e 
of f attempting a ^ compromise. Some middle eours© 
might be possible, which would be a' less evil tihan 
a costly lawsuit, or than the total renkenbatiobiof 
the estates. And now;hehad le^cmd'^tett .^i&5mew 
claimant 3 wasi^a' woman young w<Hn^^hbrbugiit 
up under i circumstances that woxtld make the fcurlh 
of the Transom© property seem to her ; an imtmciMB® 
fortune. Both the sex and the social condition 
ofhth;0 ^rt that lies open*? to many softening infiu^ 
©nGea.i f And- having .seen Esther, it was inevitable 
that^ amongst ^ the various issues, agreeable aiswi dis- 
agreeable, depicted; by Harold’s imagination, ■ there 
should, present its elf. a. possibility thafe^-'wouldiinn^ 
tlie twO;j^aimis-rrMs own^^^^hich &e M#to beiilhe 
liationrf^i rrand i ; Esth^r’^s/iilwhich. , - 

leg;^!.- 


I 

5 ' MiiiloMitas*thc.^had;i@onst^tlyii^aidi.t0*jWp -'ntother, 


wasi^f^hot didi not^ 

bringing a wife to Transom© Coirit^for many yhaars.tte 
£3om4|if .Havings little -^Harry ^s an hen/,- he 

jprefctredi firocdoiu. IW estein women were nob 
tibste : they .showed a. transition ftoin 
animal to, thci thinking s being, which ' was ! isimply 
frionblesnme./ Harold preferred a 
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eyed; womati, silent and affectiaii^ile/ of 
black Hair weighing ranch toei?e heavily than her 
brains. He had- seen- nonsuch ‘WoUian in Ehglandj 
except onp whona hfe had feonght with him from 
the East. ’ ■ ' *'•' ; ‘ ' 

Therefore Harold did not care* to behnaiTiednintil 
or nnless ^ eomei isnrprising chance' Jprfesent^' itself ; 
and now that isnch a -chance had occjnrred tb suggest 
marriages lib i him, he would not admit • to hhnself that 
hetioontecaplated marrying Esther-as'a plan ; 'he; was 
‘bnly obliged to see that sneh 4n issue; was hot- incon- 
ceivabie. iiHe; was - not going to takh any 'step ex^ 
ptp^sslyi directed towards that end: what he had made 
lip his mind to, as the conrse most satisfactory' to‘ his 
rrture tianjderr piesfent nrgenciespfwas^'to behavb to 
Esther; ^rwith - a * fank ; gentlemanlinfe^ss^ which ^ mnst 
win* h^ii good-will, and itioline her to’ sdte his family 
ihietests as -much as possible. He- was helped to this 
d^hminatibn by the pleasure of frustrating Jemi;j^n’s 
©oniHvanice tQ„ shield Mmsplf froih ;^nnidkmdrit y and 
hfeninMt distinct and cheepring ; prospect "^aij^ ' th^t 
^'V^thiil a! W4ry shoft . Space -of time he -Mionld not 
^ 0 >iidy . have defected j a : satisfactory compromise with 
Esther, but should have made Jermyn aware, hy a 
y|l|tvdisagteeahle form of annouhcemehtj that' Hafold 
m ; Was : ho- ' longer* afraid- of ; diinii ' * ^ J ermyn 
'^brte^the^dust.'’ i'l . - >■- 

M the^ond of; these 'meditations he^'folt ’^tisfied 
himself and lighthearted. .He hadt rejected 
t^,dishbneshvpropositionsj and’ he wks going tb' do 
ling' tMt f fibem^ ieihinpnMy igraeefuk’ i But ' he 
his motMer’s assistance,; and !ft w^ 'necessary 
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tliat he should^ both cOnMe in* her and persuade 

■ , ’ ■ ' ' '* ( ■■ - ’ - i ' ' . ‘ *;.'1 '/• H ‘ < ii,.: ■ . / c'*l .H 

• ’ Within two hours after Chnstiah left? 
begged his mother to come into his pn4at4 

atid "there he told her the strange and starting ‘ i&ry, 
Omittiri^,' h6we’\rer, 'atiy particulars ■which would ^h- 
voiv-e^ the identifibtebn of Christian as Ms ihfbf- 

• ■ * i < ' ‘ 

Mant. ' Hai^ld felt that his engagement deih^ndod 
'his ’reticence ; and he told his mother that he 'wks 
bound to conceal the somxe of that knowledge which 
he had got independently of Jermyn. » ■ ‘ 

• Mrs Transome said little in ihe--^OQsUr^>^!o€'t^ 
'Stofy : ^ she made ■ hO *exolaimatioils, bul ^he disteued 
With' ulosb ’ attention, and asked a few questions- 'sO 
much to the point as to surprise Harold. Whm^M 
showed her the copy of the legal bpiMoh * which 
Jermyn had left with him, shuisaid she knewdt verjr 
well; ehe' had& 'co|iy herself. The particulars of that 
last lawsuit were too Well engraven on her mind : it 
happened at a time when there was no one to‘Supef- 
sede her, and she was the virtual head qf'-the ^^ily 
affairs. She was prepared to undemtsitid'how^'the 
<^tate might'be in danger; but nothing had prbpaxed 
her ’for dhe strahge details^ for the Way^ in’ Which 
thd hew claimant had been :rearbd aiid brought with- 
'in the range of converging motives' Ihat had led tb 
ttht^lre’v^elatioh;' least of all fot'the • part’ Jetmyn had 
^come^ffo playdn^^the 'tO'velation. Mrs' Transome saw 
■these things, Ard^aghthe medium of certain dominant 
emotidh^&^''fe^at themwfeem like a lbhg-ri|lenihg 

retribution. Harold perceived that she was ^infully 
agitated,' tli#ti She t that her white "iips 
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would not: , steadily lend tji^uisejyus* tp ^ ;^p.eeclx* , 
this was hardly more than he expected. He had 
xiQt ; liked the .irevelation .hinx^pH* :^h6^^ had . first 
come to him. / ;i :r ' > ' 

; But he (li4 guess what it was da his narratiye 
which had naost>pierq^d^ his another. ^Jtwas 
thipg tha^t ipade: the ; threat about the. .estater oxily a 
IS-e^pudary ^larm. , Hpw^,fpr the hrst tiuie^ she heatd 
of the infceaaded . proceedings against Jerm}^. , HaroJ-d 
had ^ot. ;ehpe^ii' to Speak of them hefor,e.;r bub haying 
at last called Ihs mother into mQOU^^ 

•was 'nothin^dn his mind to hinder , him, feam s,peak> 
jiiig.j, without reserve of his, determination to, visit on 
thn. attorney Ixis shamefih ' rnaladministratdon ofVtho 
■felmily aifair^t u- ; .j, f- j , : ,,1 r ■ ^ < 

i . Harold wept through the^whoie narirativQ7~-jpf what 
hp' called Jermyn’s sche.me . to > catch him ip, a .vice, 
and ibis powcn | qC ! triumphaptl;}?-, , Jhuat;rating > ithat 
fioh^^rr-^iu, his,jn&uaL,|^pidvWi^yj .peaking, .with,. a 
hn^^.daeisiiY^U§sa, ‘0£ i9m > 
if, ; she Urged ! any iopui^ifeer-nCBn^deratiofj^ r at f 
QOul^ - only tdp .i-SC 1 when he , had ■ no m ore to say. ' * • 

; ; /dHow 7 .idLat.hciWautiyp mother, if you can 

, see* this; iu%tter,jae J ; see it,” Harold said in oonclu- 
-Sfipu, h dS’ .to. '»gp ' whh me to call,,on dhi?. girl in ,Malt- 
dic^i^ *XaTd.,?jI wilLopen the afiair, to her ^ it appears 
fe^UP^dikelytOihaye hpeu informed. and yPu 
.dmn* -to visit? you- :her^’ lat : OiU(|e|, that . aU 
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^rlin kei}' positien/- said Mrs Trartsoin^ witli 
cnltyi ‘ It 'wcmld ba^e seemed the bitterest 
ing penance if another sort of suffering, aaj 

room in her haeart. 4 ■ n:?'. ?; ■ ■ • 

“ I . assure you she is a lady; I saw 
was icanTassing, and was aina7^ed at the.timov ^ Upu 
will he qnite stniek with , her. It is no indignity for 
yoii tot invite 'her.” i- 

.-’0h,”> said >Mrs: Transome, with low-toned bitter^ 
nessji'^I’ must pnt up with all things as the}^ are 
determined • for me. When shah . ^ go ? ” \ .j 

f t.'ffiWiell/'is^idi Haroldy lookiiiig iat?.]wiwafcclky^^^it.is 
hardly two yet. Weooonld really ^ to-dayj when 
you have lunched. It is better to lose no tima* I’ll 
order the carriage.”’ ■ ‘ 't 

! ^‘‘ Stay/^ said Mrs Transonie, makihg a^es^rate 
fefforti ! Thhre i^ ■ plenty of time. I shall not Imw^. 
Ibave 'a word.^h^ 

Harold withdrew his hand from the beh, and 
loaned against the mantelpiece to listen. 

.s'^^lTou see 'I comply witM your 
Harold*?”'* ^ii ^ : ..i - ;/ 

-Jimi^much’ c^iged to :yK>u,fe3r,n^afe- 

m^ho diffieailtiak;””' 

! 1 ® on /ought to hsten'tb mein 

‘If^MFray goj •bny-^^^saM Harold; - to be 

annoyed. -*■•■ -- ■■■• ■ ^ 

What is the good of having these Chancery pro- 
ceedings against J4rmyn ? ” ^ * 

;rd‘©’Ood?^^ 'This good tMt fello^. has>*buMan^ 
the ^tate%ith> annuities and mortgages ts^ .lihe;eiL- 
tent^ bf threo^thbusand a^year ; and tho^ talk of them, 
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I aim certain, be. holds -bimself..wder'4hr.namemf 
aiiotther man. : And the adimnces ibis' yearl;^ interest 
represents, have- hot-, b'eeii' nancK i more i than, tvs^enty 
thousand. Of course he has hoodwinked ..yokij. and 
iny father. never gave' attention. to these things. ! He 
has been . Up . to -■ laB sorts of . devil’s weak. -wiA the 
ddedS.p.'h© 'didn’t, count on 'my homing! .back 'from 
Smyrna to fill poor Durfey’s plac'ev . He. -shall feel 
the 'difibrenoei-' : Ahd/the . good: 'tvill' ifee,' that , li shall 
we {'almost aU. ■ the. i annuities . for,!, the., .resti -o^hmy 
fathers life, which 'iha/ be ten. years orimorepaihStl 
shall get back some of the meheyj^nd I sliall pUhish 
astoundreL- That is the goodJ’// - 
ij I^i^twillib©:.ruinedi’)’i7',ii .j j, ,,1.,,,.,; 

“ That’s what I intend,” said Harold, .sharpty-,, 
frfiHe.-esiertBdihimseM’.a great dedl for^ns'fethe.old 
ev6ry-,ibme said he had .nyoajderM'zeali-iaad 
Jility,” eaid Mrs Transome, -getting!,, courage.. «h(i 

wannth -ds she went om. . . , Her temper, mas f 
What he idid, he.didjfor.hiisi owh sake%ji,y50t6. 
depend on. that,” said Harold, icomful.®' 

There were very pamful things in thatlt 
w®e^;a«5:iouS.'afeiit thisfjfouBg .wotasw^ .to, avoid 
all further scandal and contests in’ the ffamfrlj Vafifet 
don’t you wish, to do-it -mr this ca^ ?„ d^yn.,^ht 
bd 'Wpg to iarraage-, things,, jtam'^eably-i- to:^ake 
restitution as far as he can— if he has done a|ay,t]«n« 


A j 
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_ “I wffl arrange nothing- amicably with him,V:,eaid 
feroldp.deoMveiy:' ;; “df.he has.ever done aayfiring 
asMalous as.our agent, let. him., bear the., infemti 
Aad.t&e rtgat.*a^,to,. throw, the .infamy.ofe him,.is 
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to show tlae world that, he has robbed tis, and . that? 
I mean to punish him. Why do yon wishs to ? shield) 
such a :^lloW, mother ? ■ It has be^, chiefly thrQl%ti 
him that: you hate had to lead such a thrift Jrhii^~! 
able life— you wriio used to make as btillianha/figwrel 
as a- woman need wish.' ^ - J ;/ 

Mrs Transbme's rising temper was. turnedi into, a' 
horrible sensation, as painful as a sudden conoussion 
from, something hard and immovable when, we have 
struck out with our fist, intending; to hit somethingi 
warm, soft, and breathing, like ouT’s^olve^* ^.JEJobil Mrs 
'Ibjansome’s strokesowete . sent i g airring /back 
by a • hards,unaItor'^le^ .pash: >1 She i did > not- ^peak im 
answer to -Harold, but rose from the clmr; as! if 
she gave up the debate. .■> uj . 

.:;^^.Women are frightened at everything, :•!. kiHfw,’i 
said Harold,-; kindly j feeling that he had been,a,di{tl.^i 
harsh after his ' mother’s comphanoe. ; And; > you 
have. 'been nsed for so many years -to think Jertnyn 
a'ilaw of nature.: Gome, mother,” -he wentjcmy loOikh 
ing at her gently, and resting hia ^lfandp^^^ 
shoulders, s 'SI loofc i cheerfah. sh^i j tit^rc^ngh 

all these' difSchltieS'.id sibadi this, girl-nh^dam^ayli^e, 
will be quite an interesting, tisitor,iforj,iypu,j.,,,'Joni 
have not hadu any yonihg-girL about ypu-rfe 
wMle.> . j ' Wh<i) know? Ji ?she . mayii fail ^ id^ply in ,loiy e 
with' me, and! h tfriay’; be ? obliged >te iinarryn heri;',- , ; : , 
fispokei.:ikugMnglyi,» .only ‘tthi3ifcingi;how^ rhei 
could make his mother smile. But she looked at 
him seriously and said, Do you mean that, 
Harold ? ” 

“Am I not capable of making a conquest? Hot 
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to^ 1 fal : yet ^ — a liamdsome^ ' well 5 - f otoded y omth 

*"1'^/ ,::;hi .h ;i. i j i 

was forced’ to lodk-fetraigHt at tke'lbeaioiiigs 
face/ *witli' its rich dark' colour,' just bent a littM oveii 
herl ’'^Wliy -CbtEid^' sh^i ^not? be happy in this! soh 
whose future she had once dtaamed ofj- and who 
had ■ been as fortunate as she Had ever hoped ? "iPhe 
teai^ came, not plenteouslyy but making her 'dark 
oyesl as'- large’ and > bright as ; yOuffi hadi ’ once mad# 
theto'witho#fe* tears. ^ ■ r-. 

There, there I said ' Harold, coaxingly: ! < •“ Don’t 
boj alraid. You shall not have a daughter-in-k<^ 
unlehs^^he isa pearlv How we will get. ready to go.” 
h Ba hMf^^anrihow'froni that' time’ fMrs 'Traneoane 
came down, looking majestic l ih^ sables, j and welvetj. 
re^dy to Call 'dh= the girl ’m.MdlthCuse^Yardi^l ^/ She 
had *bOinposed‘ herself ' to go through' rthis tkskj i She 
s#w;de^ was nothing better tC he done. •; :iAifterl; 4 h# 
re^oMfoni' Harold had taken, some feort of >edmp!0o4 
mise' with this oddly-placed' heiress.«3zs^fe^^^ sesult 
most to be hoped for^f if - the ^ comp^biDarse turherd out 
td? ^he^ Wmarriage^wel^^^ she .had nd. -reason foucate 
ttshe^-Vas already; pfowerless^iJlItifremai^^ 

geen ti'hat thie- ^ sui jjifyp. llp^/ 

o*The carriage ^was^ ta ^ beA;djidvenraroitraa(i Sb^E ' ba& 
#::i^idlto&?miiGhj ob^r"^^ Hut' the late 
election’ Lyon’s •• receiv- 

ing a ■upjsucoeSsfai; [Radical candidal^. 

'■’■.■* '* ' ' ■ . * »' I i f : * ? 
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I also could apeak as ye do ; if your soul were iu my soul’s ste^, I codld 
faeap up words agaiiist yoii, and shake mine head:^-yoa.i-i^2kjofe‘ojf47b?i ’ 




i r 
• * 

- * 1 ! - 


In thfe feinee Esther- parted wiiii Eelix: Holt 

on the day of the riot, she had gone through se 
much emotion, and had already had so-lsfcqong a 
&hodr of. snrpnse, that, she was prepared ibl ri^eeive 
anff new I incident -of 'afi -unwonted kind with' com- 
pafatite e^^^wityi . 

. i.When Mr Lyon had got home again from - his 
preaching excursion, Felix was already, cm Ids way 
to Loamford Jail. The little minister wagp terribly 
shaken bydhe news. l iEOe saw no; cle& 
of Felix Holtzs conduct ; for the statemeh-ts EMhfer 
had* heard #ere so conflicting that ^e had’' not •Iben 
able to* igather' distinctly what 'had comb oht in the 
examMatioh tby the magistral But Mr Lyon felt 
canfident that Felix % A innocent of any wish -te 
abet a not br -die* infliction of injuries; -whaftf'he 
chiefly feared' Was ; that in the fatal encounter wth 
Tucker he had been moved by a rash temper, not 
sufficiently guarded > against by a - prayerful tod 
humble spirit. * ’ ’ 
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“My poor young friend is being taught with 
mysterious severity the evil of a too confident self- 
lelianoe^ he said to Esther, as they sat opposite to 
each other, listening and speaking sadly. 

You will go and see him, father ? ” . 

Verily will I. But I must straightway go and 
see that^ poor afflicted woman, whose soul is doubt- 
less whirled about, in this, trouble ,,l^ke a shapeless 
and unstable thing driven by divided' winds/' Mr 
Lyon rose and took his hat hastily, ready to wajk 
out, with his greatcoat flying open and exposing 
his small person to the keen air. 


j '“Btayy'tather,' ;^ray, till you' have had' sotne -fdod,^ 
saidjEsthdr, putting; her* hands onlhisiarm^ ^^bYou 
look: quite weary and shatterM/bt; /■' jm-u 

.'Ghildj I > cannot stay.. ; [ d i cs^ili neittI|L‘ea!'' eht i[|>re^d 
nor dritik watkt till : I Lave Imrnedi^niore . about this 
young man's deeds, what can be proved' and ^wlmt 

^iihot Le I proved < against, himv: ;I Be has^ i hone 
to: stand hy him in this toTm,'forTeveEBvbj. thebfi^d^ 

of our^chureh I have been oMLes I rebuked 

hei tsooj^^d dear to me. But, .Esther^' : myi beldvdd 
OhlldH^ — ■ ■ , 

n i.aetei.Mr.rLy^m igmsped- and seemfeduM 
■t&tSfeedf<>f'^edjt,,tojforget iis previous; hasta m-HI 

iius : the Lord hnoweth- them that 
aisf,^!lmt rwe — -w-a are left to judge, by uaefeBtem 
«^i%itha^.,si> we may learn , to eSereise^ hope ' 

one ; another ; and- in, this unc»rig|ofly 
with: awful hope. to those-, 'whom thet-iw^ia 
fckves:nnt -because their conseien<Je,ralbeit mistafeeiily- 
is at war with the habits of the worl<|.ii,j9ua'i.g3mt 
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faith, my Esthet, is the faith of martyrs- : I- will Mt 
lightly tea, away from any; man wlio emhire s' harsh- 


ness because he. Willi not lie ; nay, thoughHliwoiPild 
not wantonly' grasp -at ease of mind 
arbitraxy choice' of dbctrin^y I cannot -bui iheli^e 
that the ments of i the. Divine Sacrifice . Wider 
than our utmost charity. ; I once believed - other- 


^ige — but not now, not now.” 


The minister pausedj and sebmed to he Wbstrhdtedty 
gazing at some memory : he was always^ habla to be 
snatched away by thoughts firom ‘ ithfe f udsuit ^ «of »a 
purpose which thad' seemed ;pf essingl? ’• :E6th!ieir-.;S6iae<i 
thdhppoifitoity'Simd. prevailed on hini to* fortify him- 
'self with some of Lyddy^ s porridge befdro he 
out on his thing task of seeking, definite <trastwQr%t 
knowledge from! the hps.of varioud witn6feses|>'t>egia[|- 


ning < with - that feminine, * 

Mrs Hdlti>‘i{t:- - ‘ 


r* of >v 



She, : regarding all her trouble • about Felix . 
light of a. fulfilment of her ■ owm prophede^ ti^a^ 
the ; sad history . with? a preference^ 

.ahbv^ aGcUracy',iijanid-^^^^M mystery -ahowe- r|ieYa!nod, 
worthy, lof y-a .commeUtator . on - the : -Ap^tmlypseir;?'?' Shb 
indsted (:hiefiy^:;uotl oily' the importenfi felis that 
Felix, had^i sat /4t|! Ms wb^k-tall after! ele^en/^ like la 


*ddaf iman'j • had^ . rushed: out s in * smrp^is^* ^and ^arm, 
had home b^ck, toh report with - satisfaction that 
things weih d^iiet, ^d had. asked her ’ to : sdinby 
his dinner , for Mm-:--fa^ which : would iteU ^evi- 
dence that Felix was disconnected, wiih^^ny pr©- 
ject of disturbances, and was adverse: to ttbeni/ These 
things came out incidentally in her long plaint to 
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the minister; but vvliat' Mrs Holt felt 14 essential - 
(State was, that 'long before' -M-iohaelnic^/S was ■ 
ttmied, sitting in her chair, ■ she had said to Felix 
that there would be a ^judgment on him for being 
so 1 certain -sure ^ about the Pills and the Elixir. 
o-'^?Andnow^ Mn Lyon, said the poor woman, who i 

' 'i 

had! dressedHierself in a gown previously ‘cast off; ] 
a front all out of curl, and a cap with no starch in 
ithwhile .siaje.' held little coughing Job on vher knee, 
and ' ho w - you see' — my words . liave oonie true 
sooner than I thought ■ they would, a Felix may 
bontradiot .'nie if he will ; but there - he is* in prison, 
-aaoidi here -am I,, with nothing in the world to bless 
myself I wiihl -bnt ihalf-ahcrowaai * g^week- as I’Ve - saved 
by^imy 'Own^Berapng^i ted^ this^'hoi^se 'Pvel got to 
-pay -rent for. It’s/ not me ihasi done wrbng,^ 'Mr 

nobody can isay^it' of . meL^not «the 
orphan child on my knee is more inniceht'b’ -rfot 


anything (else! ah : is,’ -b;#ii#i vdaen 
lyo^’vie got ’ a* ^nj s«]> ./master 

smtm) f a^i ? Providence! t hais | senl^I^^aad. his ? b^fctem heuve 
.been / tf^ng,'Upi>and .= down ifeiie ^ '-oount^y since before 
was^^^vbabp^/it^Bl o’ no -nse: being good^ bere^be- 
■tefe Mt' Lyon,, and I gave^ him 

4hi^!j|i:^sk,|k-hefe:i ppoor 'Mrs ^Holt’s moth^^Kj ‘ 
j^^^l^|5.^^ii^xp0sitory ■■ '.ea^mess/'^ssi^^M 


! folkh ■ * sajii% be trans- 
ported, 'aoEd^ife bait'*sha,w^i;bf^^ treadmill, 

J|nerythingl; ' Oh ^ de^:J ” . a r - ‘ 

h|g,^ Mi^ sobbing, little Job 

gori a^boiifo'sed' yet profound sense of 
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sorrow,' and of Felix being bnrt aBd; gone? asroy, 
up'a-litfte waU of wondering misscyii-i i 
. f‘ Nay,- Mistress Holt," said tbe-'nlinistar,'. sootfr- 
ingiy,- “ enlarge not your grief by more tlian 
rantable gro-undsi' I' have good hoj>e that my yamoQ 
friend your son will be delivered from any. severe 
ocmseqnenees beyond the death of the man Tnoker, 
which I fehr will ever be a sore burthen <«» his 
memory. I feel confident that a jury of his conntry- 
tasn will discern between misfortune, or if imiy be 
mifejadgment,‘and an evil wiDy and that, he-wiliibe 

aequitted ofany grave'offenoei.” r:'.' !■ v' .lii; '■ 

I f‘»He~.is©v®r'etolel'Sinytlimg 'in .his life,^..Mr liyoa^d 
Said Mrfe Holt^' reviving. “ Nobody can throw it -in 
•my face as my son ran away with money like the 
young man at the bank— though he looked-. moBt 
r0spe6feAblej.and far.-different o-n a -Sunday to-.wbat 
Felix ©vk-'did. 'And I, know it’s very hard fightii^ 
Witii. constables f but they. say Tucker’s wife’ll -be a 
deal better off than she was before^- for the great 
folks’ll -pension her, and she’ll be on lall 
ohanufresv and h^- children -at the Free SeheoVaaid 
everything. Your trouble’s easy borae whki; evbry- 
hody ^-ves* it a'Kft for 'ydn '.randt'sE .|»dge<^a^j|bry 
wahts to.doright by Fettix^. they’ll, think of.Mi&.poor 
mother,; with the - bread took ont- of .her feontH ^ 
but half-arcrown a-week add furniture— which, to.b© 
sure, is most excellent, and of my own .buying^ 
and got to keep this orphih child as. Felrx himself 
brought on me. And I might send him . back ’to his 
old grandfather on parish pay, but .rmhnot >th^ 
woman, Mr Lyon : I’ve a tender heart. And heros 
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here Mrs Holt drew, of .Jobfs. Book and .dho-6,,and 

shewed a well-washedvKttle •&>{*_<< and! -yQu’h per- 

if, h taljciing ■ 

o h A ^ loose-ena wants a , parlour and 

a bedroom ; and if anything bad happen :to Felix 

sit in the parish Eonnd, and 
to.^bnymre ,eut; for it’s beyond everything 

^mh^.Iotknfe. ttey, might leave his. motheroto find 
f^l*;,for^qaeOr and masterfel he, might.he.gn^ fly- 

Knf hi^"^ '^■®*y^Seriptui-e about the physic 
it&s ^foostdclever beyond anything^hat I 

mb S' ^18 <5wn father’s kwfuh ohiM, land 

_ 0 hfo. moAer, that wae: Mary Wall, thirty, years 
^^meiev^er l married his father.” ,,:Here ,Mrs 'mS 

&i!<:her, ; tet. ,she 

SSt K r T’ ■ ‘‘ , if they’re ■ to 

‘'‘t “ 

i^u. n- , belwaa.jiaostdcmd.of ba^t- 

Z ^ ^ himself go 

- ix}a£mford„aO soon pdssiblb, and would dive 

feisMi «u*e,o»rfa,d<. 

®>‘> pi&tiriih wittS 

sf J 'fi '1 ^teby amopg the -iLibeSid iBssstot 
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hadf ;obsler:ve<i Ms conduct from tlxe , windows saiw 
anytMiig tending to excuse Mm,; andiMs^nwii ac- 
count of ’ Ms motives,. given on Ms e:^amina'fe>iili^rwas 
spoken of with MeadTshaking^; ^ it had,hot.}^eni!%r 
Ms. habit I of K always thinking MmseE wiseri thafn 
other people, he wouid never have entertained such 
a wild scheme. He had set MmseE.;up for. some?- 
tMng extraordinary, and . had . spoken jill, of respect- 
able: tradespeople. iJe had put a stop to the making 
of saleabM drugs, contrary to, the nature of buying 
and selling, and to' a ,due reliance* orL what 
dence might effect M j the huMan ; inside uttongll fthi# 
instrumentahty-^pf remedies: ^unsuitablo tOf.Ihe- stom- 
ach, looked at in a merely secular %ht;;handi the 
result was what might have been expected^,! ]He 
had brought: his ; mother to poverty , ! .and i hmasseff 
into, trouble,- j 1 1 tAudi what i for ? ; m He had -dope; no igood 
to fffthle cahsoi^i’M^^he had fo’Ught about OhuroMrates, 
Oi; had been worsted. in some struggle in which he 
was di$tinctly the champion of Dissent and Diberal-T 
ism, his case would have been one , for gold^'Mlyerj 
and ; copper subscriptions, in , iOJ^^der ; to n^ocure . ^the 
best^defence.f jsermonSi, might,, hav^ heep preached 
on: r und Ms nameumight . haye- hoUted . on .. dags 

from iMewcastle . to- ; -Dorchesitenr ^ Hut - there seemed 
tohefUQledification. in what had befallen Helix.-; The 
riot ' at:?Hr^byy ^“huuni'it -\|'Mch; way you would,” as 
Miv Muscat ob^eryed^* was no ; great credit to Libmt 
alisU> and what Mr iy on had to. testify as to Helix 
Holt’s conduct in -the. matter of the Sproxto'n men, 
onlyi made it clear that the defence ofj-FeliX - was 
laccusatiou: of his: p^rty.. : The. whole 'a£fe,iiv Mr 
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said, was dark and inscmtable; and: seemed 
^ be OE^ in. wMcb ’ tbe - intej^^reiice pf 
servants would tend *t0 the ^lory wbere’ tbe 


glory was dne. That a 


i for whom the 'richer 


church had aE:Toted shoidd have Ms Iiam 4 

asscKjiated with thp enoourag’ement of drunk ennesfej 
riotj^and plund^y was an oocasidn for the enemy to 
blaspheme 5 and it trae’ noil clear how the enemyl^ 
mouth would ’ be stopped by ekertiohs in favobr' bf 
a rg^h young’ man^ whose ■ inieEference had * Made 
things worse instead of better. ' Mr iyon was warned 
lest his human partialities should bind him to the 
interests of truth : it iras God’s cause that was en- 
ddhgered in' this matter. ' • ‘ ./ : .i ^r, 

The 'MltfenaiiAtei’s' soul hc' hiihseif 

was keenly alive to ■ liie ' bomjiliGatioh • of ^ public and 
private* regards in this ailair^ ' aQd'^sufferei<a* good 
at the thought bfc#or;^ trimiph tm the demon- 
stira^on that, the attack ^ on ■ the igeven 
StaM^' which Cgfe# bolig^; m 'Mnage 

M property had been bori^-%'Toites,--'-mivto 
intensely for his opinions, and^wouM have- liked 
brents to speak i^r tbem in a i^t of picture-writii^ 

' ^ewerybo^ ‘ could understand. The en&usi^ms 
C world are not to be stimtilated by a 
tsiry in small and subtle characters* wMch^-alone’^Can 
tel! ite’whole truths and the pieture-wntin^M#^^ 
Holt’s trouMes was of an entirely* ptedii^ * Mnd : 
if he wCre a martyr, neither gi<K waMed 
him. Yet -iie minister, as we ^have geen^?-Mund< &i 

his Ohristiain ^Sisith = a re®hon Ibir ehitging' flfee i more 
Iky 02]^* who had'not-iU' lai^e .] 
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little man^s heart wa^ li^roie ; he 
those Liberals who make their 
canse ” of Liberalism a plea for cowardly 

Besides himself, ^he believed there was Ho o&fe wlfo 
donld bear testimony to the remonstrances of FMix 
concerning the treating of the Sproxton men, exGe|>i 
Jermyny Johnson, and Harold Transoihe. Thbiigh 
he had the vaguest idea of what could be done in 
the case, he fixed his mind on the probability that 
Mr Transome would be moved to the utmost exer- 
tion, if only as an atoneiibent ; ddied 
any step until he had 
saw '^as; Hfeely to 
as to the help he would aocept or not accept; 

This last expectation was fulfilled. M]5'lyan'^>fei 
turned to Esther, after his day^s 'jouAey' 
ford and back, with less of trouble 'and • perplexity 
M his haind I'^he -had'at lesist got a' definite bourse 
tearked 'Out, to which* he must resign himself. Felix 
had declared that he would receive no aid firoDE^ 'Har- 
old Transome, except the^ aid he 'ihight’-gi‘ve*'4s 'an 
hr^i*eSt ^ ’There was nothing tto 

hibi hntwMt Was^ perfectly simple and^ dihecL Hv^ 
if the pleading of codusel ‘Lad been permitted (and 
at that time it wah not) w-behaif of a 'j^Sonei' on 
trial for felony, Felix Wbhld haVe declined it: he 
would 4a any case^ have spCken In his own defehcel 
He had a perfectly mhiple aCcdunt to give,- and 
heeded not to avail himself of any legal adroitness. 
He consented to accept the services of a respectable 
sdlicitor in Loamford, Who offered to conduct, his &se 
Without any fees.’ The work was plain ’ and easy, 
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Feli:^. .saidi The eidj witnesses , who .had to ' ;be 
hiinted up at all: some who- oonld testify that 

he . had tried to taka the crowd .down- Hobb’s Lane, 
and that they had, g5ne to the Manor in ^^pite of him! 

Then :ha ie not so mncli cast doy^n as you feared 
father?”; sa^dnEsther. , 

. child,; albeit he is pale and much shaken fo^ 
one ,so stalwart. He haih. no grief, he says, save for 
the poo^ ,man Tucker, and for his motiber ; otherwise 
his. heart hs without a bmAen, We discoursed 
greatly on the sad effect: of all this for his mother, 
and: on the perplexed; condition of hujman things, 
l^her^by aven right action, seems to bring evil con- 
spguence^^.if.jjve have , respect only to our ovfn brief 
lives, ai|d!,^ot.t<^;that largerf.rnJo whereby we are 
^tewaSrds of »ibe eternal dealings, and' not contrivers 
of:enr;own snccess/ , | / . 

J)i(l;hei^y notlung ab(:^t,,me,,.ifather?^V,.saJd 

: a httle,;but:Upable ,to ber 

Tea,;: ie^jasl^ed if well, and- }iis 

itionafe regards.;. Hay, he, bade ane . say , sowf 
Whg wjiic|ii,a|)peais. to refer to :your discourse,, tof. 
pjier.jwhen -I was.not present. ‘ Tell hei',,’ he said' 

, I yhaMyer they sentence me to, she kno-yif&.they.oan’it 
ni.e of .my yooatidn.; , With- poverty for my ibridfi 
preaching and pedagoguyi for .my , biisinftss,, | 
am^snrei_^f,a kandsome-esjtablishhient.’.o He 

m "tnmd of 


U 

tVT } I 
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.EO^yon- seemed to rfee .looking:, at..,Bstfe4mijh& 

>..;fout,,she jjifW .imV near enough-.iSjr .him.tite 
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Msc^m i the expressioii of her -feoow t fthoii 

seemed made for melancholy ratiiOr^^tham fegiplayfial- 
ness. Hers was hot a childish beauty, planilu When 
the sparMe of qrischief, witj and vanity was 
her eyeSj and the large look of abstracted ; sori^W 
was there, yon wonld hat^e been snrprised fby a cer- 
tain grande tfr which the smiles had ‘hidden. dThat 
changing face was the perfect symbol of her mixed 
stisceptible nature, in which battle was ’inevitable, 
and the side of victory uncertain. ... 

She began to look on all that - had passed 
herself and *Frf.ix;a$ something not hnrisdjr-ltet em- 
balmed Wd. kept, as ^a ;^eho in a > private .sanctuary. 
The very entinenessi of her pro -occupation ajbout 
Min, the perpetual repetition in her meraory: ;0f.;all 
that. had passed .between them, tended rtQ' pro^ce 
this effect. ; She lived with . himin the^pa^t ;,dn ,1^.8 
future she deemed: ’ shut out from* him. He was an 
influence above her’ life, rather than a part of it; 
some time or other, perhaps, he would- , be to h^ 
as if he belonged to, the solemn admonishing 
ebeokingj hen - selfrsatisfled pettiness with*ithe sp^eW 
tion of a yriden'lifew.M v-' ■,■3 /'‘j,* ../-i 

But not .yet^nptj while i her jtouMe tWfi^e - 30 fftesh. 
For it was, sidh; (trouble, .and mot I 

Perhaps, it , was ; a subtraciim^/from^ his .power over 

her, : that she c^nld^HByer thipk, of, him. with, pity] 

' * 

hepause he 'always useemed tO’ her too great, mnd 
strong to be pitied* : he Wanted nothing. He eraded * 
ealaniity'^ by , choosing privation. The' beeb part,,of 
a woman’s love is worship it • is bard tp her to 
he, sent away with her precious spikenard .,rejeote<h 
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lurid^ '11^1 loiig trusses ’ too, ■ that ’ were let fell* re^dy to 
^tho (the wearied feet. ! '• “ . > ' - - ‘ 

While Esther' Was Oarryiiig these things in her 
heart, the January daysUvere beginning to pass by 
with their wonted wintry monotony, except that 
there- Was ■ rather more' of good cheer* than usual 
remkining'from the feast of Twelfth hTight amotig 
the triumphant Tories, and rather more scandal tlian 
usnal excited among the mortified Dissenters by the 
wilfulness of their minister. He had actually men- 
tioned Eeiix Holt by name in his evfening - sermon, 
and otfered mp a petition for him zn'^ the evening 
prayer;^ also ■ by name — not • as a' young fehmaelitej 
4thoki we' would faM' see' hrohght ' back' ftonr law- 
less ‘life ^of 'the deSert, and’ seated- in the sarhe fold 
even With' the Sons^mf Judah and bf 'Benjamin,’'^ -a 
smtable periphrasis which ' Brother 'Eemp * thre w off 
Wfthbfit any effort,^ and 'With all the felfeity Ofi fi 
sug^estiw critic* ’ Foot- Mr^^&oltJ indeed,^ ‘Wenllri 
the midst ' of 'her grief/'experfeneed^a proud^satisgio- 
tion,' that though -not a <churoh! ms^nibe-r Vas how 
an object of dongregationai' tbzkanlil’ arid ’minisfeml 
allusion. Feeling herself a spotle^^Chaihcter stand- 
ing dht in- ^rdliefr^ datk ^ fete 




rsO',rMsm^waff-n.aturffiy>giatifiM soothed by a 
ndtic6^^WSnoh^han:s4 bd derecognition. But more in- 
huential'hiear4i^s*Were of opinion, that in a man who 
had ^Sr^niany Icig sentmices at command as Mr Lyon, 
S’© ^mkny parentheses and modifying clauses, this 
al^^®;’Use of a non-sCriptnral Treby name in an adi 


THE SABKStJL 





dress'to the AMghty was ait the.!moite ^ 

a lew unlettered local preacher off 
snasion siich things might pass^, .htrt a 
in prajer was^/ demanded . from 
most educated body in the ■ ranks of orthodbi: I 
sent. To Mr Lyon* such notions seemed 
perverse, and the n€fxt ‘ morning he was' deolaFlng 
to Esther his resolution- stoutly to withstand them, 
and to count nothing common or 'unclean On which 
a blessing could be asked, when the tenor of his 
thoughts was completely changed iil 
6# surprise whidb iriade' both th 
lookingmi eadh 

The cause ^ was‘ ' ^a"' letfer ■ brought ' by ^ a- special 
messenger from Buffield*, a heavy letter aSdie^d 
to Esther in a business-like manner, Un^- 
ampibd in 5 her ':.corres^ndence:' - And * ooufehts 
©f the letter were fhore startling than* its exterk^.' 
It began: * ' " 



! ! 
■| t , 


’ '■ t r,» < ( 



Madam, — Hereto itJi iPe send di 

evidence ^hich has ' coWie tM 

right of remmikdsr^ 

Byelvffk omi gd§skpsioi$^\ 

entail mas settled J&M,^ 

rdjis 'fi¥st aaemm €0 gtM 'aS^W^ sale 'and isstte of 
Maurice Christian Mgcltffe. We, arh of suc- 

cess ik ths proshciauM^ tf X >dkiM,^^idMck^ will 
tovyovL id th^ poSsessmW' of PdMe, 

lamest j of from fida to -sbc^ ihoustk^pOr dnnurtd 

* t ' s ' : ' * ' Hi I - t ! ' 



» » ■ 


■■j-' V ; 


It w4s at this^ point ’ that Esthet/ vth</'w4fe rbadiUg 
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aloud, let dier . hand fadl.with, the letter on her lap 
and with, a. palpitating,, heart looted at her: father 
who looted again, in silence that lasted for two or 
three minutes. > jA. certain terror' was upon them 
both, though-, the thoughts that , laid that, weight on 
the tongue of each, were different. 


It Was Mr Lyon who spoke first. 

This,: , then, , -IS what the man named Christian 
referred to,.- I distrusted him, yet it seems ho spoke 

Lut, said Esther, whose imagination ran neoes-, 

sanly to those- conditions of wealth which she, could 
best appreciate, “ do tiiey mean that the .Transomes 

W0id4,h6 turned^ont , of Transome, Court,, and that 
I,shonld: g:0,:andvliye: there:?,, „Lt seems quite an 
impossibla tlijng.’* • 

^M.^May, ^ildj„Lknow .not.,; I am ignorant, it- these 
and, . tha, thought oLworidly grandeimfor.:yon 

hath more of terror than of gladness for me, , Meyer, 
theless we must duly weigh Ml things, not consider- 
1 ^. aught that; hefa% ts .ftS;,% ts^tet -event, but -rather 

as, an, .occasion for 4dthfuh stewardship. Let us eo, 

fo.my,, Study, amd ■consider this writing further.” 

.„\Lfe)-IS,ihfo anneun-oement, which, to Esther, seemed 
a^OTPWd as if it .had fallen from the, skiefe:^e, 

^ ^.-.jaade ,to, her by splicitossj 

Q9wJnyj,th^.old Jawy^ 

^nen^,a,^,patmr4..tha|«.t»^-,fogMfy^^ 

^‘^ny.W.1iiasWQ;^4on>33ie,_sfo35e.t ,^?orker, of the ap- 
r'®nt, ®«f^^«t-«i^- 'JoW,on,,who, on the very 
Jy When he wrote to give his patron, Mr Jermyn, 

tliat a bill wa^. likely , to be filed 
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in Gliancery against liim, had carried forward with 
added zeal the business abeady commenced, of 
arranging with another firm his share in the pro- 
fits likely to result bom the prosecution of Esiier 
Bycliffe’s claim. 

Jermyn’s star was certainly going down, and 
J ohnson did not feel an unmitigated grief. Beyond 
some troublesome declarations as to his actual share 
in transactions ‘in ’^vhich his Aame had been used, 
Johnson saw nothing formidable in prospect for 
himself. He was not ;^dihg fo' Be nfitied, , though 
Jermyn probably was- he was not- a ^^highfiyer, but 
a mere climbing -bbd, who could hold on and get 
his liyeliHood just as well if; his wings were (tiipped 
a little. And, in the mean time, here was some- 
thing to be gained in this Byoliffe'-lmsin^s^^'^^^Mt^ 
it was not unpleasant to thinkj ^as la nut tliatf J er- 
myn had ^intended to kefep f3r his’ own parCioular 
cracking, and which would be rather a severdnstom 
ishment to Mr Harold Transome, whose * /manneife 
towards respectable ‘agents were iBuoh .aS'd-eaye^ a 
smartiin"' a-ihn-'of 

tlndef. thd^sttmulus- bP sMaMi nfiany-^lsced mbiiyes 
like theseij * grealt iddali df Btisinesd I hai® be^s rdctie 
ib the world' by i^eikolad ■ and, 1 in IBS#,* el^n-ishayeh 
hien,' whose* names arb ob ^haarityJisisJ and w:H®ddhot 
knbw that ‘ they* jare-i'kasA Mr Johnssh’sibharacter 
Was not much more exertional than’ hisfdoiible'^chini 
■i'hlo feystdm, -'^eligious^or political/ I -believd^ teB 
lAidiit down iasfia) principle 'that al'Mnem are:' alike 
birtuous) Or * event * tMa^t* aE 1 the t ‘pbople ’ rated foul '£%0 
hbuses* %re an dionourrlo 'their t 1 1 ^ ^ ? 



534 


f' 


FBIiX ,■ HOKFi ■■ 

t ■ 1 

' ^ i i ^ f • 5 . i ' ' ^ ^ 

Si‘ i ' i i' ■'"‘■.I *1 Ifcl i • i 


' LL 


■■ I I 


.'.■rj.ii"'!*'?- j Jrv 


1 * '“•■ ■• (.T'.- 

i '-i t , _ ■ J ^ J t I * ) 


« i ; . J ] . .' 


; i f 


J'l 


' ^ 


■ . i 


-.1 


. , i 


: i 


CHAPTER XXX Vni. . 


? ' 


T1i 9 down we rest on in pjir aSry.^roams^. , , . . 

Has not been plucked from birds liiat live and smart: 
*1^is but warm snow, tlmt m^ts not. , !, i ^ • 


i ” ‘ M 


5 , 


Tn&.^lorj anijfeiie .prdepedt JO-¥eale(J to.; B,sth4r 
&© she ^d.iieji/aiilier.^tii4ie(3 

togetiierf Imd ; -lAad^; ^a- limpres^ion very 4i& 

fertot ::fooiaawlia^ sIi^i.liad/foeeiCL .^g^d 

; mmy‘ 4ay|-dr4aBjis : ^Mel ^ effeet/ 

aic^add^ eleFa^ioa, -mt^railk and .rforti^ei , ,Jl:e^r 

liad ' Itr^d^d* iftie i by 

irhieb .feiioii <^id2ibei.|%(|a^^ 

fact, the change had seeaiddMhiipossihfe.:tQ'her,^.ex^ 
eept:-m heJr^^tife^f[™ate.-IJtopiapwhw^^ otiier 

; with delightful ; results, \r;mdep€iBh 
, But • her niiiid hdid r fixed j ihsehf 
r tbe^;signs 

' thd' rvery Aat 

; and -seen herself, 
f^ofC cushions, in the crystal 
p®aei that r^fe^ed a, long drawing-room, where, the 
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conservatory flo worst and . the pioture^- of Jiafir wom^ 
loft her stiR with the supremacy of :charnn-t. She hetd 
trodden the marbl6'hr;ii gravel of ^heri 
and the, soft, deep tnrf of.her lawnj. ehe 
her servant^ abont her fiRed wiRi adoring, 
because of her kindness, as well, as her grace' and 
beauty 5 i hgd had several* i accomplished 
cavaliers 11 ^ 1 . suing j for her hand one' *,-of 

whoi^r TOitipg. yery high birth with, .long,, dark: 
eyelashes -yiiid the. niost distinguished talents^ slie 
secretly jneferred, ^hQugh his. pride i ^d,, 

dpred m ^^vowah ^{h.i^?igpRedjt^^ ipe 

^^„t^^^1i0R«-ni3^h%i^hn:i^ses ''shs;. hadi hads in 
her brief ;life- ,as a fepiiiy. gQ,yer|ie$S, .^enppilied. ther 

ready faculty with details enough - of delightMistiJI 
life to furnish her day-dreams ; and^ouo&e 
not, like , Esther, : a strahgj nafurial, 
susceptihility; ito wards ; isnoh things, and haS' 'at. the 
same time suffered from the presence of jC^posifce 
cpn^^ons, can understand , how. powerfully those 
minor accidents of rank which, please 
eense : pan p^epccupy the . iurnginatiom m 

: . It seempd; ih^i ajjpbst ? li^ : her i day- 

dreama— apart—m'^tobe fenft jati 
some ,Conrh fet nw t^sat ^fanop^fias^ih^^wing 

realp and the. impo^sibl^;,^p$6^^ 

foynd the halapo^j <rf - her ; ; ireversed ■’ n6w 

that hpr^ ladyhpodi ityafS'i not simply* in lUtc^ia^ she 
found . arrested and laSnfclly > grasjied^ ^ 

the rnpans tkfough whid^ ladyhood was rto foe 
oht^io^ed. , To, h^r ine^erionce . this strange ' Story .of 
air^lie^ted inherifanpes of snch a last representative 
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of pute^Mooded lmeage< 'as^d<i ’TkomaB Transome 
tbo bili-stiofeGr, abbvo all oftlie dispoSBsssioii banging 
over those wbo adtuilly held^ and* 'had expected al^ 
ways to hold, the* health aiid position ' which were’ 
suddenly, annhnnced ' to Be tightly hers^all thesi 
tilings- - made a piotiire, not for ^ her Cvtii tastes and 
feneies to float in with ’Mysiah indul^iice, but ih 
%hich^ sheiwlas' compelled to gas:e on the degrade 
iig hard^ Experience of other homan beings, and oh 
^-hTiMihitlng loss whf^^ %as the’ obverse of her 
wh prohd-' gain. Even in^^hdt titoes • of ■ most nn- 
tronbled egoism Esther shrank' ’flroAi- 'Anything nh- : 
^rierous; and' the- fact that she had a wery lively ■: 

df j llarold ^I'ransome and his gyp^y-oyed bbjt 
ii-hef 3 IA 4 . gave* -additional' distinctness to the 
thonglit titot ‘ if ish% *etotei:"ed they rn-hst depart. Of • 
fee^elder, Transomes she had- a ' dimmer vision, and 
‘necessarily in - the background- to her 




3 - locked, 

- ^ dsteniiig to 

-ffevealmg-ttHknown 
ftasish^? aaa - keirdoai. ■ It ' vtus not that 

»o^< of 'tenounciiig her forteie ; 
tli4ge -toomtfete, oroottdfeiisita-g 
. ^ S3fty 'distitf^ ^lain 

, * titat-rsfe^ csa^ 

awe shut . oBt aav' sohemi-j^'i;,-^; 

* • , . Ejection as much as 

9W'- niimphantyoy in .ftcoeptanoe. Her first father. 



rtuhe' 5 ’ the 
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she learned, had' died disappomted' and. in wron^M 
imprisonment, and an undefined sdhse ^f -iT^tnesis 
seemed half to sanctify her inheritaiide, and' ceAinter- 
act its apparent arbitrariness. ■ 

Felix Holt was present in her mind thronghont : 
what he would say was an ■ imaginary commentary 
that she was constantly framing, and the words fhat 
she most frequently gave him — for she dramatised 
under the ihspiraition of a sadness- slightly bitter— 
were of this kind : That is clearly your destiny — 
to be aristocratic, to be rich. I always saw = that our 
lots lay widely apart. You ' are not fit ' fbr 'jxlve^ty, 
or atfy 'w’brkr *0f difficulty. ’ ''*■ 'But remember* •'^hat' T 
once said' to ^yoil about a vision of' consequences ■; 
take care where your fortune leads you.” •* 

Her father had not spoken since'- they had- ^nded 
their study and disousriori of the ‘Story ' and the 
evidence • aS it ^ was presented to them. • Into ‘ tMs 
he had entered with his usual penetrating activity®; 
but he was so accustomed to the impersoii'ah ‘study 
of naiTative, that even in these exceptional moments 
the habit of Half a century asserted' itself, and he 
seemed sometimes not to distinguish the case’ bf 
Fsther’s inheritance frbm a story in ah cient history, 
tmtii ^bme . detail re'cahed him’’td the profound feel- 
ing thai'd^ great,* great change 'might be coming over 
the life®‘^^f thi^ ' child ^who 'w^as sO olbee to him. At 
la^thb^reidps^ into total - silence, and for eomb thhe 
Hsthef was not mbyed to intemtpt' it. He had sunk 
babk in bis 'chair,' %ith’ hiS hand locked in ber8,*^hd 

" 9 I H f • t 

Wae pursuing a bort of prayerful m'editatiori he 
lifted tip ho formal petition, "blit it Wae' aS'’ lf ilis 
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?igaiii , over. , ihe faot^ he? bad , ba^n 
i^m^id^fring ia the |Goiap4,ny of^a giiide -mady. to in- 
spire and correqt biin.fi H© .was [Striving to* pnrify his 
feeling in this matter from selfish or worldly di’oss 
— ^a striving pybioh is that, prayer;,. without ceasing, 
suye, *to wrest an answer by its, sublime importunity* 

; vfiisre is no knowing how long they might, have 
sat ip, this way, if it had not been . for the inevitable 
Ly4dy reminding them dismally of dinner. . \ . 

iiyeSj Lyddy, we come,'' said Esther;, and then, 
before moving— , , . . 

« Is there any advice you have in .your, mind fox 
me, -father?” .i The sense -of awe was [growing in 
Esthpni. 5er intenaest,. life -was po long^n in .her 
dreams, whero she made things, to r her own mind : 
she. was moving,, in a ^ world charged' with, forces. 
r| f^Not yet, my dear— save this‘:^ that yon ; will seek 
^^ial iilnmination in this juncture, and, above all, 




bpj w^hfol f hat your soul be nof • , lifted j ,up i within 

rightly ^consideredr is, rather ^aP/increase 

oh charge, , and^ a call upon you to walk aloi^ a,path 
which is; indeed, eaey to the flesh, . but dangerous to 
’sfte.spirit,” 

^ ^/f.l^Ouwcadd ‘Always ;live with me, father 
_Spoke ' pnder a strong , impulse — ^ part 
.partty^h^ need to [ grasp at somie^n9^0pa^,l^lrp.; But 
Ae had no sooner, uttered r;th©i?W'^r4^ thap ;jthpy 
.r^d,-a, visipi^, showing! :-.as,,hy anfiaah..pf,i%hA^^? 
.ih.eincongruitypf,;tl^jpast whieh-had created' the 
f^anctities,^an4^p;^eeti9^ j||f { h^r .-'hfe. with that future 
, which > The little rusty old 

<=>fhis Sunday .evening 
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l^pe, dmcflredf dp tihel kitchen-' cHiro^j, ^<>oinmg^ ^ 
live in the midst of gr^ndetir 
fa^fch^i?^ with the grandeilr of h% past iswewr^d his 
long st-rnggling. labours, his vocation,'- ;aigi8d 

vulgarly' accepting an- existence unsuited to 


Esther’s face flushed with the excitement of 
this vision/!an<i its, reversed dnteipretatiop', wMth 
five months ago ; she would have been inoapaMe <of 
teeing. : Her^ question . tt) her father seemed like a 
mockery; she l^as ashamed. He ^^nswered slowly-^ 

* “ Tbpoh not ithat ,t <hQrd . yet, ohil^ . : I linilStt 
tO( thinfc : bf ! thy ’j Ibt'i ho<^rdiug. : tp, the 
Frevidenoe^ ; l We^vWill ? rest fwhile . from ithe sub|ect'| 
«lnd I will seek (OaliUne^s rn my ordinary i f[ 

'/ 'The i-nextr morning;,^ more wae^,said.jl-lfe 

HyoU' was .absorbed in his;sei^Qn-making,, fp^ 
near the en4ofi;thqitmekvl andiBs&fr ejWfged to 
atte^ /to«;lie]|fpupii^hn Mr& Holt 'came by.mvita^on 
withiIittletJob)itb,lhate ^hbir dinner of roast^meait ; 
9^(i^,^fter mU(S3:;of what the minister eallediuhfirofitt 
able ;disoourse,' ^he- was -quitting :the -house 
h^tened ibaok astonished, ifede, ioiileEH^r 
Eybn 4nd iE^theit who^ werq jaheady*. in i wonder M 
ora^ng^ ; thun4el“ing • sobnds on tthe pavement,' Ihat 
there: Was a .carri^©! {Stopping and stamping at- ^he 
entrjf into MalthbUse Y^ flail sorts of fine 

hverieB,”^pi!d a i iady,- and ’ gentleman - ■ inside. ^ s ,Mi! 
Eyonrjafld :Estlieii( looked lat^ each bther, botii haf i^ 
the same name in their minds. 

1 ?• H'it'S.^Mr«'I&afiso]|jesor somebody else as is- great, 
Mr i Ey on^ ’ f- urg^^ - iMm ‘ HoJh^ ^ ^ youdl , rem^ber - my 
so% and say. fee’s - gOt a; motlw with a bharacter they 
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majiitiqiiTre into dd muoH as they like.' ■ r And’ nevej] 
iniM wliat’FeHx.says^ifol* h’e^^ ^o masterfakhe’d stay 
in pHson and -be ti^nspdrted T^lietiier i or rtd^ only td 
have iiis own way** i For it’s*; not to .be;thotight,-hut 
what the' ^reat’ people; could' '^et ■ him ' off if -they 
would ; and it’s very hard with - a Eihg in the- dountry 
abdigdl the texts in FroVerbs about the* King’s coun- 
tenance, and Solobron and; the live baby-^ - ■ - 

Mr Lyon lifted tip his hand depreoatihgly,' and 
Mrs-' Holt retreated from the^parlonr-door to a corner 
oi the kitchen, the outer, doorway beihg' occupidd by 
Dominic, who wae- inquiring- lif Mr and "Miss Lyon 
v^ere 'at home, and could receive Mrs 'Transoihe and 
Mr Harold Transome. While ©omihic wbnt ^baok 


td' the carriage^ Mrs Holt escaped’* with hen^itlny 
oompandon to Zachary’s, ' the pew-opener, observing 
to Lyddy that she knew herself, ahd vras= ndt that 
woman to stay wherO^ she- might not be'-’wintedq 
wheretfpon Lyddy, differing fnhdaMehtally//aldrhbni 
isliedfhef ’ parting ear ; thalt it sh^ifehew 


hdrself to be- dust hndi ashfs^^ilenlly 
af^lication of this remark; tOi^Mrs FransOme as 'she 
saw the tali' lady sWeep innrrayed in-her rich blank 
fdr, ' with^'^ad Ifine gbntieman- ‘behind Fer 'whose 
■tMoktopfcnob^Of wavy hair,; sparkling ring, dark oomi 
^nd <^nerbl air ; of worldly ■ sexaltation “ un^ 
©ffinee^od-i smth ■ dhapel, w ere' painfully kiE^geg^y8^*/feb 

i^ddy of* ' Herody ’ FdntiuS' Rlafejto^ 


Gkdlio. 



U-jiO' nt- Oilifif? ‘Mfjj 


^ * Harold'' Fransomey ? - greetingoj^stHer ^ ^ gracefully, 
presen'ied his mother, whofeb ea^le^like’ glance, fixed 
her; from ‘the fhst moinent of entering, seemed to 
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Esther to. pierce her through. . Transom e hdrdly 
noticed Mr Lyon, not from studied hsuightiness, but 
from sheer mental inability to eonskier himr— as a 
person ignorant of natural history is unable' to con- 
sider a fresh-water polype otherwise than as- a' sort 
of animated weed, certainly not fit for table. But 
Harold saw that his mother was agreeably struck by 
Esther, who indeed showed to much advantage. 
She was not at all taken by surprise, and maintained 
a dignified quietude 5 but lier previous knowledge 
and reflection about the possible d^'>ossession of 
these Transomes gave her a softeiand 
thnni. ^lioh tin^d hisr, manners very.ag!reeafel;fj 
Harold polite to the minister, throw- 

ing ont a word to make him undersbind that he had 
an important part in the important business which 
had brought this unannounced visit; aiid the- four 
made 1 a group seated not far oflT each other near tlm 
window, Mrs Tramsome and Esther being on the sofa. 

■ , -fSYon must be astonished at a visit from me, Miss 
Lyon,’^ Mrs Transome began ; seldom come -to 
Treby Magna, How^ I see you, the visit is sM un- 
expected pleasure ; but the ? cause of my coming is! 
business of a serious nature, which my- son will com- 
municate to you.” , ! . ii , - 

I ought to begin by ' saying, thatvwhait; I MVe to 
announce to you is the reyersh of/ disagreeable, Miss 
Lyon,” said Harold, vdth lively ease. " I don’t sup- 
pose the World would consider; it very good news^for 
me; hut a rejected candidate; ; Mr Lyon/’ -Harbld 
went on, turning graciously to the minister, ^^^begins 

to be inured to loss and misfortune.- ^ ^ ’ i 

S 
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^ I [Prbtyy * Baid ^ Mr ' Juyon,! witlr 'a * ' sad 

soMmBit.j’, ^ \ yorir - al lasion * *liatli‘ * a grie^'Oa^ ^ beaming* 
for me, but I iwill not’ 'retlird ynaur jf>reseut piirj^Ose' 
"fcy furtlier iromarfo^'^' ^ ’ - ' ■ ; * ■ ■ ' 

You -will neyer gufess wliat I have to disclose; 
Haid Harold, again looking at Esther,' ^HinlOss, in-* 
deed, you have had some previous intimation 'of it.’^ 
“ Does it refor to law and inlieritanbe ? - ' said 


Esther, with a smile, Hhe was ali'eady biightened 

* "J 

by -Haroldls manner., The news seOmO'dito bo iosmg 
its obillness; anid to l>e something really' ‘beloilgmg 
to warai, comfdrtable, iirfceresting life. ' * ■ ^ ^ ’ ' 

“ Theh you have already heard of it ? ’’'said' HarOld!,’ 
inwardly vexed; '.but sufficiently prepared hot to seem 

'I’d'’ * 


: ,“,Only yesterday^? ! said lEsther,^ quite simplyp 
received ai letter from Isom© lawyers TOth 'a* statement' 
of many suiprisin g things, showing that’ ‘1.- ■ was ^ an ; 
heiress, f^r^here i she hurhed very prettily; addiress 
Mra.Tj^nsom®^'- which, as you mayairngine^'i# one 
of the last things'. I bouldfhay <& &u|^©sed'ihysMf ib?fee421 
.■n My deaq> fsaidi Mrs> Transoinewilh eiderlj^ grieej 
j ust laying . her’ i liand? i for db insfant ^on * l^t-hbr’s j it ’ 
is .a lot that would ; bedoines'yOm^ admimbljo’^' ■ ^ - i ! , t 

Esther blushed, and said playfully^ • • r ^ !f ih ' : i ^ 
0 “ Oh^ I ibcfow:! i t itps^ffiuy i ^ vdth ipoiln ds 
ar-yMr,' » ffote ‘‘fc ? tof ‘ .> padoei ; of f mothksg* ^ beypnd 

, /L. 'n .Iji’/ud'l ■ ' fOvJ'fv-l 


r itnl? I 


I • Her ^fetb©r;.'sat ^ docking ■ < her t th^oi%h /iiis ^ fepeo 




tl^lesl Istrctei^ hJ^ chindfiiitjwah afma,53ing to Herself 
th^„:She' was'taJdngtso 'lightly how what had coused 
her such deep emotion •y^teo'day. 
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I flaresaj, theipt/’ said: IJarold^ /f y.Qiii aile 
fully pQs^es^ed . of partiouligu 

luy.motlaer and I. li^ed oniy, 1 ^@H yi^l3|/,iri^|«#|>*one 

elst^iican ted ;you-T"tliat is, wliat are>d^r ,a#i 4 l^ 

-^ngs* aiiditwisdes iin<j 6 r ,th<^e new . and xnaej^pei^d 
eiroumstanoes,'’’, , : s,; ^ „:. ■>!# .<? 

a^jn2iast:iaft3cioi^ Esther^ \titii ^-gtove 

fb^autifel Qf ■ i^speet .> to. Mrs Trar^onxorrrfbniost 

anxious on that point., . Ind^d, bei*tg oficdnrsoi in 
unoertainty abont it, I have not, yet hnown! whether 
J could ,re|oioe*” Mxs- iTiansoin^’^ 
ened. 3 te. dded',E^tbQriito ll|;i^^ 

prishedih^r ^txlJsay^- ttis^ that ^ihei^ rimy 
jpo .conijc^t, no useless*! expenditure >of naon^. i .rOf 
.conrsei we will surrender what caii> !.b^ t,srighii 0 % 

«qJab^4>r j s:i, ' ' !^ • blii>7/ ,i. 

“My mother ;expres^« our feeling pi^Sely^ Miss 
byon^'t saidfHwl4 / j*iAndd'm;Snte,i'Mr:Eyoii,’you 
.i-^ill undei^tand our desire.” ^ 3 , . . , , i ; . a . :^-i 
I , tA.ssur(^y, sir. . My daughter ? would P^^se 

dave, bad advice , to ae^k,,a pwcIu^^ 
woald ipyolyeMup ! strifes - .“^e andeavoar^ sir^MnOur 
body?! tp the: apostolip rule . idia^t ; one Chris- 
ten brptiiti^ s^nld ; PPt gq .tq daw ;vTith apotheT> |,; ^and 
, I, , ifor . .npy I p^ift, . WPnW , |€^^pd this ;nile s tO; .alL my 
fellow-men, appreh^di||g !ithatf}^e,. |niaictiqe o our 
^oqinttf is:|d4q consistent with theiiSimplioityt %hat 

.is in.sChrist’h: '5 i ' ;;• aii,''- 

“If it is to depend on my will,” said Esther, 
“dhere ic notliing that would be more repugnant 
to meytban . any ^ struggle on such a,sulgect. But 
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can’t the lawyers go on doing what they wilt in spite 
of me ? It seems that tlds is what they mean.” 

“’Not exactly,” said Harold, smiling. “ Of course 
they live by such strhg^gles as you dislike. But we 
’ can thwart them determining not to quarrel; It 
is desirable that we should consider the affair to- 
gether, and put ' it^ mto the hands of honourable 
^solicitors; ' I assurd you we Transomes ' not 
contend -for what is not' our own.” - i 


'‘“And’ this is what I have’come to beg of you,” 
^id sMis Tralnsome. • “ It ' is that you will come to 
Transome Gourt — and let us take fiill time to arrange 
’matters.: * • ' Do' oblige me : you shall nbt be ’ ttazed 
more: than yoil like by an old' woman r 'ybn shall do 
'|tst asi you please, and become acquainted with 


your future* home j since it is to be yours. ‘ I cahdeH 
you a world of things that you will want to kUDW'; 
and the business ^ can proceed properly.”: ' ’ 

u* ;,^^J[>o^cbn46nt,” 'said Harold, with' winning brevity. 

Esther was flushed, and her eyes* W^ete bright. It 
was iinpossible for her not to ’feel 'that dhe^'j^dpbsal 
' was a more tempting step ’ tbWalMs her ch. mge’bf 
’Condition than she cOiild hafd thought of before- 
harid ’’Bhe had ‘ forg she was* in any 

‘trouble;* Bub she dobkM^ toward^ her ‘father; Who 
Wa8^agaiil strokhig' his'cMn, as was-hiSI habit ’^hek 
he t^as ’ doubting ’ delibetatihgj ' ■ ; c ‘ ^ ^ a 

* : hope^you ' do hbt‘ disapprove Of*MiS'i 

granting us this favour?” said Harold ^'to'' -the min- 
dsteh'd 


; i’"' 


' * ^ ‘ I f ^ ’ have* nothing ' * to ' oppos e to itj sir, if my 
Eebs own nkind is’ clbar as to her course.” 
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’ : ! will oome — no With ins/” said; Mrs f iKfiKBL- 

isoitjie'j pei'suasively. ^^Yoh wiH g^GK^tedk iwitti ns -‘ in 
• the carriage.” * I ' . ' • ; ^ I .ry.i i ]j| in - ' 1 ■- 

■ Harold was 'highly -gratified with the ..perfiotidn 
of his mother’s manner on this occasion WhieH be 
had looked forward to' as difficult. *Smo4^he bad 
come home agaiii, lie had never seen: her! p 0 *;.i 3 hfutli 
i at her ease, or ; with so imnch benighancy in hef face. 
Theisecret lay in the charm of Esther’s sweet, ybung 
deference, a sort of charm that had not before en- 
tered into Mrs Transome’s > elderly: i life*.- . i, i Estheils 
ipretty behaviour, it must h® conffesMdpWii^ll^^^ 
j <eimjtirely|i jEronai lofty ineiral ^soriroesi5;;c^eruand' abe^ 
her ieklly ^ gendrous- 1 feelirig,; ; ^ - enjbydd Mf sj ^Triki- 
. some’s accent, the high-bred t][uietn ess of her '^speseoh, 
the delicate odour of her drapery. She » had^ ^always 
' thought^ that life -must be < particularly fea^y if mhe 
could pass it among refined people';’ .*and'-'Sp lit 
seemed at this moment. > ■ She ‘ wished^ ; 'unmi:S:edly, 
lt<D» go to Transome Court. . j > ; - ! 

’ '“Since my father has no objection,”*' she '/said, 
M“and' you urge me so kindly. Hut I .must beg : for 
time » to t pack ^ up a < feW clothes.’? . . ; ; - u i i ^ ^ i ' / > ! - j 
' i 0 By all' means^” said Mrs Traiisome. ^ ' fhWd ■■ are 
.not at’sall preyed.”/.!...' - --a-ifj i- 

: h Wlien 'Esther j : hhd ; deft ■ the rOom, ■ * HarbLd * said, 
Apart from: ' Our . immediate reason for coming; Mr 
1 lEyon; I ; coiild have. Wished to see you' about these 
: unhappy consequences: - of ^ the election- cohtest. * j . But 
you will understand' that ' I have been > muchi prd- 
/ occmjlied with privates affairs.”’ ’ - ‘ ' . . . ; ; : i - ’ < 

“You have well said that the consequjences - are 
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And but for/a reliance 6li €c>m4thing 
jffiieneitiian human calcuktion, I. know. not iwhiela,:;! 
should most bewail — the scandal which wrongAaling 
« has brought on right - p>rinciples, . ,or the snares which 
•at laid- for . the. feet of a yoxuig man who is dear to 
i nke. . f One soweth, and another reapeth^’ is a verity 
-Ihati applies! to e.vil as well as good.” .. : - ^ j 

. ; ; f f Yoti are- referring to Felix Holti • I shave ’ not 
•neglected.'/ steps to secure the best legal help for 
the ^prisoners ; ; but I am given to understand tlmt 
.Holt rfefiseS any aid from -me.- I hope hei wiibnot 
I go rashly-to work :in speaking in his .' 0 ;Wni defence 
without any legal instruction^ It i i4 an -opprobrium 
f^idtiTidiw Ibhat.rno oaunseliis allowed- to ple^ Jon the 
, prisoner- • hi* ■ casesi : of felionyw - A ready . tongue* i may 
,4o al mto las ; laauch ha^ih - as - igdod ' in- 1 a court <lf Jus- 
.tioe.o: He piques himself bn making a displky^ and 

* displays -a little^ top much.” ; ; * . . . ; - i i ■ ; - , 

,, / l you i know/ him' no said tlie little miinister, 

in his deeper tone. He; w6aldaaotiac(i6pt| even- if 
. it ; : were . aocorded^i ^ a defence I whdreia tbe / tniilh* was 
I screei^d on i avoided, — bbt s ftom ai vainglorious 'spirit 
of self-exhibition, for'Afedhath ^a! singular* jdineoj^^^s * 

* and simplicity- of speech ! '] but from.' -an* to ^ 

a profession wherein a man may witho:p‘|' seek 

the. wicked -for arewakd|f aisdltake away the 
tifig^ii^QUStness’ ; of the rightefouss ifibnar Aim. ” 
i^-fftn^sialpity- a fin© yolingf^^bEowJshduld do himself 
ih^ikm , fey I kreatibsd Aotiomskof - that » sort. I could at 
-teqst* have? I -pdoouried fthOi-iadvantagb of first-rate 
consultation. He didn’t look to me like b dreamy 
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is liG dreamy j rat]ier, :Jds ’6s:cess . Jiee- i® 
being too practical.” -..M ,,1 

Well, I liopo you will not CDcourage^ 3 i:^:da iu'ch 
irrationality : the (question is not one 
sentation, but of adjusting fact, so as to raise 
the power of eviclende. Don’t you see thatf^!^' I * 

I do, I do. But I .distrust tiot Felix * < Holt’® 
disoemment in regard to his own case. .Me- builfe^ 
3 ioit on doubtful things, and hath no rilusdry iKypes 9 
on the contrary, he is iof a to0:scorn£ul lincredtfelit^. 
where I would fain see a mojfei (Wildlife, ^1*0# 
hb' will hold no belief i witlK:iHt "^oslaon^ cpires|6>i3iilng 
there^ ; I aio^ thd ©desisiofe of/ h 40 ifetualn f^ I tkis i 
native place tat a^ time* which has proved 
no other than his resolve to kinder tire sale mmd 

drugs, which, had chiefly supported s his ‘ But 

whieht.; jm better knowied-^e showdd^ hial be’* 
niei63us to the human fibme^ Ode undert©dfc*-hr 3 u]^ 
port her by his own labour: butj sir, d • pin^ ^oti tm 
ihark — ^and old as I am, I will not deny ^.t]r»i 
young man insiziuets • me herein-!---! pray -ybu fid 
the poisonous cbnfusioh of go6d and e vil*wfei<^ 
\tide-ssi!reading effebt oP vicites ipraeticesj ^ ^iEhil^lugh 
the 'izsb ; of unduk: eMctfoneering means-^bbrneittiB^ 
which,! however, I do not; laecu^ <youJ farther 
of having' acted thenpartn of bkhr^ whoi tWaShes ' his' 
hauicia : wh» : he • delivers! 1 up ; td f : others exei^se 

of an iniquitous iKJwer.^^ Felix B T witf^nofl 

goruple to i say} the innocent victim * of * a 'riot *;fatid 
that deed of striM hbnesty, * whereby ' he ■ 'itodk y 'oif 
himself tlibf < chatge^ of hi^ aged mdthet/ iSeems * how 
lo ha<Yk deprived her of sufficient bread, and is; even 
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an occasion of reproacli to him from the weaker 
brethren.” ' 

I shall he proud to suppty her as amply as you 
think desirable,” said Harold, not enjoying this lec- 
tura 


“I will pray you to speak of this question with 
my daughter, who, it appears, may herself have 
large mefeius at command, and would desire to min- 
ister to Mrs Holt’s needs with all fnendship and 
deliedoy.' i* For .the present, I can take cai'^ that she 
lacks nothing essential.” . : 

...As Mr ;Lyon was speaking, Esther re ^-’ehteredy 
eqtipped for her drive. She laid her hand on her 
fathejfsM aria, and said, b Your will; let * my jjupils 
know *at -onoe, . wiUbiyioo,* fathto^ '^fn to; it i i 
! r ; Doubtless^ s said^ 'thd * old * Inldn, , trem- 

WingMa little; miider the feeling that this departure 
o||tEsth6^^|wd® 'a drisis. Nothing again would be 
as i:t ‘i^rbeeh :in their mutual life. But he feared^ 
tMt be; wasj being mastCredi - b;^ ai tbo tender self- 
regai^d, and str uggled 4o kebp i himself; mlmv ; t i o < • 
nlifa , Transbrae hnd Harold had both risen. ; 


;|^‘f;Iifybu are quite ready^ Miss Lyon,” said Haroldy 
divining that the father and daughter would like 
t€^;jimve an,, unobserved moment, I will take niy 
ni<ilther i to the icarriage, ; and cpme back * for yon.^^ <■ - 


thby were aloney ; Esther put* her 'hands- oii 
hen ftl&eFs shonlddrs and' kissed him’; ►»■.,. . . ; i i ! . 
isi will!not!ibeA grief to yoiv, I /hope, father? 
4tl is/ bettelr ' that -I should » go ? ‘ > 

' ani ’ weak ^ But lI would ^ fain bd 


in 





hfua ^joyn^l^Taite apart froni -thehafoiidents ol 
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my aged earthly existence, which, indeed, is a petty 
and almost dried-up fountain — whereas to the re- 
ceptive soul the river of life pauseth not, nor is 
diminished.’’ 


Perhaps you will see Felix Holt again and tell 
him everything?” 

“ Shall I say aught to him for you?” 

“ Oh no ; ogly that^'Joh Ttidge, has^a little flannel 
shirt and a box of lozenges,” said Esther, smiling. 


^^Ah, I hear Mr Transome coming back, I must 
say good-bye to Lyddy,' else she ydll br^^ oyer’'‘my 


hard^eart.” ^ 

9 ^ ^ ^ ti’k* jt “ 

, all the g]:ave 'tiiof.'Lglits that . had bebn^ 

Esther felt it a very pleasant as well bb new ex^ 
perience to be led to the carriage ty Harold 'Jiianr 


some, to be seated on soft cushions, and bowled 
along, looked ' at adlmiringly iahd :defere^tiaHy by -a 
person opposite^ whorti it /Was agreeabloi to , look at 
iniretum, and 'talked tolwith suavity £md livehness. 
.Towards what prospect was thats easy {carriage 
really leading her? She could, not be always .ask- 
Ing herselfi Mentoivlike questions. Her young bright 
nature; • was * rather .weary, of * the . jSadnes^ that. ; had 
grown heavier :in; these last weeks, like a ehill white 
mist, hopelessly . vieiling ; the ; day.» : i . IfeJi i fortune W;as 
beginning to appear worthy of being called good 
fertnnei She had ! come • to a' new -stage in? her 
journey 5 a new day had arisen i on - new , soenes, 
and her young, untixed' spirit was ifellj of curiosity. 



550 


muix HOIjTi 


> ’ i ] 


' j ; f 




■ f ) > 


'fJ:; -1 ! 


GHAPT12E 'XXXIX.' 


' J 




5,.! 


N<)iinan belieW that BUBy-tcxtured knowledge and skill— as ii just idea 
of the solar system, or the _[)o\ver of i)aiiiting llesh^.or of reji^clhig written 
liariuouies— can come late and of a suUdeu ; yet iiiiiny will not stiek' at 
believing that happiness can eonie at any day and liour solely by .'a 
disposition of events; though there is nought less capable of a nmgieai 
lirodnction than a mortal’s happiness, wliich is liiaihly n c...uuplex ul’hhbii.- 
ualjelations and dispositions not to be 'fvpjOught.byi^w^ Ifrof^.fi^reigp tert$, 
or any whirling of fortune's wheel for one on ^vhose brow Time has written 
I'ei^bly. off «<! h‘*l 'hi ,0 n-m-m-.- 

' r *1 f I 






Sdisfe days after 'lE^tller's: arrival at Transorn'e Cyal-t^ 
©eriMeiv(*iiiyig-t»:;dress 'Mrs Transome before dian^f 
•^'a;}iiboiir>«^i lOVe'for Tt^bieh 'She- bad 'ample' deisure 

libr ■ luistressi eeiatedi 'wfitli ’more-thau 
^■er of'*iJt mkrbte aspect '®f%elf-al3^oi-bei(l‘'sdffeM®g, 
Which *)i itli$ ttdtting'-wdmaii’-s' kileiiiob^rvation had 
Wn'*^<hiallyi'jntehsifying itself during the past 
■vhcbfc.bii§hei 'Itt tapped at the door without hav- 
d®f teai'ifetarfionedj Und slie- had- ventured -to enter 
had Heard no voice saying “ Gome' ind' 

' TraiiBorae bad on a ddrfc' wafin dreseln^- 
.gewnf banging- in 4hicki'Mds‘'abOTtt):her,;audiBhe 
■Ws- 'Seated- H^ore-a-iniiTor Wfaichifilledia-panol Iktti 
the floor to the ceiling. The room was briglit with 
the light of the fire and of wax candles. For some 
contrary to Her usual practice, Mrs Tran- 
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some had hersolf unfastened iher atopid»t-gjfeffha«iif I 
which rolled backward in a pale sunless stred'^iioveh 
het?: dark dress. She was > seated hefor^n Ae^ ii 

UK • 

apparently looking ^ at ’ herself^ her brdw knife n 
deep furrow, sand- her jewelled haiids laid One ■ ab<w>e/ 
the^ other, on her toee.i i hrobably shd had eeaisfed to:» 
sjee the. reflection in the mirror, hor her -eyas had Aei 
fixed; .wide-open look that beh>ng8l nc^ do t exanriakv 
tion, but to reverie. Motionless in that way, her^ 
clear-cut features , keeping i distinct i reccu-d^ of 
bea%ity, she* : looked like, an* - iwhgb 

suns^jirathefr 


bleached by: 

ingjvwoiMn^ ’ who had numheBcd/fhei yeara ^as?dl)iey 
pdsSed, . and had a consciousness I within lier 
was the slow deposit . of those ceaeefe^ioil 
years., ■ i' .f': nr, 

Denner, , with; all ‘ her i ihgraihbd and . t 
reserve, could not help showing signs that- ibe, iWas 
SJba^led, when, peering from between her-haifcldsed 
eyelids, she; saw the motionl^s: image iii 
opposite to her . as fshe. entered, s Horigenifei: 
oi f tills* iddar! ihad nob iouyed her ’ jEnistiless,i • 4b * vrhoHit 
tiiel sdnsationd ©hnnefiSf fpr^feince^ 
ns- littie disterbiiig * as Ihoke of i a favourite catJ f 

tifee slight ory^ tffldrthe /staib ^reflebted ihi ttif© *glh^ 

whret unubual enough to s break? the! reverie c MiM 
Tlr^nsOaie; moVed,* ile^d back: in heir chair,] dnd 

■ * i So you're come at laat, Denner ? * .s’, : * .4- >• * - : 

„ i H Yes, inadam ' ; it is ‘hot late.* ■ ’ Pm; ’ sony -you 

shotiM haye undone yOur- hair' yourself*’ ; • ■ ; ' - " 

-TfOI undid it to see what an old hag I aim * These 
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fime ttlothes .yoirput on me, Denner, are only a smart 
Bhroud.’’ ^ ' V. : ^ , 

' Pray don^t' ialk sGy madam. If tliere’s anybodv 
doesn t think it pleasant to look at you^^' sb much the 
worse for tHend. - 1 iFot my part, I’ve .'seen no : young'' 
ones fit to Ihold Up your train. Look at your dike- 
nesls ‘ down below ; and though you’re older now, 
whait ! signifies ? ' I wouldn’t be Letty in the^ scullery i 
because she’s igot red cheeks. She mayn^t know 
sfee% a- ;^oor‘ creature, - but I know it, and that’s 
dnough for me : I Icnow what sort of a dowdy 
dikggletail . she’ll be in ten years’ time. ' I would 
change with nobody, madam. And if troubles were 
put 'Up to market, I’d sooner buy old ihaif .It’s 
something to Lave seeni thd' wdrst.f > ? - > k ■ . 1 , 

“ A woman never has seen the worst till she is 
oMf 5 iBenner, f * ; said' 'Mrs Transom e, bitterly. 

«Th#fke^iHMe waitingw was not clear-ass 
i^o^thh*Gkl8e* of her mistress’6 added* ibittemess ; but 
she ; jracrely brought herself t o i ask * questiohs, When 
Mrs/Ti|ansbme' did‘Uot apthorise iihem beglhUino'. 

iher^infOrination. ^ Banks'-the bailiff and the ^ 
heai^aeiiv^ibffhad .nodded and winked a good deak 
av4r the. certainty" that- Mr Harold was “none so 

a subject on which? 
MeM TraDtsome had never made up her mind to speak^ 
dndi Benner toew nothing* definite.; Again^ she feli 
quite sure that there was some important secret com- 

neoted with Esther’s presence in the liouseq' .'Mie 

au^ected that? the olbse * Dominic knew thosebret, 

trusted -than she waa, in spit^ M«helr: 
aervice^ ; but any resentmenfinoin Ithis 
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ground wonld have been an . i reproanh 

against; her inistre^^^, inGonaisient. with/ pinner’s 
creed and -charapter. ,ghe^ incHned 
that Esther was the imniedkte^. canse 
discontent, ■ ■ . ' ’ . ^ 

- ^If there’s anythiitg ^ worse coming , ; to . yonj* . il| 
shonld like to know what it is^ madam,” , she . said^ 
after a moment’s silence, speaking always in tKef 
same low qniok’ way, and keepings up dieiy qujet 
labours. “"VS^’ben I awake ati Oock^row, rd,$pon^ 
have one real grief op ^ny n5ind- than tw#a^il|die.| 
It’S; hotter jknow ; pne’s -rphhedl than to >think s? 

going to Ji)e,^ur:dered ” ' - •./.,! m; o '/..v y,,,. 

I believe you are the creature in the wprld that 
loves me best, Penner ; yet you will 

st^^d what J * atifferi , . It’s ^ ^bf tme,?; yonu 
There’s no folly in you, and no heartaches are>, 
made of iron^’ /flfou have never had any troubled’ 

I’ve had. some of your trouble, madam.’’ ^ - 
, Yes, you good thing. But as a sick-niirs^} ^tfeat/ 
never caught , the .fever. Yaa npyer ‘ev#iiirte<if^' 
child* .r j ^ i I s ■! | f : t » i ? 

fcan feel; for - things I, tievier weaiit thro^ghfl <: li 
used to hor. sorry for hte poor; jErenck* Queen: when 
I was young :;d’d haveifeinfgoljd for -her ito lie warm. 
I know' people haye; feelings i according. to their birth, 
and station. ■ And yo.ii always took things to.heart,! 
madam, beyond, anybody else,, : But I ,hope there’s 
nothing new, to make you talk of the worst-’b '. 

“Yes, Denner,; there is— there is,” said ,Mrs '5ran-' 
some, spealdng in a lew tope of misery, while she 
bent fpr her head-dress to be pinned pm ' . , 
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:it tliis yonni}; lady ? ^ 

%/ \j %./ ■ ' 

“ ■’“‘Why, what, (to ycDTi' 'think ’abcnit' her,’ ' 'i)ehner ? 

Mrs ■ Tran sbmej in a-'tohe of niote'Spitit' rather 
onrions’'to hear wbat'the''t)iW woman ■w6uld"siiyj ’ I’i 
“I don’t deny she’s graceful, and she has 'a 
pretty ' smile 'and "very good 'manners quite 
n^ecountabie''by'what Banlra says about her father. 
I«feno.w n'othing-.'Of 'those Treby townsfolk mysslf- 
bSt”ifort ’ity:'part Pm' jhizzled. I’m fond -nf ’Mr 
Harold. ’ I always 'shall be, madam'. ’1 was-'at"his‘ 
bringing* into the 'wbrfd, and nothing feef ' liiS' doing 
Wrong fay yoir worild turn toe against him. " ' Btlf thb 
servants all say he’s in love with Miss' 'I/yoiu.'* ' ; ■ ." c 

Wfehit'drere tme','Dtenner,”'fiaM'Mrs''Tkiis(5mo, 
en'ergntically; id'I wis,h he.were’ln-'I'ovh witlt 'her;'^' 
that’ she 'chiild n^asteri'himlland'''hia’ke ^hihtdb Irhat 

■'^■©’pl6rised.’tf"‘’''’'''''i! on li'iJ' ■" li'r 

“Thfeh'itistHnd'ferhd^wha'tthey say?'"'" 

“Not trae>>l4i#att.sWe'‘'WiIl’'eV(>‘r’ toSMtei-'l^to; ' No 
etserl'wilh "Hfe '*mll maie-her- fond of him, 

'of 'biini’ 'Ttfat’s-bneIof'>tho’'fMngs'’'yoni 
have never gone through, Denner. A woman’s love’ 

rf al>islayg>'li^«e^g intcPfeat. * Shd wants' everythin o- 
s&eid see^» of-ttotan'gr - ’ This girl has ahne hpirtt’ 
^‘fte^ioftfireland qiride and wh.' Men' hire Suclf 
'th^>’’libe’’hor)56s”that'chainp ftlmibifand^ 
pA'tr’trm' grnurid rI'theyfe-fei more trihinph iii, 'theft-; 

■aastety.' T'Wliat -is! the'hse ‘bf-A.-Womah'S wiH’phrif 

fh'be 

lo»W "'Wod'fWas brtidh*yhen’he'toKrto''#(ini4Tt;^’''V ■ 
s rltetMlS 'lidr 
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peffioi' rank,' her ;graacl person, ^tofliller pjjeromgshlacfk 
eyoa Mrs Tnuisonae had a sense of. imj^ieljiia her 
words which made , them all the mcto - temp|ilrg,uto 
her . impotent aiigtn\ The waiting-woman had^^o^th 
of that awe which could be turned Jinto.delianchl: 


the Sacred Grove w^jts a cOminon thicket to fren u-: n 
' “It mayn’t be goodduck to *be;a' woman/’ slie' said. 
“ But one begins with it from a baby : one gets used 
to it.' 'And I sIiouMn’t like to be a man— to 6ough 
so loud, and stand straddling-: abo&t ' on ha wet? 
and be so wasteful with'meat^andfldriiAJfj-Tlie^’lfe a 
coalTj^ lot^ l! 'tMnli i?i Thl©® ?h'nee(ki’i^ A^fotrble 


,of rrthfe , fmug i llady, temlam}” she; added,' s dfter? * k 
moment’s pause. : , - %r sH' 

“No, Banner. I like her. Jf, that were ri^tl — '1 


.‘should* like I Harold to matery her.. - 
best stlnng. i 1£ the < truth, .were kno^i^nr7-4.and> it r wiU 
he ktoown.:Sean-T 7 -tiie estate is hers by law -r^, such 
jlaW as it is. ^ It’s a strange story : she’s a Bydhffe 
really.” . ; * „i \nun4 


is? .•'}:(! I 


Benner did not look amn^ed^ but went! 
ingher mistress* s; dross,’; as^she sanBrni. 
h; “ Well, !inadw,.I was- Sure*- there - w^ sdmethhrg 
wonder W at : thei bottom; pf )ih* 3 ; ■ And ; tiirildAg the old 


lawsuits and everything else over in my - mind^,;! 
thought the?, law might have , something to do- with 
,iL ! Tinen she is a horn lady S’’.; ' h ■ * : -ih; 

i , “ Yes?; she has good blood in her veins:” * - o i ^ 

, I- if We talked that over in the housekeeper’s* room 
-rHwhat ja Ijand. and an i instep ,she basj , and Imwi her 
^heu4 isrset on heiv shouldei'SH-almosf like yoUr own, 
madam. But her lightish complexion sijpils' herj to 
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mj^ihinking. And Dominie iaid Mr Harold never 
admired tliat sort of woman before. There’s noth^ 
ing that smooth fellow eoiildn’t tell you if lie would: 
he knows the answers to riddles before fhey’re made. 
However, he;knows howto hold his tongue; Fll say 
that for him. Add so do I, madam,” ’ J , - . 

^ - Ye^ yes ; you will not talk of it till other people 
are talking of it,”' : 

I; :<^^Aiid so, "if Mr Harold nkirried her, it would save 
^irfiiss and mischief?” 

“ Yes—about the estate.” ; ' • - , , 


, i^-And he seems inclined ; and she’lli not refuse 
him, TE answer for it And you dike her, madam. 
There’s everything to set your mind>at^r#st.’^‘ " 

• Benner was- putting' 'dhe hnishing-toiieh to Mrs 
Tranfitomys- ' dlfessoh^ & an*Tndiari scarf 

over hdr'shouMers; and- so completing the contrast 

in costume anE^ thb 

di Ae.'^lled'- ’Hecuba - like ■ • woman Whom > she had 
found haE an hour before. ' . / i f 

#est DOMrS’T^nbm^e dald, with febw 
distinctness, moving from the mirror to the window, 
Wii#e^^lhe blind was mot drawn do wn^ and she' could 
*^'4^ 'cME whdtedandscape and the far-off unheed- 


/Ju Dr 


Ea»*ss distressed- by her toistrdSs’s' sitffer- 
fean she could have been by anything else, took 
up wi& a».' Mstinot’ of' a^F4<^on a ' -gold vinaigrette 
vAreh ’M^- lV^ liked to carry with her 


’ D ' -1 . I. r I 


npri to fer jpttt t it into ^ her - hand *g^ntly. 
■Ife® TransoHie grasped the little woman’s -hand Imrd, 
sMod-h^dat-fsoi-'-'* ' iij-K ■ dsi.ft! ii h.<ii 
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Benner/' she said, in a low tone, “if I could 
choose at this inonient, I would choose that Harold 
should never have been born.” 

“Nay, my dear” (Denner had only once before 
in her life said “ my dear ” to her mistress), “ it was 
a happiness to you then.” 

“I don’t believe I felt the happiness then as I 
feel the misery now. It is foolish to say people 
can’t feel much when they are getting old. Not 
pleasure, perhaps— little comes. But they can feel 
they aro forsaken — why, every ’fibre iii me seems to 
be a memory that makes a pang. The}^ can feel 
that all the; ilovet dn their dives ' is tumied to hatred 
sor contempt.” ' - . • 

“Not .mine, madam, not mine. Let what ‘Would 
be, I should want to liveifor your sakb,i fi)r'feariyc?ti 
should have nobody to; do for ymi as I Would. ■ 

“ Ah, then^ i you are a happy woman, Denner ; ' you 
have loved somebody for forty ^ars who is old -and 
wealc now, and can’t do without you.” - ' o - ? ■ 

The sound: of the dinnueNgong resounded* ^eloW, 
and Mife Tmnsbme let the fa|ithful hand tail againi*' ' 
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iibiiiumj ; ami th^BOlbirt t& be v^ibood : . -r; n-ui-^liS 
HIw m a woiiiaJi^ tliereforc} tv be won." ' ^ 

-^^en^2/ Vi- ' 

• ■•ftsaner iiml Jjad a .suspicion -that -Esiiheifs 

at 'J’ransoine Court was not agte^iehto Jitw 
it ww Maposeabieit (tb,»iianf.(.a rti.w tfg^cfa a 

fe) i A® : other ! aaeiblterh' o{ tlib 
h*ir and little Harry tliore was- an 

Idw^fehead, ^eat Llack 

/ Aicis: to- 

Iimmm aieitiuUiked,'.an(JfiHfeis- 
.thioso Aw,, liked, .'was ; a 
such as Esther had never seen 

’» exiwriftnftT**™?!. ^ ^ equally original in 
« «penence. At first sight her light com 

» aod her blue gown nrohakw i i ^ 

•®ife an! her handf stre+ft 5 

nwias stretched out towards him 

J lie threw thnJu f ^ . ®°f* 

h" as he Mr Ti 

»t tins new-comer wiA the 

JLfon d 
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the ftofa iix flio lilTrary than he te*^her,^ 

anrl tegati’46 ttoat her as an ’*att*F^lff% 
ilatxtrai’ hiato^jV ’kiatched up- hef' diitiU 
browii and' discoTeritig that there a^ 
ear Tinder them,* -piiiehed ' it and blew- iiith d#/ phll 
at her * cor^fiet of plaiti/ 'and seemed do difeco^ei 
satisfaction that it did not grow ’’at ’the ^nimife 


hht heard,’ OTt cdulh be dragged down and^akogytHer 
iihdoiie. • fiiidihg -that ■ • she ' latiglied, tossed- 

him bachf ’Mfesdd, and pretended' ’to Mth 
febtj 'tv^as 'ah -ahimar tliat dihde]i-stk^''fiik^ie%i^hed 
off ‘aiid made ^ ^l>hfhinib‘ **Mng"^y srfeaH ‘hf 

white-ml^h,^^ slfhiini^fe'-' ahds’bifd^ with- ^Moro,* the' 
b!ad% ^'^paiiel^^ to maike her ‘ acqrHiin tan cdi ’ 'Whom-* 
soever Harry liked^ it followed that 
ihttet I fikd ¥• * ^ Gappa;^’^ along' ' witff ^ ‘the’ 

ftte ver,' ‘‘■feas'‘-^part ' df • thO ’■ rhehagene; ■ arid ' ^perhaps 
ehdilrhdf terl^lth^h’ all the -dtlier divO ‘Ofeathtes* ii' 
the' ’ Wy ■ of ' bHhg^ ' tumbled' abOnt'I ’ ' ' l^feeing that' 
ilSther bore ' 'having her tidir * ^Ti!ife< 
ihOtfily, Md that 'Slie *waS'’\Vii#ri^ to 
and beaten, the old man began to eonide 
in his fel^Hlo, ^ihilMgl 
Harry’^s' ‘ rotn£#ktibte!' I^ts't ■lrOW''’'he 
when Gappa 'was aslOOf^,^ iihpinh^d ’a whOieTdrawei^' 
fill' of beetles,' to seW if ifeey WOhid fly aWfiy; then,* 
disgusted 'with^^theh:*'*’sttTpi(lity,- was al^int'to 
theni* 'alt ^Oii ^ the giT)Tnid and ■ stamp bn ' them,' % 
Hoihtnilii 'Mhie id ‘ ' and rescued th esc' valttabfe ^itebi • 
thOhs t 'also, ‘lib w hie hkd sitbtly' watched' ’ 

kt " the* ‘b^ket ' where’'’s^' kfept hot modieinns,' 
and, when she had left it for a little^ wliilO' Without 
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locbng it, had , gone to tli& dvaivers, and. scattered 

half the contents: on. the -floor; But what old Mr 
Transonie thought the most wonderful - proof; of ai) 

almost preternatural.; cleverness was, -that Han- v 
would, hardly, ever, talk, but preferred making im, 
articulate noises, or -combining -syllables- after- a 

method- -of his ; own. - ‘- 

^ “He ;cap talk well enough if he likes,” said 
mppa, evidently thinking that' Harry, liko. tlie 
monkeys, had deep reasons for his. reticence. 

Ton mind him,” he added, nodding at .Esther, 
and shaking with low -toned' laughter- “-You’ll 
hear:. -he -'knows the right names' of things well 
enongh, but he, likes to make his Q^n.|„ilpp^:U give 

yw .one aU to jowself /nflT 

,And when- Harry- -seenmji, tq,-haT6> made: up’ 'his, 
mind I distinctly -that,,Esidier.’8i mme was, “Boo,” Ifr, 
Bransome nodded , at her, with triumphant ’ 

timjis and then tpld|her ,in> adow,,>}rhisper, ,lopking 


Bfi.veE,,Gadi -Mrs, Transome, ‘.‘Gamma,!’ but always 

"R-i+.rv r .. 


, 1 j . ■ ' ' 1 ! 


-..“.it’siw^darful ! ’’-said he, laughing s 
. vjFhe„old iuian seemed so .happy now, in the new, 
world I created for him: by Dominic and Harry, that 

^TWould perhaps have made a holocaust of his: flies' 
^d beetles -if it had been neoessary ip order to keen 
thm hvmgi, lively kindness abqut him., , , .He no .longer, 
^n%ed himself ,, to the library, , but shpffled, ,alQng 
t^fToom to. roQP,. staying .and looking en ,at what 

WigPing forwaird,! wherever, ,he„did not, fimi Mrs 

'^^"—,;aiQn6: ,, ,, ,-„,j . .. - , ' 



TITEf EADICilLi 


5BV 


To E&ther the sight of this feeble-minded^ timid, 
paralytic man, who had long abdicated alii mastery 
over the things that were lus, was something -piteoaisi 
Certainly this had never been part of the fnrnitinre. 
she had imagined » for the delightful aristoomtio^ 
dwelling in her Utopia^. and the sad, irony of.suoh- 
a lot impressed her the more becanse in her fe,thex 
she was accustomed to age accompanied with mental 
acumen and activity* 'Her thoughts went back in 
conjecthre over the past life of Mr and Mrs Tran- 
some, a couple SO', strangely (Afferent /.horn .. each 
other. • . She^ » fttod* it .t impossible' ' to ‘ arrange • their 
existembeJdnvthe seclusioil of this fine park and in 
this lofty .large-rbomed house, where it seemed quite 
lidioulous to be anything so small as a human beings 
without finding it rather dull. Mr Transome had 
dlways? hadf his beetlesy but Mrs Transome — ? It 
was nottleasy to conceive that the husband and wife 
had: ever been very fond of each other. 

Esther felt at her ease with Mrs Transome: she 
was gratified by the consbiousness^for on this .point 
Esthbr w^ very quick-^that Mrs Transome admired 
her, and; looked’ at .her, ‘widi Satisfied eyes.*-: But 
when they were together in* the early days of iher 
stay, the conversation : turned. , chiefly on what hap- 
pened in Mrs Transome’s i youth — what she wore 
when she was ' presented i at Court — who were the 
most distinguished and beautiful women at that 
time'^the terrible exciterhent of the French Kevolu- 
tion-T^the emigrants she had known, and the history 
©f prions titled members of the Lingon fiimily-^ ; And 
Esther, from native delicacy, did not lead to more 





of a personal Idnd. She was^ hoj^ misly 
that the Lingsoh family was better thMif 
even of the ekler Transomes, and was privileg-ed ’ 
witli an explanation 5of the various qnarterings^. which ^ 
proved that the; Lingon blood had been, conltinhally . 
ctekdiki. Poor Mrs Transome^ withher secret ' bitter- 
twm • and dread, ^ still found a flavour in this? ‘ sort bf 
jtride ; ncme the ■ leas because certain * deeds of ' hern 
.kid' been in. fata! inconsistency >. with oiti; 
B^icle% ^nealogies entered into her stock, of -ideas, ■ 
abd her tal k on subh subjects was as - necessary - as 
the notes of the linnet or- the- bIackMrdut":Sbe'Md- 
no ’ analysis of things that i went ^ beyond- 


kud family — ^the 


I or the- 



fcs’ o®OTas iwith whichiiherr hung;:; fcrMie 


dim imckgf^iHl 





dlie > burning ^ nnodi nt .and 


of ike* iWv pin the ; fbregrotind ; there was 



^ her,' j and 
in- 


prdcricahdieenoe, she llved^ 

sanctities, anJ 
the ighfc.bf 
weary suns. Glimpses -cf . the 
m 1hei]^ ft^shn^ wei^e dntbreslh 
kp ; but it occurred,- to- . her A^-tl 
d" ifa^^wn iabout-’dJ 




lemds ; of ^^cbn verse 
■ s ha vingf I Jhio wnl 
afi - aidigv^ , -h^e Wt , a. vaoimaii, dn 


! * 




. ifiiy.n .-‘'..fr 



t:he radpoal. 


Nevertkeless’it was entertaiimig' at ppesent :to 'fee 
Belted oa soft cushions with lier netting before her, 
while Mrs ■ Transonxe went on with her embrc^erj, 
and told in that easy phrase, and witli that refined 
ihigh-bred; tone and accent which she possessed iSn 
perfection, family stories that to Esther werh like 


si) many novelettes : what ■ diamonds were' in the 
Earl’s* family,: : own cousins to Mrs Transome 5 how 
poor Lady Sara’s husband wniit off into jealohs 
Madness only a month after their marriage, -and 
dragged that sweet -'blue -eyed things by ’the 4.air; 
and. how the ^brilliant Fanny, havin-^ Married-’h 
country parsiM^ became so niggardly that she 'had 
gone dbout alndost hogging for fi^esh eggS-frbm the 
fe/iiners^' wives, thougli she had done Very well tvith 
ftor I sixiesofisf there was a bishop • and no ‘eild* hf 

^aMily^ ^ and two of ^ them 'l^ot' 'appoint- 

mhntsin ‘ ■' • 


‘ ■ ’ At present ^ Mrs * 'I’ransome did not touch at all’ on 
her own time ^ of privation, or her ttoilbl^' with ' her 
Mdest son, or cm -any thing that lay Ve'ty = cJdfe«e^^‘tb 
her heart. She conversed with Estlidr^'-atid' abteii 
the part »df hostess as she ' performed- ,lier 'toilet Wd 
went on ' with > tier * 'eiAbroidery : these- ■ things ' Veib 
to be done whether one were’ ‘ happy or mise^ble. 
Even the patriaroli Job,' if he had been a geiitleniaii 
of the* Mbdc#it Westj’V^^ have avoided picturesque 
dtsorder ahd 'pjodtiehl laments ; and the friends’ Vdio 
c^Mled'dii^liiihJ' then^gh -ndt less disposed than' Bifdhd 

tddiinf that their unfortunate' frieliid was 
't^ould have sfit' oh' chaiis ’aiid lield 
th^ir ‘ ‘fcitS' ' in- ‘ tlieir hkfiM ' ^'Ihe h^*di^j^' ' ^irbblenis of 
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our flifo iiave ciiau^^ less than our- manners •/: we 
wrestle with the oM sonx>ws^ but more decorously. 
Estlier's inexperience prevented her from 'divining- 
rniiioh about tliis fine grey -haired woman j whom 
sheroouM not help perceiving to stand apart fi-pm 
tte &mily groiipj as if there were some otiuse qf 
isolation for her both within and withoufoi To 


young Ji^rt there was a 2:)eGnliar interest in 
- Trauisome-. An elderly woman, whose; beauty, 
^pQsitkm^ and graceful kindness towards -herself, 
made deference to her^ spontaneous, j was ' a ne# 
figure in Esther’s experience. Her ? quick light 
finovemcnt was always ready to; anticipate ; what 
Mrs (’l^^ansoma* wanted j i : ; bright Jiiapprehension 

md mi very .. ^eech,. 

Transome’^ i narra^t^ instructions - even about 

with some lively commeiitaryi 
must have behaved charmingly j for one i 


M'l 




acpoSfS f ; the room : to; . put th e 
v*m-.4hoj r%ht r|lfSkT«iisom#:,,^said, 

you , ?make ,me wish » I 

>had, a^dl^ughter J,” fT! 

1^: pka^nt.; and so it was to be deck^ 
^Ptansome s own • hmids in a; set of turquoise 
which became her wonderfully, worn 
Cashmere dress; which was also , im 

Efc-tW never reflected'/, that, Itltere,,. was 

in , thess pretty., i\vs,yg tpNiW'dS 

i I y}^i jowng ge^a];^^ty, ;sh^ , *was, rrathes^jpice,, 
by,^tl»e, dewii^^to .prpve.,that .shgj^^sejlf 
a, no; Jow .tripmphja the. -feet ,tha,^fShpi hp,d 

_%4hjr F]i08e,Jife,,^ei](ypip 
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learning. And besides, tlirough all Mrs Transome’s: 
perfect manners tliere pierced some nndefinablo indi- 
oatibns of a iiidden anxiety much deeper than any- 
thing she could feel about this affair of the estate^ 
to . which she often alluded slightly as a reason ilori 
informing Esther of something. It was impossible 
to. mistake her for a happy woman; and ' young 
speculation is always stirred by discontent for which 
there is no obvious cause. When we are oldei’, we 
t^k^ the uneasy eyes and the bitter lips more as a 
matter. ^o£ course. ' . • i- . ^ o ■I'O.s.;-,-;;,; roi 

But Harold Transome - Jwas more boihnarfniQative'' 
almt recent years than his mother ivas. - iHejtbion^ht? 
it well that' Esther should know how the fortune of 
his family had been drained by law expenses^' owing; 
tocsuitst-mistakeidy. urged- by her family';; he -Spokei 
ofi donbly life and pinched ciroitmstaticeSy 

of fher in her elder son, and of the' 

habit she had donse<|uently: acf][uired of looking at 
thejgloomy side of things. He hinted that she had 
been accustomed to dictate,, and thaty as.hedbfadi lefli 
hers wlmii he wias a boy,* she had^ perhaps .indulged i 
the Abam ' thett he! t wfould loome ; * back- < d / boy I • * ^ ■ Bh e ? 
was still sore^bn Ithe pdint'Dfs hisopolitibs.o^ These.' 
thingSi could* not b^' helfedylbuti so* far as he bould,' ; 
he wished to make -theilresti of jfcer. -life fas- chaerfal 
as .{ possi|i>le. , • d ..i ■•'f ''-f ’'**5 

r Esther I hstened. eagerly, ,and itook; these* things .thf 
heart.; ' The^ Alaim' to -ah iinhbritance, the. • sh:dd» • 
discovery of .a' right to 1 a fortune held rby^?o 1 jieis// 
Was j acquiring a very>diatinet land' unexpeoled mbaiiHi 
ipgj |:>r hen Every day she ,W;as gettingiinoro clearly ' 
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in ! hei’ iiiiagdnation ’ wli at it wouM be ^ to abandon? 
hdif!? own past, and what ske would enter into' in, 
exeliang© : for it ; what it would be to disturb a 
long possession, and how difficult it was to fix, as 
point at which the disturbftnce miglit l)eg*in, so ass 
to be contemplated without, pain. - ' * ; 

Harold Transome’s thoughts turned on -the same: 
subject, but accompanied by a different state of > feet ; 
ing and with more definite resolutions. He saw- a-’ 
mode ofi - xecpnciling all difficulties, which docked i 
pleasanter to him the longer he looked at ^ Esther- i 
When she. had been hardly a week ini the: hotlj^e, 
hei b^d : made up his mind to many her and it had 
ileveffsientiered into that mind that -the decision did i 


not* rest entirely with -his mclinatioii.l'* Jt /wasi tnot 
that- .;he thought; klightlyi of Esthekis /Idemand^ij rdie 
saw i that she ; would require cdhsiderable attractions 
tOi i please i ffierj • and !that ; tb ore wete ■ difficulties to bfe * 
ay erqomie.' * 1 Shb wa^ < ^cleatly a girl who must - > be * 
^I'xjAd I bail ? Harold did xxei^sddspkir'iof presenting ^ 
the 1 requisite : attraotions,.* hndi difficulties ■ gave « 

ihord i interest ' to. the ’ W€foing>dhan he could ' have? 
b©Iii^ved.-^'5dWhen he ifoad Maid 'that he; would' not? 


ma®rp ' an En^%hwbmany r lip had always hiade * a- 
nif^atal reservation-, in ; ' favoui* bf - peculiar • 'ci retimb 
and ‘ nbw Hib peculiar ' cirbuiinst£inbe«^ were? 
come.: To be deeply in love was a catastfopm'-pot' 
liMe^i to? happen to dfim .j bfit lre was* readily iambr- 
c^sl i ; No woman ; could make him: < mfeeraftle, but* he i 
y^-’feensitivbi to the ^ pilessencO bf/womoh, and’ wab' 
.fcipd ito' .'them p not' - with isgriauiices, liken aiiqaan of’ 




^Ikntryp but; bea^mifigly, easily | 
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■8‘tmuine : good -nature. ; , And -^adbi ' day tiiAi^rAie 
wa^s liear Esther, the solution iall-diffi©^tie^r»iby 
ifUariri^l^ beoaroe a m^Qildeaskigrprospoeti^siiCliitogh 
iiati to coiifess.to himsdlf that the-, 

5 dircdtiish on i a nearer .-^ie w, in spite 
SQuse that siie. brightened at his 4pproadh.!>5n'd 
Har^old was not one totfail in a purpose ’for iwant 
<i^ssicluity. After ail hour or two devoted 'to fortsi- 
n©is s iEt -tlie motning, ^ he went to look for Estih^, -ijid 
i if: Eie; 1 did .not I imd I her at play ; with Harry aM* > bid 
Wr ? - Q?3ra]ds<Aney or: chatting with his . mothter^jihoj went 
into tjie* drawing^ooiai^iHwJWra she] wa^vwnallyl. hither 
seait<^<d *iwith/a hwk on tenlkasee aad/ ^ina^in^^alWd 
fon iieir dheek ^ with ionoAittle- hand/ whiles looked 

ocih odi* the window] or else standing iniijOroiitidf^^ode 
tlio fnllTlength -family , portraits witlnanj ahrwf 

I rd®iri£!4fonii,r t i found ? hnpe^sifole i .t©i cresud, '-if i 

? »Qii^s p hdrhlife' wasj a ^ hook' which* feM 'sdeiaii^ 

hei*sel£l to bfe^fCMmstmcting’ — ^ trying to make char- 
« ‘ toic^r ,b^te her, and looking into ' the w^s 
of <iestiny. u-'Hjp 

'Uliei I active ; Harold: difad . aJmpst feonfething 

defim^tejto/iprioj^osei by wayiofhfillJiigthe'tidie jisif it 
w^roi shaikniiktfjvmlfclontiwitklhifo and^s^O'the 
groTznds ; and when the snow meltedj miid &%as ho 
doiag^ar ^islippery^iish^uibnistiiget on! horseback “ and 
leatm to. rid€lA If. theyi stayed indodr4'she mnstdeam 
itoi or ‘ she ! rdust gO:*©ver tixe house 

lahdH.^^ itheipiptiffiesi he -had had hung -anew, or the 
f ttajto.eS' i lie had brotiglit i &om. i the East, ' or ^ come 
limfedj Hi-s study, and lobfc at tlie' map -of • >tli^nest£cfee, 
^eaaft H^ii^what^il it Had remained in-his family-Mbe 
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had intended to do : in- every 'cornel- of it irr orders 
Make the: most of its Gapahilities. ' * ' * •< 

’ , . : About a certaiu time ' in ' the morning Esther ha<l 
1 learned to expect hind/ i Let every wooer make him- 
self strongly expected ; > he may succeed’ by dint of 
being absent^: but hardly in the first instance.' One 
f morning Ha^roid found her iu the drawing-room, 
leaning ’ against a console-table, and looking at the 
?£all-len^h portrait of a certain Lady Betty Transoms, 
i#hb* had lived a century and a half before, and had 
the usual charm of ladies in Sir Peter Lely’s 'Style. 

I 'r Don’t move, pray,” he said on entering yon 
i look, as if you were standing for your own portrait.” 
b take- that as an insinuatio-n,” said* Esther, 
laughing, and moving towards- her ^ seat oh a|n otto- 


sman near the fire, > “ for I notice. alb the 

t portraits are in a conscious, affected attitude. That 
tfeir Lady: Betty looks as if she had been drilled into 
that pdsture, and had not will enough of her 'owti 
ever to; move again unless she hadua^litfcle push 
given to her.” 

''■v 

„ < . j She brightens up that i|^]i41* wfell with her long 
satin • skirh” * .^s^id i fHarold, n he • followed Esther, 
-ft\ bufi alige i i J i Idsiresay i *sh4 ' would have been 1 ess 


■ Dnei would: certainly, think that she' had just 
th#^h^unpaeke(Jr ifrotn - silver ^ paper. . i Ahy how ‘ chiv- 
ahous .jyou -are I ” said Esther, Hdroidp ksfid^ing 
‘}f)h one/'knee, JbeM ilier kilken; netting-stirrup foxbher 
^ tp : I put I her ;.foot through: , I /She had often • < foucied 


sant l^cene^iin which such didnuage was render^ 
ijiiahdtifihet ho/magie » wasunot.; id 
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it was = really cdaie j but, strangely eaougby af little 
dartirig* seusatiou at that moment wa4' 'accompanied 
by vivid remembrance of some one = Mio bad 


never paid the least attention to her foot. i ^Tberb 
had beeir a slight blush, such as often caMe and 
went rapidly, and she “Was silent a moment. Halrold 
naturally believed that it was he himself who was 
filling -fclie field of vision. He would have liked to 
place' Iriraself on the ottoman near Esther, and behave 
lofixxcb more like a lover: but be took a chair 
oppo site to her at a circmnspeot distance. He dared 
liot ' otherwise. ■ ' Along > with 'Ssther^t ^ipkyfal 
charm sHe convey^ an impte^siob* of J^rsonal pride 
and laigli spirit which warned Harold’s adnfeeness 
that ' dki ^ the delica/cy of their present 'position he 
imgliW ieosily mate a false move and ofiend her. i^A 


woman, was likely to be f credulous about adoratiob, 
ani^to &nd difficulty ^referring it to her inirinsic 
attraction^; but Esther was ' too dangerously 'quick 
^and Critical not to discern ' the least awkWardne^ 


that looked like offering her ■' marriage as ''aj'conTebi- 
* ent cCmproniise ' for hinasblfi » « ^ Beforehand^ b^ ^inigbt 
have said that such characteristics' aS ffier^'hwdre 
not • lo^eabMiinOa fit* was,* fed! found 

that tile hope of pleasing her had a piquancy cpite 
new to Him. "*■; ■ 

“ I wonder,” said Esther, breaHng her silence, in 
iibr nsnal ffight silvery tones^^^ 1 ■ Wonder whether 
the 'wormian ' who loOkbd in that v^ay fever felt -any 
^UroliHlfesi ' -I see^ tbferfe are two old Ones '*tip- stairs 
'in t&c Hilliai*d-lt>Om‘ Whlo have only got'' the 
expression of their faces is just of the»^^me^ sbrk” 



mhm 


MO 


lXj|g!n-«^,M8lap^lcl' ^iwtiy^rb^ f-j^maiv. tp,,gviq4f’4 Ji^ 
fits.” ..(iHarald Ta^msoime waj^hlYAa^caUii^,jaia(l f^lJiibipi; 
he.fliad incautiously sat‘ dpwn m(a*iHng| to, pay 
'his adch’^sBOS: I by. talk, about UP thing -iu; j;>articqlau; 

-©level’ e^J^perjenped man as he. was,: iho follj inb> 
.nonsense.^!;,..,- J :, ' , ;;;,;ru,:r*! 

, fhBut , suppose the, iUiian himself, got into. jtToubletrU 
.ypu! wOuLd wish, hw^toj; mincV ahPutf.thahMMOl^•su^ 
addedMlEstherj . suddenly ifoohing *i|,p},nie^^tily 
lat ,; iilarPld, AOthe .-inan Ip-niBelf was troublpsome. ? ” i 
! ' : “.Oh, you must not - strain iprobabilities in-th^t way. 
Olh^i generality » q£ ^ jneu , are perfect. / ; i .Take^^ lue^, » , fer 
^eiXamf|d'e4^^ ■ >M;|j .' O-'/hl// ■'’'liti:-; . I'H" 

‘ M I “t 'Xpu^are jai perfect judge of ,jS|fdj^stUer, 

who i-had diOr . Uciumphsi ;indettiu@ JBaroIddfiuowl t5^at 
^ sh©! was iCapable of .taking, notes, j , ; ; ^ . 

.,i //^OFbnt'fe ^perfeptW' ^ .Pray , go orii.’;jj 

,t-MdSi0hpl4fcer©atrt^ is.):too;loiig — I should bejfeed 

befdreii b to:.i yOur . magnjyhp^t. mby, iriiig. and your 
gjovea^always^piitketirffhl o>hl 

oi vJilf yOuiwoukirlei moftelii5fi:>U;yoMjpe‘^^^^ I 

♦rfi^aildiUPt tirjed*!V‘> I’M'i'i.Hii'f ,:l'.,i;.- !'■.!; ' ■ ; ’.j ' ! ii 

i^eompliinentary,'; , it pieaus dlMit .the 

*^StnlS' short,."* U !’!M| '""fi i ‘nj'.'jj '‘ij./ .‘jlif 

“ ]^o ; it means that the list is pleasahti tpi dwell 

iUpPU.f'''M .j’’! ( gn { ’"1 4,?‘ ' !< < f'llj;'.' /f ,' ,’ I j,{ j * * I '' 

’{*M ff*Pp,yi.doU'»b/ begin, -hisaid Eethpr, )Wjfth her pretty 
^4^ss fbi -iiie head/; fidt; wOt|ld^'.bel dang*eix)?^utP fPIU* 
ig^dMWndoi^ta4dmg.’//7 The person,. I likei,*ho®t,dp 
Olke iworld./wasjone- who did. noithingrsbii|.tj<IS<5#| 
li'me>j<i>f myf .'faults ■'. ^ 'rif/il) to 
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■ • • - /if 

Estlier bo.grm to spekk/ =sIi<S'. meant 
no 11 lore than make a remote m-iinteiHgil>l*e' allusSonV 
fecliiig*^ it must be owned, a naughty will 'l^i flirt 
ani be sanoy, and thwart Harold^s 'attertilitei^^’/he 
felicitaus in. dompliment ■ But she had^ no 'sobner 
nttered the words than they seeided • ti) her 'like- 
confe ss ion. A deep hush spread itself oYor her 
and rreck, and the sense that she was blushing^ whnt 
on deepening het colour. Harold felt himself tln- 
ploasatrblj ilhiininated 'as to- a possibility that had 

never ‘ ’37bt ^oc'6tirr^' to hhm' pHis stirpri^e ;niade»,an 
nncorafbrtable pause, in which tiisiebto- 


T' if 






. ‘ i , f { -j i ' 


I 


laid eh vedalion.' 

' ‘ speak the ‘phst tto^,’’^^id Harold 

last 5 ^ ^ I ^ am » i*athel endoiis ; of '' that < person.- ? - d' 
shall never be able to win your regard in the Sa^e 
way ^ ^ ,2 i 0]^e at ' Treby < sW^^se ‘ on dhat 

cASe * I:. : rrtqiiire abont yotir^ ‘fanltsd- * ^ • * h • 

Oil, yot know -i havo always lived* 'aihong' ^rav^. 
'-^aid^ Esther, more able to recover iierfeelf 
noWr "slie ^spoken • to’. > • Before ’ I ‘bafne' ’ libmo 'td' 
be- I-^was nothing ibnt scii^ciii^bgirS 

atn|#dhhn a/te^chek in different slagei^ Of growth.' 
P^o^l'le" 'arC'^ noffe'^ 

terOdi • ' Snt'tiierfe viati^i^S M 'fWnlt-flMding^Mi-.jif 
onr Paris school the master I liked d'^t v%d>an*oid’ 
man- wlio 'st^rined atme/te^My When I tead jEabine, 
but ' y dt* slioWed that he was proiid of mb/ - * 1 ' - * « 

"Eb tiller was getting quite coc 5 l agkimi iBut Haiy^ 
dd ^ v^as nbt ^ entire^ly sa^tisfibd j if • Href o ^ wte * rniy^ 
obstacle in his way, lie wished’ tb» knOw ^ekaOtlj* 
^ ■’Ws^Sib -'hi '''■■> hirr.!*’ }■' ’-din 
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* “ That HiTist have been a wretched life for ^ yoh at 
Treby/*" he said,— a person of your accomplislv 
rUetltS.’^ ' 

used to be dreadfully diseoHtented,” said Esther^, 
much occupied with mistakes she had made in hen 
netting. “But I was becoming less so. I havct 
had time to get rather wise, you know; I am two-, 
and-twenty;” 


, t^Yes,!’ said Harold, : rising and walking a few. 
paces' backwards and forwards, “ you are past your, 
majority ; yoxnare empress: :of your own fortunes-Tf 
and more besides.” . 

, 5 . i : f ■ ; V 5 

“Dear me,” said Esther, letting- . her vorfcTall,* 

and jleaciAng back agmnst the cushions^; “I .don’t 

Ihink J‘^Jfnow^f rery MW,e^-.w^hat^■^to..^ with -myi 

* ??■ 

empire.;! "i,!-*-''/ -‘ii <'!,>■■ 


0 ■ftWell,” said , Harold,! pausing in front of her, learn 
ing one arm cm- the ■m^ntelpiecei, andfjSpeaking very, 
graif^y,jsYtVj^,h#pefthat 4n ‘any. case, since you appear 
>haBe fno= rnear > relative , who nnd^ifstsands affairs^i 
you ) w'lbl conhde lins'fUie^ l-aiid ' trp,st youri 
batontamlsi* as iff; fl had no mother personal conoern: 
ri*#i%#dnitter ithaii. * a; tiegard for you. I hope yoiii 
caf^aJ^lOf of aotin.^ as die guardian of yonri 
itrtnrns out to, be.inpvitablyt 

,?-:iflfe#|af#ure! yon /hayo jgiven mp rpasom tohelieve. 
it, said E^tlier,', with seriousness,, putting: out herf 



m I ig7$o- 


hanfl tOfiParoidH, r iShe had-nob |he%n 
ranoe Aat hadriopport^ities , twine ;p|Eerpdi 

raised -flie hand to his lips, 
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retain it more tli^n an instant. . Still , t^lie sweet 
relia^^c^ in Esther’s marnner .made an irresistible 

* ' ' ■ t ■ 

temptation to him. Afte>r standing still a inorni^nt 
pr two, wlrile she bent over her work, he. glided 
to the ottoinan and seated himself close by her, 
looking at her busy hands. 

I see yon have made mistakes in your work,” 
he said, bending still nearer, for he saw that she 
was oonsoions, yet not angry. 

“ Nonsense ! you know nothing about it,” said 
Esther, laughing, and crushing up the soft silk 
under her palms. Those blunders have a design 
in them.” 

She looked round, and saw a handsome face very 
near her. Harold was looking, as he felt, thoroughly 
enamoured of this briglit woman, who was not at all 
to his preconceived taste. Perhaps a touch of hypo- 
thetic jealousy now helped to heighten the effect. 
But he mastered all indiscretion, and only looked at 
her as he said — 

I am wondering whether you have any deep 
wishes and secrets that I can’t guess.^’ 

''Pray don’t speak of my wishes,” said PIsther, 
quite overmastered by this new and apparently in- 
voluntary manifestation in Harold j "I could not 
possibly tell you one at this moment — I think I shall 
never find them out again. Oh yes,” she said, 
ahniptly, struggling to relieve herself from the op^ 
pression of unintelligible feelings — " I do know one 
wish distinctly. I want to go and see my father. 
He Writes me word that all is weU with him, but 
still I want to see him.” 


T 



TtoLt^, 
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' Ybii'feTiall be drivbtl wlien yoH' WceJ’^' ' 

0^0 no\v— T 'm'elifi ‘as sboii ks 4 t is bob-’ 
vbnibntY” said Estfe^ ^ risiiig. ^ i Me* i 

will ‘ give the order ’ immediately/ if' yori ' 
it*’’ said Harold/hludbrStahding that tlik audience^ 
was broken up. 


■ ' M. ‘ ; ‘ ' '’'!'<•! . I j f 


. J M 


' i ■.'■;• 1 * ‘ ! > 




M ■ ■ ‘ ‘ . 


M . . 




; , I 




I •> /a 
I ‘ ■u i 






.'.ft I . i [ i ) V: I ‘ '• S : ’ . 


. , ( . I 


J ' ’f I * * , k * ^ ^ 


, 1 I . : . ‘ t ; » ' < ■ i 




i ' ♦,, 


i . I - i 1 ; r i • »'i; 


.. ■ '>• •* i, /■/ J ■■ ■ 

;> f ; ‘ '? '^1 f i '>tl I r“* / fj ‘ I'l/' I I 

"‘‘i'i' ;n-fr| ‘'|t> ifii I ' 

' ijlfin’i'- iuriy/ : 

'‘si * ' irM.'il o'll'll'l ; 
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liEe»rAt€idt 3 L£&‘as tiie mbiicJliuiit does the wir^i ' 1 /*/, " 

, He w^l iipt <* , ^ 

' 'Twill ioso’ its colour opened to the' siih' ' ’’ '‘'t - 

i al ' i. l^tts n,o iiffemii, aii;i<lUiiidiae^ asiOauighit^^ 

I hafter not for such coirnuodities— r , ^ 

n . n-' * i* I • is iio*rati6‘bef'wixt’sand 4tld‘gem{j/^''* ^ ' '' 

' ! ; ■ . ■ u [ ] i > > 'Tif .Wji,el^V j 44 gmeiijb 1 for -thfe Aoail .e^ji.grow^* .i . ; . , - i 
jiVs ejiihryos, tliat live and. move hijttlindly, . “ 
r ^ ♦' i If . iBufk front the 'datlr,' emerge regenerate,' ■ ’ < 1 » ' t/li I 

:? !•■■• , i fail fi. (Piy 

tlw.,|carripgp,,int9 .M,^4iffluse 

Lanej-iiit for, her outjrji^p 

Sj^e ,eJttered the . ho.Tiise she , . put, , her^ , 
on her lip to an^ r^i^,hgh% §^6 

,, , was..j^8t. .theij.al^p^ 

p,eepiiig, abQye:, , joeing. „pi]ii^.,,ei:fijbaiTp^d,,j:p 

;^j;ang,e. % ,yojlup^^ he pp^ \ 

•Wt ,%s,9,; p^?,l 

this time well gone qfs 




declared, with some parenthetic provisoes, that he 
conceived not how a perverse ingenuity could blunt 
the edge of prophetic explicitness, or how an open 
mind could fail to see in the chronology of “the 
little horn^’ the resplendent lamp of an inspired 
symbol searching out the germinal growth of an 
antichristian power. 

“You will nof |l|he nt(^ltD^inct<|Jiri|pt you, lather?” 
said Esther, slyly*. 


“Ah, my beloved child I he exclaimed, upsetting 
a pile of bodks, and thus inijint^htidh^lly na^^^ a 
convenient breach in his wally through which Estlier 
could get up tQ .hiiii and hiss him. , Thj appearing 
is as a joy despaired* of.' I had’ thought of thee as 
the blinded think of the dayiight—:-which indeed is 
a thing to rejoice in, like all' other ‘goOd^Hhough we 



‘Seems bow 'that ift has be’^h 
ihy^ studie's^ which ft^Ve *^bne‘^6tiieW'hat diifi- 
't^sly 'dhi^O ' pfoplietic ' hifetory. ' Bht I feat ^ ybh 

for' hiy negligeht '^pparel,”^^s^ldtlle llftie 
ih^ front of 'Efefh^^s hrightn^ss 'IfkO a : 
ildt' *0 veftakeh l)y the itiorhing.' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' 

E^d(il3/*g mif;^Md siW crying OTef^bfer 
^^la^fe^l^hristiah Afesurahce inst&dbf 


riS; EAiioAL. 


ddthes ^^iid piittiiig oiit your 'ci^avati^^ 
is always ^^ayiti'g lier' iigliiOousil^s^^ is ■ fflthy 
axiii rotilly I don't thitili that is a' vhry stibiig'^Ox- 
pres^'foh foi: iti ' I’!m ’^ure it' is dtfsty* dlb€i^s''^d 

Nay, my dear,’ your playftiliieSS tfe 

se‘i^ei4ly ' ‘ 6il our faithful * Lyddy. ''i)6hb'tle^^' * i am 
myself • dehbilihty in ■ thi^ ^ I do hot ‘aid - M^infiih^QL 
methory ■ by'- ‘ admouitiohi “But ' now ' t'dll fhe^ aught 
that uhtold ' hbout ydutSelC ^6uir 

^ heaht ’ Ms^ ^^ohe* but* ^ sbih^ivhat ’ to Waird^ tliih faihfly^ 

!the‘ hid ihMh ‘ ahd tlib* child, ’ whoin I hM- hot* rebl^fe'd 

• >d‘'3 i'UiU ' *>* laO; : 

“ Yes, father. It is more and haBM'difeb^f to^'hi^ 

de^^^dMhbW i b^h Uaalreiip 'hiy'nlihtf W cfisiuMi ^Kese 

people 'at-'all'*'^’' lijodu' itii-fjfoi. . }'-’^■ 

: gWbthtt^hhoulti' dOuM^sS'bb d^viJ^d’ tb'li^fiten 

the dhMhge ' to the aged fatlieh ■ a'hd 
Uibtheti * * ' I ^ '4?"dTild haVe ’ you ' in ■ ' any* badb' de*eK' ' tb 
’tamper a vicissitude, tvhioh is heVerfhbleSS'h |)f6¥f" 
dential arrangement hot to he *wh6liy*'Sef 

yhh thiiii,' father^do’ ybti '&bl a^siifed'* ttiMt 
a case^ * ihh^ii^nde^ li^ke* thih 'df^ mirihtis*h-’&)rt* bi 
providential ’ al^hgdM^4Til? hh^t biaKeS * ia' bomhilaiid’^^^ 

' “ I hhve‘ so' heid^ Mr 'LyOnJ stilemhiy \ ^^'ih 
all my meditations I have Fof^ybli ha¥b 

tb‘ ‘ 'COii^der, ■ ‘ ihy ^ dear', ‘ thht ' y bh hkve Bddh^ '*ldd * * by 
a pecuri^hipaidiy*^ aud into ^^xpbi^^hce ^ vdiich ’u4 
nidiukiiiy %hb" dbt ^ olf ' thbfef ^ #hb‘ aib fe^ate^ » iii ^high 
%labes’;^ ^ ah(J ®wh4t’ i haVe hinted' to ybU 'alr^dy in 
my letters on this head, I shall wisli*teb^ MMib 
opportunity to enter into febte a4 
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, ,i:-Est^^, ;»rM,,we.as^y silent ,,p]pi,j^Vi^.. great cjue?, 
.t^ of;lier lot she, SitWi dyubts and . difficulties, m 
, >s"hich, ft, seemed. as ifjhef f^th.er could .UQ,t[!help;hCT. 
jThere w.^ no illumination^ for.lier in|tld^ fr'^PXy. of 
providential arrangement. She said suddenljif^lw, 
■slm had not thought pf at all suddenly)- 
i,„ “I{avei yon,, been again tp.sefi iFeiix'i^plt^j^^tjifey;? 
Jou.haye, not, mentioned hini jin .youp Icljttgs/'i,, ’ 
h?.ye -bpen sinee;il lapt„wipfe,icy,deax,,,nnd,.I 

his.mpthpr with; ,mQ, ;ydio, Ij ifpar, taad«}„tie j^ijne 
he^y, ,to„ ,hiini with . her; plain.ts., , ,,,B,ut ,aftp,r,vai;d^, -I 
iC^nod , her ajyaj ;to, the, , hpusp, of, a i hfotljpn n}|ini^|lj§r 
at Loamford, and returned to Felix, and then.-^e 

.‘•-.m Did.y<m hn^*. happened 

I mean about me — about the Trausorn^p ?,’’ ,|, 
f i-o/t^nuredly, I , tpfd ..him,:.. npdj , h^iidiefonod. ;n» one 

tp< W, Jwwing 

^.,y«>ni;,d>irtjh,, a,nd . ,tijat yqu.-had aiiy pthifU' 

-Ww . f.'ypp. j,,i’yjs fPnhistiyej,!, trust, j 

Hf.(- ^ i fflTfePtnfepS 

hpt., W4>pai ^‘?s^t%.iio»«fpldipg: tho., truth to 

whoi,h?ttF,^nfrougJit hi(nsoif .intft.piy 
• i -wwld fain, hope for gpds .tjiajt 

S ipfele, less ; vsyiiXftrn life, jivhen 

« A, r -.v.-i I .,!,i,o!;r -.-m !!» 

'd hoj5tdh&,T.pftnsome9.rhadin<i>mia: 

m staying, .at, .Tpai^some, ifeinrt.g.:’f„ 


¥, 
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TWE '^AlDlfiAL. 
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. '^* ' '-t ■' "^ 'V'-- 

' .■ -. ■ ', p ■‘"I ' 

[f,» riotlnnjQ^ <l(is3lraMeJ neolte^^ 

Mr liy on, 5 d*tEBbing bis haiu^ o^^^er’■his^ jbr©"\i^j /i • • s-il 
D^- f^tbef; ' 5 be did say soTnetIii%, 
always^ remembei* what ^ * pe 6 ple s^ 5 V Pi^y ? 

I' Watitdb fo^©W'.’’^■' *?-'■ ^ ■■ '■ 

- ^ ItiHv.ab adiksty r-eiMark, and mtber»ek^gf>e 4 Mm 
than Was * eonfecieiisly • b'amed. He saM^ 

will n^arry Traasome ; that is wli^tt 

‘ GDfoatiwiais’‘all ? ” mid Esther, tnrniiig rather ijlale,? 
arid' biting ibeif’ dip witb the detetminat^bii Ifcsi^ Hsa 
tea^S' 'ShdnM^h^t ^ ‘’j 

the* 5 ^a|)^4liend? iheie ^ is- fail 

hib -s*ec^^^ I shmild 4«>t^ 

digqiaietdf d tboiight otlierwisfeJ >Eor 

gi^at po^tk^ atid pmpeiiy/ 
I^dclntetepllit^' witk Jwtl* 

ing att^icbilf to Hmtibody of congregational Bissentb 
which,* as I hold, hath* retained most of pnre '®^si 
primitive discipline. Your -eduOati^^ltri 
history wotild thus be seen'tu^ haW 
loh'^- ' Hraiftl *of i e vehts’*jB"^ 

^ thfeaU' of 

of ‘ Ghristianity Hfeft 'tfca^'Wliloh 
tained the pre-^eUTinfehoe-'^** 

oMldi*ias ybu know,’ al\iuysdn‘fhb wSl" 

Mlyt jom oth comnldnibn*; aUd th^ dejw' W^h 
herf.rt^r^y, this Urgent^ pmyer^wo^ld*ne«egsi M 
:^strhted by ' 3^Ur m¥trriage ' vdth lit' ’ rnau 
thebe* leabt^t^b viOibWdndkafcken^^ttis^’^i^ 

unite himself to our body/' ■ -*v; k; - 
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f If Esther, had been less agitated,. she would hardly 
have helped smiling at tlm picture hei-father’s wbnls 
suggested of .Harold, TBansamie “ joining, the ,©hui-di” 
m Malthouse Tard.: But she was toe, seriously ,pr^ 
occupied with what Felix had said, jyhich hmit.het 
in , ,a twMdged, fashion that lyas highly, significant 
h net,. , she was angry with him , for ■ daring, , to , say 
positively whom she would marry ;, secondly she 
was angry at the implication tiiat there was .from 
the.erst,a .cool. deliberate design in Harold., Transome 
to marry her.,. Esther said to, herself .that . she Was 
quite capable of discerning Harold .TranSomfe’s: dis. 
^siiion,, and. .judging of. his nonduet, She feli/sure 
heiwas.generous .and open.., Jt.di^;not lowenhim.in 
_er„ .opmicto ; . that . since Circumstan^S . jhad; .brought 

^^^®''il^''dvidmtly,admireidfreriHwssun,te^ 

she. 

tb«»*ght th^ she dfcncrnsd. the, delicacy .^hieh.Wm 

d«nd4*tin«frdwi!.|i^g.jnore;,ei!tpjiait,.. Shfretis m' 
pmnt^.^Woh..ynung.wnmen,a«e 
tton,t^ of.thew.sufiioiencii^to .tlj^ me|a.iwhA 
m^_ loje.to.ftem. -.lAnd,. Ether’s, .generous natuW 

d^h^ tOi Wie.«e: ingenernsify. .frll these thoughts. 

»«» ®afeipg; her, mind, while hetifalihej; 

^jggna'tifigithn fJadianoej'heri.lot iaight,.nast>(%‘ 

,*<»nsp._pf .®ffsgregational.,His6ent,.,jShd hearA 

*■- -^saad^ apd.rewembeneddt, afterwards, hnii.aht, ■ 

-- .at ..pne^nt, and. nhfiw„ rath®r'„tn, start 
mim, nf , a brushrT-an, . laciion; rn 

chen4ther,quite.a.«^i^^ 
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Have yo\i! yeii ‘ spokeii with ' Mk ' 'Bfansom^' ’c6!i¥" 
ceming^ Mrs^ Holtpnay deai*?” hfe ’saM j ^ ^stbest^ 4^^^ 

imo ving about the room: * “ i kinted lo hit6?*lfc4i f Sii 
’would be^' deckle howl assistance should bO 
toher.'^^*’* ' '■ ,•,■■)''■’ f i^;'j I ' -tHii 

■ falliOr, w© hav© not approached the SubjOdd 

Mr Titosoine may hate forgotten it, and, for = seveiral 
reasons,’ I would rather ’not talk of lilds—^of ' 
matiers^ to hhn’ at present: ' Thete 'is 'money' de6’*ti 
nae frohoL the’iLii'kyns'and'theHendrelle/’* ''*^’ ’ 
‘i^^'They have’ paid'it,”^ ^id 'Mr LyoU,’^Opei^hig'*®^ 
desk! ’ i hblvd B Mrfe ready ko ' deliVeir^ to ‘ybu.’* * ^ ’ 

. Keep* it, father; ^ and^ pay Holt^^ ¥ent**^th!’^, 
and ' do * anything ^ else that is' * wanted! • ^ for ^hfe ' *"^6 
kiust ’ consider 'eveiything ’teihpotary'' 

Efethdr^ ' ©kvelbpin^ tet ‘ fatbot ■ ^in ^ a ^tbw4ip'^^ 1)^- 
bru’sfc'fe auburn’ fringe 'hkir,^ whti4 

he sllnt ‘ liis’ •*■ eyOs* ‘iri' preparation ' ’for this’ ' pleasailt 
passivity. ’ Every thihg ' is' nnbeidaifr^'whaklmay 
become of Felix— what may becioiiie’ d!P. dS* *a!l. 
dear ! ” she went on*, eliaiiging ' suddenly 

iiier5?ididEtfe^‘ V'd aiii- fei^nhing to’ tsflk like^ 
think.^^ *' ff < ul 'f-. ^biipt ‘jvr^i 

V - Truly;” said Mr Hyohj ’ SMlihg, ■ ^the^.dnc^^ihty 

of things is adOxW rather -toeM'wide a;ri® *%b?iOu^-^lKy* 
fluitM ' appHcatiotr | and ’tO'discebi^e'^'of ’Orie 

nig^ »say,> tO' lK^ttW up? the air, and^Wafee k^prei^Pbff 
it tdrbo^ who^are *alr^dy standing* 'Out of 

yod tMkik,^^'=^id ’Esther, '^n the * 00111 ^©'*' df 
their ’ dliat, the ' Ti'^by ’ pO’opfe %t^'€l 

about the reasons of my being at TrabsotnO Ckmrt?'” 

“ I have had no mgn thereof;' aiid^diifi^rf i 


JELIX 


Wv >0140,,. as. it; appoai^j - wlio- coulidi .make the* storj 
Jj ho man Ohiistiaii is away^^ ixi; Xacf^tluii' .witii 
Jlr P;0baiTy,y Parliament now begimiiiig’ 5*. aud 
Jprinyn would, doubtless respect Oomfidepco. = of 
the Transomes. I have not seen him lately.: J 
knevT: nothing of his moyemenits. * And . so.d^r as 
n^Ji own speech is ooncernedy,iand,,n>yi:Stxiieit';CQ|^^- 
jaa^di tf^.Lyddy,.! have withteld the meiins,af‘,iri- 
Xfr^tipn^ ;eKea ^as to your^havijig 4 :'etW‘ned‘ tOi P4ian~ 
some Court in:, tlae cairiag%.npt wishing’ ^ to 
iai^ .epeasion . tpt solicitous qpe^tioiangi till i time 

hath ’ ^pinewl¥J>t/ jiniued ,me. iJnt it hath: got abroad 

.thpre^ and: 

il fiip^gip^jvth^ Qhi 4 ^ ishtl^t;,yoA 4 !,:aif(^.gon# 
^^luoorppapiop. to ,]VEistress; ; 3 >apspniei;,J fei-j, 

•OPF I Aip^^ds/ril^yp ialrea 4 y;s hinted. ^la fJiebnike ^to^ ine 

.welfaimlf - 0 

ftTO) yppj spat t<p keep tth'p/ 

•saopiplstlier^ tP?forni^,on!the»mhiir 

ist^;§,^t<^le;bj|, ■> 1 iK^n;l<:^k:be^;i^tift^ I must 

give Lyddy a little lecture before I <>*0 

U'V 1 ^ .• ' i U,5.t 

j!jV¥{iul< 3 , ,:^qt -^iialn yoiu,, sgeiqo. 

4 iwa *4 ittsi: .Bfttitake, witb,,yqu 

I: Hiitm purpss^ly , ^ ^ptfed; 1 1 , ilt 
.-ithf! Minaiii l^jsiQeu! wcs^lv^ts 

»^, 5 SWPPfiS|. v^ould I 

|).)S /.Aft i &!l%Giojus -; , qf, 





Esther chose to take the volume submissively, 
rather than to adopt tlie imgraceful sincerity of 
saying that she was unnhle at present to give her 
mind to the original functions of a bishop, or the 
comparative merit of Endowments and Voluntary- 
ism, But she did not run her eyes over the pages 


during her solitary drive, tc), get a foretaste of the 
argument, for she W-as entirely occupied with Felix 
Holt's prophecy that she would marry Harold Tran- 
some. „ .. i i .1. .-.rr 
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/ToilA^TEE'xLil" : " 

^ ' *4 

filVJ i 1, J if ,>'!>« f .f •> , jut. 

Thou saystit, and not I ; for tliou‘hast done ' ' 

The ugly deed that made these ugly words. 

Sophocles : Electro, 

Yea, it becomes a man 
To cherish memory, where lie had delight. 

For kindness is the natural birth of kindness. 

Whose soul records not the great debt of iov ' 

Is stamped for ever an ignoble man. 

Sophocles ; Ajax. 

It so liappened that, on the morning of the dav 
When , Esther went to see her father, Jerinyn had 
^ yot he^i?d of her presence at Tran^onje Court. 
One fact conducing to keep Mm in ,thm igpowme 
was, that some days after his critical interview with 
^rold— days during which he had been wondering 
how^long It would be before Harold made up his 
mind to sacrifice the luxury of satisfied anger for 
Hie solid advantage of securing fortune and position 

to 

Harold bv iett “^orm 

told by^ktter of his absence. He took care also 

S; w him any 

« copceming Esther’s visit, for such: gossip 

confined to Mr Lyon’s congregato her 



TH^ ^ 




Olsrarcli pupils, ,Mjs!?. Louisja, ?:?[iopg- 

having been ji^tis^ed by, ,ber father’s written, 
ment that. .,^he, WM, gone , on , a vipifj of,, nj|<teT,t|s,iq-,; 
duration. '.But on. this day .of Esther’s, o^ll . jn jMalt-,, 
hapse Yar^^ ithe . Mis?, Jermyns. , in ,their„ walk, . sa,u^ 
her, , getting' into tlie T^rapeenie’s carr^egep 
they , h^d, . ipreviously. .ob^eryed, ,to , be weitihg,., 
whioh they , now sewi bpwled (along; on,, the road.iferj 
WFds,,hit%,:,.Ttehyr It followed , that,OhlyM%./^)?^i 

hours, , later .the .news, reached the, 
of MattllW * \riu-N fli*.’- 

, Entirely, ignorentiof .those..con.yergiug.:^^o^fl9P; 
and sniait, links of incident which, had ?]aised))phli|^"'i 
tian’s conjectures, and had gradually, contributed ufO; 
put. Jniu te possession of the .facts ignorant,, tpp,, ,91, 

some brisy,motiye.s iinfhe ipiud ef 

, y^pt , dohuson ; Jertuyn, ..was not, lihely to,,,,sep, a,t, 
once how ,the,.ihOtoentous information, ,t.ha.t;^,8ther, 
was the surviving Bycliffe could possibly ^ hay, e, 
reached Harold. His daughters, naturally,, 
as others .liad done, , to the cpncd,usion i thafi^^^j^^^ri 

Shines, spe^g, a,@9yieJ5uess, ^r , httle;.^arry, 

jhfhfyM0Q.feF^Wi.>t8. 

they,. must 

induce-, her, to. take,. change .,^.,sn^,g.ih'^ll 

though, efi course. if 

and,&.euiA;iiould, ,be .oare.fujlly. attended, fo 

^st„i hderg^n,, hesuhig ■ this suggestion, ^w?^ M 

(^thapt a; , momentary hope , tliat it might ,,bp 
apd' .that„kfaTp)d wae. still; safely,, uneopsfioup,,. of 
haWg ■ nnder , the; .sarne topf 
plaii3a,%nf K of the , faiuU^ estate. ; b| 
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FfeLfX 'rfor.T,' ‘ 


‘*But a minci in tllo gra^^p' oi^ a toTril)!^* anxioti^^*^^ 
no't crediilonff' of 6asy solii'fionw. ' ' Tho' oiio’ stay’tl/df^ 


btes' np oiif ]i6j)6s ’is‘slire"fb app oaf ’frail,’ antV'if 
looked at long ' ' \\dll seerb" 'to totfer. * ' ' *Tod ' ' fiinbffi' ^ 


depended' on tliat tincotisdioilBnesk of ‘ttatodrVs 5 'an'd^ 
although jeftnyn did ndt see 'tlU3 oduhse 'of things- 
that' cDiild ‘ hsive ‘disclosed 'and 'combined f,h(^' Varioits^ 
items ‘hf kh 6 'v^dbdge''’Whi 61 i ' 'he^ K ihiagihcid' to b6-' 
hfe’b-^ 'secret’, ’ and therefore* his -safeguard, he 'sa#' 
quite clearly' What' whs ' liicely’ to be ' the roshlt of 'the^ 
disclosure. Not only would Harold Transom e‘bc^ nO' 
longer hfeaid' of hifa, but also', by mafrying Esther 
(and Jermyn at 'once felt Sure of this ■ issilli), IVd- 
woifld’be triumijhantly freed finm aiiy uatpleasjihf 
dohse^uehces, iind 'donld’ ' pursue 'th ticH' I af ' llis ' ndf^el 
tile ■' gf atiftcaitidn: of r u i ning Slafth eW' Tbrmyii'. ' Th o’ 
p%^dkrori ’of'ari^bnOm'y tniimpljaht efisd' iS'in hily > 
cye‘^SutfcS'ehldy*'imt^^^ to ‘hatred, 'atui 'thhfe w'efO' 
fea§bns/'TOf iit WfiS’ peculiarly exasperafing- *hore ; 

• ? » / * „ iJt , . i ' y • ! . . ' i * S f - X. 4 ■ i # 

#hit- 


btif ' bf m^n * had not 'the teisurd how 

- s t < j 



ight'scive mm nnrn'mmnimt''riTO 
iiidyfiiiJte ‘adyersity, 

■Q|Qughte'‘ panited oht ugii'est ih- ® 

■? 1 ‘Ij •WI-j: t '1 i.fi.l ^ " ----- — i ■*;,5 


a \shhbljy lot" hi | 

#fel 4 i he ;fc^'*¥edfio^^ tliern— with a in'ind andriyilll 

‘‘by( thy ' years — -^with- no'* 




of ; eSdutifeie ' sfandihg- gf bted ' exc6|^?|®hcr 0 h^ 
domineer and be 







THp UADJC^. 




the ambitioi;is. , pf pushing, naiddle-plass, iggntiLitjj^'i^nr 
spch is, likely tp :%d 

ruin , ghastly ppough ,to, drive hinpd^ the 'irno^t < 

'iiiyitiug jgpans pf escape. He, will probably. , prefer 

any private spprn that will, save. Jiirn 

infamy pr that will ^payp him money dih fP^phet, 

to th(^, hlJ.nhliatpn ^^:j.pd ,1^^ new,,sp|:yitj;i^ 

in ol^j pf shabby apd,j^ 

whe|‘j^ , , the ' j cha^- ily i ; an<^^ ,■ i ^ 

w:oiaer| ,]j 9 f|k ^acj^s, , - Htit. ,thpngh a man may .bpj ''Tiding 

to .'es^^pe '.through ’ a s-ewery 

hrto 'the ^ iah;,is,. iipt/alw^nP'^rvM^l^t 

^epips u(iQd^r]a,|^pV«tk 

tute^f^r -sanptuary.fMb^t sep.ii.olpsplyu ,i^ 
is’ oftem Ibunci incpnyeihpnt apch^^oarcely poss^. -ji 

mpd- ., But iifi,.8p()Ui, made upilii^ pnud wliat .-W 
^ymjd dp next.' He .wrote to Mrs Traws^pia rjeaue^^ 
hg l‘«i’ la P'l>J?"“Bi an . Bow, in, ■.whi.a .iv® 

ilirtji nnjlm,Q)5^,,^,-,T,g^^^^,£^®^,5.sl{wt, % 

„tLe worst OMO, porbap,^,^pnie,,be]pirp,ig^t,,BP i%W<4 

bW 

tip.m .cQm9,|Wiit^P. Bie35,.BaiT«?. Phased,. ,tR, be, 

'he ifJy elp,,pf pnr..^oSA ,wiio , ?.r^ , PHsU# .pfha^g^^ 

to do dogliife action^ .byi tjie, 
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wicked 'tobiti on, are mucb lewer than those 
ais led On through the years by the grirdnal’ dS- 
xhands of a selfishness 'Which ha^ spread its fibtel 
far and Wide . through the intricate vahities '“ah^'d 
soixiid Oares of an Everyday eiistehce. " 

‘ 'In “(lohseqtieiiOO 6f that letter to ’Mi"s Transonic, 
Mimfn was two‘ dhys after Wards libber od intb'th^ 
sihallei' drawing-room^ at' Transohie Cdiirt. it ' 

'a 'dhai^Mng ^little' doOm ih‘W refurbished conditibh^: 
it^hfe^tWb pfetty inlaid OabinOts', grhit china’ ^as^l 
with' * cbfitehts that ' sent' ^ forth ’ o3ouf s ' of paradise*, 
groups ' of flowers in oval frames oii the ‘ walls, ' and 
Mf s^ Tfah^dme^s dwri ’portrait in the e Vehihg costumia 
df 8(>(>,^' With a^ g ih the babkgirohnd. That 
fc(rfflkh!t^ yOTing W Wah' looked ' sniiiirlgly ' do Wii ' oh 
Mr Jei'mytt ab He passOd in! ’ ftotlf of fhh ’ hfe ; and 
hers was the only gaze ih the rbom.’ He 


dOtold 'hot helpr meetmg the ga^^e ab iib' wyithd* hdld- 



Was to ’go^^ on* ■ arghfhg' ’eaBh 'AemBty*' Shto ' a 
dlaim; ahd to 'see in the regard others had for hihi 
a^m'dfit' of his'"6Wnl 'Therb had been plenty of roadEb 
dpbh to' him' when he Was a'yoiing man; perhaps if:^ 
he hyd^’hot allowed himSelf to be determined (ohieflyj ■ 
df oBigs6,‘b|';1heTee^^^ of others, for of 'What effect 
‘Ms * bWh ' fdelingg have been without them ?j 
mt<^ thb' fdad fie actdally took, fie might* have dohb 
hbtti^f for him^eif.' Af any rate, lie wb-s likely at jEasf 
^^get> the ' Worst of it; ’ and it Was 'Ke wHo'hbd^hlbst 
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and saw Clearly that he was not kt air obliged to 
Medea: jGnnynwtas perhaps not aware of the pre- 
Dedenty but thought out his own freedom^ from obli- 
rvation and dhe indebtedness of others towards' him 

D , 

with a ‘native' faculty not inferior to Jason^: • 
Before tlirfee minutes had passed, howeverj as if 
by some sorcery, the brilliant smiling young wbman 
above the mantelpiece seemed’ 'to be appearing 'at 
the dom'way withered and frosted by many winters, 
and with lips and byes from Which' the smile had 


departed. J ermyn advanced, and they ’shook hand^, 
but lioither of them eaid anything- by way 'of ‘‘greet- 
ing. Mrs Transome seated herself, and pointed to a 
chair Oppbsite and near herJ ■ ■ ‘ ' 

Harold has gone to Loamford,” she ' said; in ’ a 
subdued tone. ' “ You had ’ something particular to 
say to me ' ■ ' "* ' • ■ ' • * 



said’ JermEyn, with hi^ soft and deferential 


ait. The last f ime I Was here I could not take the 
opportunity of speaking to yon. But I am ankitotis 
to know whether yoxi are aware of wiiat’'baa'*p4ssed 
between me and Harold ?’' ' ' 




Y es, he has fold’ ihe everything.’^’ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

’ About liis proceedings’ ‘ against me i, bnfl the 
reason- ’he •stofiped’fcetai’?'’’ 

“ TeS *: have ’ you « had hoiicef » tlA^ ’ he ^has ■ 'bsegtin 

'■ #*^1 ’ ■ ■ 

ilhi 5 a i very Imnpleasant • •' sem 

X "'ft ^ wuiw w® ? no Wf^ »» Aaid ^ Mirfi Tm;nsom’A 

aotf ' is no reason in bis"niind-wthy ;he shouM 


theni a^ain??<^^ 




U . S' 
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f,.Haeilie,5espIvod to risk 

“He feels ju.up diijig^.-.on Hiat, 
there, vv.er(^ tlie.daiiger.dpesnft (IfslMJiidion.y.pu. , 
most likely thing. is, itliat .hp. will:inanyrtlti.s.x)-ij.jj; ^ 
“He knpws fiverymng i 

..expi^ssiou, ,uf: his f«we gp.tting , plonded, , - ■ i,,-. I 

:i^g,, ’Xt’rS, of no nse,.for yon to , think. (jf ^ 
phiatr yog oaii t (lo.iik , J,nHc<l,to wJi^ ^ 
tP; ,he! %rtunat 0 -^aH(l ho. is fhrtumto,’'. saM I 
g® f dftgPSQgte,, i with iiitenso*. hittemes®*. t '^i^dt's'ciot '■ 
roy, stai\ .tliat ,h/3 . inherits.” i 

. .“Pq yon.,kww how ho oanK,. hy.tl-u, .inft>v„uiti» 

, this., giri, . ; ,, ^ 

“ Ho ; hut she knew it all holprft.wo siM>ko to. Jier! 

d:Bt7ny«,^s,pfiBfQuuded.by this hopolosgllV„«tj. : = 
^on to winch he had no key. Though ho.thoughf '' 

thpgght .shed .noi.light r.hitt -the ,■ 
pi^t,.,was, opar..; ho held go seKifet that 

'.hjnn,;/ 






’irj'k' 


ij ram me.'^ ^ , ... ' b® 


4 


t ‘ u 


,Bufi,ifypnare:imngin- h 

dfl, anything',; dignnhs tho notjoii- r i- 

’ “ f" “ 

^ ■PHhhoiquairrel Ivith .ycag.ttnd you M 

“ ^gement without s<}arrdaL . lom M 

caar^^more 

f ® wilhtgiotH, 

al, ! g®] a| 








’ “ It/a Very lifiWT 'k]Yeu^,’^’sa^^^f’ »!Fe]hVi^ in 

fclie tone witK \H'Iiio]i a iv.jin ■tliTigj^ ont‘'a''i''(V]^rOtVdj:^ ‘ ' 
rbe'songlit j^oii 'tlitee months' ‘a^o 'f.b' beRttahy-' 
thing rathnr than liinn’’ ’"■ ''■ 

' I liRVe not 'qhari^ellecl' with hhh! ’ '* It ’is ' lie^ 
ha^heen RhVRys heeldri^’ d quarrel wi'tK hie.' '-i'haVe* 
bdthb' a 'gbdd (Idal— -iiidre! th’ah ' any one ■ blse 'wonM? 
Hb set his 'ieeth ^aigiiiiiSt' me froiii the ■ first.” ■ • * 

“ He saw’ tilin'^ tiiahtandyed' him ; and men ‘ are* 
hcft^ like ' wbiheii,” said Mrs' ' Transbine. There Was a’ 
Mtthr inhuehdd * iii that truism. ■ ■ ■' ' /-'"'■ *• -o ■ // ; 

“ It’s very hard on me — I know that,” said JermyW,* 
’^th an • iritehsifiBatibn* ^ of ’ his ' j3re‘Vibus‘ ' t6ne, ri sing 
and walking ‘a ^te'p hf tiVbj'theh'turnihg and’ laying 
his' hnfn'A oh the hhbk of the chair. ‘ ^^ ’Of cdhi^b the 
law in tiiis haSe can’t iii ’tlie Teabt "rejires'cht’’ ' the 
justice of thehiatthri’' T made a gbdd mari}^ sadrif^ehy 
in times past. I gave up a groat deah of fines' hiisihiek4 
fbr the* ’sake bf ’ attetidihg to the family' afPdirs, and' in 
that Tawsuife they Vrould liavc gone do rack arid' 'rtriri 
if it hadn’t been for me.” .'>niiir :h4// 

’’li^ohhoved' atVa^ again, laid down 'his’ w^ich 

lib hi ad been ’'previdii'sty hbldirii'''knd-dKfiist 
liands’dilto ll^^ "fsbcket^ 'a'^ ‘ tre' rbthrnWdfh’Mr^'^Tiu^^ 
some sat motionless as marble, 'Hhd'^affio^’arllale^^ 
Hef'hahds' My‘ cFosyefl'^bh^^Her ' nian, 

yohhg,' ‘sfiifn’ 'aW‘ ^rabefiiI,""Vvith • a helfishnesi' 'ivhicte 
hhii fee’ foihi 6f 'hoffitage do hbrl ’haS‘‘’af -b]iy 
imbked'db ‘ her' antl' kisfebd" those haiids ^fSr- 

\ *AHs^Bn ^ bbyohd’’ ‘any W' fbuiid’ ffi ’Everyday 

^ ^^‘c+\r /Of, I i* i-,rr-r; .Vt'Ji 

\ h; * 
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affair that 

told yo. everything, at the tin.e. , I told you I J 
very uneasy abouf ,fhose witnesses,,, and about eret 

est, thing,. anybody, .cpuld ,charge me with' if L ' 
dife fron,, beginning,,! end, ' aM I h uM 

did .f ' wakes a .man, do anything. What 

*ta. t°“‘ *“i*»*» V tl>s,h>*»it? 

„™ yo„„g baok,lor_I %d ,tli»; TOrid bef» 

. ; ,• ■“ Jes/d . .^aid. ,Mi-s,. Transoine,„in . a, . low hone ’ “, T+ 

caaiiHr’'^ %a.bpopjae.,of y^a ?.’’ palj' Jemyn', 

was mine.” ^ ■'^•■^^b'■WevgBpajtor, mistake 

, !■, Egoism; is : usually stunid in a .^ioi ”* ' 'i‘" '' '' ' 

cgWad-his.ii^itation. -iTheif.JR^ 

;if(tj,l- h^if^y see that,” ho replied ' with n'* ?-' iTi "‘''-i 

an estat^ati/n 

tftrffirT‘4,cleyer lawyer can r£ 
tes.fte will • if it’fi ; ' i ^'BJlthmg 

Sid And ST' d,S,Wi}l 

xie was a baby then.” ' ' ' ‘j 



THE^ 


m 


“I, retnembfir,, most, things tpp,well: jo^ 

bad, better, say at once JS yoWT.pbjeot ^,rp.pa,l.r. 

ing them.”,’ . ; M 1. " 

“ An object th 9 ,t/,is nptiijijg Hiorp tli^n 
With.,tbp,.rplatipn ,J„stopd in, . it ,w.^8 no|, likply„S 

ghonld; think , i^on-nd 

£ire n?adp;to.bind,staai^gprs. ,,.d %d,Qftp?:i 

trouble ,; tP raise the .money ^riece^ary to .pay , op. 

debts and oairfy. ,©n, th& ,afedr® i And) as I sai^ b^fo^S’ 

li'bad giveA np, other linps,,pf,ad'^anopment.wbioi 

wonld baTe, henn,opwto,-iue if I h^d;:}ot„stay_pd W 
this , noighhOTWh9°d. ! nil. A. •. oritjcal , timp, { whfin . 

fresh to the.wofildri Mtedy: A'ho ,kn^, tho ,jhpl0 
ciroumstanops Wb^dl sf>!y,tbAfli,,?py h^ng.h-AP. .? , ATO 
nm down on the score of .my, past trans,a.oliqir?,,Tfiffi 
regard, to ,th,e farniiy. alfe.ir8,;is,,an, ^hpwiwWXWi'^st 

andnAnataMit^iAgn '1,1 if') r. fib" t"" 'd'l 

Jennyn paused a moment, and then added,, , ,^t 

W:ptime,, 0 {fiJkife, odd- ,.H family, #ont 

.aflAr. 'VfhAt jbps -PW# . A AWW 

fea¥e thought there was nothing ypAnWlldiWS 

: “ I, do 'amf> ft,fflakp^e,m?serahle.,,, 

extent of my poWff^tOifeo^prs^i^lPf^’if r/d' 

...‘thTo,, it is lUoh.dW .1^®^ 

eoiold, saveme if.you wQ-?d4 b^AOPr 

poged that Harold wojjld gp.on. agaipst we , . „j. 

ifiho knew tJip.whcge.itruth-”-! •,! ■■! 

J#iwyn !M. sat. ,(^o.wn bo%re ;heinttered 

wor.dk? .HO.M low,?d.>,h^>;,y010®f-.#SWWh:" <fr^^ 

had "the, air Pf one,.wfeOi thongbt 

pared the, way for an.nndorstandWSv,.,'¥l^t: a n^ 
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i ^ ^ 

#itk sb sharpiiess, with^^b’bYi^bb?! '’^naVitV’at 

cbfnmarid — a man whb pt^ned teiiaelf bn Ids pj^rJ 
suasivenees towards women, — should belia. ve jiist ay 


JI.WA WXJIKJ VVVA-*. w V-^JU arV^^x\^V» UXJkC.tJU l.VyJLXi ClXlll 

sbliish insbnsibilit^j?^ Will defb!^^ eb^cel'lent' ■giftshb^vill? 
ihalce a sensible 'person 'Sliotit Wlleii -Shontiii^ 'is 
6f place, and'. W1 biake . a' 'polished twa¥r rnde ’^'WM 
his pblish' might be of ‘eihinent ’ hse • to llfmi * * ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ’ 'As ' J erlbyn;^ Sltiiig Ido Wfi 'add l^kiiitlg' fbtWard 'With 
an elbow nn His^ltheej^tteted liiS.daSt 
fehbw tlie^'WhblB' ^riitli ^a sli^hV Slibbfe ■febtiibd-'ftb 
p’a^l ' tRibn^h ' * ^ Trabs'dinfe^s hi tliertd ’ibbtionley^ 

D6dy|ddlfdW(^^b3^ 0 (l*^\idden diyit^ in' 'her fWes', as in’ 
ahb^nibiaPs' abbnt t6''Rpnng^^ ' ' ' h / lun 

^■•^.|^bd Vbn exfkct me’ td^eft -S^fe'Sh^d', 'not 
loudly, but yet with a clear libf 

J''''^^ouia' 'it hot 'be rijtlit for Rim tb^4:rl6W^*’^’»%aid 
defmyn, in -a more bl'ah'd'iahd’pteju^^#^^^^ than 
he’had Jyet usedC ’ •* ' ‘ ■ i } (egnodt =: 

Perhaps some of the most dernhlg^ffbTir bf thd 

i f i t 1 *f J • I « »*,» #"* i- '. 'M. V ., ,. ..^ ..i. ,.,'F w ^ . 

t a 


IS coming 'tb "be 

uttered by lipi^4Kli1fR44i'^nb'hight''to it.* ' ’ '“no. j* 

mm” Mrs Trall^me, 
ifeatoe tIMIle(5 Ivitll’ a pak^6H 
that 'seeirisa to®"' to ttake W' ycraiip^’ a.g'aitil '"He^ 
hands hung beside her difeiidieii 'tiglitW.' h# 


14 f -In’tteTn'e'ss-.of 

atscorrtfen1;,‘and S^fiiSd'siidderdy M'with eneff^; 
^^li^reckrtn tip ydni- 'skcrfi*rc'es "for hie :‘*y6tf 
““P gc^ accoriht' bf thferri; ‘arid it ds tie^dftii 


• • t 

i 






^re. souu; or.tliem wlia* no ones j else, cojild gW«9S or 

tfipd ont. ,,Buit yori luacle your gaoi-j£><»8i 

^eemred pleasant -to- you j, wlieu .you toW-iJUS tdoy 
were, your liappmti&s,!; when ypu;.to]di,.tt#H^i#iii^ 

'^-ap I ,whq, s,te9ped, and I who •Ipestowed.. .favuurss, 

J^aimyn i^ose Isvifd . hamd; 

pf.dho .clrair..,! Jfe had grown -visMy paler,., h»lt 

seewod nhotd tOiiBppafe. .. i.,,,i’i -.i'' i. .> 

. , “ iDon’tiWi^h !.[M^-^.dranspioe|aid, peremptorily. 

»d)ond,:op©n ,youiv-.Up 3 again,..; .You .’haye ,eald 

enough’; I will speah inoW-l-uI haT^:iin%de,.!s%?«lWP 
tap„l,pt,it:W th^- Utey.^werel^iqt-my 

hipwo^di ItoWaknftepd^w:*^^ ff sto^e^r 
aftpr .i:„saw,.tliat, ypiiT;.tenier»eeei had,.iumed ..into 
x^lonlf^tion-t-after, d saw, that ' you fiared, fpr^yougse# 
only, and not for me. ..d, heard '.yonr.esplapationST+t 
pf'yosil?: dpty. hi hfo-fpfl our, mutual «ep.utatiw>-^of a 

YirtuQiwyWMlJ^'te ^ 

let • every thing, go. my.eyea; d:m,ight almas* 

have let myself staiwe, nither ■ than have ,sceu^ ^ 
quarrel with .th.o man d ,had,j.lqved,.in!y 5 hw^.j,|:^^ 

aQwehmqf ttp|8pf.;H}y 

Ther^ iwa|i vih. 

when she spoke agarpiit, ;:^m# 

frozen into n cutting ,hI;,SUPPOSPi ifri^dver 

jinked -onds ppdket, ,thoeeJs-,_nOr.W»a» would: .lik#i t« 
own it. i don’t. say d;iv«a 8 !'nfttidahr£»dlof!,ij 50 ^f 

ms 8.fitaid 0d,y<jm* «»«'l'’^"kn«w;itaaw/Ivwa8,;^ 

, iffMrstTmnsomejIVsaid, dennyn, 

‘fit .is ne.edl^»t,tct.«^y® ^ ntnthdra'sss.^y words 
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You cali’t withdraw them. ‘ Can a than apologise 
for being a dastard? . • . And I have cahsed 
you to strain your conscience, have I? — -it is I who 
have Sullied ‘your' purity? I should think the de- 
mons have liiore 'lionoUr— they ares not sO impudent 
'io hue another.- I 'Would not io^e 'the ’misery of 
being a womah,^now' T’see what can bedhe baseness 
of a man. One must be a' 'uian-^hM-' to' tell a 
wbmah that her’ Jove has niade* her your -debtor, and 
^hen ask diet ’fo pay you by ' breaking tlile laSt' poor 
threads between her and her son.^' r ‘ • ' ' ■ ^ n ' • • . 

- do not ask it,” said Jerinyn, with'^a-ndrtain 
as|)etlityi He was beginning ' to "find this ' iritbler- 
able. The mere brute strength of a^tiiksbtiiinh croh- 
4ure * ^ rebelled; ’ ‘ * He' ’ felt ' ’ailtoOst ineliited ot^ 

the voice out of' this woman. ‘ *-’ • 


% H ? 


^^You do' ask ‘it: it is what you ‘would like. ‘I 
hay© had a terror, on^ me lest evil ‘-should happen to 
ifouj ^ ’ ■ From^ tie' first;- aijOr ^Hk’old canie home, I had 
W homble ’ dreiadl ’ ^ Jt * seemed’^'''^ ■ mUMer ' ' might 
Come between 'you^rdMu^t l^iiOW wtatJb f 
horror of his not knowing the tiuth:'^ I might have 
been dragged* ^ait Msi;, by my Own feeling — by ii]r 
bWn memory-^to-teil him all, and make him as Vtell 
Its myself miserable, to save you.^’ ^ 

there! was a slight tretfiOr; as If ^ at 'the 

remMillfianoe of womanly tend^rnes aud/ pilyj ' ' But 
|mmedialely>shMafinched^forth agmni''* ^ ' 

* . i^^^Butr^n©w! r©uHh^e*fdsked ime,< T^^y^ hevte teS 

'mi 


bifd' Bejruteed-TTrtp-3^db 

ib:i«ave yourscKi ) Mf il tjud^kent went 

p^orehand- — that I should simforLal 
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:i;pon tlao^o last M'ordjS i Mp Traii^om^, 
passed out of ;tl:^e roopi. The softly -padded , door 
closed behin!l her luukiug no nois^-^,: .a^ad ,4^rmypi 
Ipppd, himself alpipp. , ■: . ,. r- f: j ncd 

, F,o;r, , Ui hrfef ^ space he, stood,, ; still. , Human .heing^ 
in momw^fs of passionate p-^pijoach and- denunciation,r 
e^p^oially ^rhpn .their ange3.> is on tji^h own account 
are , ixeyer; ,so wholly in the . i;ight » that the person 
•whp has to .wiuqe cannot possibly protest against 
some pproasonablen ess or (Unfairness in their out- 
burst.* , And if Jermyn bad -been capable of fooling 

he.bad;;thoroug)hyinnqfited,fhip.fhlfli^^^^ 


would, npt h9-ye.;inttqred- the,.wpr(^,, it 

down, on hirn. - . Meor : . mpt ^ beqonie , pcuif e;pt. and 

learn ^P; qbhqr theinaelyes by,iiA^dng,,fheir bacbs 
cut, loppp, yfitli ; tjip lashd rather^ -th^y * 
the, I J I PCr^some; 

•^yhen she, that-.sh®- a feriou^ 


yj'omap-TrFhp f nof , dp, : what he .wanted , ^er , ,tp 

dp. ,,.,Apd!be T^^s ^^ppported as tp hisjjustifiablene^s 

by^.-^p ;ip^f^^rd,repqfj^i^^^,p^ wh^b^a 

to her ; it was right that Harold should knpf^yifche: 





5^8 




it' is' licjf to b^ loelieVed that' sh^ wonld Hike Kim the 
better’ fht it 'Irideedj one often sdems to see Wily! 
the saints' slioiild' fvtefet o^lidles to words; espetiiall^ 
from penitents whose skin is in danger. ' Some felt 
of generosity wohM’ hkve‘ made Je-rmjm 'conscious 
that -he had lost the 'citizenship wliidli aiitlidffied* 
hihi’ to plead the right ; still iiiorey that his' 4^1f-f fn-^ 
dicatiOn to* Mr^’ ’TtansbniO would be like the 'exhibh 
tion of a hi^hd-ihatk,' and 'only show that he Was 
shame-jprOof. TlffetO' ■ M heroism eVen in ‘-tM circled 
of diell for felToW-siiihers who ' cling ' to eabii other* ih 
thb fiery whirlwind and newer recrimiriate. ‘ But 
^ese' tMng^' which ' are easy to disCOrn Wh’On’ tlfey 
are*’ piainted' for h's on the iar^e’ 'canvas^ of pdOtie 
ethty,' becOme 'OOhfusOcl and obK^chre eVek* fOi* wOlI- 
i^ad^ ’getitlemen when* their atfectioi^foy 
ie* alarmed by ^pressing- ’details hf 'actuk ’ experience.’ 
If xomiiansoh 'hf ihst^nOes^h's’ aotiVe 'k kWch 
tfme'Sjkkls’ bliiefly in' 'gdio Wing 'tlicin that ’thei'f bWh 
Me- ^ Subtle (listinctiohe''fidih "WlT khyi^ 'base^’ 
Which 'i^bould fi^ee' thehi' ftOrh' iihrhiligked ■hohdem- 

= ;il Osllf' id'L”'? ti J'l 


t : 1 .t 




( ' 



iKAiiijgiAiX.. 
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^ jnild and interrogatory uianuer. But the clearest 
and most unpleasant result of the interyiew was, 
that this right thing which he desired so much would 
certainly not he done for him by Mrs Traxisome, 

As he was moving his arm firom the cliair-hack,; 
and turning to take his hat, there was a boisterous 
noise in the entrance -hall 5 the door of the small 
(irawing-rooii|,| whi^h had| cjo^ed latching, 

was pushed open, and old Mr Transome appeared 
with a face of fe,ebte4^%lvt,,.pl§i^yi!;^ horse to little 
Harry, who rahted'* him, while 

Moro yapped in^a' puppy fteir heels.., . But 

when Mr Transome saw Jewayn in the xoom he 
stood still in,,H;ie,*dQb^V^ did not know 

whether entrance 'were ' penM^sifele: The majority 
of hisnt 'thought s, / were* -hut ravelled threads 01, the 
past. The attorney oanie forward to shake hands 
liv^ithH dheijpdliiteiii^^, *bhit /the »oJd jnarif 
! be ’ Idote^Hamd ' ihl a t hesitating iw ayh^i r.-J * ^ 

eSOni©?i”- ''b;-. 'it-' ;>de Oul.-* bhjI.H 

L’ 5 Jermytoijismjiled* hisi way out i jlaet 
■gtoTlifp 5>and. littiotHarjyy thihiu^^gdie 'h^ 

4iht hitinr nr 

rddi 

vdo^^f ■llliyhin ^irf/ • 

dftj'jaii-ilnuf lidrl'itjd n i-n.'- -‘bfT#? ■ 

iindl t,)I;4o , li'niiK .‘lu!./ .Hid/. nidi ■ 7ni,f 

nhnp luh'lu iiUf. 



>'i r > ^ n s >* nl ■ ■ r. .tr# , uu i .1 1 


jmi 'iou moti' «old 
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! ( 


’ ■•ill'', I . I ' ; 1 1 


OHAPTEB XLIIt 


• / i 


t ■ ^ ^ i ^ 

' ‘ ^ f J I ’ , H i 

n ' ‘ 




f ‘ , 


I f ; 


I , . . i _ « » « If , _ f 

tiniidhfevei' way wiy-d^s decline,^ ■ 

. i I ,ff It ja^a .fe(2l ’ .thpu^h Ittft. a|9ne, , . 
His bemg working in iiun'e awn,' ’ 
Tlifi footsteps of Iiis pfela mine.' : ! . ^ : 


i; ' 

'I.-; 

}r : i 1 * ^ •' 


V -i : 1-, i ? 


t « ; : 1 j 


; ? ' 


Hear fritnid, far olf, niy lost desire 
^ far, sd netai; in 'wrofe and Vvtial 
04lpv<^*-^l^ejipeet \vjli5*n jnost.I M 
There, i,s a lower ahd a higher ! ' ' 

' ' ' '■ i' Jn' M&inomaTn- 


: /f 


t. ■ ) 


M- 


; ' r 




Apim that moramg -on wkich Esther 'foandi 'iietgelf 
reddened and ©onfosed' by the heiise. ef llii^v^kk^lmade 
a^distehi ailu^oh to EeMx Holt, she , feittiti ^pos- 
sible that she should even, as she had sohietimes 
^intended, speak of him explicitly to Harold, icEi‘ ok’der 
Id (hscuss thh probabiliMes ^.'as ;to the issue 
hhaL ^he?was^certaiii>^sIi!€fiJeoiiId,nneti doi lit. yrathfvi^t 
betraying* emotion, and^i^h^^k^verevV^e^prcaia^ 
reasons in Esther’s mind why she oonld not bear 
that Harold should detect her sensibility on this 
sul^ect- It was not only aH the fibres of » maidenly 
pride aaad Reserve, c>f a bashfulne^ undefinably peon- 
liar, towards man^ who, Whfie much older tk^Ln 

h^rsel^ and bearing the stamp of an expenenca q^uite 
>lfi(^en from bar .miaginationy was taking stronger 
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asp6(St'of a‘ lover — ^it’ WtlH 'tloiJ' ftnly this ox^ul- 
Site' kind of feliame wlddi was at- '^di'k‘ 'within her : 
there wa«^ afiotheir sort of' susceptibili/y’ iri "EBther, 
which her firesCfit circntnstanoes tended ’ to' ehcSCihi^- 
agC, though' 'slie had eoine tb regard A ’as hht^’kt 
all Ibftiy,' bet rather as Bometliing which cbncIeriiWCd 
tei* to littleness ih cofn^afison with a niind she'^had 
learned to vene!i?atb: ' She* krthw Well thaty fe 
Batold Tran8onie,’Ffeii’ic '^[olt’Was' one of the cbmmT5n 
people who'-Conld (ionic* Into* ^ttCstion in no' bthet 
than ' 0 / -ptiblic lighh ’ Shd had ■ a native ' ■capabiMfy 
for- ’ discerning' that' the * s^s’C^ ■ ranfife ’ato’ 
has its repulsions ^'dorrespOBding * tb the ' r^pnlsibns 
dependent on difference of race and colont’; -and she 
reAtejnliercd ^ het ’owit ' imprbssihns tob • Well ’ ’nbt-- 4o 
feresbd that it Wohld^ cbme on Harolffi ']t>ansbn!fcfe'''^s 
'a'skobky lf he suspected- thei%'’ had been ktly IbvC- 
passages* between het’-’and this’ yoting* tfaaiif -who to 
him was df»*cOufee * 110 ’ more- than^ intelli- 
gent member of the \^rking' claiss. • S^id 

'Esther to lierself, with a reaction of her neweir,’ *heitfeer 
pride/ -Who’ has' imt had the sort of hnetoOtirSe'cih 
which ' i’elii’ ' Holtzs' bnltur ed ■ natCre ^ watild ■ hare^ aS- 
seil^d* its»:*sppeiidrity/’^'' lALnd* hex’ fiiiotuatiotfS^- dn 


irMry 


■^ere Was ’a hgtt 

ins Whreh'k4WaSi*%lgar^‘bom|^red With' Eeli:&. * Felix 
had ideas and motives which she did ^ not 'bei.%wfe 
that Harold could understand.' i SEoife thali alh '^More 
wks'tliis test;*;, she herself had'nO'Sense.'Of ■infSid^iH.ty 
and just eut^bfeion* wMen she wais with Bak>MM9ran- 
%<nne | ’ the^e* Wei4 ’dven ' points; in him ' fot* whifeh' fslie 




angTj, but ,pf*. pZ^}ff?ili,«por^y; 
with Felix slf-e, bp-cl uJwuj^ja ^pris,e; pf ,d&- 
jp<^4eiice.and po^^s^iJble illumipatiop,, : :,Ii^, tliQi^e 
gr^xe, caiidid gi;ey ej^es - o£ bis, lov:e /scfeui^pfcl . sopiu- 
thing that belonged to the higlp ’entIiusia£?mjiotVl^C^^ 
eueh as, might, ^qw ]b€i for. ever shut* apt frpm, her. | ; 

, , . All , the , saiue, her. vauitj, winced aj idea th*# 

,hfai:pI4 shnpl4 :di^c^rn poinf phiView, 

.wpuld seem -dike ,a ;dagradatipu .pf apwi m- 

fiii^meiih n She^iepiild nptjhelp.hein^.gratj^ihed.biy'.ah 
, manifestations from %^e arpund, .hen /that i ,she 
was thought thoroughly htted I highfiPositiontTr 
r^puid.uot help eipoying^ .udth 
^freheunsal; of ,1h^t: depmanour .ampp^st iluxumea.aud 
, dignities = ,whio}i hMl <^tep ; been/ a part I pi^ hen- >day- 
dregjns^ and* the rehearsal inoltided//the rreoeption^^Qf 
more and morp ^mphatip* aite#tioiis.;h’om Harohhi and 
a?loefluaiFepf^vimjhisiinannQysjjWhi(^h;! in prqpojf- 
i iha^ jbeen, offensive if ut had appeared 
flatt^ungiias the , effect off a^^gro wing 

pof uainten>e andi daily f eon taet4 , , it epmesiin *so many 

iffrm^dn, this life tof pnrsr- rtho knowl^go' .that -therp 

aweetestf. and jmobi^^^ I of <iwhioitjtKye 
n siandiffte. f s^^sp ^ ®f somafhiig|]pfe^i|t'> thei: 

p^iimeiai^i ,.• 4y4ity: 

h’ sliesiiah^ys .^ange * of i smih 
di-SPifarpIii 
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in()tionig' pi'acHoal clev^mfess-^thc? HAas- 

G%line baf^e'witli wlii’dl' 'lie governed eybryb^dy o/nd 
gi|imiBiste<3<l bvorytihing abont liiui/ ivithifra’t'the'ie'a^ 
bk^sbii^ss,' tod With ! a ' fabi^e g*ood-iiatur€5 - ^liibli' -ye^ 
not tvbal:. ^ ' dn thi\ ibackgroniid, too, 
tbb 6Ver-pdosbnti'Oosnsid’dmtio]ij that if Harold ‘Tirtoj 
wiMi«^d ii6 libr; and she • aocepfoct ■ htoy 

the problem of her lot WotiM be more easily solved' 
than 'iti ai^^*btiiel^‘KVayi ' Itf was difficult' by ahy 
th^ry of - Pttviddfi.tee,* -of i ctosideration 'of restilts; 
to^sl^eaeotee -which she * could' oalb duty*:- if -sdihe^' 
thiiig 'would Oome^ totl urge itseif'‘stibn^giy*'‘§Si|^lMi-^ 
^nte j ’ and her ^ fcfeta t/he - feffort’ ■ to * find ' a' ulub' 

pii^^^le' ' hrfkl ' the ^ ijaby rinllldrie cohfhsibtis • of right' 
aftdf liossossion, the ^ j:>roi1iise could * hot '^but’ ‘ Se'erk' 
alMriugi: ^Mnd- yet, this ^ life Vit’ TrausOtne OO'firt 
the life/ of tier'tlay‘4feaife : ^e^j^^^'^f^-dul^ess’ 
ly iuodh^^;dase/'tod^dn-’ the ' absence of 
[' b f and thM%^ Was^>d Vague corisciffiihnebS ' that' 
theolove^ dfthis hof uuif4Scinating man who hoofed 
about ;heh»gavb<an’ A of^tnorah medibdrity to 'ail 
prospects; b ^he-i woirld. 'hot liks^e^ been 
to define’ thk ' impression 'f bufe'sOfeehOW^hr' ^ofl^i'er’lty 
this elevatl«>of^fe)Mfnetit^^ thto^ftee^ higher 

arafcfefen^ *t^bibh ' Aad ^ hfegto * * lo in ^ * tiefi^’4v^as 

fer-ever nuli&d;»’.b Ail life seeMed^ bhe^erfed^fy 

ij to' {f ybtitig"' sthd^nt whii; having^ bfelievecb 
a* ’(iert6a& ^ degi^ee Ke hiust *write “ 'a theMS* 
in ; Would ‘ Mb ’ powers ' to bOar* 

merrfforabM>offect?/'SurMeidy ascertained’ that hb 
Was^e5^pected) toti'thb^ Sum -(in tehgdisli ' mtoey) 'Of 
t'fcenty^SeTerk pounds ten Shillings aM' siitpOnO'O. ' ’ 
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Afler all, she was ,a; woman^ afic{<*(j!otild -iiot 
heir own lot As she had ; once i sajd to Felix, f f A 
woman must ciioose . ineaner things, hecaii^e. Oni^. 
meaner things are, offered to her. Her lot is made^ 
for her b^? the love she accepts. And Esther begam 
to tMnfe; that her lot was being made for. her by thi& 
loYO that was surroxjnding Aer -vj^ith the iniffence of 
a. garden a summer morning. ; i s ; ; 

^ his side, was conscious that the intere^ 
*^.wooiiig was not standing stills ; * w^-s begin- 
g to think it a (xm^uesti in-whioh it .would be 
disappointing to fail, even if this feir nymph. had; no 
to the t .estate. ' He w ould have liked— h-and - yet 
I ' imt jhave Mkedn-rthat gust ta (slight , shia<^ Wf 
tolii^ J(^coess;ish<>ii|d h^tremoved. .1. :-Tlilere^ 
lethii^ ahoutr lEsiliherj ; that ? h^ > ^dld not; alte- 
understan^ ; She was olearlj^ a, wb ihan" .that 
be goveri^ed,; ?she, was too nharming ibr him 

heohstinafce <l^rint.et&ringi. 
iighpimg .tbafc 1 shot onh of, he^^ . iio w 
then, which; seemed t.ths- ^igu ^of^^#i^dahge*J©us 
5 ;as if she inwardly (saw solhething more 
to > dwi ; Harold Transome. ) .Naw,lto be >p&iH 
a. woman should iK)t see this- ■ ^ r d ^ 

; Pei»a^ , 4ay, wlien already! *he ■ golden; 
^P ¥t|4» .(popsoe .were out m tbQt.t£,ma&-^on 0 

days which sometimes t precede ,' ifcii® 
.rf M»oh, ^and;,imke belieive tliartj 

of w*om., JWieir a^d Harold madi i 

y ^Ktday to,.waIk|npcBii ther gt^el at 
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th^ pleasnre-groimds on the easteth side, because Mr 
Lingorij who was one of them, was going home, and 
his road lay throngh the stone gateway into the park. 

Uncle Lingon, who disliked painful confidence's’, 
and preferred loiowing ^^no mischief of anybody,” 
had not objected to being let into the important 
secret about Esther,‘and was sure at once that the 


whole affair, instead of being a misfortune, was a 
piece of excellent Inck. For himself, he did not 
profess to be a judge of women,’ but she seemed to 
have all the points^ and to ^ carr;jr« ib^rkeif as- well 
as Arabella did, whi4h- was saying Us good deal. 
Honest Jack Lingon’s ;flrst impressions = quickly be- 
came traditions, which no subsequent evidenc-e could 
disturb. He was fond of his sister, and seemed never 
to bes coiiscious of any change for the worse in her 
since ‘ their ■ early time. He considered * that mah a 
hedst who ' kaid anything unpl^sant about the per- 
sons* to whom he Was attached. ^It was not that he 
winked ; his wide-open eyes saw ‘ nothing* ht^t- What 
his easy disposition inclined ‘himi to - see. o Halrdld 
was a good fellow f a . clever 'cha|/ ; *> and EsthfeFs 
peculiar fitness fOr him, *under all the cirCumstanGeb, 
was extraordinary : it reminded him of some&img 
in : the classics,’ ' though • ho cd'uldnH think ‘ j e&actly 
what — ^in fact, a inemory was’- a ? nasty iineasy thing, 
'likthet was alwa^ the old -Bector came. 

With an odd oOnfeariety to dier . former niceties she 
liked* his rough Attire and. careless,- frank ■speeohl; 
they were something not pomt deyice th^ seemed 
to connect the^ life of Transome CJo’urt . wo.th that 
rougher, commoner world where heJJ.hwe had 
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Harold were walking a little in advance 
the rest of tke party, who were retarded by 
'furious causes. Old Mr Transom©, wrapped in a 
cimk trimmed with sable, and with a soft 
gdao trimmed with far on his head, had a 
unoertain walk. Little Harry was dragging 
a ^y vehicle, on the seat of which he had insisted on 

a piece of scarlet drapery round 
look like a barbaric prince in ^ 
), haying little imagination, objected 
to this, and barked with feeble snappishness as the 
tyrannous lad ran forward, then whirled the chariot 
3^ back to “Gappa,” then caime to a dead 
ov^pet, the- chariot, that he might watch 
’s wate -sp^mel, rmn ,ft)r/!the hurled 
bring it in his mouth Nimrod kept close 
j, glancing with much indiffer- 
pdour about sticksr-^he had 
and Dominie, walked by, 
InekiUg oii i^andly, and taking care both of young 

'' ?Wae ijot ' there.-' ;• , ■. ; : , 
seeing that they were a good 
tiie res% Esther and Harcdd 






:¥-Wisat 'do 

said 

hmek a Mi of m 



about thinning the trees 
I, pointing wiih his stick. 
that if |hey were divided 
iSOs as to Aow the oc^fcs: beyond, it would 
a iHupiovement. It would give an idea of 
is lodfe now. And there might he some 
out of those' mixed trees. 




:■ f 
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I should think it would be an improveiil^iti. 
One likes a ^ beyond ’ everywhere. But J never hesird 
you express yourself so dubiously,” said.* Esther^ 
looking at him rather archly: ‘^you generally .see 
things so clearly, and are so cjonvinced, that I ^all 
begin to feel quite tottering if I find jjj .maoer- 

tainty. Pray, dont begin to be doubtful 5 it! is so 
infectious.” 

t t i 

“You think me a great deal tom sure — tooicon- 
fident ?”> said Harold. 

Not at ah. It is an hnmense advantage- to-.-.toovt’ 
your own will, when you always^rneg^.to;W^ii^^^ 

get it^ in ^iteo^ mean- 
ing solid t'Haroi^' ■ with la; beaming ‘inl|iiiry ■ in 
eyes. 

“Oh tdien,” said Esther,: turning her ; 
carelessly, as if | she i iweren^coj 

•I • <m 



easSy, as^i 



birch-stems^ “ you ? isrcriiid bear it 
did your hot . getimg., into Parliament Y6u : wouM 
know you could get it anothea: time — or get 
tking else -as good.” ’ ; ,jt 

said Harold, ^ movihg... on a 
if he did not want to ibe quite overt 
othbFs,^ “yoa saonsidemme; a fat, iatuohSy 
fallow.^?: 5 \ '-i . f,, ' 

“ Oh, there are’ iegrqes,” 
silvery ISugk ; - ^ you have just m nmoh of 
qualities ^ is becoming. There are di 
You are perfect ih your own • r . i 
1 “But you prefer Mother 
more 'submissive, ; tearful^ d^ 
wouldi dffief hisinc^se with; more 


I 'i ^ 



• H;.i j 
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“You are quite mistaken,” said Esther, stilMightly. 
“ I find I am very way ward. YVheii anything’- is 
offered to me, it seems that I prize it less, and don’t 
want to have it.” 

Here was a very baulking answer, but in spite of 
it Harold could uiot help believing that Esther was 
very far from objecting to the sort of incense he had 
been offering just then. 

I have often read that that is in human nature,” 
she went on, “ yet it takes me by surprise in myself. 
I suppose,” she added, smiling, “I didn’t think of 
myself as human natoe.” , ; u. 

f i“ I don’t confess to the same way wardnessy’^. said 
Harold. * ^ I am ■ very fond of - thihgs : that I • can get. 
And I never longed much for anything out of rny 
reach. Whatever I * feel sure ‘ of i getting* D Hkb ' 'all 
the 1 better^ ' - 1 think half those priggish maxims 
about human natgre in. the iLunip''are no; .more to 
be^Telied /on than ; universal’ remedies.! -iiThere are 
different sorts : of human : nalkire.’ . Boiiiii;© are given 
to discontent •and longing, others-* to -seeming land 
-<mj.oying. And let me tell' fou, the discontented 
'kinging ! style is unpleasant to live with.” .j ’ 
f soiHkrold nodded rwith a • meaning . smile at Esthon 
“Oh, I assure you I have abjured all adnhratibn 
she^karid, toiling -up jatihim , in retdrn. ■ - 

the ; schoolinig-iEelix had 
given, heri aWut ■ her fByronipi -heroes, - and -was ipi- 
wardly adding a third rsoitrj mf human natee^^ to 
Ihosei va^ties whioh Hdrold hadoii|iOHtioned'.? : He 
owuraHy j siipposed'. that he/kiight * .take t the ' albg'utar 
tipn ’tQ:: te- entirely in, his own ' favton? ,* ! AM ffaee 
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did. look very pleasant; site conld not help 
him, although he was certainly too particBlar about 
sauces, gravies, and wines, and had a way^^df vir- 
tually measuring .the -value of everything by 'th4 
contribution it made to his own pleasum "'Mb 
very good-nature Was unsympathetic : it never came 
from any thorough understanding or deep respect 
for what was in the mind of the person he obliged 
or indulged ; it was like his Idndness to his mother 
— an arrangement of his for the happiness of others, 
which, if they wore sensible, ought to succeed, And 


an inevitable comparison/; 


haunted hdr;^ 


hert- the same quality in his political views : the 
utmost enjoyment of his own advantages was the 
solvent that blended pride in his family and- posi- 
tion, wdth the adhesion to changes ihat 'to 
oblit^Lte. tradition and ^'melt down enchased gold 
heirlooms into plating for the egg-spoons of ^Hhe 
people.” It is terrible— ^the keen bright eye of a 
woman when it has once been turned with admiration 


cm what is severely true; but then, the severely tirae 
rarely comes within its range of vision. ' Esther had 
had an unusual illumination ; Harold did not khow 
hx>w, but he discerned enough of the effect to make 
him more cautious than he had ever been in his life 
before. That caution would have prevented 
just then from foUowdng up the question ^s to the 
style ofperkin Esther would think pleasant to ^ii4e 
with, even if Uncle Lingon had not joined tiiem,4k 
he did, to talk about soughing tiles; saying pres- 
ently ; that he should turn across the grass and 
get on to the Home Farm, to have a look at the 
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pippyainents that Harold >was making with isiicii 
raeihg‘'S|)eed.- .■ * ■ ■ -- * ’■*■' ' '■ si. 

“But ffoa ,ksaow,: lad,” said th© Eeotor;. as »they 
paased at the. expected* parting, • ^^^iyou ‘oan^t 'do 
eA^erj^tbing in a -hurry.; The -wheat must haye time 
to !, grow, ;eyen when • you’ye; reformed 'dU.' us old 
Tories ; off the m face of the ground, -Dash it I now 
the,; ' election’s > oy^r : . : I’m an old Tory agaiiiiv ■ You 
seOy-Harold, a Eadloal won’t do for - the do-unty. ' At 
another selection, you must be on the look*omt for a 
borough where - they, want A bit of blood. 1 should 


have liked you uncommonly to »stand for'the' uounty; 
and a Radical of good' family squares well enough 
■with a /new-fashioiied Tory likely otuigi Hebarry* but 
you ! see, these; iii?iota- — it’s ■ heen ^ a 'nasty business. ■ T 
shall have my hair combed at the^ eessidns-for a yeat 
te eome^' *: OBut, heyday ! What damei is thisy : wtih’a 
small boy rW-pot one 'of my iparishibnere S ” i • w - • t , ■ * 

i% I efendsiEsthdr 'turned^ band mwl an eidierly 


bp^liTO w tail a > i li-fctle higheri ^ thari t * his > waist; * ' but 
as I td- Ms* throat' with! ai hlue; woollen com^ 
filter, t > f Sather * . iDecoghised! the - * pair*, t tooi i well, . and 
felt y elry s uncoinfortablei 'We ; so pitiably * i n smki 
i§||ie|^ito* all'fsprts .iof yg^ty— H©y eoa the » r^’^dry vanities 
Wlr a^-.p'§?ei|iK^y rebouncipg!!//i Arid linApite; l<l)f Jthe 


yiniamiy 


>1 sUliS 
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Ml’S, Holt: af^vunoed into 

iaiiae more, evident tlmt she - was . Iwith < a 

not to charm the eye, bnt rather tit 

^itjb, aljl; that expression of woe whidi bel<^ 3 ^r.to 
vearyn rusty bombasine and the limpest states Of 
, Still, she was n,ot a woman to 
of ]aer own value, or become abject in Jher .manners 
■urider anyi circumstances of depression ; €fend Bh4* had 
^ peculiar sense on the present occasion ^ that she 
justly relying on the force of her : own 

and Judgment^ iu: imiepandente^ 

if.^hei had thor^ht them/wor^j to ’Jbiowi of 
tter,. . undertaking* ’ She ourtsied; once, as if . to &e 
^ptire; group/ now including even , the. dogs^ < who 
w,^d, ! ya^ws degrees of ^ omrio^ty-y ; espeeiaify 
Wh^lMnd of gam^ the sm^ler aniuml Jcfe mi^t 
jprovp.5to th9iia|beVi*duefkiv^tigatiQn p aind tl^n* -hhe 
p;rp<>e^(ied>at .onoel tow Esther, who , in spitei^HDf 
ft Br , annoyance, . took her arm from 
^ ^ How do you do, Mrs Holt ’’ : vary | 
stooped , to] pati litHe Job. . - « 


fisBa'.* 







- ^ I. 


C£ 


^ ^JQ^' know* him , Miss Lyon/’ i ^id. ( Mis 
Holt in that tone which implies that the ‘Oota-T^^a- 
tjpn as intended for the edification of. company 
. ^eiaeraliy ; , you. know the?' orpkim : child, as Felix 
’btorughfl .home for me that aim* hisi mbiher to 
. =of. ■ And it’s what IVe done nobody J 
BO”-t-^though, ifs ia^bl© is my- reward.” . 

Bather had raised-, herself again, to. stand r in 
loss . ienduin-noei bf whatever might be eomis^. t' Biit 
Hyr , ftliis time; young, * Harry, stituck evein more than 


. !'i< t 
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the dogs by the appearance of Job Tudge, had come 
round dragging his chariot, and placed himself close 
to the pale child, whom he exceeded in height and 
breadth, as well as in depth of colonring. He looked 
into Job's eyes, peeped round at the tail of his jacket 
and pulled it a little, and then, taking off the tiny 
cloth-cap, observed with much interest the tight red 
curls which had been hidden underneath it. Job 
looked at his inspector with the round blue eyes of 
astonishment, until Harry, purely by way of experi- 
ment, took a bon-bon from a fantastic wallet which 
hung over his shoulder, and applied the test to Job's 
lips. The result was satisfactory to both. Every 
one had been watching this small comedy^ and when 
Job crunched the bon-bon while Harry looked down 
at him inquiringly and patted his back; there' was 
general laughter except on the part of Mrs Holt, 
who was' shaking her - head slowly, arid slapping 
1 the b^cki of her left hand with the paihfiih patience 
of a tragedian whose part is in abeyaiiCh''^ ill- 
timed introduction of the huihbrouS. ’ ' ^ - 


“ I hope Job’s cough has been better lately,” said 
Either^ in mere' uncertainty as to what it would be 
desirable to say or do. 

^ Miss Lyon,” said Mrs 

.ScM, looking at the distant landscape. ^^ I’ve no 
rmson to disbelieve but what you wish well to the 
child, and to Felix, and to me. I’m shre nobody 
has any occasion to wish me other ways." My char- 


£^t€l- will bear inquiry, and what you, as are young, 
I’t know, others . can tell yon." That was whM I 
to tmyself when I made up my mind to come here 
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and see you, and ask you to get me tbe freedom to 
speak to Mx Transome. I said^ whatever Miss Lyon 
may be now, in the way of being lifted up among 
great people, she's our minister’s daughter, aaad.was 
not above coming to my house and walking with my 
son Felix— though I’ll not deny he made that figure 
on the Lord’s Bay, that’ll perhaps go against him 
with the judge, if anybody thinks well to tell him.” 

Here Mrs Holt paused a moment, as with a mind 
arrested by the painful image it had arlled up. 

Esther’s faco was glowing, when Harold glanced, 
at her; and seeing this, he w^s <^nsiderate , enpp^. 
to a^^ressi^ ... , 

“You are then the mother of the unfortunate 
young. man who is in prison?” ^ , 

“Indeed lam, sir,” said Mrs Helt, feeling th^t.she 
wa^ now injdejBp wal^]:*^^ “ It’s, likely I should 
claim, |him if he wasn’t -my own ; though it’s not by 
my will, nor, pay^^vioe, sir^ that he ever walked; 
for I gave him none but good. But if everybody’s 
son was guided by their moth^s, tlje world, ’ud be 
different; my spn is not worse ithan many . an 
wp^a^’s sop, and that in Treby^ whatever they may 
say ss hayen’t got their sons in prison. And .as to 
hie giving Up the doctoring, and then stopping his 
father’s medicines, I know it’s bad — ^that I know — 
but it’u nie has had to, suffer, and , it’s me a king and 
Parliaineut ’ud .consider, if they meant to do the right 
tlpug,” and had , anybody to make it known to ’em. 
And as for the rioting and killing the constable — 
my son said most plain to me he never meant it, 
and there was Ms bit of potato-pie for Ms dinner 
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getting dry by fii’e, tlie whole blessed time 
r '^at and ne^^er knew what Was coming dn me:- 
Arid- it's my opinion as if great people make ’ eleo- 
tidhs to get themselves into Parliament, and there’s 
riot 'and murder to do it, they ought to see as the 
widow and the widow’s son doesn’t snifer for it. I 
#ell know my ■ duty i and I read my Bible ; and I’ 
know in Jude where it’s been stained with the dried 
ttilip-leaves ' this many a year, as yon’re told hot to 
rail at 'ydnr' betters if thOy was tliO deVil ’hiitiself j 
her' ^11 r ; btit this I do sa^, if it’s three "Mr tr^n- 
sbmes 'instead of one as is listening tome, as thefe’i^' 
them onght to go to the king and get him to !fet' orf 
hty son Felix.” ‘ 

This speech, in its chief points, ^ had been ' delibdr- 
atOiy' ’f)!repared.” Mrs 'Hbk' 'Ha1d '^et h'Or’fade liie a 
fliiitj 'to make the' gentry knb^ their ^dhty 'as' she’ 
Ivhb^ hers : ’ ker ^defiant defensive tohe Wa’s dild f b 
thb conscibtisnesS, hot oHly that* 'she waS braving' W 
powOrfuT audience,' but' that she wa's daring to ‘staiid 
oh^the Stirling basis of ^hOf^o\ril\^udgment'bh bp’posi- 
tidh ^ td ■ her ’ sdh’^.’ ' ' ^ bier* j^iropoSafs Had bden ’ 

off by Mr Xjyoh^' hnd Fdlii \ blitbhe 'had long had 
thn Ternimne ’bdhviction that if ; she' could get td 
Sp^ak'”’ ■ in the 'right ’ quarter,’ things ' might Be ■ dif- 
ferent; ’ ' The’ ’ ' daritfg bit of' linprompth’ about ' ' tbo^ 
tbfee ' Mr' TransoT^^ iihmediately' st^gg&fel^ 
a fedverheirt ' df * Bid Mr ''ttfinsdind to' thd feiregf ouhcl^ 
itf^a lihe^ '^th Mr Lihgoii and Harold 
and’ iinusual costume appearingbo ‘indicate' a'''niy^- 
^ ‘ttM"“di|^ity ‘ which she' must KaStehbd' include ih’ 
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ireaSons ? tiia^l iKfne ^iild’ 

:M!rs Udlfi^S r^^igrtgfc rgyn f*ag^ 1 11^1 

Biddi^toly" ^aaliye. . ? ‘While oM Mr Tratiii^ksei.ita5ied| 
Te^y *; buiqIi Mk^? ? in whicjh^ j 

pitession-a^ a« fail^^.i a»d the Rector; aecB®^kfa^ 
±0 feihale : pariishidnerg ,and ; oomplainaatSy looked en 


a 


;iii. l|is eyeSj Harold said at onoe^ with 
oordiaL'fciiadness— T ; ' • '. i ; > 

. ‘ ^ ? I thkk, sm quit© right, Mrs Holt. And for 
pay part, .5 am . determined to do my best for your 
feon, hotia m t the witneg^-ho^ and: e^si^wheteui I ? 
0 €(mforti f j if it is ueeess^lil 
to. And rely upon * itj s I 


bear « f<m in . imdud ! m 


-k- • e 
■ J : f 


Eelhsi : rioiii» .insOTien ' ^ *t i t - 
; , fBaplid Ithpughts . hM; Grnif meet! Harold * 
t^ay^hesswa^li 


'.. . // 






liastn 


'M 

hisiifyou! sfceafcbl^ becoithing; and . - if yok ha<i:l>a©ii 
fee king him^lf, IishouHi.ha¥e made ^fisee 
you my opinion. For feo'^Hibietpil'sl; 

iloFia^sl a sermut^ ; > tand it 'Si 

^’dmake allirthd mease 'keeouMIof ' 
lijat4fne#er'^b^d. in servioej or 
nleiteafniidl And meY^r fthoii^l i of *my TOa» d©h^ f f tand 
hfeifafeler iMt money, meanimg otherro^ lee 
mightfeaiTOk>e^la,jdcktor :on: hoxsebaok a^! thfe Tse^ 
mintte^ dnsMadoflheing fii>priso».ff : 4 - -'i ■ 

^^Whatl was he regxdarly apprenticed a ido^ 
Mr^ Iingoh, whb Imd not und^tslodil feis 

*f : [,' ri ' ! * * I ' ; ; ; i ■ i , : ■ . . ’ > l - '■’>>. I 4 ; . • ■ ' ‘ * 

and most* oleYer^i lice his father 
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be&re Vhim^ only he turned- ‘oontrairy. : ButU&' for 
harming anybody, Felix never meant to ■harm ’-any- 
body but himself and Ms mother, which ^he eettainly 
did in respect of his clothes, and taking to be a low 
working man, and stopping my living respectable, 
more particular by the pills, which had a sale,' as 
you may be sure they suited people’s insides. And 
what folks can never have boxes enough of to’ swal- 
low, I should think you have a right to sell. And 
there’s many and many a text for it, as I’ve opened 
on without ever thinking ; for if it’s true, ^ Ask, -and 
you shall have,’ I should think it’s truer V^hen you’re 
willing to pay for what you have.” . • 

This was a little too much for Mr’Lingon^b ^avity ; 
he exploded,;' and i Harold stcould not i T<^)B 0 wing 

him. Mrs^HoItfixed her eyes on the Bistanc^ ^md 
skipp^’.the back of her left hand again: it might 
be -that this 1 kind of - mirth was the peculiar effect 
prcw3ii3*ed by for^Me ,truth on high and worldly 
people who were neitherMn* the Undependent nor 
the ]Q-eneral Baptist conneotioh. ! : ; . - j ' */ ; n i ? . . / 

I’m’ sure ydu must be tired with your long walk^ 
andtiliitld :Jdb ’to%” said Esther, by way of breaking 
ihiS)aM:ward' scenes “ Aren’t you. Job ? ” she added, 
stoopipgJ ;tb caressi the child, who was timidly' shrink- 
Harryi’sdnvitation to him to pull the little 
pharioiAiHariy? s* view: being ' that < J ob would ’ mako a 
good horse for him ■ to , bea**^ ■ and : would- ;run faster 


t f 


It’s Well you can feel for the orphih child, Miss 
Eyon,” said Mrs Holt, choosing an indirect ans^'et 
nEujhieir than to’ humble herself by confessing, ^tigu© 
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befora > geiatleo^eti /wjio seemeA to lia^ng i Iaea7'<idet 
lightly. , ; I didn’t bit behaya 

pretty, as you always fdi^i to ima, tboagfa-few^body 
used to S£uy you held- yourself h%h. But I’m^-sure 
you never did to Felix^-for you let hiih.. sit by ' joiiriia^t 
the Free School before ^11 the town, and him ^ with 
never a bit of stock round his neck. And it shows 


you saw that in him worth taking, notice of ; — and it 
is but right, if you know my words are true, as you 
should speak for him to the gentlemen.” 

“ I assure you, Mrs Holt,” said Haroldj iOcAning: to 
the rescue—^' ' I| a^swei you , ,thp»t rei^ugii.' | i 

saidt i t<> j m^e ; mb . Ihryi h^t efforts for youri son. 

A^d pray, go on to the. house wdth the little 
boy and take some;3?est. Dominic^ show Mrs Hbll 
thontvayjiand ask Mm Hickes to make her.tdomfiibti 
ehloj* auA see that.sotnebody . takes her :back do Treby 


ii^.tho bfiggyA^ I:,- ?■.. - ..a- - ' 

I ; “:If , .will ^gOf T!ba^. j with ; Mts Holty” said ■ Esthei^ 
makipg , an; effort against , ' lier^elf. , J : ■ o \ii \h 

^tNo, pray,” ^^aid Harold, ’with, that kind 
trpaty is really a : decision. ^^ Lot MrS‘®oUs 


have ; time- to ^ rest. i ; ; W© ' shall have returned, and 
you pah' ©00 her, before she goes. We will say gopd-^ 
bye. for the pa*i^ent, Mrs.Bfolt.’’ - ’ jr ' s 

The popr woman was. s^t sprry to_ %ave the pro§- 
pept. of rest and ffood,. esf^oially. for; *Hhe orphin 
child,” of whoni, she. was ;tend^|*ly ParefoL ,,;:ISfc€> 
many women wlxo appear . to others . to have naa^- 
csidine dpmsiyeitess,*of tone, ? and, t© themiselves - to 
havp a, masculinp force of mind, and who- corpa intp 
severe collision with sons , arrived at the: masterful 
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stBg@, tslii 0 bad tbe Maifaernai vibrating stroiigfy 
wlMn* ber towards all tiny children. And when 
slie !saw Dominic pick nl)- Job and hoist him on 
bis arm for a little wbile^ ’by way of making ac- 
quaintance, she regarded him with an approval 
which she had not thought it' possible to 'extend 
to a foreigner- Since Dominic was going, Harry 
andinld Mr Transome chose to follow. Uncle 
Lingon shook hands and turned oif across the grass, 
and thus Esther was left alone with Harold. 


But there was a new consciousness between them. 
Harold’s quick perception was least likely to be slow 
in seizing indications of anything that might affect 
his ^position with regard to Esther. Home* time 
befbre, his jealousy had been awakened tb thy possi- 
bility that before she had knowi' him She had beofa 


deeply interested in some one else. Jealousy of all* 
sorts — whether for our fortune or our love — -is ready 
at,>dcmbiiia1ions,’ land MBely Icven to outstrip the fact. 
And Esther’s renewed’ obriftiiicm,' tlnited^^ Witti* her 
silence about Felix, wbioW’inbV' fimt " seemed ^ U 


Worthy^ ’ and with Mrs Bolt’s graphic details as to 
walking with him and* letting him sit by her 
al the town, were grounds* not- 'merely for a 
suspicion, but for a cOinbiusiGn in* * Harold’^s mind. 

Gfi-*4hfs, which he at once regarded as a 
' > was ’ kather* different ' * from What Esther 
anticipated. It ‘ seemed ' to Mm ' that Felix' was 
fcdeast formidable person that he cbuld have fouhd 
out as an»bbjec!t' oft mteke^^ antecedent th'himyelf. 
young* worlankh who had got himself thrcwn ihtb 
Whatever recommendations he'* niight 
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bad for a girl at a romantic mi the. 
of Dissenting society at Treby, oonld ha^ 
sidered by Harold in the light of a riv^ 'IMher 
was too clever and tasteful a woman to make 
ballad heroine of herself, by bestowing her bhai^y:* 
and her lands on this lowly lover. Besides, Harold 
ch^ished the belief that, at the present time, Esther: 
was more wisely disposed to bestow these things on 
another lover in every way ehgible. But in two 
directions this discovery had a determining effect 
on him 5 his curiosity was stirred to know exactly 
what the relation with Felix .kadi been, and he -was 
solicitous that Ms behaviour with regard to thk 
young man should be such as to enhance his own 
merit in Estber^s eyes. At the same time he was 
not inclined to any euphemisms that would seem 
by any possibility’ to bong Felix into, ihe lists w-itb 
him^l£ ' ^ % . ■ . 

HajturaHy, when they were left alone, it was 
Harold who spoke first. I should tliink there’s a 
good deal of worth in this young follow — ^bhis HMtj 
notwithstanding the mistakes he has made. ' A 
little' queer and conceited, perhaps : but tliat is 
usually the case with men of his class when they 
are at all superior to their fellows.” 

“ Felix Holt is a highly cultivated man ; he is not 
at all conceited,” said Esther. The different kinds 
of pode within her were coalescing now. She was 
aware that there had been a betrayal. . ■ 

' Ah?” said Harold, not quite likiDg the tone of- 
this answer. This eccentricity is a sort of fanati- 
cism, then? — this giving up being?* a— doctor on 
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horseback, as tke old woman calls it, and taking to 
— let me see— watchmaking, isn’t it?” 

If it is eccentricity to be very much better than 
other men, he is certainly eccentric ; and fanatical 
too, if it is fanatical to renounce all small selfish 
motives for the sake of a great and unselfish one. I 
never knew what nobleness of character reaUy was 
before I knew Felix Holt.” 

It seemed to ^Esther as if, in the excitement of 
this5moment, her own words were -bringing her a 
clearer revelation. ’ - ; - ; 


God bless me!” said Harold, in a tone of sur*^ 
prised yet thorough belief, and looking in Esthet’s 
face. I wish you had talked to me about this 
before.’? . ^ ,< . i,; 

Esther at that moment looked * perfectly Wautiful^ 
with/ an expression which Harold had never hitherto^ 
seen. All the confusion which had de]:)ended on 
pOToi^ feeling f had >giyen' way before the sense 
that ■ i she lad^ - ltd > f speak 1 the truth al^out the * man 
whom she felt I to: be admifafole^ ,1 "l l,r. )!i i 
“I think I didn’t see /ike.' meaning of anything 
fine-— I didn’t eveC. see ; the value of my father’s 
ohataoter, until I had been taught a Little by heart- 
ing what Felix Holt said^ and seeing that his life 
like his words.?’ - ; - / : . i 

>^flSairoid locked, aiad listened, and felt his 'Slight, 
jealousy allayed rather tlian heightened;.: /^This is. 
not like love,” he. said lo himself, : with isomie satis-? 
toion. Wi^:all due -regard I to , Harold Tran^me, 
lie, was One of those men . who. are liable to-mafee tliOi 
greater -<itListak:es: aboq.t a^iparticulair wonmn/s feet-. 
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because tbej |)iq[xiB tbemselves on sb poWei* 
of interpretation derived from : much ; experience, 
ll/xperience is enlightening, but with a difierencG. 
Experiments on live animals may go on for a long 
period, and yet tlie fauna on which they are maJe- 
may be limited. There may be a passion *in ' the 
mind of a woman which ’precipitates heiy not along 
the path of easy beguilement, but into a great* leap 
away fiom it. Harold’s experience had not taught 
bim this ; and Esther’s enthusiasm about Felix Holt 
did not seem to him to be dangerous. •• i ’ ^ 

He s _quite to apostolic soit of fellowy ihen,d?Kwai^ 
the rSelf?quieting ;toswer/liLe**ga'vie ■feher dast^word^si' 

^ ;He. hdir t/doak .vlihei toa^ ; but T had- bnly a short 
interview >wilh^Ilimy/aud* I was* given to mnderstand* 
t at hOf refesfed do, see^ ine dn prisony * d i believe- 
not. yor^tweil.inclii^ . a- 

gr^t of hkuy T Oppose I i ;and^your testimony » to 

to7^ is Enough fee me^l' said * Harold, - lowering 
Is voice rather tenderly. . How I know- what yotitr 
opinion is, I shall spare no effort on behalf -oh such* 
a young manr In fact, I had come to 'the satne, 
resolution . before,i but your wish : would toabe * diffi-^ 
cult things easy.” ...vk;,: r^' - , 

^ * :Aft^ .that ; efi^getie, : speech- of Esther’s,- as often 
appens, ^ the teats.-faad ■ just, safihfed hfen ey6s> - ■ ■ kLt- 
was nothing more than, might have! been expected 
in a tender-hearted woman, considering Felix Holt’®, 
o^^stwmes, .arid the tears •<mly made more loyeljrJ 
the look with which she met Harold’s when-.- hb 
s|)oke,,so kffidlj.. She. -felt -pleased with^i him.l# sfte 
W9# opea to.the.feUaeicHis delight-ofi.bein^.bssftrbd 
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had power over him to make him do what 
she liked, and quite forgot the many impressions 
which had convinced her thati Harold had a padded 
yoke ready for the neck of every man, woman, and 
child that depended on him. 

After a short silence, they were getting near the 
stone gateway, and Harold said, with an air of in- 
timate consultation— 

“ What could we do for this young man^ suppos- 
ing: » he were let off? I shall send a letter with 
fifty pounds to the old woman to-morrow. I ought 
to. have done it before, but it really slipped my 
memory, amongst the many things that have 'occu- 
pied me lately. But this young man^wliat 4o you 
think would be. the best things we • could do ' for ^ him,' 
if he gets at large agaim? ^H^ shoiUdHbe- put ite a 
position where his qualities could be more telling.^^ 
iiiEsther was recovering her , liveliness a little, and 
'^ais idieposeds to ^encourage* dt for the sake of veiling 
other feelings^ about 'tvhich {;,8he * felt ' renewed reti- 
cence, * now that ' the overpoweriiag' inSaence ^of her 
enthusiasm was past. She *:^as' rather wickedly 
amused and scomfal at Harold’s misconceptions and 
ill-placed intentions of patronage, 
u ff i'Fou. are hopelessly in the -dark,’’ she^ kaid, with 
ailight daugh and toss of her head.* " “ What would 
yoii‘^er:EeM!s Holt? ai place: in the Excise? You 
might as* well think vcf offering' its t<!^ 'John the 
Baptist. ; Eelix - has diosen Ms lot. ' s He' means' 
always.; to beda poor' manJ^^' ‘I 

, I Means ? YeSj’’ said 'Harold, slightly piqde^ 
fykni^what a- man 'means usttalfy' depends 
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happens. I mean to be a commoner 55 ^bnt a 
might present itseli* under acceptable circsBi^asfoioeed- 
“Oh, there is; no sum in proportion to teliitoe 
there,” said Esther,' again gaily. “ Ai W 

a peerage so is not Felix Holt to any ofe* of^ 
tage that yon oonld imagine for; him.?* r 

“Yon mnst think' Mm fit for any positkm-^thef 
first in the connty.” - : ' 

“ No, I don’t,” said Esther, shaking her head 
mischievbnsly^ “ I think him too high for it.” 

“ I see yon can be ardent in yoinf admirsiticm.’l ^ 
i“ Yes, it is my ^’champagne ^ yon kmw F Rke 
the other kind.” ‘ -n'i -/O'’?]*’-: <:-r 
“ That Wiild fee satisfeet©^ if one were? *3Wire of 
getting ^^yonr admiration, ”f said > HaroM, leading) her 
hp io * * and rthe ; icriadsi^ / 

whence they had a fine ^ park 
They sfidod ■ still ' nedr -the : ea^fet par^petj 
dash of light^on the waiehj’aiid Hie pencill^ shadow^ 
of the trees on the grassy Jawn. ■ - v; ;: 01 

“ Wonld it do as well to admire * yoti^ ? ini 
being worthy to be admired ?” said Harold, 
his eyes from that landscape to Esther’s feaaJ 
“It Wonld ’be a ’thing to be put np wi 4 b 
Esther, smiling at hiin railiet roghisMy. 
are not in- ftiat 'state <>f ^Mdespair.” • * ■ ' . • ‘ 

“ Well, I am consc^ons^* of not haMng -those sewro 
drteOS th# y on* hhte been pra 

“ Thdtrs tbie;' ¥on are'qoite .in another gmrer ^ 
“A woman wonld not find me a tragic hero.” ^ ' 

Oh no ! She mnst dress for genteel coniedy^ — 
stich as 'yotiT’ mother once described to me— whei'o 
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the most tirillmg GYent is> the drawhUig^of ,a hand- 
some cheque.” ■* <: .. >• !, 

“You are a naughty fairy/- said Harold, daring 
to press Esther’s hand a little more closely to him,: 
and drawing,. her down ' the . eastern, steps into the. 
pleasui*e-ground,, as ifj.he were unwilling to give up 
the conversation. “.Confess that , you are disgusted 
with my want of romance.” , . 

: . “ I shall not donfess to being disgusted: I: shall ask 
you to confess that you are not a romantic, figure.” ,, 

“ I am a little too stout.” : , . , y 

. “For romance— yes. At least you must, find 
security for not getting stouter.” 
r.^^Aind I don’t, look langu^sbiBg^ehQUgh/?”^^;:. r *■ 

“ Oh yes — ^rather ltdd mudh'. a> fine. ®%ar/b- < . 
i j “ And -I am not; in' danger of committing srlicido ?f” 
KTo you : are a 1 widower-” ; ' ‘' L 

Harold*, did; not i reply immediately to this tot 
Uiiuht of Esther’s. ^ She had uttered it with .innooont 
thoughtlessness from the, playful suggestions) of ’the 
moment; but it was a t fact -.that Harold’s- previous 
married life had entered strongly into her impres- 
sions about him. The presence of Harry made it 
inevitable. Harold took itbis. allusion of- Esther’s as 
an indication that his -quality of widower! was a point 
that made against him ;i and. after a hrief silence lie 
saidy )in an altered,- more serions tone— r, j » . ■ - 
“ You don’t siipposey I hope; that i any. other woman 
has ever hdld the place that you coukl, bolddu my 

life 9 . f I I 

Esther began , to. tremble adittlo;*u8 mhe .always 
did: when, the love^talk between. tliemjSOW^d getfiag 
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serious. Slie , ojaly; ga v e the .rather ^ str^hJing 
How. so ? 

“ Harry’s mother had been a sl^ye— b?(^ 
in fact.’' ; , ■ . 


It was impossible for Harold to pr^Q<>ne,ea"^|^i , 
effect this had on Esther. His natnr^ diaqiialidcaT 
tion for judging of a girl’s feelings was . 'h^ight^ned 
by the blinding effect of an exclusive. cbj^btTiT-,iivli|ch 
was to assure her that her own place jva8f;pe(||^}^|T 
and supreme. ' Hithertp lEsi^her’s ac(|_pamf#poe /^ifh 
Oriental love was , deriv-ed > chiefly ' from ^ 
poems, and this had] neb sn|fioedtp^afJju^t;.her;;m^ 
to; a jxe;^ ;.story^ where-; tlie .(Siaour conoe?ji^^ ;W?a^ 
giyitig her hisi arm. She was unable to, ^speai^ f, and 
Harold went on— ^ ^ , ? fir. s. 

I .am close pxi thhty-flve, I.,neT?^r ?|n^f: 
withafwipruan, at.all like; ypu before. There 
eras m flne’? , ,]^fe .equiv;aleiiit tq > yojithpTf^re 

something; bettesr thmi* yonth. I was -never an 
aspirant till. I inew you,” :;: ,, , 

. Esther was still ailent. i..,, 

:i! “^5’pt-that I dare to qall myself ..that.; i ,I,,ain',.,?ipt 
so I iConddent . a; : personage; as yon imagine, i , J i-an^ 
necessarily in a painful position for a nian who has 
any feeling.” 


-■ 


Here at last Harold had stirred the. right fibre* 
Esther’^ genorositj seized at once the. whole mean- 
ing implied : in that last sentence. She^had ajge 
sensibility to the line at which flirtation must 
and she was now pale,, and shaken with )feeling^fShie 
had not yet defined for, herspli; ; , ■ „■}, i 

“ Do not let us speak of difficult* more 
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with g^ritle '^^ri6u^fi^B.' P’ a'th 
come into a new world of late, and have to ieaM life 
ag^in.' > iiet ns go ini *1 mii^t'^eC ‘ pdor’ Mrs 
flolt again, and my little friend Job.’’ - ■ ' ’ 

‘ * She* pansed ^t the glass door tnat ' opened Oh the 
terraoey^and Onfered there, while- ilaroid' went round 
iO' the siyblee. '■ ^ ^ ■ 

'When Esther had been up-stairs and desoended 
figam into the^- large entrance -hail, she found its 
* g^Jl^iohsiiess made ‘ lively by huimah . figures 
extipemeiy unlike the statues. ' Since Harry insisted 
m playing with Job again, Mrs Holt and her orphan^ 
after dining, had just Been brought to this delightful 
hmn4 fer^agame at Mde^nd-seeky^^hd^i^^ej^ 

the climbing powers of the two peWquiirefei'*"Mii 

^ * hd a^iiodl; in tsinghfe Ji^eliet ^agUinfel: ’the 

^ ' of ■ ihe A|k)lio, while tlominie and Beiiher 
(C^ermSe-Mit Hi<fe8)'* l^re her Harry ^*in 

, great 

tropio bird after the sp^sro^iii 

self with much intelligeneh^'-h^ii 

JfMiilk -one olP the' squirrels 
‘Ch the head 'of ‘the tallest statue, and 
IrWM already peeping down from among the 
heavy stuccoed angels on the ceiling, neat the stun- 

jfefe held on her a basket filled \vith good 
things ^S^^Johy and'Seeinbd much Soothed by pleasant 
c^paiiy^and '^eilent^ treattnent. 'As Estheiv’^^:^ 

inobseiH^ed, leaned over thdstOne 
and looked * at ^ the Scene for 8i * minute or 
II "I Mti' Holt’s attentiony ^ ving Ibeen 






THE' EAlfidM 
directed to the squirrel wUot liM 


•, ' ..'v^iaSSr 




tbe ii^^ad of the SilOMs carrying' 
had- been drawn downward to the 
with SO mucli affect^ion by the rather ngiy' 
gentleman, of wdiom she neyertheless 'sj^bl:^ 
reserve as of one who possibly belonged’ ■hi ' 
Transome family. 



-M 


f i » 


most pretty to see its little limbs, aitd^ the' 
gentleman holding it. I shonld think he was 'am^ble 


i 


! t 


by his look ; but it was ’odd he should have his dM'-' 
ness took ^vithout any clothes. W^as he ’Trankome' 
byname?” (Mrs Holt snspeGtfeddtet’ thef^ 
be sa mild ■ madnete^ in ‘iiie- f^nily.) ^ ' >' * ‘ ' '* ^ ^ r:;; rt. | 

Benner/; r^erihg- and smiling- quietly; ’ wa^ about^ 
to reply, when she was prevented by the appearance' 
cii old -Mr Transome, who since his Walk Md^ i>mn 
having ;«^jfbd:y^ Winks the^snfe lA 

nbw iCanie eht toTd ok f#' H^pry,* He' had' doifel 

fur cap and cloak, but in lying down to sleep he 

throwinorer his shdtlders a- soft Oriental sbarf'^ich 
Harold had given him, and this still hungi over- his’ 
scanty white hair and 'down todii^ kney; 
by this wteden-looking ' armis*’a^d-laxly-elasyii^haiid^;- 
wych'fell‘in:f]:%nt of liitn. - I - ‘bo.' In/n 

^TMs sdn^ferbappeamiiceef an undbui/feerf Tran- 
sbme 'fitted ■ exactly 'into'/ Mrs -Holt’s thought* the 
momenta i Tt - lay- in the ' 'probabilitieis of 4 things that 
gentry s : intellects ? ^hohld ' he ' peculiar f Mnbe ' ’they] 

had mot to get their own living; the ^gbod- Lord fnigtit 

have^ edbnomised in their that common 
which yhers were sO mucKmore in- need 

tlia sh-oMB 3 g figwe ibe&>re<hdr‘sh0JsaW aidosyn^nt- 
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of the gentleman who had chosen to be represented 
without his clothes — all the jnore eccentric where 
there were the means of buying the best. But 
these oddities said nothing’' in great folks, who 
were powerful in high quarters all the same. And 
Mrs Holt rose and curtsied with a proud respect, 


•precisely as she would have done if Mr Transome 
ha 4 looked as wise as Lord Burleigh. 

, I hope Tm in no way taking a liberty, sir,” she 
began, while the old gentleman looked at her with 
bland feebleness j I’m not that woman to sit any- 
where. out of my own home without inviting and 
pressing too. But I was brought here to Wait, be- 
cause the little gentleman wanted to splay with the 


orphin child.” 









M “ Jery glad, my good w^>man— ^^jL’dote 
do\yn,”,said Mr Transome,; nodding - and smiling be- 
tween his clauses; “,¥iciei little: boy. Your grand- 


i sir, no,” said Mrs Holt, continuing to 

stand. , Quite apart from any awe of Mr Transome 
-rrsittiing down^i she. felt, would be a too great famili- 
ej»rify. ;wife^:er own pathetic impoHance on this extra 
and unlooked-for occasion. ^^It’s not me has any 


gjrandchild,; nor ever shall have, though most fit. 
But with my only son saying he’ll never be married,. 
E^jin prison ;besides, and some saying he’ll b^irans^i 
ported,, you may. see yourself— though a gentleman 
-jraS fthere isn’t much chance of my having grand- 
children of my own. And this is old Master Tudge’s 
as my own Yelixi took to for pity be- 
1^1 he; was sickly and olemm’d, and noways 



THB ‘ radical. 


* 



J ■ ? ' 

ag^aiMt it, feeing of a tender heart. ‘ Fot Tm a 'widow 
myself, and my son Felix, though feig, i^ fe^therlees, 
and I know my duty in conseqnenoeJ And dt^s to 
fee wished, sir, as others should kno w it ^‘ai^'ii^re 
in power and live in great houses, and can ridd nl’a 
carriage where they wilL And if youhe the 
man as is the head of everything — and it^s hot to fee 
thoii'ght you’d give up to your son as a poor Widow’s 
feeen forced to do — it behoves you to take the' part 
of them as are deserving ; for the Bible saysj grby 
hairs should speak.” ' '* ■ 

Yes, yes — ^poor womaii— what shall I ^y? *^ said 
old Mr Transom e, feeling himself scolded, and' as 
usual desirous of mollifying displeasure. 

Sir, I can tell you what to say fast enough ; for 
it's what I should say myself if I could ’get to dpeak 
to the king. For I’te askOd ' them that know, and 
they say it's the truth both out of the Bifele and 
in, as the king can pardon anything and my body. 
And jndging by his countenance on the new ‘si^s, 
and the talk there was a while ago about' his Beihg 
the people’s frieUd, as the minister once ^d it 
the very pulpit— if there’s any meaning' in Wferds, 
fee’ll do the right thing by me and rny son, if die's 
asked proper.” ‘ ■ 

« « Yes — very good man — She’ll do any ihihg right,” 
said Mr Traiisome, whose own ideas about the king 
just then were somewhat misty, cbnsistihg 
in fer^en feminisoenoes of George the Third. ‘ I’ll 
ask him anything you like,” he added, with a press- 
ing desire to satisfy" Mrs Holt, who ‘alteEifed "fimi 
slightly; ' "’■•r ^ ^ ^ 
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^-Then, sir, if you'll go in yonr cJairiage 
This young man, Felix Holt by name^, assrh^f father 
, was known the country, round, aind his mother most 
.respectable — he never meant harm to anybody, and 
so far from bloody murder and fighting, would part 
with hi§ victual to them that needed it more— and 
.if you'd g^t other gentlemen, to say . the same, and if 
, , '^heyfte pc^i satisfied to , inquirerr-rl’il not believe but 
.1 : jhingf ud . let my ' eon out of prison. Or if 

1^e„ he must, stand hi?; trial, the , king ’ud take 
care no mischief happened to him. Tve'got.my 
I'll never ■ believe as iin a country where 
r' 3ii 0^9^ , biug. i ^below,, the light 

thing can't . be , tfepef , if pec^le* was willing to 

,1 V; iHoit,? Jike alh npator^, had waxed louder and 

j ?i^re . energ^e^js ^Q^^sing .to . .pippel - her* arguments, 
I^^^Mbf^g^.fropelLed- by diem. Poor old Mr Tran- 

more and more firightened < at this 
aevere-sppken woman, who had the: horriW^^ possi- 
bility to his mind of being a novelty that twak to 
become permanent, seemed to be fascinated by fem*, 
wd .stood helplessly forgetful that if he liked he 
b^gbt^^nrn, round and walk, away. : , ■ i 

Little Harry, alive to anything that hadjrelation 
had . paused in liis game, and^ discerning 
^he .^piigh^ a^ect in , this' naughty 

ruined towards, her, aE^ .proceeded 

iteflf PSR^^hW^^b^i ber was. mof sehai- 

Jher arm,’ .- Whileu Dominic 
him and pulled him off, Nimrod b^an Jto 





'f *.'i w.-'.-.’* 

‘V 

!' ?'-■• ' 

. -■ -.i-v -?r 

bait anxiously, and the scene was a&Sif 

even to the squirrels, which scranifale4i; % off 
possible. 

Esther, who had been waiting for an 
oi intervention, now came up to Mrs Holt, to sp^ 
some soothing words ; and old Mr Transome, seeing 
a sufocient screen between himself and his formid- 
able suppliant, at last gathered courage to turn 

round and shuffle away with uhusuar swiftness into 
tile library. 

“ Dear Mrs Holt,” skid Esther, - do re^| comforted. 

I assure you,^ypu have. -done-' the. irtaost that can 
be done by your .words. ■';toi,^ ^git h^ 

Hrown awa,y. See how the children have enjoyed 
It . f.i 'saw little Job actmliy iaii^W ^ T i 

»» u.. do j 

turmng* roond! ■■.tOc.Dotniuiq,' sho..,pa^, , «jTp^jai 
foToggj to itbis ,^oor.^ * 

■^iaus!hiirt w»a.sufficieB*.. Dpiuinio 
m vehiote was rfeady,, and .D6nner, ,K«i»W;,t}»t 
Mm Holt.woulddike. to mount it in the inniw p<mr * 
•invited hejj to go. baofcdnto.the housete^rV 
But therfei wa« a, feesh jresistaaoe naked in Hwyrhy 
the. ihreatenedi departure -of Job, who ha4,seegnp(i| W 
invaluable .a^tidn ,to .thaipefuagerie of .fojned 

Weap ^aad i it, :wps , hajrely, f .jur, j;in:m . tha^ , E^er .had 
fthe .iSel^lipf i p^eipg .the. >^^u5|e-hal|,,<;leias>d ■ 
'tocpteveurt, afckyfferthpr.enj^UU^ pf Mrs Holt„T^ 
■HmloldjjiVt-h® iwag mow , poking up , the . flight 

* ’ ' ‘ ' < ‘.tH ■fo'.f'fi.fJ'o.J 


blij I I j ( 


' ' t k 1 ! )'- •! ) 1 ■ f I ■ . , * 


I ( * 4 . * 1 ai # *1 

** ' ' ■'! ^ kii: ,^IJ; Jji j , ,h- -:-v. 
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CHAPTEE , XLIV. 


I’m sick at heart. The oye of .day, , 
The insistent summer noon, seeing pitiless, ^ ' 

Sliining in 'till the barren crevices 
Of weary life, leaving no shade, no dark, 
Where I may dream that hidden waters lie. 


! i. : t j . 


« V ' ‘i , J ' ’ ; < . ; ‘ . 

- of 

at'Tfaiisoi^i^'CowSt:;, BBth'er went bn' a second 
to' 'Her father.-- The ' Loamford Assizes were 
approaching; it was' expected that in about ten days 

tiiai --wbnld come on, and some hints in 
Mr ’fathieT’^ -letters had given Esther the impression 
he Was t^ldhg a melancholy ' -^iew < of* the iresnlt. 
Tta-hseme’ had once or twice mentioned the 
With ^ a facile hopefulness as to ^Hhe young 
coinirig off easily,” which, in her anxious 
hiffid,‘Was not a counterpoise to disquieting sugges- 
Ijibns, and ^ she had not chosen to introduce another 
^Oh^er^atioh about Felix Holt; by queStioni% Harold 
'Cdiicefriing ' the' probabilities’^ he^ ‘ relied dn.’ Since 
^tlbse ' mbkents on the’ 'terradeV*®ardld * had daily 
ilpecome more of the solicitous and^^ indirectly^ 1 be- 
seeching lover ; and Esther, from the very fact that 
ice was weighed on by thoughts that were painfully 



THB.;EA^iqAL.. 


bewilde^Bg" lier^ bj thoughts wbiob, in tli^^ 
newness to her yonng, mind, fifeeine)3.|tO;A^ke her 
belief that life - oonM lie anything else than a > com." 
promise with things? repngmaiit to the mroral 
had become more passive, to his attention^, jth^ 
very time that she had begun to feel more profoundly 
that in accepting Harold Transome she left the high 
mountain air, the passionate serenity of perfect loye 
for ever behind her, and must adjust her mshes^ 
to a life of middling delights, overhung with the 
languorous haziness of motiveless ease, where poefry 
was ,only , literatwe, an^d-fthe .ftne ideg^s had to bp 
taken down from the .shelyes of the. libn^. w^ep 
her. husband^s back was, turned But it seemed as 
if all outward conditions concnrred, along, wit|i | her 
generons sympathy for, the Transomes, r and 
thos^rn'citive^rtoniienoies ag«^,w;hiph shehad oppe 


begun* to straggle, to:.nrake this, .middling Ipt. fhe 
beet bhe copld' attain ; Sho was in, this half-sad 
half-satisfied resignation to . soniething dike what , is 
ealled wmldlyi wisdom, ? when -she went , sher 

father* ,and. learn what ^ she could from * him r; 
J]ehx.':^,ai "i/r ^ .. 

The little 'minister was much depres^d, . 
t(t,:res%n him self? tOffthe ;dread which.. had ^ beg^ 
to* i haunt him, that f ? S'ejix , , might ^ have .to . , endpte 
the ddiofue penalty of transportation for? the manr 






'sfeughter, whi^h w'^s ,th©: roffenpe.hhat no evi(}ie||if|e 
in his ( fe,yQuiii could, diepreye. ? u •, , . ... ... w ;' , 

“I had been encouraged by the assurances c^,ijg^n 
instructed ino thiai regards jaaid.^Mr .Lyop^^.jsrhi}e 


Esther sat on the stool near him, and -listened 





em 


anxiou^ljj ^^that thoug’h he were pronouiiced guilty 
ih't^gard to this deed wheteinto he hath calamitously 
fallen, yet that a judge mildly 'disposed j aind with a 
due sense of that invisible activity of .the soul where- 
by the deeds which are the same in ‘Out ward appear- 
alice and effect, yet differ as the knife-stroke of the 
Surgeon, even though it kill, differs from the knife- 
stroke of a wahton mutilator, might use his discre- 
tion in tempering the punishment, so that it would 
libt be* very evil to bear* But now it is said tliat 
the judge who cometh is a severe man, and one 
nourishing a prejudice against the bolder spirits 
who stand not in the old paths.” * * ^ * 

r am going to be present at tlie trial, father,” 
Md Esther, who was preparing *#6©* 
a 'wish, which she was iSimM' abclut iCYen wifek-thex 
J^^er. “I menticmed' vto Mrs T?rahsome * that I 
Should likb tb a^fisM said that she* used 
in old days’ always' to ’ attend the assi^ses, and that 
she ‘ would' ' take ' MOi ' ’ ' You -will - be* thetey > father Ri’f 
A^xrredlj ' I khall’ be there, ' having ' be'en^ ‘silm- 
tdoned ‘ to ■ hear witness to Felixes character, and to 
his having uttered remonstrances and warnings long 
bi^S^hahd whereby he pity^^ed- himself an enem}^ to 
i%E '''IiLhur ears, who ibnoW him, it sowls strangely 
“ilto’ati^ht else should he’eredible but she - hath few 
Ih-'S^k for him, thotgh^'I tru^ti'that Mr Harold 
Ikai^hre’s' testimony will’ go'far, ff^^ds* you^ ^y, he 
is dispos^ to set aside ^11 ^hnkor regards^ and not4o 
the ^ gnidgih^y and reluctantly. For 

very truth (^otor ' from the disposition 




He is Kud j eapati^;!:^ 

said Esther. . 

“ It IS well. For I verily feel^jy© 
men have been at work aghast F ftliv 

field Watchman ’ hath written oontinnal:lv..„ 

to him as one of those mischievoTu men wIk> aeefe:te 
e evate themselves tinough tlie dishononr of tb^ 

sonl vath the needs of the people, but seek <®fo to 
pt a hearing for themselves by raising ibJ^ 
m crotchety discord. It is 

me heavmess of spirit ; tjie dark secret JtWs yoWr 
man s lot IS a cross I carry daily.” 

^th were filling with tears, “ I should. .lae i ^ 
iiniii agaiu, before higi tyja,!.) Migfet I ^ Will ip 
hiin E ; Will joa tafce me ? " . , ^ , 

_^ Wlm minister raised hfo snfiused/eyes to hro, aod 
did not speak for a moment or twa A new. thouglit 
haaiVisited him. But his <JelieatectseB<J»Beee-i^^^ 
even from an inward inquiry that was too 0ari»*i 
thrt neemeddikenu effort, fo.peep atisamed semrtn 
- I seO :J30Hght dear oyi<^ if 

arrived, earij ©Bough,: and would iakM ’Om 
lady into your ooniidenee, so that yon might 
fmm tho! carriage at swe snitaHe piace^ 
of the lBdepeBd«t iijinfeter, 'for exafeple-^whaisa/I 
Wild meet and aocompaiay yon. I wonid foieTO^ 
Felix,, who wonkl donbtiess delight to see 
again. | . seeing .that he may .go away, and 
were, hpri^d ifrom yon, men tliongh it 
in prison, and oot — -r-” 






ri' ■ • ' I ■ « i 
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This was too much for Esther.' ' She threw her 
arms round her father’s neck and sobbed like a cliild. 


It was an unspeakable reliof to her ■ after all the 
pent-up stifling experience, all the inwaixl incom- 
municable debate of the last feW weeks. The old 
iman was^ deeply moved too, and held his arm close 
round the dear child, praying silently. 

Ko word was spoken for some minutes, till Esther 
«rai^d herself, dried her eyes, and with an action 
that seemed playfulj though there was no smile 
OB her face, pressed her handkerchref agaibst her 
farther’s - cheeks. Then, when she had put her hand 
in his, he said, solemnly— 


it ? 


Tis a* great arid ntysterious ^ift, this* Clinging 


of the heart, my 'Esther, • whereby ' 
seemed to ‘me thait even in^the ve#y ^ mOinent of 
suffering our souls have the keenest •fd/^taste:' Of 
lheaV'^.d 'i speak^mot^ lightly,* but as 'On© who-’lrith 
eridttned.r> ^Atid ’tis 'a strange truth that only in 
the ' agony of parting wri ddok ' into the deptl m of 
love*’’ i ■; 




So the interview ended, without any question 
'iyon concerning what Esther contemplated 
I /file ultimate arrangeriient between herself and 
le .Transomes. . ' 


-iAffcer^this conversation, which showed him that 
t\rhat happened to Felix: touched Esther nioro closely 
^lan he* Md supposed, th©^ minister felt no impulse 
to, < raise tho images of a futrire so unlike anything 


Feliiiowould share* = ' And Esther would ha^ve 
unable -to^»s^Ver any such qtmstiOnsJ Tbe 
successive weeks, instead of bringing her -nearer to 


fiSi 







■ , •• ' •■■'H 






' .ar '‘*■^*‘ 4 ?;*: ' K' ' 


clearness and > decisionj bad 
of disenchantment belonging to tl 
of things which have long dwelt ii 
with all the factitious charms of 
ment. Her imaginary mansion bad .iloti''' 
liabited iust as Transome Court was ; her 

^ ' vjr ^ , 

fortune had not been attended with circuiB^sffiyo^ 
which she was unable to sweep away. She l^eriseir, 
in her Utopia, had never been what she was oow^ 
a woman wiiose heart was divided and 
The first spontaneous offering of her 
votion, the first great iMpiration 
sort of vanisjied^ ’ which bad ,2^ its wounds. 

It seemei sto heri a» druel misfortuai^ of 
life that her best feeling, her most precioii& 
dence, had been called forth just whm^ ifee 
tions were hardestj .and that fdh^d 
of ciroumstsnee Were towards 
preyi#^^ :^^ of her longil^g 

moral ' descent for her. It was oharaetdristio 
that she scarcely at all entertained 
of such a compromise as would have given 


*■■» ‘".fV' 




& 


larger portion of the fortune to wMch she ha 
legal claim, and yet have satisfied her sympathy by 
leaving the Transomes in possession eff thdr old 
home. Her domestication with this family had 
brought them into Ihe foreground of her imagina- 
tion ; the gradual wooing of Harold had acted <« 
her with a constant immediate infiuence that prer 
dominated over all indefinite prospeetB ; and a 
solitary elevation to wealth, which out of Utopia 
she had no notion how she should manage, looked 

X 
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as cliill and dreary as the oifer of dignities in an 
unknown country. , ; 

In the ages since Adames marriage, it has been 
good for some men to be alone, and for some women 
alsa But Esther was not one of these women she 
was intensely of the feminine type, verging neither 
towards the saint nor the angel. She was “a fair 
divided excellence, whose fulness of perfection 
must be in marriage. And, like all youthful crea- 
tures, she felt as if the present conditions of choice 
Were final. It belonged to the freshness of her heart 
that, having had her emotions strongly stirred hy 
real objects, she never speculated on possible rela- 
tions yet to come. It seemed to her that she stood 
at the first and last parting of the w 'And, in 
■one sense, she was tinder hd illusion.' It is enlyA 
that freshness of our time that th6 choice is possible 
which gives unity ^to life, and makes the memory a 

j^elioS and all votive offerings, all 
grateful joy, are an tmbi?oken Ms-' 



by one reUgiOnii 


■n; 


,4 
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CHAPTER XLY. 

■! ' ' V ' ' ■ ' '■■ ' ■’ ^-*0 

We in^iy not make tkis world a paradise 
. ' . By walking it tjc^tker witk clasped liands ■ ^ . - ; : ■ - ; 

An,d eyes tliat meeting feed a doii,I:)l)Q str^u^tk. j ^ i 

We must be only joined "by pains' diH^ine, ‘ ’ -'i. 

i ; i i ’ 'Of spirits bjent in mutnai memories* ^ : ■ - - * - - 

; J ! f ! ' ' ^ i ■ ’ . ■ : ' : ' ' , , , ,';' 

It? ■ was a consequence of that interview . witii 
father, that when Esther stepped, earjj on. ^ 

]\J^oh morning into fthe' carriage fwifk JIps ,TraBr 
some, to go tc> Ihe Lpainford Assizes, , ; she i was- ;fcli 
of an expectation that held her lips in trembling 
silence^ and gave her eyes that sightless beauty, 
which tells that the vision is all within.! .iff yiuu 
Mrs Transonic did not jdistnrb her withf-iinneices^, 
sary^ecoh. , Gf late, Esther’s anxiotis jebseryatieix 
had been drawn to a change in Mrs Transome,} 
shown in many small ways which, only women 
notice. It -was not only that when they sat ifcor 
gether , the: talk seemed more of an effort r to! her 2' 
that might haye ■ come feom the . • gradnal : dlainin^, 
Elway of matter for disoonrse pertaining to raoatt 
sorts of companionship, in -which • repetition /^is noit 
fejt to be as desirable as In ovelty. , But , While -Mrs 
Transome was . dressed j ust ’ as usual, todkl her -seat 
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as usual, trifled with her di-ngs and had her em- 
broidery before her as usual, and’ still made her 
morning greetings with that finished easy polite- 
ness and consideration of tone which to rougher’ 
people seems like aiFeotion, Esther noticed a strange 
fitfulness in her movements. Sometimes the stitches 
of her embroidery went on with silent unbroken swift- 
ness for a quarter of an. hour, as if she had to work 
out her deliverance from bondage by finishing a 
scroll-patterned border ; then her hands dropt sud- 
denly and her gaze fell,' blapkly on , the table before 
her, and she would sit in that way m'btibnless as a 
seated statue, apparently unconscious of Esther’s 
presence, till some thought darting within her 
sBeinod- to have' the effect of an-'estemakshook-and 
roase 'her ysitfe’ i'-start,' wHln i she looked -rouM 

hastily -like -^'-person ashaihed'- of having s%fc 
Estherp.-totioheti-' With ^wohderifig'-jjity at. s%ns’’'of 
ufthkppiiihsg thafi’weir’e Wevf in ■'her ekperi4iiee,*’fodit' 
tt^essmbst-'-deli'cate bath to ■ appear - inobservant, and 
only tried-td-mchease thekgentle ’’attention that 
might’ help to soothe or-^atify this nneasy woman. 
Butjmne morning,’ Mm irrdnsome had said, breaking 
isatlier a long silence-^ ’ ; . » . , , < ; 

’'■iAMy d^,.I.[shali make this. 'house dull ifc; you. 
¥otu gh wjth me’ like.' ’ah' embodied patrehCe. • ’I'km’ 
■uaendulaMiei ^ . I, .am getting into a melancholy ’dofc- 
agei. ' : ’fidgety old womari! like me is’as uhpleasan't 

till 'see as ai-TOek: with feiwing’ brokem«r;Dioil’t miiid- 

my sRiih away ifrom-rmief inrithout eete- 

immy.-:’.,Eveiy:OTe ■efee’!does,.ydQ’::g^, , .,j 

.‘the old, fomitere' •with‘m§tb-,drai^ryi.”/< ■.iMuK.moT 



Dear Mrs Transcmidy'^^ g^fdrr^^^ 

low ottoman close by the bask^ 
you dislike mj sitting with you?^^’‘'l>ff9f|3l)jkl. 

Only for your own sahe, myvfaxry/^4.)ga§ 
Transome, smiling faintly^ and putting - her 
under Esther^s chin. "* Doesn’t it mak^ youi 


tO' look at me?” - :: ■ 

^fWlay 'will: you say such naughty things P^’osdid 
Esther, affectionately. “ If you had had a daughtet, 
she would have desired to be with you mosc’wheii 
you most wanted cheering. iiAnd surely every 
young woman has something of a daughter’s! ‘feelr 
; towards ?an older one who lias i been khrd to 
her.”'-- *'/■.! ^,;^ • J 

“I should like you to be really my daughter/! 
said Mrs Transome, rousing herself to look .“a Jiltle 
brighter j 'vf^ That is ■ something : * stiE-' for , an ? t old 
woman to -hope for;” > ! ■ , 

-Esther bl'di.ed : she had . not foreseen this appli- 
cation' of words ' that c^me from pitying tenderness-: 
To diyert the train of thought as quickly as possible^ 
she at once asked what she had previously -hsld' in 
her Miird to ;a^k. ^ j Befoye her blush had disapps^red 
she said — ' ^ ■ is . . ; ■ ' 1 

Oh^ yhu are* so good I shadijashyou to indulge 
me veiy much. It is do let us sot out. very early to 
LoaMfbrd on ^Wednesday, and put me down at a par- 
ticular house? that I may keep an engagement, with 
My father.? .It is a private matter, that r-wish-Uo 
one* • to kno w about ^ if » possible. And he: will . bring 
me hat^ toryoii wherever you appoint.” ■ 
ir-Ih that Way Esther won her end without needing 
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to betray it ; and as Harold , was already away at 
Loainford, she was the more secure^ . l . 

The Independent .minister’s house at which she 
was set down, and where she was received .by her 
father, was in a quiet street not far from ■ the: jail. 
Esther had thrown a dark cloak over the handsomer 
coverings which Denner had assured her : were ab- 
solutely required: oi ladies who sat anywhere near 
the judge .ait a great trial ; and as the 'bonnet of 
thaihday did not throw the face into high relief, but 
rather into perspective, a veil? drawn- down ^gave her 
a sufficiently inconspicuous appearance. ^ , 

>' I have arranged all things, my dear,'’ said Mr 
Lyon, “and Felix expects ns. We will lose no 

iThey walked away ^ at? s once;! Eshberf ndt asitiiigia 
question.? ' She had no consciousness of the road 
along which they passed ; she could never remem- 
ber lanjtking but * a dim sense of entering within 
Mghn Walls and n going along passages;/ till they 
were ushered into a larger space* than she wpected, 
and her father said — - , ’ v , , . . . jI . 


r: bere that we are permitted to see Felix^, 

my Esther. He will presently appear." • 

: Esther automatically took off -her gloves and 
bonnet, ^ as if she had entered the house after a 
ijgiie ’ had lost the complete'^" consoiotisnesS 
Of! evStythiiug- except that she was going toifsee 
Felix.' She- -'trembled. It^ seemed-to^ iherr'aS^af ^h@ 
too would look altered- after heh new life^ad if*ev^ 


the past would ^ Jchauge- frr* her aW be/ nO longer m 



remembrancej but something, she had bSen 
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i3Q;istak6Ji about, as sbe had boen about the new 'Hfe. 
Perhaps ^he was growing out of that-ehildhood to 
which common things have rareness, -and all objects 
look larger.^ Perhaps from henceforth the .^^hole 
world was ’to be meaner for her. The ' dread 
centrated in those moments seemed worse tl^^ 
anything she had known before. It was what the 
dread of the pilgrim might be who has it whispered 
to him that- the holy places are a delusion, or that 
he will see them with a soul unstirrecl and unbe- 
lieving. ^ Every minute that passes may be charged 
with some such crisis in the little inner world- of 
ma&n or woman. 

But soon the door opened slightly- some one 
looked in ; then it opened wide, and Felix Holt 
entered. 

"Miss Ey on- Esther i and her hand was in his 
'grasp.'' 

He Was jiist the same — no, something inexpres- 
sibly better, because of the distance and separation, 
aiid the half^weary novelties, which made hi 'ch like 
the return of morning. 

“Take no* heed of me, children/^ said Mr Lyon. 
“I have s^me notes to make, and my time: is 
precious. 6 may remain here only a (Quarter of 
an hour. And the old man sat down at a’ window 
with his ba<^ to them, writing with his head bent 
close to the paper. 

You are very pale ; you look ill, compared with 
yotir old self,” said Esther. She had taken her hand 
away, bht they stood stiH near each other, she look- 
ing up at him. ' : . 
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The fact is. I’m not fond of prison,’’ said Felix, 
smilm^ ; but I suppose the best I can J hope for is 
to have a good deal more of it” : : ” P i.i, ! '. ^ | 

^^It is thought that in the worst case a jpardonj 
may be obtained,” said Esther, avoiding' Harold i 
Transome’s name. . ^ i uj ■ • 

“I don’t rely on that,” said Felix.^>;ishaking his 
head; My wisest course is to make up my mind 
to the very ugliest penalty they cad condemn me 
toiiM'If - I eau face that, anything less ^wiH seem 
easy. But you know,” he went on^ smiling , at her 
brightly, “I never went in for fine company I and 
cushions. I can’t be very heavily disappointed in 
that way.” 

i -^’Daiyou ’see things^ just as -you used to do?’” 
said Esther, turning pale as she said it — I mean— 
about poveHy, and the people you will live atnong. 
Has all the misunderstanding and sadness left you 
Just as « obstinate ? ” She tried to smile, but could 
nottfsucpeedv; . . . ■ 

* “What-T^bout the sort’ of life I shobld lead if I 


were free again ?” said Felix. 

^ YmJ il can’t help being discouraged for you by 
all tirhese-things that have happened.^,; Sea how you 
^mayrtfaill’*’; ^Esther: spoke? timidly. //She* saw a 
.p#uliar smile, #hich she knew wellj / gathering in 
eyesi ’^bAh, I daresay I am » ‘silly,’! she said, 

- ?4l.l ’ i ' i - 

inspired/’” ?^said' Felix. 
l^iWhed ?thd. wfoked Tempter; gg.jfe ot^mmling 
r thalt word Failure in a mad’s cell,^ he sienti^ ^a. ,r voice 
ilfke a thnish to say it for Mm. Seeidow v 


deprecatingly. 

.y iyyou are 


u 



THB( ;EAB|a» 








BiesseBgea: of darkness yon 
took.^her two hands between liiSy-; 
as children hold them np in jH'ayer. B<^<,pfctJieiaQl 
felt too solemnly to be bashdfal. ^ey^fjic^gA 
straigdit into each o therms eyes, as angels dd-i wh4hj 
they tell some truth. And they stood in that way 
while he went on speaking. ' , ; 

But I!m proof against that word &ilure. 




V---t 
. ' s~5 


I i j- H -'i I 


soon behind it* The only feiilure a man, ii ought to 
fear is failure in cleaving to the purpose he see^ 
to: be best. As to just the amount?* of JreBult hei 
may see ; from ; hisi p^itibtilar work -^/that’s ; a tre-^ 
mendous uncertainty: the ' universe has -not been 
arranged :fbr the gratification of his ' feelings, i As 
long as a man sees and believes in some ■ great good^, 
he’ll prefer \y01ki3ag f towards . ^ that ; in the • way Vhe’s 
bestifit fo4 001310 wh4t may:* I put effects at*.tlieir 
mirdmum, * but , J’d ? rather have the minimum * of 
effect, if it’s of the sort I oare* for, thgm . the maxi-, 
mnm of effect I don’t care for — a lot: of .fine things 
that are not to my taste— and if they w.er0,;ih#/eon- 
ditions, of .holding them while the world is what Tat 
is, are sucdr u^: would j^r on me like grating metaL”. . 

^ , “ Yes,’’i said ^ Esther,^ in . a low: tone, I think - 1 
understand; . that now, better than I used to da” 
The wordi of Felix at last seemed strangely to fit 
heri.ow-n e^pferience^j' But she said no more, though. 
I|.0i*seemed to wait for it a moment or two, looking 
at her. But then he went on — , 4 4;,, 


rt Ilf don’t i mean to be, illustrious, you know,, and 
make a ,neA!^!.era, lelse it » would be kind of you to 
get a raven and teach it to croak ^failure’ in niy 
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ears. Where great things can’t happen, I care for 
very small things, snch as will never be known 
beyond a few garrets and workshops. And then, 
as to one thing I believe in, I don’t think I can 
altogether fail If there’s anything oiir people want 
convincing of, it is, that there’s some dignity and 
happiness for a man other than changing his station. 
That’s one of the beliefs I choose to consecrate my 


life to. If anybody ooiild demonstrate to ine that 
I was a flat {for it, I shonldn’t think it ‘would fofe 
low that I must borrow money to set up-gefeiteelly* 
and- order mew -clothes. That’s not a rigorous con- 


sequence To niy understanding.” 

.They smiled at each other,- with tho old, sense of 
amusement they had sov often had togetheri .‘i 
" ^hYon are just the same,” said Esther. . 

^iAnd you?” said Felix. “My affairs have been- 
Settled . long . ago. But* yours-^a great change has 
oorne-iin* them— magic at work.” 

said Esther, rather falteringly. • ■ 

-“Well,” said Felix, looking at her gl^avely again, 
Hat^s a case- of fitness that seems to give a chanoo 
sanction to that piusty law. The first time I saw you 
your birth was an imniense puzsjle to me. However, 
the appropriate conditions are come at lash’’* 


li These words seemed ciuel to EstherJ ’ But Felii 
cduid’-iiot know aH the reasons for their seeming' 
S0i‘ i She* could not speak ; ' she was ^turning cold’ 
and feeling her heart beat painfully j* 
f;:i“All* yobr tastes are gratified "now^” he went bn 


kfeocently. But you’ll ‘ remeinber * the old pedagogue* 

ti UH'II *rr./|;i 4;, 


apd has leotiijDete ? ” i ^ ' 
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^ " Ohe iiibTiglit’ in the mind crf -iFelix 'was/Hte'i 
Esther was sure to marry Harold Transeisme.* 
readily believ-e these things of the womeri? who - Ibve 
them. But ^ oouM not allude to ' the * ■ 
more directly. He was afraid of this destiny fo'n 
her, without having any very distinct Knowledge 
by which to justify his' fear to the mind of'abothefo 
It did not satisfy him thht Esther shouM marry 
Harold Transome. 

^^My childi'en/’ said Mr Lyon at this moment, 
not looking round, but only looking close at bis 
watch, ^^we have just two minutes more.’' Then 
he went on writing. 

Esther did not speak, but Felix could not help 
observing now that her hands had turned to a 
deathly coldness, and that she was trembling. 
He believed, he knew, that whatever prospects 
she had, this feeling was for his sake. An over- 
powering impulse from mingled love, gratitude, 
and anxiety, urged him to say — 

I had a horrible struggle, Esther. But you see 
I was right. There was a fitting lot in reserve 
for you. But remember you have cost a great 
price — don’t tlirow what is precious away. I shall 
want the news that you have a happiness worthy 
of you.” 

Esther felt too miserable for tears to come. She 
looked helplessly at Felix for a moment, then took 
her hands from his, and, turning away mutely, 
walked dreamily towards her father, and said, 
“Father, I am ready — there is no more to say.’^ 

She turned back again, towards the chair where 
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to bonnet .lay;, with a fe,oe qhite oorpse-iate above 
her.aiark garment. i ' ..•,|) . ; , ,j 

',^f'Esther !.”• -I ^ -r, ^ 

She heard , Felix saydhe word, withiaTi! ehtreating 
cry, and went towards him with the swift inoventent 
of a frightened child towards its - protector. .He 
clapped her, and they kissed each- other. . ■ 

She imver could tecall i anything else that hap* 

pened, till she was in the carriage again with Mrs 

Ifransome.-.i.: ;i. v : ■ !.' ' 

‘ ' ' • ’ ' i ' h !' i J >if]t -'r ' -I ' , 

, ! ’ 1 '' ' * 

■ - ' * ' - ' ' I ' ; * i * ■ ’ I ■ . . . , * > 

" ’ ’ - ' ' I ' j . I ! ' ' / f,i j • 1 

--'.-M'-fi// M-' .ht 




CHAPTEE XLVI. ' f ' ' 


Why, there are maidens of heroic t^uch. 

And yet they seem like ihlnj^ ')■■■'* / -; ! m ; 

Oh, it is not loud tones and. uiouthingH^s, 

' i *11 ’''R'S-not'tfee arms'akiMbo dnd’iatg^'stft^^' -I'* » 

5 ^ , Tha^ mak^ a woman's fo^e, „ ti^est ^ 

W ith softest downy ' breasts, have passion m them, ' ' ' ’ ' ’ 

, ■ And are brave with love. , . 4 

' -■ ■' ‘ i,4 fi 1(1 Mri ' i 


' ^ f I : ' i .1 I. ' ■ i O' ■J'7 


■,■ h 


Tra^soiaao’s,- wmg, aa/'to se^ £«d 

with-piit Haroi^ had ? roqeited thmi 

hohel^ and had observed, that E&thept te>ke4 
was , , iiiausualij abstr^ted .in her I 


N • 1 ■' '!} J 


at -.iMe 


tpr. be snffioie^j < ^aoeounted for 
pablx^tie aii:^3^}r. ;about * -the result of a trial in whiet 
the , :priepaer i%t . the, , bar ; was a frien^ lyad^ -iii 


bohln tier father and hfunself were important witne^e^ 
fpra^^i^me liad. ; no mluotance to keep ' a small 
sec:n:eh^ &om - and m> betrayal was made -erf 

tha»h pj^evious “ engagernei^t^Vof JBkther’s with ] her 
fevklner^ j Harold was partfoularly <Micate and-nn- 
ot>t^rp ve .in Ms , attentions to-day s i he ^ had ^ the 
eoxnsoiousness that he was ^ing tOi t^hare m a 
WTi^jr that would gratify Esther and win / her admira- 
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tioiiy and we are all of ns made more graceful by 
the inward presence of what we believe to bo a 
generous purpose; our actions move to a hidden 
music a melody that’s sweetly played in tune.” 

If Esther had been less absorbed by supreme 
feelings, she would have been aware that she was 
an object of special notice. In the bare squareness 
of a public hall,, where tb^re; was not one jutting 
angle to hang a guess or a thought upon, not an 
image or a bit of colour to stir the fancy, and where 
the only objects o¥ speculation, of admiration, or of 
any interest whatever, were human beings, and 
especially the human beings that. occupied positions 
mdicatmg ;fome , iifap;ortai),6^,^ nat;^C6 jij^towed on 
Esther would not have b©^ %urpi4sin^,f -^ven if it 
had been merely a tribute to her youthful cliarm, 
.-wMch -lwas^ well companioned by Mrs Transoms’S 
'elderly majesty. But it was due also to whisperingrt 
'that.Bhe-'was an hereditary claimant of the Trahaomtf 
festeUfa, whom HaMd TraJnsome Was about to marly/ 
®^oidi himself had of lake not- oared tb'cOhoeai 
either;the fact OP the probability : tliey both tended 
-iather (ft) * his honoUt' tban- hisi' dishonOUf;'' APd^tO-i 
when there was a good prbportidn of Trebians' 
.present,' 'the ; whisperings ft^iread < vapidly. ' i 1 : 

Gpurt Was -still more icrriwdod'' thaan oh tlie 
May,: when our po<w acquaintanob 'Bredge 

■his' two iObI]ier.’coihpanioiiS-''wet0 ‘aottifcenobd 'th 

-a'ydaris -itoptyonnient' With) hatti IstetiS-j and -tild 
ffl^el>f«iligHten-ed!'prison!e<rjiwid.%t^d the DebafrMff 
fJ^rto- transportation for life. 'Poor BredgO M 
■ ■'^'^■*wiBked^heM■d‘•nevbi•'heareti'of••a•’le<itic>lf^;’’ 
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and in- Spite of sermons from 1^e.'ja,E o^apMin; 
back on tbe explanation that thi^ * ^as'^a** world 'M 
which -Spratt and Old Nick were sure g^t the^ 
best of it; so that in Dredge's case, at^ le^S^-tpb^l 
observers must have had the melancholy convtbthS^' 
that there had been no enhancement of public spiiit/ 
and faith in progress from that wave of ’''poiiticai’ 
agitation which had reached the Sproxton-PitatH?/ 
But curiosity was necessarily at a highCr^pitch 
to-day, when the character of the prisoner and ' the 
circumstances of his offence Were of a- highly'-'une* 
usual kind. As soon as Felix appeared at the'b^t/ 
a ■ muimur rose and' 'spread into a loud buzzj - Whioh 
continued until* there had ■ been repeated ’‘authorirear' 
tive calls for silence in the Couit. Bather Siiigit^ 
larly^ it was ! nCw for^ ^the first time that Esther ^ h^ 
a ifeeling of piide m^him’ Gnithe ground simply of 
his appearance. HiAt dhis moment, wheii' he wa^ the* 
centre of b multitudinous -gaze, which seemed to act 
on her own vision like a broad unmitigated daylight,' 
she felt that there was something -pre-’eniment m^ 
himy notwithstanding the vicinity of nuiherous gen-’ 
tlemem No apple^woman would have admired him ; 
not Only to feminine minds like Mrs TilidFg^, but* to 
many minds in coat and waistcoat, there was some- 
thing dangerous and perhaps unprincipled in Ms 
bare throat and great Gothic head ; and his some- 
what massive person would doubtless have come’ 
out ‘ very oddly from the hands of a fashioAable 
tailor of that time. But as Esther saw his large 
grey eyes locking round calmly and undefiantly, 
first at the audience » generally; and* then with a 
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moi’C ob^^rvant expressioii at the lawyers and other 
persons inimediately aronnd hinHy she felt that he 
bore the outward stamp of a distinguished nature. 
Forgive her if she needed this satisfaotion : all of 
■^g_'^bether men or women — are liable to this weak- 
ness of liking tO; have our preference justified before 
others as well as ourselves. Esther said inwardly, 
with a certain triumph, that Felix Holt looked as 
worthy to be ohosen in the midst of this large as- 
sembly,, as he had ever looked in their tite-d-tete 
under the sombre light of the little parlour in Malt- 
house Yard. : ; i-h ; ■ ^ 

! Esther had. felt some teliefi; in* hearing From her 
father, th^t :FeliX| had insisted on nioifigs without his 
mother^ s pte^noQ s and imagiu'- 

ation?! notwithstanding her g^nerail desire- to have 
her , charaoterr , i^qukedi into, there . was no greatly 
consolatory'; diflferenoe .between- being a witness and! 
% iCripin^l)^ andf .an appearance ; of any kind before 
the judge ” , Qonld hardly be made , to. suggest any- 
tlhng definite that would .overcome the dim ' sense 
of, unalfeviated disgrace, she had been less inolined 
th§t#. [usual . tbj complain of her son' s deoisioil Esther 
had; shuddered teforehand .at, the inevitable , farce 
thw would be in. Mrs Holt's testimony. gut surely 
FiJix; j would ; lose ^ something for, i want of ; witness 
who eoTi^d Jt^tify ito; his behaviour inithe. mOming 
before he , became* involved in tire, ' tu»nli ;i - « , ^ ... 

l“ He* 4s!;reall3r a fine young fellOw,/f! laid Harold, 
coping to speak i to; Esther after a colkquy ' V^itlr , the t 
^^ner’lf,fieolicitor./ ; i; ■ I hope, he wilh* hot. .makera, 

biip^r in, defending .himsel£”j*.^r^ j -,,ij ;ii, i-iii 




He is not likely io make a • 

Ske had reeovered her colour a little 


than she had been all the moining 

Helix had seemed to include her in Ms 
glance, but had avoided looking at her 
She understood how delicate feeling for her wodiH 
prevent this, and that she might safely look 
and towards her father, whom she cx>iild m 
same direction. Turning to Harold, to nmke 
observation, she saw that he was looking 
the same point, but with an expression on 
that siirprised »her^ ‘ - v - 

^'^ Bearfme/f she said^- prompted to speak 
any refieotion ; “how angry you look! I 
saw you look so angry before. It is not mj 
you‘a3^edooking:at*? ” ^ . ‘V ;■■■■? ■ 

flOh.nbl! I am angry at something I'm Tooking 
away from,’’ said Harold, making an e&rt to drive 
back the troublesome demon who wotM star© out 
at window. “It’s that Jemiyn,” he 
irig at his mother as well as Esther, 
thrust hhnself under my eyes everywhere since I 
refused him- ah ’ interview and returned 


neveif 



I’m determined never to speak to Mm dhr^tly 
if I can help it.” 

Mrs Transome heard with a changeless She 

had for some time been watehing, and liad taken 
onf her marble loolc of immobility. She said an^ 
inward: bitter f^Of course I ’’ to everything that was 
unpleasant. 

After this Esther soon, became impatient of all 
speech: her attention was riveted on the proceed- 
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logs of tlae Court, and on tke mode in which Felix 
bore himselh In the case for the prosecution there^ 
was notijing more than a reproduction, with iiTelevan- 
cies added by witnesses, of the facts already known 
to US- Spratt had retained consciousness enough,, 
in the midst of his terror, to swear that, when he 
was tied to the finger-post, Felix was presiding over 
the actions of the mob. The landlady of the Seven 
Starsj swho was indebted to Felix for rescue from 


pirteit by some drunken rioters, gave evidence that 
went to prove his assumption of leadership prior to' 
the assault on Spratt, — remembering only that he 
5 called away h». pursuers to better ; sport/’ 
Various ireapeetable witn^ses swore to : Felix’s “ en- 
eouhigemeKt ” df /rioters v wrho ^weBe^!-0rag^^ 

^rait in King Street ; to his fatal assault- bn Tucker ; 
to ?his iattte(ie, jfn front of the drawing-room 



witnesses gave evidence of exptes-' 
used hy the priB4HS4r, i tending 'to /show the 
of tbe adts with which he was charged.' 
Tieby tiadesmen, the third was a olerk^ 
The clerk had heard Felix speak at- 
j Treby men had frequently heard him; 
himseF on public matters ; and ^ they all 
/^pre^ims which tended to show that; he 
Ttmieai.freiiug^ against the respectable shop-- 
and •• T^at nothing was likely to be - 
to him thanrthe gut&ig; of rbtailers^ 
No one else knew — the witnesses thepi- 
not knew fully how ' thdfr etl^ng 

memory cat- these points -Was -due 



shops. 
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io miJid/Ramely/ tliatt 

the attorney, who was nearly reMed' to^rbaa^-’ of thEl 
Trdfey witnesses, ^hd a familiar ^‘Ct[naintaaoe^of^ |^ 
DufiSeM clerk, Man cannot be defined] as 
dence-giving animal ; and in the diffictilty df g^etting’* 
Tip- evidence on any subject, there is room ft>r-mtl,ofe 
nnrecognised action of diligent persons whd bafWthe 
extra stimulus of some private motive. Mr Johnson 
was present in Court to-day,* but in a modeil'tjj tetired 
situation. He had come down to give information 
to Mr Jermyn, and to gather information in 'C&er 
quarters^ whioh' was ;ilhkiinated by ^tho dppbar-' 
ance of Esther in company with the Transomes: I 

■ ^ When the case for the ‘ prosecntion otesed,’ ' aft 
strangers thought that it looked very ‘Maok'’lbr--lhe 
prrfeoner. In tWodnManees dnfy #elM 
& put a -crosS-examin&ig question, * - The first wl&s^to 
aSk'Spratt 'if hO ’did nidt ^belfev^that’ hfe' having ^h^n 
tied to the poSt^ h^d- ^^ed a probably 

mortal injury ? The second was* tO ask 
man who swore to his having heard ’tFoMx' 

?^ker afone ^and come along With 
ihMd- toOt,' shortfy befolo, heard' cries 
athbh^ the hioh^sfih&ttfching to 4n oh the Whfe^ 

Vaults and hreWetyV^' 

Esther had hithbrtb Tikeinfed^ dM^ ^caltnl5^l 

Bhb kiiew^th^yt' thei% ®w#Sd he thi§ ■ strong* adv^e 
tes^ihony ]'■ and Ml 'her iidpes arM fears were 
oh ■ whM- was to (X3me heydiifl ' It was when 
prisohet wa^ asked “Whiit hb lia9 '*fe%ddhtfe^fnf^re]^f^ 




ft£l t i fdllTJ 


that she ' felt herself ill ' the grtilp*' of tremor 


which does not disable the 




gives 
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idOBseionsaess of inilad having, a penalty of 
iKidy attached to it. ' . > • ^ ' - 

. There was a silence as of night when Felix Holt 
began to speak,. His voice was hnn and clear : he 
spoke with simple gravity,, and evidently without 
any enjoyment of die occasion. Esther had never 
seen his iaoe look .so weary. 

“ My Eprd, I am not going to occupy the time of 
the Court with unnecessary words. I believe the 
witnesses for the prosecution have spoken the truth 
as far as a superficial ob^rvation would enable f hem 
to do it ; and I see nothing that can weigh with r the 
juij in my fa vouiy unless they .belieye nay statement 
rf,:iny own medves,. .thp teMimpiiiy t}^t| , certain 
witnesses give lo.imj 

fc^ng .ipQplisptent with my willingly abetting dis- 
Fif >1 : will. |ell the ,Conrti in as few words as I 
ih . got end»Pgled in thQ; moh, how I , canae 
p tiie;.oon^hlej,aiid lipw I to 

^badk upon it”, MT 

FeUx then gave a concise iwrative of his motive^ 
d conduct on ;the day of the rioh hrom the moment 
he was startled into quitting his work by the 
earlier uproar of the morning. He omitted, j pf course, 
^^p^t Malthouse.Tjardjiands merely said .thnt.He 

again .jailer. .returning ^ , to ^qqjpt dps 
^theds. mifdr^; ;Warmed by thq.st(^,p|) his 

pxperiei¥)e,.,whi^ i^yed,,,him .,3pore,j.^%|)pgly l|h^P 

m Vibr^tkigrwordn, 

. fellpw-pien. , , h'hei 

to one w^q the great 





theparigs of sorrow.- :‘. !: ' 

'' That is all I have to . saj for; im 
I plea-ded ‘ Not guilty >t0 the 

because I know that word may ‘CalTy^r^^^lmea®^i^ 
wliich would not fairly apply to my act;.-; 
threw Tucker downj I did not see'..the;.jpos_gibih^}f| 
that he would die from a sort of attaokdwhiclt #yn 
dinarily occurs m fighting without any, fatal et|PeQt#^ 

As to my assaulting a constable^ it wa^ a 


chdice between two evils . : f I should else ;ha*Vs^ been 
disabledy V And'lhe attdek^d <jJne launder ' a ^mifetakdi 
about { iBy»t juteniilons.' * fl’ml . not * prepared i to ^ay > i J - 
iiever * 'WouiidI assault la ' constable where mcprei 

ohaince * ofi deliberation. ^ : I oertaitily-.,shouid-ii 
himijif! I saw^f him.' redoing 
hlo 0 d' 4>QiI>2l /I reieienoe the iaw^db 
is a .pretext I’foi: waso^hgy rwhich it ah^yj:, ^be^ifthe. voiyi 
object of law to hindeuMtil consider that; ilshaujd ;be( 
making an unworthy defence, if Idet the ^CfOl^rtiii^fi 
from what I say mySelf^ orffromHvlafi Isaid rbgji^y 
witnebfees/th^;beoause Tam man whd'hatevdruiiikeni 
idotiveiless ildiscrdeij riori t-ny ? tentoir h^rm, , ^ iheiidf€^*e 
l^am' alfmanfwho i^ould ne^viertight afi^ainst- a 



I’ hold it blasphemy 4d:l s^yufeaitf a:i mdn: ©ughltjnot to 
fight against autHbiity ss . * there Is*' nio- ^great ^ religion 
and no great freeddml that ' laas * not ^ done * it; in ftho 
beginning. It would be im'pertiiient for ’’me to^ispealf 
0 ^; tfefe'/irgiWy df hi did ndl heied to say in my ioiiiKtfe- 
fende, ’ ^ Afe^t hi /shdwld ? i hbM myself the 


traitor ifT 


either to 


«y©3r 


drder^ — - which * ni injury. ; toi^ a^paelkxiy =^T-4f J - 1 
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wGr6 not tir^0(31 to it Tby wbsit I hold ■ to* b© ^crod 
feelings, maldng a sacred duty either to my own man- 
hood or to my fellow-man.^ ' And ceitainly/^ Felix 
ended with d- strong ring of scorn in his voice, I 
never held it ;a sacred duty to try and get a Radical 
candidate returned for North Loamshire, by willingly 


heading a drunken howling 'mob, whose, public action 
must consist in breaking windows, destroying hard- 
got produce, aud endangering the lives of men and 
women. I have no more to say^ my Lord,” 

I foresaw he would make a blunder,’r said Har-* 
old, m ■ a low voice to Esther. Then, sedugf her 
shrink a little, ’ he < feared • slie might suspect" hini of 
being merely ' stung hj7*j the jalhi^fend^ hmstself’ I 
don^t mean what < he? ®aiJ abonfetk^lS^i^l ^ 
d^te,” he added* Hastily, in ‘correction-: ■ “I doifi 
lUeaU the last sentence. I mean that whole peroral- 
tion^of ilis, which he- ought to have left unsaid. It 
hah I'done -hinr harm with the jury-^they won't un- 
ddfstand it, or rather, will drnisTmderstandvit^j/nAr^K^ 
Til answer for it; it has wured' the? judge. 1 It remains 
to ' be seen what we witnesses can say for him, to 
nullify the effect of what he has said for himself. 
I hope the attorney has done his best in-, collecting 
the ' evidence : I understand the expense of the wit- 
ds^jundeitaken by some Liberals at Glasgow 
and iti Lancashire, friends of Holts. '■ But I suppose 


your father has told you, ’V.* > . 

The 'first ^witness called for the ^dofenoe was. Mr 
hjbm The gist of his sf^teraduts^ w4s,..that from 
beginning 1 of September lasti untj^l the day of 



he was in 


very 


frequent interoom-se-, with 
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the prisoner; that he had becofne- 'intimately 
qnainted with his character and views'.? o^Jife, and 
his conduct with respect to the eleotion,^ and; th^^b 
these were totally inconsistent with any otheTissn^'' 
position than that his being involved in the rioty 
and his fatal encounter with the constable^ iwere'dhe 
to the calamitous failure of a hold but good purposeJ 
He stated farther that he had been present when ani 
interview had occurred in his own house between 
the prisoner and Mr Harold Transomej who Was 
then canvassing for the representation of * Hortit 
Loamsldre. That rther object of the prisoner in 
seeking this interview had been to inform Mr Tran- 
some of treating given in his name to the workmen 
in the pits and on the canal at Sproxtonj and to're^ 
monstrate’against itfe continumioe ; the prisoner fear- ' 
ing that disturbance and mischief might result fronk^ 
what he believed to be the end towards which thisi 
treating was directed — namely ^ the presence of these 
men on the occasions of the nomination and pollings 
Several times after this interview, Mr Lyon said, he 
had heard** Hehx' Holt recur to the subject therein 
disohssed ^th expressions of grief and anxiety. .. He 
liimself was in the habit of visiting Sproxton in- 
bis ministerial oapaoiiy; he knew fully what thd: 
prisoner had done there in order to found a night- 
school, and Was. certain Hiat the prisoneris interest 
ih the working ihenbf that district turned entirely* 
on th6 possibility of converting i them 'some wMt- to/ 
habits of soberness > and to a due care Tor the * iaistrao4 
tion of their children. ' Finally, he stated that the 
prisoner, in compliance with his request, ^ had been 
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present at Duffield on the day of the nomination^ and 
had on his return expressed himself with strong, in- 
dignation concerning the employment of the Sprox- 
ton men on that occasion, and what. he called the 
wickedness of hiring blind violenca 

The quaint appearance and manner of the little 
Dissenting minister could not. feiil to stimulate the 
peculiar wit of the bar^ ’ He .-^as subjected to a 
troublesome oross-examination, which he bore with 
wide-eyed shortsighted ^ quietude and absorption in 
the duty of truthful response.:' On being. ;askedy 
rather sneedngly, if the prisoner wa^* not one of his 
flock? he answered, in that deeper 'tone which made 
onesofi the uhost effective transitions of his varying 


vmce — th'';.'. '"L' ' v ' . i. ? tuj 

■ i /f Uayt— would to God he were ! I should then feel 
thatHhe great virtues and the pure life Idiave be- 
held in him ’were, u s witness the efficacy, of’ the 
farthi I believa ^p and .fheiidisGiplineidf 
whereunto T belongiVn'Mi; -'liU nu 

Perhaps it required ^ a laiger jpowerf of ' cMDmparisou 
than was i possessed by any 6fi that audience to 
aj^reoiate thei moral elevation of an Independent 
minister who could utter those words. Nevertheless 
there was a murmur, which ^vas clearly one of sym-’ 


m 


The? next witness, and the . one on whom > the im; 
terest . of i the ^ spectators -was i-chiefly conoentratedp 
was Harold Transomoj * There was? d©oid[ed' pre- 
dominance of ^Tory, feeMmg • dh) the Gouittj » gtnd * the ‘ 
^ipan ! disposition* ■ to enjoy th e ? iniicifeioh of I a** little 
p i^i s hin ent on ;an oppossite party p|was^ la i 


THE ' 


Stance, of a Tory complexion;’. 
a,liv© to tills, and to everything; el^,j>^ 
prove disagreeable to him in his having 
in. the witness-box. But he was not likely 
Ills self-possession, or to fail in adjusting 
g;‘racefally, under conditions which most men wodld 
find it difficult to carry without awkwardness. i Ho 
li^ad generosity and candour enough to bear- Eelix 
Holf s proud rejection of his advanoes without/ ally 
petty resentment ; he had all the susceptibilities ^f 
a, gentleman ; and these moral qualities gave; the 
right direction i^p, his acumen, .in : Judgii^ of the be- 
ifeaviour that would ,beist secure his dignity. , Eveiy- 
tliing requiring self-command was eaasler to him 
because of Esther’s presence ; for her admiratioii 
was just then the object , which ■w^^'tiian^ man 

x>£ the world had it most at heart to ; • - r/ 

When he entered the witness-bos; he was imioh 
admired by the ladies amongst the audiemoe, many 
of whom sighed a little at the thought of his wrcuig 
course in politics. He certainly looked like a hand- 
some portrait by Sir Thomas Lawrence, in which 
■fcbat remarkable artist had happily omitted tho 
■asnal excess of honeyed blandness mixed wi& akrt 
rmtelligence, which is hardly compatible with the 
state -of man out of paradise. He stood not far off 
Helix ; and the two Radicals certainlj jmde a strik- 
ing contrast Felix might have come - from: ithc 
bainds of a sculptor in the later Roman periodf when 
±be plastic impulse was stirred by the grandeur of 
barbaric fbrins^iWheui rolled collars ‘were not yet 
conceived, and satin stocks were not' 
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Harold Transome declared that he had had only 
one interview with the prisoner?: it was the inter- 
view referred to by the previous 'Witness, in whosie 
presence and in whose house it was begun. The 
interview, however, was continued beyond the ob 
servation of Mr Lyon. The prisoner and himself 
quitted the Dissenting minister’s house in Malt- 
house Yard together, and proceeded to the office 
of Mr Jermyn, who was then conducting election- 
eering Business on his behalf. His object was to 
comply with Holt’s remonstrailce by inquiring into 
the alleged proceedings at Sproxton,' and; if possible, 
to put a stop to them. Holt’s language, both in Malt- 
house Yard and in the attorney’s office, was strong : 
he was evidently indignant, and his indignation 
turned on the danger of efnpldying igiiortot men 
excited by drink on an occasion of popular con- 
course. He’ believed that Holt’s sole motive was 
the prevention of disorder, and what he considered 
the demoralisation of the workmen by treating. The 
event had certainly justified hi^ remonistrances.- He 
had not had any subsequent opportunities of observ- 
ing the prisoner ; but if any reliance was to be 
placed: on a rational conclusion, it must, he thought, 
be plain that the anxiety thus manifested by Holt 
was a guarantee of the statement he had made as 
tb his motives on the day of the riot. His entire 
impression from Holt’s manner in that single inter- 
view was, that he was a moral and political ehthu- 
’siast, who, if he sought to cGetce others, would 
seek to coerce them into a .difficult, ' -and perhai^s 
impracticable, scnipxilosity. - ' 'i- 
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.Harold spoko 'with as notioeaHo.a^idirsctoess aii<J 
emphasis, as if 'what he .said could ha¥e no ruction on 
himself. He had of course not entered unnecessarily 
into what occurred in.Jerinyn’s office. But now U 
was subjected to a cross-examination on this subjeo% 
which gave rise to some subdued shrugs, smiles, and 
winks, among county gentlemen. , , r, 

The questions’ were directed so as to bring out, if 
possible, some indication that Felix Holt was moved 
to his remonstrance by personal resentment against 
the political agents concerned in;Seftting m 
treating ^at , Sp^‘qx1^^^,but^gch - % ^rt 

of t^gel^s«ho|^irig» tl^j^, Sometimes, hits about widelyi 
The, cross-examining counsel , had close iconnections 
among the Tories .of Ijoamshire, and enjoyed his 
business to-day Under fhe &e,of various qu^tiops 
abqut Jermy n .and sthe age^i^ - iCmplayedi him, at 

Sproxton, Harold got warm, .-and in one of his repliesS 
said, with liis rapid, sharpness^ ’ . i r 

Mr Jermyn was my agent tiien, nof now : I, have 
no longer any hnt hostile ielations wi*th hinu’^ ? - u 
The sense that he had shown a flight , boat would 
have,,y^xed,.H^hi if he had not^gqt-^me 

s^isfactimi ent the i thought that ' d erntyn heard 

those words. He recovered’ his good .temper quickly, 
and when,- subsequently, the question came— - 1 . 

“ You acquiesced in the treating of the Sproxton 
men, as necessary to the efficient vmrMng ‘of-.the 

reformed cpnstitnenoy?”. Harold replied,: with qniet 

fluency-— . : : , 

■ : ; ‘f Yes , ; m my, return to England; beftae. I.-pot up 
fto! North. , .Loanisliire, >_I.. .gotithe, .best.;ad\?i(3e flrotu 
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practised agents, both Whig and Tory. They all 
agrood as to elootionoorihg moasiiros. 

The next witness was Michael BHncey, oti\erwise 
Mike Brindle, who gave evidence of the sayings and 
doings of the prisoner amongst the Sproxton men. 
Mike declared that Felik went uncommon again’ 
drink, and pitch-and-toss, and quarrelling, and sicli,” 
and was “all for schooling and bringings ilp' the 
little- chaps;” but On' b'emg' cross-examined, 'he 
admitted that he “ couldn’t give ■ much aecbtfirt ;’* 
that Felix did talk again’ 'MIC' folks, '-Whether poor 
or rich, and -that most like 'he toeant the rich, who 
had' “a rights "to he idle,” -which was what he, Mike, 
liked himself sometimes, though- for the most part ho 
was “ a hard-worlring hutty.” On being checked for 
this supeitiuOUs allegation of ‘-his o-wn tlieor-y and 
practice, Mike became timidly conscious that aiis-W-er- 
ing' was a great mystery beyond the reachCs 6 f a 
butty’s soul, and begaii to err from defect instead of 
eXOCs^. -However, he reasserted .that ' what ^t'olix 
most wanted ‘was, a- 

for the little chaps.” • ' • k i- ‘ ' 

'--‘With the- two succeeding' witrfesSeS, who sWoro to 

the fact that ' Felix had tridd ' -th le&cl the' mVil) along 
Hb'hb's Lane instead of ' towards the Maiior, and 
to the violently 'threatening ‘Character 'Of- 'Tnoker’s 
attack' on hiih, the 'ease fiW ' the defence Was ' under- 
stood 'to olbse. ' '■ ' 

' " ■ Meatt while ' Father -had" beeci'100ki«g'Cn aTld’'listen'- 
ing with growing misery, in the sense that all 'had 
ttCfbeeh said wKicbmigiit haWe^beeU'-said on 'behalf 
tof Felix.' ■ If it Was ' the jury who -were 'to ' l»' -acted 
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on, she argued to herself, there might have 
an impression made on their feeling which wOtiM 
determine their verdict. Was it not conslantlj- said 
and seen that juries pronounced Gruilty^ ^ ' 
Guilty from sympathy for or against the accusM;^ 
She was too inexperienced to check lier own argu-' 
nient by thoroughly representing to herself the 
course of things : how the connsel for the prosecu-^ 
tion would reply, and how the judge would shm up/ 
with the object of booling down sympathy into de- 
liberation. Wliat she had painfully pressing on* he®* 
inward vision was, that -the trial was ooinhig ib 
end, and thab the ?v©ioehf ' right and ^‘t^ not 

been strong enough. ' * 

When a woman feels purely and nobly, tha$ 
ardour of hers which breaks through formulas too 
ngorously ‘ urged on . men ^ by > daily praotioal needs, 
makes one of her most precious mfiuences : she is 
the 'added impulse that Matters the Stiffening crust 
of cantious - experience. Her inspired ignoranoe gives 
a' subiimity to actions so moongniousiy simpl%^^^t 
otherwise ^ tl»©y would make ' men smile.' Some; of 
lliat Larteir Wh®di *fe^ out and illummated 

alln poetey ' and historj^ fwas^ buming to-dayi in the 
bosom df sweet Esther ^ Lyoh.- In this, atleaat^iher 
woman' s lot was perfect: ^tiiat the 'inan she loved 
was her hero ; that her woman’s pa^ion and her 
reverence for rarest goodness mshed' together ini an 
undivided cument.. And to-day they were makmg 
one ‘danger, one terror,* one irresistible impulse fox 
her hearts ■ i < Her; feelings werte growing intoja^ neces- 
sity^for ■ actloan^* rath® .than la resolve act She 
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could not support tlxe tliopgkt that tho.toial would 
come to m end, that sentence wqiild he X)as8ed on 
Eelix, and that all the '^hile .sbrnethiug had been 
omitted which might have: been said for him. . --There 
had been no witness to tell what had been. Iris be^ 
haviour and state of mind just before' the riot; She 
must do it. It was possible. There was time. 
But not too much time. , AIL other agitation becamo 
nierged in: eagerness not to let; the. moment escape. 
The. last witness was being called. ; Harold* Tram 
some had not been able to get back to her on leav- 
ing the witness-box, but Mr Lingon was close by, 
her. With firm quickness she said to hiiTi—t Ml*. 

‘^Pray tell the attorney that ,I laave/. evidence to 
give for-the pnsonet--~lose4lo*time.’ue' .-f- uv- 

you know whatJyofitil are»|^oingMto'^/sa^,’uXiay 
di^ar? ” said , Mr Lingon, ulooking at: her in astonishr 
ment." " ‘'i: i i. . 

i ,'fVYes-^I^mtre^t you, Tor God’s sake,” said Esther, 
in that -low: tone of urgent beseeching- which is 
equivalent to a cry ; and with a lopk .of t appeal dnore 
penetrating StiB, “ I would rather die than not dodtd’ 
i. The.’ old iEector, always leaning ^to the good- 
U£i.tun^ ^yiew of : thMgSj 'felt clfiefiy that . ftjiere 
se^mled: ' ^ to ♦ : be an additaoUal chance for the i : poor 
folloiv ' vtho ! had got i himself into trouble. e j dis- 

putedmo farther j but ^ went to the attorney; / 

* i Beford Harold was: award of E^her^s intention' she 
on her.’ v/ay to the : ^thess-box. - When fehe 
^^qipeared ^ Aere, it was as if a vibration, quibk as 
light,- had" gone ' Arough the ;GoTkrtl and! had .shakeii 
plihx hin^self, who had hitherto’ seemed- impafesiyas 
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A sort of gleam seemed to shoot aerog^ his faoey' kud 
any one close to him would have seen that .his hand, 
which lay on the edge of the dock, trembled. 

At the first moment Harold was startled ^and 
alarmed ; the next, he felt delight in Esther^s be^- 
tiful aspect, and in the admiration of the Court. 
There was no blush on her face : she stood, divested 
of all personal considerations whether of vanity or 
shyness. Her clear voice sounded as it migitt have 
done if she had been making a confession of faith. 
Slie began and went on without query or internip- 
tion. Every face looked grave and respectfuL 

“I am Esther Lyon, the daughter of Mr Lyon, 
the Independent minister at Treby, who has been 
one of the witnesses for the prisoner. I know Felix 
Holt well. On the day of the election at Tfeby, 
when I had been much alarmed by the noises that 
reached me from the main street, Felix Holt came 
to call upon me; He knew that my -father waa 
away, and he thought that I should he alarmed 
by the sounds of disturbance. It was about the 
middle of the day, and he came to tell me that the 
disturbance was quieted, and that the streets were 
nearly emptied. But he said he feared that the 
men would collect again after drinking, and that 
something worse might happen later in the day. 
And he was in much sadness at this tliought. He 
stayed a little while, and then he left me. He was 
very melancholy. His mind was fall of great res- 
olutions that came from his kind feeling towards 
others. It was the last thing he would have donO 
to join in riot or to hurt any man, if he could have 
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; helped it. His nature is very noble ; he is tender- 
hearted ; he could never have had any intention 
that was not brave and good.” 

There was something so naive and beautiful in 
this action of Esther’s, that it conquered every low 
or petty suggestion even in the commonest minds. 
The three men in that assembly who knew her best 
— even her father and Felix Holt — felt a thrill 
of surprise mingling with their admiration. This 
bright, delicate, beautifal-sliaped thing that seemed 
most like a toy or ornament — some hand had 
touched the chords, and there came forth music 
that brought tears. Half a year before, Esther’s 
dread of being ridiculous spread over the surface 
of her life p but the depth below, wa^hsle^piug. 

Harold TrausomeMWgtSnready toI gtYp horti^ baud 
laud lead her back to, her -place. i When she was 
there, Felix, for* the first time, could not help look- 
dug tpis^ai^ds her, aud their eyes met in one solemn 

Afterwards Esther found herself unable to listen 
SO as, ; to form any judgment on what she heard. 
The acting out ; of that strong impulse had ex- 
hausted her. energy. There was a brief pause, 
filieds with a murmur, a buzz, and much coughing. 
,Th® audience generally felt as if dull weather, was 
^tting in Ugain. And under those auspices the 
coTin«l for the prosechtioa got up to make his 
replji , Esther’s deed had its effect bej'oud the 
^pomentary one, but the effect was not visible ‘in 
dhe rigid necessities of legal procedure. • The coun- 
jduty of restoring:, all unfavourable! facts to 
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due proiuinenee in the minds of the jurox*s, had 
its effect altogether reinforced by the sunaming-up 
of the judge. Even the bare discernment of facts, 
much more their arrangement with a view to in- 
ferences, must' carry a bias : human impartiality^ 
whether judicial or not, can hardly escape being 
more or less loaded. It was not that the judge 
had severe intentions; it was only that he saw 
with severity. The conduct of Felix was not su6h 
as inclined him to indulgent consideration, and, 
in his directions to the jury, that mental attitude 
necessarily told on the light in which he placed the 
homicide;.,^ Even to many in the Court who were 
not constrained by judicial duty, it , seemed - that 
though this high regard felt for the prisoner by his 
friends, and especially by a generous-hearted woman, 
was very pretty, such conduct as his was not the 
less dangerous and foolish, and assaulting and kill- 
ing a constable was not the less an offence to be 
regarded without leniency. 

Esther seemed now so tremulous, and looked so 
ill, that Harold begged her to leave the Court 
with his mother and Mr Lingon. He would come 
and tell her the issue. But she said, quietly, that 
she would rather stay ; she was only a little over- 
come by the exertion of speaking. She was in- 
wardly resolved to see Felix to the last moment 
before he left the Court. 

Though she could not follow the address of the 
counsel or the judge, she had a keen ear for what 
was brief and decisive. She heard the verdict, 

Guilty of manslaughter.’^ And every word uttered 

y 
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% tlie jti%6 in pronouncing sentence fell npon lier 
lifce an niiforgetable sound that would coma back ito 
dreaming and in Waking'. She Had Her eyei^ on 
F.elicsj and at tim words, Imprisonment for four 
years,”' she ■ saw His lip tremble. ' iBut' otHerwise He 

stood and calm. ' ' . 

L Dstlier gave a start from Her seat. Her heart 
swelled with a Horrible’ sensation of pain 5 but, 
Eilarmed lest she sHould lose Her self-command, she 
grasped Mrs Transome’s Hand, getting’ soiiae strength 
from that Human contact. ' ^ ' ' ’ ' ■ 

Esther saw that Felix Had turned. SHd Could no 

' u 

toager See Ms face. “ Yes,”'Bhe sai<i, drawtog' (3 «wb i 
4s^‘ vfeiii,-“-let us go.’” ' . ■] 

j,;;-, .. , - . , , r. ^ t j ^ ‘ r f’ •* i f-'’f [ i i' 

‘ ■ 1 ■ ' ' 1 , ; ' . i j '! ' ■ f ■ : ' ^ 

■Hi ■■ ^ in; |i ii'n »*' ’ ’ 

' jH , si n' s I I ; : ' ' . ' , ' ■ • ' 
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The devil tempts us. not—’tis we tempt him, 

- B^lidhihg his skill witit opportunity. * ' ' 



mote’ petoanent effect bf EsthoT’s action in'tW 
trial ■'was visible iii a meeting which toolf placfe ^he* 
next day' im the principal room of the Whith*’®^ 
at ILot^mfotdV * To fhe-’iiiagfeta^tes and’ otllet ' 
gentlemen ‘ who were drawn togeiiier about ’ nobhy 
some of the necessary tapuise might have beeh 
lacking bnt for that stirring of heart' in 
sj^irited men and good fath^s among tMemj' 
had been raised tO' a high pitch of enabtion 
fisAer^n : inaMeniy fervour.- ’ Among thke ohe of 
the> foremost 'was Sir Masdmus Debarry, who had 
cotiie to' the assizes with a mind, as nstial,'' slightly 
rebellions under an infiuenb© which he never' tilt^^ 
matei^ resisted^he infiuence of his ^^on. Philip 
Eebarry himself Was detained in London, 'hutdn M^’ 
correspondence with his^ father * he had Urged him, 
as *weh as Ms uimlc Augustus j to keep ' eyes ’ ^nd 
interest awake on the subject of Eeli:^ Holt” whomy' 
flbom al the* knowledge' of the case he had been able 
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to obtain, he was inclined to believe peculiarly un- 
fortunate rather than guilty. Philip had said he 
was the more anxious that his family should inter- 
vene benevolently in this affixir, if it were possible, 
because he understood that Mr Lyon took the young 
man's case particularly to heart, and he should al- 
ways regard himself as obliged to the old preacher. 
At this superfineness of consideration Sir Maximus 
had vented a few “pshaws .! " and, in relation to the 
whole affair, had ' gmmbled that Phil was always 
setting him to do he didn’t know what — always 
seeming to turn nothing into something by dint 
of words which hadn’t so much substance as a mote 
behind them. ISTevertheless he wast Cioerced ; and in 
reality he was willing do.! thing 'fair or^good- 
naiiured: which had a handile that his understanding 
, lay hpld' of. .. . His. . brother, the ; Eector, desired 
te, be, rigorously, just;; but he had come to Loamford 
with a, aevere opinion concerning Felix, thinking 
that; some &haip ' punishment might be a wholesome 
eh^ck. on the career of a young man disposed to rely 
too ro-uch on his own crude devices. 

; • Before .the trial commenced, Sir Maximus had 
i|^turally been one of those who /had observed 
J^j^Hier; with , lOuriosity, owing ' to the , report , of , her 
inh^ritanoo, and her probable marriage to ,hi» ' once 
W^loome „;bnt now exasperating, neighbour, Harold 
P^f.n^orno ;. :a?nd he had- made the emphatio eomment 
-7i^“A^eigirl I something tholraughbred in the look 
Otiher.. Too good for a Badioad.;;th#k ..alLI>have. 

Hut during the. trial Sir Maximus .was 
weight, dntof a state of sympathetio;; ardpiun, that 
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^eedefi; no fanning. : soon,, as .:lio oonM tabe.Kiiis 

brother bj tlie buttonhole,, ii.e said— ^ ^ -n! 

I tell you what, Gus ! 'we must esert; ours-elves 
to get a pardon for this, young: fellow. . Cdnfouritddt I 
what’s the use of mewing him np^for four y^s,2 
Example? Nonsense. Will there be a man knopfced 
down the less for it?* That, girl made: .me*,cryij 
Depend upon it, whether she’s . going to marry- Tran'-s 
sqme or not, she’s been fond of Holt — in her poyerty 
you know. She s a modesty brave,’ beautiful woman. 
Id lide a steeplechase, old as l am, tQ.>gr$;tify Eor 
feelings. . Hang it ! the follow's a good, fellow* if she, 
thinks so. . ,4-ud ,ho thre^y^ out a fine sneerj I thought, ; 
at the Hadical candidate. ; Hepeod -upon’ it, .lio’fe 
good fellow at bottom.” (. ,,, ,, 

The Hector had not exactly the same' kind’ of 
?^or^ was, he open to precisely that process’ 
proof which appeared, to, have convinced Sir^ 
Maxipius 5 j ;bnt he had been so far infiuenoed. as’ 
to be inclined to unite in an eifort on the side of 
mercy, observing, also, that he ''knew Phil would 
be on that side. And by the co-operation, of simikir 
movements in the minds of other men whose ' names 
were of weight, a meeting had been determined on 
to consult about getting up a- rpemorial to the.Pfome 
Secretary on bphalf of Felix .Holt. His case had 
never, had the- sort of significiince that could rouse 
Political partisanship 5 , and such, interest as, i . was' 
now, felt in him; was still* more nnmixed . withuthat 
inducement. The gentlemen who gathered! In the 
room at the White Hart were not, as thje-f lairgS 
imagination of the. 'Horth Loamshire Herald’ sug- 
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gestedy all sliacles of j^olitical opinion,” but — of 
as many shades m were ‘to be fdurd among tlie 
gentlemen of that couftty. 

Harold Transome had been' energeticaiiy active in 
bringing about this meeting. Ovef and above th^ 
stings of conscience and a determination to act up 
to the level of all recognised honoiirableness, he ha(i 
the powerful motive of desiring to do what Would 
satisfy Esthen His gradually heightened peitiCp- 
tion that she had a strong feeling towards Felijif 
Holt had not made him uneasy. Harold had a 
conviction that might have sCemed like fatuity 'if 
itj had not been that he saw the effect he produced 
on Esther by the; light bf his opinions abCht Woiheh 
in general. The conviction Wa^f Ihil llolt' 

Could riot .bo hi4* I’ivhf in t&iiy *fotfn i 

Esthers admiration for this eccentric yoting mart’ 
was, he tkoughtj 'at moral enthusiasm, a rdmahtib 
fervbur^i ; which Was one among those many attrab- 
ifliite novel in his own experience ; her disti’css' 
aibont/the trouMb of one Who had been' a familiaf 
ol^^ot^in her . former k^me. Was no more than natur- 
ally ^followed from a tender wornaks compassion. 
Thej ^^cei young Holt had- held in her regard Iladf 
neceSteily changed its relations Uow' that her lot 

^ 4 ' 


wa® 90 &! 5 VKlWy <ihaaigedi It' is andefliablfei' Uiaf' 
wtefcu Moet' ootiidtiGeid' ■ .tfcei qiiietiM^r tiatiiw of 
Hapoldfe iMttOWoi' bW bJs'-"Miia^ 

gmittdjfif wfbfeiiniOre-'otF' less • detailed' ^reftscSlfS* tilait* 
IWxiEfafe-<#as ,a' ''^tolm&fefer^^ that' Us 'hcadh -akf 
(h^Jwete of: a' oertaia cfaality.HMttiKis -per^bn'aai* 

short (fbr : ilarold, ■lihe 'the' reSt' 




of las*, had mamj impmaiots. ^ wa»%ii 
tro-uble of distinct ideas), ■ Fe-fe . 
sort of man a woman would 
Jove with when she was wooed by. Harold* 

Thus, he was sufficiently at rest on thisr-^|)^l 
not to be exercising* any painful self- conquest 
acting as the zealous advocate of Felix Holt’s vconii^ 
with all persons worth infinenoing; but’ it wU^hy 
no direct intercourse between him and Sir Maximus 


tlrat they found themselves in co-operation, for the 
old baronet would not recognise Harold by more 
than the faintest bow, and Hatold was not^ a man 


to expose himself to a rebuff. Whatever he in his 
inmost soul regarded as nothing naore than a riarrow 
prejudice, he could del}?*, not with airs of imporlanoe, 
but with easy indifference. He could bear '* nmst 
things: good-humouredly where he felt that; he had 
thCi superiority. , The object of the meeting r-was 
discussed, and the memorial agreed upon withoint 
my clashing. Mr Lingon was , gone home^ hut ^ it 
was expected that his concurrence -and' signature 
would be given, as well as those of other gentlem@i| 
who were absent The business gradually reached 
that stage at which the concentration of interest 


oeaees—— when the attention of. all ■.but a *fe?wi who 
are more praotioally ooncwned drops off and dis- 
perses itself in private chat, and there is no longer 
any particular reason why everybody .stays -exeepi 
that everybody is there. The room was; ‘ratiier a 
long one, and invited to a little movemmt ; .on© 
gentleman diw another aside to speai in an underr 
tone about Scotch bullocks ; another had something 
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to say about the North Loamsliire Hunt to a friend 
who was the reverse of good-looking, but who, 
nevertheless, while listening, showed his strength 
of mind by giving a severe attention also to his 
full-length reflection in the handsome tall mirror 
that filled the space between two windows. And 
in this way the groups were continually shifting. 

But in the meantime there were moving towards 
this room at the White Hart the footsteps of a 
person whose presence had not been invited, and 
who, very far from being drawn thither by the 
belief that he*' would he welcome, knew well that 
his i^entranee w6uM, to one person at least, be 
bitterly disagreeable. They were the footsteps of 
Mr - Jermyn,^ whose’ appearaflce that ^ mdrning- ' was 
not ; > less* cbmely and less '’ carefully tended ' thaii 
usual^o but! who was* suffering the torment of a 
compressed rage, which, if not impotent to inflict 
pair! on another/ was impotent to avert evil from 
himsdlf. ' ! ’ ! After his interview with Mrs ’ Tratisome 
there' had been for some reasons a delay’ of positive 
procedures against him' by Harold, of which delay 
iJetmyn had twice availed himself; first, to seek am 
interview with' Harold^ and then to send him a letter. 
The interview had been refused ; and the letter had 
been ^eturfled; • with the statement that no communi- 
cation* could take ‘place except through Harold^s 
lawyers.- V ' And' yesterday Johnson had ^ brought 
Jemyu 'the information that he Would quickly hear 
ofithe proceedings in GhanOery beiUg Resumed : the 
watch Johnsoh kept' in town had giveii' him seOUr© 
l^wledge On* this head* -A doomed animaiv with 
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^yery issue earthed up except i that whesre its? memy 
Stands, must, if it has teeth and iieroene^Sjs, try : -its 
one chance without delay. And a mto may readh 
a point in his life in which Ais impulses are notf dish 
tinguished from those of : a hunted brute by any 
capability of scruples. . Our selfishness is so robust 
and many-clutching, that, well encouraged^ , it easily 
devours all sustenance away from our poor little 
scruples. , ; 

Since Harold would not give Jermyn access to 
him, that vigorous attorney was resolved to take: ih 
He knew alt ahouti the i meeting at the White Hait, 
andfhe yi^as going thither with the determinations of 
accosting, Harold. , He thought he knew what he 
should say, and the tone in which he should 
It would be a vague intimation, carrying the, effect 
of a threat, which should compel Harold to give him, 
a private interview. , To any counter-considerailioia: 
that presented , itself in .his mind-^to ,an3rthing that 
an imagined voice might say — the imagined answer 
arose, “That’s all very, finey but Tm not. going-to 
;ruined ,if I can help it— -least of all, ruined! in 
that way*’^ Shall we ; call it degeneration or gradual 
development — ^this effect of thirty additional winters 
on the soft-glancing, versifying young Jermjoi? 

When Jermyn entered the .room at the White 
Hart he did not immediately see Harold The 
door was at the extremity of the room, and the 
view was obstructed by groups of gentlemen . with 
figures broadened by overcoats. His entmn^e ex- 
cited no peculiar observation : several persons* had 
come in late. Only one or two, who . knew! Jemyn 
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welly were n?ot too mtich preoocupiect to hav^ a 
glancing remembnince of what liad been chatted. 
aJbout freely the day before — Harold’s irritated reply 
about his agent, from the witness-box. Eeceiting 
and giving a slight nod here and there, Jermyn 
pushed his way, looking round keenly, until ho 
saw Harold (Standing ' near the other end of the 
room. The solicitor who had acted for Felix was 


just then speaking to him, but having jaut a paper 
into his hand tutned away; and Harold, standing 
isolated, though at no great distance from others] 
bent his eyes on the paper. He looked brilliaui 
that morning ; his blood was flowing prosperduSly^ 
He had cotne in* after a ride, and was additionally 
brightened by - rapM' talk and the exoitemdnt of 
seeking to impress himself iavotirably, or at least 
powerfuHj, . on the minds of neighbours nearer m 
]»»©; remote. He liad just that amount of flush 
wMeb;(iEidicat6s that life is more enjoyable , tkaki 
nsriaiy and as he Stood with , his left hand caress- 


ing his whisker, and* his^ right Holding the paper 
and his riding- whip^ Ms dark eyes running rapid^ 
aksrig ihe ^ writl^ * Hues; and his lipe * reposing ik a 
€?ttrv6' of goodi-humour which had more happiness 
in it’ tha^ a ‘ smiie^ .aft ■ beholders might have ' seen 

a .a '’'base;' it ,i: . ! ■. 

qujdliy^ and * quietly dlose* up 

b^feroi Hburdid looked round Jerrityn^ voice was ' 

Mg, •close (to* has^ bar, riot' a wMsp^j •' kwfe* M 
%•-«««« ' 

i 





1 must- speak tdybu in 




-■ I jajrred tIiroti?gl3r’Har<3i^fv^'%sf^^|i.| 

4^11? thi^f m&^fferable; becaugfB =:0f: ftjbLe 
fixMi th©‘ satisfied, almost elated,-, atat^i 
had seized him. He started and looked 
Jermyn'S eyes. For an instant, which seemed, 
there was no sound between them, but only an^y 
hatred gathering in the two faces. Harold felt; hiniT 


-Self going to crush this insolence : Jer^y»’ felt? that 
!be bad words within him that were &ngs to clutch 
this obstinate strength, and wring forth thp blood 
and compel submistsion. And.- Jermyn’s imppllse was 
the more urgent. He said, in a tone that iWi$e .rather 
lower^ but yet harder and more biting-r- . .. 

You will repent else — for your mother’s sake.” . 

At that sound, quick as a. leaping flame,, Harold 
had struck Jermyn: across the face with his whip. 
The brim of the hat had been a defence. Jermyn, 
a powerful man, had instantly thrust out his hand 
and clutched Harold hard by the clothes just below 
the throat, pushing him slightly so as to make him 
stagger. 

By this time everybody’s attention had been called 
to this end of the room, but both Jermvn and Harold 
were beyond being arrested by any consciousness of 
spectators. 

Let me go, you scoundrel ! ” said Harold, fiercely, 
or I’ll be the death of you.” 

^^Do,” said Jermyn, in a grating voice; ^^7 am 
your father J'' 

In the thrust by which Harold had been made to 
stagger backward a little, the two men had got very 
near the long mirror. They were both white ; both 
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Laid ImtreflHn ifece^ -, the hands of 

both wore upraised. ' As’ Harold heard the last ten 
tiblo words he started at a leaping throb that went 
through him, and in the start turned his eyes away 
froin- dermyn’s face. ' He turned them on the same 
fabO-iti the glass with his own beside it, and saw 
the -hated fatherhood reasserted. 

’ The young strong man reeled with a sick faints 
liesS; * But in the same' moment Jermyn relesased 
his hold, and Harold felt himself supported by the 
arm. It Was Sir Maximus Debarry who had taken 
hold of him. 

Leave the room, sir! ’’the Baronet said to Jer- 
myn,' in -a voice of imperious scorn. “This is a 
iheeting 'of gentiemen.” - 

“Come, Harold,” he said, in the old friendly voice, 
'^^conie away with me:’’ 

swir ' ^ ’ !l ■' ' : ' ' ; 

I* J** t i-i'jiJ.' .i ' 
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’Tis law as steadfast as the throne of Zens— . 

Our days are heritors of days gone by. 

iffiscflYLUS : AgaUsimion. 

‘ r ‘ • ' ;o< i . ■ .4, . •;') ■ . 

LITTLE aftei* five o’clock tkat day, Harold arrived 
at Transome Court. As he was winding along the 
hroad road of the park, some parting gleands of the 
March snn pierced the trees here and thete, and 
threw on the grass a long shadow of himself and 
?the groom riding, and illuminated a window or^two 
of the home he was approaching. But the bitter- 
ness in his mind made these sunny gleams ahnost 
as odious as an artificial smile. He wished ? he ^had 
never come back to this pale English sunshine.' ! I 
f In the course of his eighteen miles’ fiiriv^, hd^had 
made' up his * mind* what^ he would dol ^ ■ ’ >He tonder- 
' stood now, as- he had never . uhderstood before, the 
neglected solitariness of his mother’s lifey' the • allu- 
sion satid innuendoes which had come but during 
the election. ; But with a proud insurrection agaibst 
the hardship of an ignominy which was not nf his 
own making, he inwardly said, that if thepcircuni- 
stances of his birth were such as to warrant! toy 
man in regarding his character of, gentleman with 
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ready snspicion, that character should be the more 
strongly asserted in his condnot. INTo one should 
he able to allege with any show of proof that he 
had inherited meanness. 

As he stepped from the carriage and entered the 
hall, there were the voice and the trotting feet of 
httle Harry as usual, and the rush to clasp his 
father’s leg and make his jo^fiif j^tippy-like noises. 
Harold just touched the boy’s head, and then said 


to Dominic in 4 weary voice — ^ / ’ ' ’ 

“ Take the child away. Ask where my mother is.” 
Mrs Transome, Dominic said, was up-stairs. He 
kad seen hers go up after- coming in from her walk 
with, Mm Lyon,, and she had notrooEmis down again 
’ . fBbroldp throwing' pff his h^tKe^nd ' greatcoat, wenifc 
isisraight ito diis rnother’s dressing-room^ iiThereiWlas 
’still . a* hope in his mind. He might be sufiering 
■OTUjdy &bm a lib. is mnohi>miseiy' -created 

-ini the* i world' 'by .mere mistake, or slander, amd he 
have ihoen . stunned fey -a lie'.* suggested by 
Imch ’ islander..' ' = Hb rajiped 4t his mother’s [ door. j ; 
HerWoiceTsaiddrpiMediatply^i ^^/DomednJ'i m/.h! 

I resting dn ihe^^^^^ as 

offcetfe did »belwBon am i aftemote twalk . tnd ? dinner. 
IfcAen nrf^her wrapped 

soft < Aesshig-gown,. ■ r iShb ^ .was i neither 
less ■ > emp t}?!. of ; joy than .ubmL ' j But when 
dfeadftl' certainty? took possession 
her.' r.fesmssjassif %ijl€ffigT^p®j©tM ^i|©ilir,:;with; a 






fij!) 


in®a»cMls' feise-fidldi ien wliai" 46 fear', the- Graeme 

5' Ae hkd neT'S®'^ before .aemidt 
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express • a man’s deep agitation. Since the time 
of its pontiiig childhood and careless youth she 
had seen only the confident strength and good- 
humoured imperiousness of maturity. The last five 
hours had made a change as great as illness makes. 
Harold looked as if he had been wrestling, and had 
had some tenible blow. His eyes had that sunken 
look which, because it is unnsiial, seems to intensify 
expression. , 

He looked at his mother as he entered, and her 
eyes followed him as he moved, till lia, came and 
stood in fi;pnt, of he;:,, ,s,he looking up af him, with 
white lips. i i - ! 

“Mother,” he said, speaking with a distinct slow- 
ne’sS, in strange contrast with his habitual manneiV 
tell me the truth, that I may know how to aiok’’ • i 1 

He paused a rnemenl, and then saidj “Whooia 
my fathet ?” . : » 

' She was mute t her lips only trembled. HaroM 
stbbd silent' for a few moments, as if waitings Thefi 
he spoke again. ' :Jr,i • t 

has said^said it before others-^that Ae»;ls 
iny father” " >■ ■■ i : .:i 'v 

' ' ^ He looked still at his mothexv She ; seemed as Af 
wefedstwkmg her with' a sndden wand as if 
htsr^ttemfeting lace were getting haggard before hinti 
Sl#‘#as mute.' ' But her eyes had not fallen 5 they 
looked up' in hel|>leiss misery at her som ; 

' son turned away his eyes from her, -and left 
hm that moment Harold felt hard: he ©ouH 
fehownopity. A.lt the piide of his nature rebelled 
agaiuet his sonship. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 


Nay, falter not— 'tis an assured good 
To seek the noblest — ’tis your only good 
Now yon have seen it ; for that higluir vision 
Poisons all meaner choica for evermore, 


That day Estlier dined with old Mr Trarisome only. 
Harold sent word that he was engaged and ' had 
already dined, and Mrs Transome that,, she was 
feeling ill. Esther was much disappointed that 
any tidings Harold itiight have brought relating to 
Eehx werei idefecifed , in, this way and,, her anxiety 
making her fearful, she was haunted hy the thought 
that if there had been anything cheering to tell, he 
would have found time to tell it without delay. Old 
Mr,. Transome.,; went .as.usual to! his -sofa in.tlie 
library, to; sleep after dinner, and Esther had to seat 
herself in .the,, small drawing-room, in a well-lit soli- 
tpuie that 'wias unusually - dispiriting to . hen Eretty 
as tMs room .was,-, -she did not .%! it -.Mrs Tram 

sbiheis TullHlength ...portrait, - being, .the; pnly, picture 
ihere, ufcgrf. .itself too, strongly on, hgB* attention? 
fcei,. youthful.-,. brilliancy!., it reptetent^i. .saddened 
Esther by its inevitable associatioil-.with.! 
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daily saw had come instead of it — -a joyless, embit- 
tered age. The sense that Mrs Transoioae was un- 
happy, affected EsUier more and more deeply as 
the growing familiarity which relaxed the everts of 
the hostess revealed more and more the threadbare 
tissue of this majestic lady’s life. Even the flowers 
and the pure sunshine and the sweet waters of 
Paradise would have been spoiled for a : young 
heart, if the bowered walks had been haunted by 
an Eve gone grey with bitter memories of an Adam 
who had complained, The woman . . . she gq^ve 
me of the tree, and I did eat.” And many of us 
know hosw^ even in our 1 childhood, some blank dis- 
contented face on the background of our home has 
marred our sutomer mornings. Why waa it, when 
the birds were singing, when the fields were, a gar- 
deli, ^and when we were clasping another little hand 
just ila%er than , our own, there was somebody who 
found it hard to smile ?■ Esther had got far beyond 
that childhood' to a time and circumstances when 
this daily presence of elderly dissatisfaction amidst 
such outward things as she had always thought 
must greatly help to satisfy^ awaked, not merely 
vague questioning emotion, but strong determining 
thought. And now, in these hours since her return 
from Loamford, her mind was in that state of highly- 
wrought ^ activity, that large discourse, in which we 
seem to stand aloof fr'om our own life— weighing 
impaortially our * own-, temptation^ and the weak ’de- 
sires f ’thafl most!" habitually solicit us.: thia3k I 

am I getting that power Felice wished me :to;hav;e;:, J 
^<ail soon see; strong visions,” she., said to herself, 
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with' a TOlar^holy smiie flitting acresi^ her face*, as 
she o^t the wax lights that slie might get rid 
ef the oppressiye urgency of walls and lipholstery 
and that portrait smiling with deluded brightness^ 
unwitting of the future. • • ■ ^ 

Just then Dominic came to say that Mr HaroW 
sent his compliments, and begg’cd' that she would 
grant him an interview in his study. He dislifced 
the small drawing-room : if she would oblige him 
by 'going to the study at once, he would join ’her 


Tery soon. Esther went, in some wonder and 
anxiety. What she most feared or hoped in these 
moments related to Felix Holt, and it did not oooid* 
to 'her that Harold could have anything special -to 
^ay to her that evening on other isubjectsi , 

Certainly the study wasi pleasanter than Ae Small 
drawing^rOomj ’ A quiet light shone on nothing but 
greenness and dark wobd^ and Dominic had placed 
a delightful chair for her opposite to -hisi master 
which w^as still empty. All the little objects 
luxury arcuhd indicated HsiroM’s habitual -oeotw- 
ptecy V aUd Afs Ekhbr sat opposite ' alh’thcs© things 
aiohg' ■ with the 5 empty chair which - sugge-sted the 
c<fMi^*pfbsen*(^y %he* expectation of* his^ beseeching 
hCMagC 'brought' with it an impattehoe and tepngt 
nihce KvMch^lie had never felt foefoio;'' 

^ were ’Strongly upon her, tho^dooriippeMi 
it)M''hppeis^d;i’ ' 'iuf'l ; Mvy>r' 

' ^ had ’recovered ^ his selfipossession^ sinbe Ms . in^- 
terViC-i^ vWth Ms motheo: h©: had’ dressed: and vms 
perfectly 'Calm. ■ So had beoni 'Oieoapiedi with resolute 
^hdughtsJj;* deterrniMng to do wbatihe fe»ew*thatfb^T 
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fetot 'lwdonr, d'eTnanded, let it cost 'him* what itfi'wtould. 
It is true he had a taoit hope behiB»d,hthatlit'3»ighifc 
■not cost him what he pmed most highljd iliis /true 
he had: a glimpse even of reward; hut^ it 
less true that die would 'have acted tas he.. did with- 
out that hope or glimpse. It was the most. serious 
moment iri Harold iTransome’s life : for the hmti time 


the iron’lxad entered into his soul, and he felt the 
haid pressure, of our common lot, the yoke of that 
mighty resistless destiny laid upon us by the acts of 
othet men as wall as our o-wn. > ..1 ' j -Mfr..'--'* 


( ' When Esther looked.* him’ aha Irelentedf ) and felt 
ashamed * of her . gratuitous f ■ impastiehoo^j ;< « She isaw 
that his mind was in . some/fway hurdaned. i ^ But 


lit. to 


theii! immadiaitety’ sprang the ^ dread that* J 
ssay- sdniethm^ .Jl;op(lless about Eeliie^ -d it - r?i 1 
**:;irhejFi rH^hear-ioofeingrat 

hipi wiilhiiSsn^u^^^ releaaed '.har-haii^ 

feii ft'didinbt oodniriito her .to fit:. down, ^#ad thaj 
both continued standing oti! the 'heartji^^ i , - - ; = f 
Don’t let me alarm you,” said IJa^P'J<h'.j;,s^feg 
that her fa^ftj^thered (isolemnity : frohi-: hia;d 1 
suppose; t/can^ ih© marks of a past, 
relates entirely to -troubles of inybwR— ^of 
femily. No, on© beyond is involved in .them. :r#o 
; Esther, wondered , etill: nmre>‘ .and. felt « stiE:'nibTe 
relenting. . . , ■ rJ I, M ; ; . 

;;^f But,”' said' iHaroid, after: a;, slight, paus^. 
a: voice that wa^ weighted with new 
involves ia difference; in- my p^ withi.|Bega4djtQ 

that I iwihhed to 


7; 


.i.i,.;* , 

ifi 


if 


you 


* ^ • 


las 


to; .yuu lat fOiice.: ^ ? When : ^ man isern^ 


ij; .J 
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be done, he had better do it forthwith.; -He cah^t 
answer for himself to-morrow.” 

While Esther continued to look at him, with eyes 
widened by anxious expectation, Harold - turned a 
little, leaned on the mantelpiece, and ceased to look 
at her as he spoke. ' ■ . • . • . ’ ‘ . - ' • ^ 

^^My feelings drag me another way. I need- ■ not 
tell you that your regard has become very ; important 
to me--4hat if our mutual position had been different 
’■^that, iff short, you must have seen — if it had not 
seemed to be a matter of worldly interest^ I <shouM 
have told you plainly already that I loved you, and 
that my happiness could foe complete only if : you 
w6uld consent to many me.” ^ • '■? . • ^ • 

' ' Esther felt: ■ her heart ; foeginniiig4o ifoekfe j painfeiUy. 
Harold^ s voice and words-' -moved • her so foiuch th^ 
her-iowh^ dask difficult than she had 

fo@ffiile ‘*inia^nedl‘’ f Iti%eemed as if; >the silence, 
brekeix foy anything but the clicking of the fire, had 
been long, before' Harold turned rouidLv4oward8 her 
again and said — ^ -L: Ld a - 


i * ^ Bui?to-4ay^ I have heard something* that affects 
my .owhi^lJosition. I cannot tell you what it is. 
There-' is no need. It is not any culpability of my 
own. But I have not just the same unsullied na«ai^ 
and' fame in the eyes of the world around' uk, ^ I 
believed that I had when I allowed myself to t enter- 


tain tha# ' "Wish about you. You : -ar^ very by^iing, 
entering' off a feesh life with bright- prospects — you 


are worthy of evwything that is- 1^ T may be 

#io yam in thinking dt 'Was at all necessaty'; but I 
precaution against myself. • I-shut myself 
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, out '"fr.cM tile! oliauicd - of’ tr jmgy ^ iafter to 

iuduoe ;yoti 'fe* accept va^ miy 

regard as specked and! s-^ined 'by anjiobla(|tiy, bosw:- 
ever slight.’” 

Esther was keenly touched; > With^ a paradosacai 
longing, such as often happens to us, she wished at 
that moment that she could have loved this mdti 
with her whole heart. The tears came into h^ir 
eyes ; she did not speak, but, with an angehs ten- 
derness in her faccj she laid her hand on his sleeve. 
Harold .commanded himself -strongfyy and. skidf^ jii./ 
What is , to 1 be done now- is, ! -that* ^^ouid 
proceed: ? jat f ‘Onee to , the ^ neeessaiyi IfegaL. measures 
for putting you in possession of - yout.t .own, and 
arranging mutual claims. lA^fter that .1 shall u 
ably deave Englami” i 


j ’ ( : li 




■1 , i 'J*. 


c was : oppressed - by an ; overpowering diffi- 
culty. Her ^Syolnpathy with , Harold at this i mondehl 
Was: so Strong, that • itrspeadidfeelf dike a •ffiist: ov4r 
all. previous thought and resolve.; 'Tt waeimpOsf 
now to wbund him afresh* • With -'her? tand^t 
resting on his arm, she said, timidly — i "'Vi,' 

^‘ Shoidd you ib0.urged--ob%ed to go-^in any 
case?’j, ii-'':-'- '.d ! - I "' 1 YJ-yf 

' ^ u 

d^^Ot iu every casb, perhaps,”. Sarold sMd,. -with 
au;@vidont|moteni.ent of thb blood- towardsdiisiface^ 
least not for long, not for > always;^-' if^uw 
; Esther , was oonscions ? of the gleam" in his .-eyesl 
With j , terror at herself,' ehe /said, : in difficult 
“IcanT speak. I can’t say anything . to-nighk ■' !A. 
great decision has. to be madeci .I-must,‘iwyi--^tlil 
to-morrow.” : rJ ? 



mo 


ms^iK ■ eaBFj 


Sbe* was moring her, hand firem his ■ araa^! i when 
Harold took it reyerentiaHj' and -raised it to* ^his 
Hps, She toned towards her. hhair^ and as he 
released her hand she sank down on the* seat with 
a sense that she needid- that* support, r She did not 
want to go away icom Harold yet. All the 'while 
there wm soine thing she needed to knowy and yet 
she i^idd not bring herself to ask ’it; - She ihnst 
tesigii I^i^lf -to 'depend entirely on his reeolleotion 
nf'aiDiytinng'heyond Ms own; immediate trial.- ’She 
sat helpless under contending symp^hies/^' while 
HaroW stood at . some distance from * her, ifeeiing 
bara^ed by wearine^’ and unoertainfcy- now 
he » had ftiifilled ; hie - res@|ve^ and '^em ^ i longer 
'the exchsemei^so^ .= 

&theris last words had forKddeh his revivar bf 

f^s^-^sneisessarsly supreme with him. 
isat -ifeeity and his mindj’busy as to 

■ '« of ker feeling, ' gfeB<ied. over -all- siie 
md s4id iaNtfceJ 

was tfaie' ret]»s|!i^ 




^ ■ > 1 - 





liis# 


’foe -^d - to ‘hear 'that w«s shall ge't a 
TiMy ^werfhlly signed memorial to the Home Sec- 
i yorthg Holt. I think yonr speaking for 

* great deal. Yon made ' all the'inm 
what yon wished.” . ‘ ;i .,,.,1 

★as what Esther had been' yearning Hear 

a^, as well from - reisp4et l6:#''Hafl:M'6 
M hffi own- spiToW/as 

.as.# ^ ^ •>aeied.t -Hie 'interise 

heanng what she longpd to heaa^" agfedted 






ber wkole frame : her colour^ 'Her expr-essioH’, bhaiiged 
as if she had been suddenly freed frhid’soihe torMik 
ing Gonstraint But we interpret! 
as we interpret otheiirjeigns-*— oft eh -quite errbnecvtisfy/ 
unless we. have: the right key to what the^^ isig] 
Harold did not gather; that this was A?fhat ; 
had waited foty or . thai ithe change in her h 
more than; h©' had etpeoted liter to feel at-^ihte 
allusion to an unusual act which she had doSe 
under a strong impulse. 

Besides the introduction of a ne^w ^bje^t 
very mornmtQm .mo^^ hhve passfed;f ahS.^^r^“> still 
dwo'lhhgf, oh}ith© m isinesces^rllyi^ gfdAorf 
cussiohy shaking -us intola new- adjistiuent' bf our- 
Stelves.; ^ '• IT; / i V • .i 

It seemed natural that soon afterward 



! tr 


Hanuifsaid^r^d-Sr 

i Went ‘ ha^ ■ ' * on » the* ’ satu^ * 

'^ith his : studyj^ tMnkihg;i loi tiie' ' 'vrith ■ 

uncertainty that dippsedi en / the s igide of bopei 
sweet woman^ for whom,,, he felt! dhpasssio^vne^We^ 
than any he had- expected to foelf mighi; possibly 
make some hard things : more bearable-— if ’ slro ’ 
him. If nei>-T-well, he had aoted so'dhat iib c^uld 
defy any one to ' say he : Was not- a genii^anv ^ 
i rBsftber went up^stalrs to henlbedroo^i 
thart fehb sl;^)pid ! not skepi thdt .Shel^t her 

light , on a high istand,' ahd! di(h not itouehi her dress.* 
What* she desired to sdo With mnd&turbod 'clea^iS# 
were- 1 things not present the- (rest she need^^^Way 
the rest . oi a dhal choioei. ; it was difficuM. 
sido -there wa^srenunciatfon^u h.so Jviasw] iu,b 
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She drew rip her blinds,, i liking to see the grey 
sky, where tliere were some veiled glimmerings of 
moonlight, and the lines, of the ’for - ever ninning 
river, and the bending movement of the black trees. 
She wanted the largeness of the. world to help her 
thought... This young creaturb,- who trod lightly 
backward and fo^'ward, and leaned against th4 
window -frame, and shook back her brown curls 
as she ilooked at something not visible, had lived 
hardly more than six months since she saw Felix 
Holt for the first time. Bnt life is measured by 
the rapidity of change, the succession of influences 
that modify the being ; and Esther had undergone 
something little short; of an inwaidi revolutio»n. 
The revolutionary struggle, howevei:, was not;. quite 
at.anend.l 1.".;,;’ S-^O; 'i, 

There was something which she now felt pro- 
foundly .to, be; the ibest thing that life could give her. 
B^txrxifci%,pa»s ito, ibe liad at ..allTf-riti wa^^ not to; be had 
wi'^’out. 5 (|)aying - . ; ^healf yf .lit,! ; sudbi .we 

must, j pay for all that is greatly gobdj^-. 
love^ a motive that gives a sublime rhytlim to a 
woman’s life, and exalts habit into partnership with 
the, soul’s highest needs, is not to be had where and 
how she. wills : to know that high initiation, she 
often tread where it is hard to tread, aiid &el 
tht chift Ai3rj and watch through darlcnessJ >. It is not 
t|uO) .that ’ lb vj©. . make^ » dllii Aings ; .©asy::hit > us 

choose .whlptid s . difficult.; i t ^Esther’s ; JireviotES' ^ Kfe< ^ fed 
brought iher .into close a^uaiutalii^ with many 
:^esgations, .andjlwithvimahy positive ills too, not of 
the acutely painful, but of the distasteful sort ; Wfet 
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if she ehose^ ’the- hsirdsliip, and haAji|().^,b^ar iiaildijd, 
with 'no 'Strength to I4ati hpon-^no >htheir>i>etter seif 
to i make a place 'for- tftist and joy?' • H^r^past ex- 
perience saved ^her^ from^illnsions. She ^knew-^ the 
dim life of the back street, the contact with' feidrdid 
vnlgarity, the lack of refinement for the ' sen&e^ ihh 
summons to a daily task ; and the gain that 
to make that life of privation something on which 
ehe dreaded to turn her back, as if it were heaven-^ 
the presence and the love of Felix Holt — was only 
a quivering hope, not a certainty.- It was inoh^ih 
her woman’s nature that the hoipe* should not'hpife'^ 
withffi'he:r5 and makb* a^ ' strong • iihpulse; • ■ Shb knew 
that he' loved her: had’ he not said how ^a- woman 
might help a man if 'she> were worthy ? anddf shb 
proved herself worthy? But StiE* there’- was -'the 
dtead thar^after'4!l -she'lUilgfet'^find hersfelf^ dn the 
UtOny road ulone- and MUt %hd be ' weary.’ 

with the fulfilnient^of^her^hopep she 'knew that '’She 

pledged herself to meet high demands. io 

And On the other side there was^^a lot^wliere 
everything -seemed' easy— but for^ the fatal 'ahseneb 
: of those feelings which, * now- she ' had • onbe known 
them, it seemed nothing less - than - % 

'degradation to do withdiit; ^ i ■ With a • terribfe • ptd- 
‘solehc© which; a multitude -of impressions- during? 
stay at Ikansome iGburt had cbniributed ^ to ‘ 'form, 
she saw herself in a silken bondage ^that' arrested 
alt Imotive, and; ; was nothing’ better * than - a- ' We51- 
cushioned despair. To ' be restless. amMstf ease, to 
be languid amopg all appliances for please, was 
a possibility that seemed to? ^h^uHtitfe rooms- of this 
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with her -and er the oaks aM 
\^is. of the pa^rk* . And Harald TransoBia’s love, no 
h>Bg6r a hovering fanej with which she plajed, bnt 
'beconiG a serious fe,ch seemed to threaten her with 
?a stifling oppression. The bondage of a man may 
he dehghtful until he. asks straight for love, ^ by 
which a woman ' renders homage. Since al>e and 
had kissed each other in the prison^ :she felt 
as if she had voiwed herself away, as^ if memory 
lay on her hps like a seal of possession., Yet what 
had happened that very eyenmg ' had strengthened 
her liking for Harold, and her oare for re- 

garded him ; it had ' !inereased,s hsr : ropnghanee ' to 
itnrnirg him ■ opt ,;of * 
bo his^er to 


•gipund/ of*fa#t arbitrarjt had - eifen made 

•h^ dr^il^iajS ar?bommg pain, the task nf saying 

was not a promise of tlie 
.under -ithis , newly-dfesclosed; itroiible 

■": 'I-'-jf ?i';,.;5 4l It i''-' 

•wm already '>near 

it^.sneceedintg and referiming in her'Opa&drilike 
throng f whfch she, was living, Bstheh t hwfl 
la iieie intense! wakefulness than any she had known 
hyrday^: i Ail had? been stillness hitherto, except the 
wind, e^^idei :But her. . ears now? eaught a 
withxn-^slight, hnt sudddn^ She moved near 

the i eep * of !s om ethitng; ^ the 
o^tside,^:* It cpi^mlo8er,’.and; paused. Theaa 
dt b^^n agam, and seeriedi to .siweep away from 
. t Then fit aj^road^pd,? and paused; as/it had 
jdoiiebefore. Sstirerl&tened, wondering. .tThto saime 


fltn^hing 1 tOv/him | 
of his. 


( j 

■ i 1 J > 
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tliiiig happeii6d again and again, till she could 
it no longer. She opened her door, and in the dim 
light of the corridor, where the glass ahove seemed ■ 
to make a glimmering sky, she saw Mrs Tran- 

some s tall figure pacing slowly, with her cheek upon 
her hand. 
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CHAPTER L. 


The great (luestion in life is the snifering we cause ; and the utmost in- 
geii\uty of metaphysics cannot justify the man who has j)itTced the heart 
that loved him.— Benjamin Constant. 

When Deiiner had gone up to her mistress’s room 
to dress her for dinner, she had found her seated 
just as Harold had found her, only with eyelids 
drooping and trembling over slowly -rolling tears 
— nay, with a face in which every sensitive feature, 
every muscle, seemed to be quivering with a silent 

endurance of some agony. 

Denner went and stood by the chair a minute 
without speaking, only laying her hand gently pu 
Mrs Transome’s. At last she said, beseechingly^. 
“ Pray, speak, madam. What has happened ? '' 

The worst, Denner — the worst.” 

“ You are ill. Let me undress you, and put you 

to bed.” 

“ Ho, I am not ill. I am not going to die ! I 
shall live — I shall live ! ” 

“ What may I do ? ” 

“Go and say I shall not dine. Then you may 
qpine back, if you will.” 



Tm. i 5llADI<?AI^. 


mi 


; Tlie patient. and ^$at bj? 

her, .mistress in ^ilenpfi? ;, siMi*Sr j’Jpranspmer 

^nnjd mot Ipt; dr;©ps b® * tonphed^ and . wa^d. aw^^f 

all proffers with a slight njtovpment , of her ...hand.; 
Denner dared not even light a candle .withont heipg.^ 
told. At lastj when the evening was far gone,; Mr^, 
Transome said — .: ■ ; , , 

Go down, Denner, and find ont where Harold 
is,, and come back and tell me.” 

Shall I ask him to come to yon, madam ?” . 

No 5 don’t dare to do it, if you love nio* -..goinej 
back.,. 4,.^}| iUuJi.''/ ,1^ ' 

Denner brought ;Word -tb^f^Mr ; 5 arp}di,w^S 4 ^ 
study, and,.that .Miss Lyon was with, him.,. ■{ i^of^hadi- 
not dined, bn^ had sent later , to ask Miss iJ^jon , tP? 
go, ipto his.-^tudy. 

V. 'S'J^aynlt I.c^e again?”-, ■, 

> e 

diNo,:i ; It .may be that my^ son ;Will CQrp^ tp, ine.lb | , 

^ ‘ Mayn’t I sjeep on the littlp bed in . ,y pur bpdt' 
room?”< , ,, . . jv;-, 

No,, igppd Depner j I am not ill. , You can’t. .help 

“ That’s the hardest word of all, madam.”.,,-. , 

“ The timp, will oomL®'~"b^b- not ,nQW*»,.. Kms,,inpf5 
Ijpw.go.’/, , ^ •, ^ 

I.TIhe sm^lht^int. p obeyed, as,, she haf}-. 

always dope. She, , shrank! from - seeming tn . Glaii|i 
an .e(|na'l’s i share im hep niis,tress!s sorrow. 

Dor . twp: hours Mrs Transom®’^’ Wmd,,hi;m 
what .was ; b hope— “hardly more , than thp hshi 

ening for a bare possibility. She began. to Lp^pate, 


u 


me.’’ 
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^otiiid^^that lier to ’Ji^kr-^be^^an 

to iiMgine a footfall, and^ W liahtl ulion the 'dooi^i' 
Tb<^n, checked by continnal disQipj^^ointiiient, sfe 'fried 
to rouse a truer consciousness by 'rising from her 
seat and walking to her window, ’where she -saw* 
streaks of light moving and disappearing on the 
grass, and heard the sound of bolts and closing 
doors. She hurried away and threw herself intrr her 
seat again, and buried lief head in* -the deafening' 
down of the cushions. There was no Sound of ' bom- 
fort' f6r her. - i . . < / " 

Then her heart cried out within her against the 
cruelty of this son. When he turned frorh' hbf ‘in 
the 'first moment, he had not had^tinfe' lcfeel any- 
thing but the blow that iiad 

afterwards — was it possible that -H4''yhonM tfdt be 
touched with a son's pity-d-w^as it possible that he 
should not have been visitdd by some' thought of 
the 'Idn^ • throngh which she had' suffered? 

TFiO^ liiinibry of tJioSb years came bhclf t6 her now 

r . 

with a protest against the cruelty that had all 
oh ' Blie started' up with a' heM?' restles&esS 
from this spirit of resistance. She was not 
tent. She ‘had borne 'too hard'' a' 'puinirilmefefi ^ Al- 
ways 'fhO? edge' of ballaiiiity Ifaif 'fklibn oli’'7i’er. ' Wlio 
bad felt for her? She was desolate. God had no 
pi^, ^ke"' hef ‘sbh ' wOUM ' hof ‘‘hafe heOn so hard. 
Wh^ dreary future tfas there after this dreary past ? 
She, too, looked out intb the' dim night f but the 
black 'boundary of trees and the long line of the 
rl¥©r keerded only part of the doiielineSs and inOno- 
hef life. ' : ' ' . 
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Sudidferily she saw a ligKi on ithe^stbn^'balBsttwiisSj 
ofiitbe baldonj th^t ^pjojeetied in* : front? 
wiiidowy and ike flash of a mo^V’img eiaiiidie felUja^lon 
a shrub below. Esther was still awake nairndMu^i 
What had Harold told her — what had passed betweenl 
them ? Harold was fond of this young? creature^ 
who had been always sweet and reverential toi lk%m 
There was mercy in her young heart ; she might 
a daughter who had no impulse to punish and to 
strike her whom fate had stricken. On the dim 


loneliness before her she seemed to sae .EsthaHs 
gentle look ; it was poesibfe stilL that the misery of 
this* ndght^’ might be Ircikrein by^SiOrlMleomf 03 rtv).H The 
proud worbm yearned for the caressing 'in ty. [that 
must dwell in that young bosom. She opened fher 
door ‘gently,, but] when .she hadifireaGhed EstheffA ^he 
he sitated. Shd ? had ^ never- * yei- in - h er ? flifd askid for 
compassion — h^ aneveqp fthlirowii - herself (ih; failh'^on 


an unpraff©red.ilOv€ni sAni hheJtnighti have gone on 
pacing the ? ( 0 <!^ridoii i like ; fibneasy spirit withbui a 
goal, if Bsth€^'’s thought, ■ leaping tdwa±ls:ihdr^^ had 
net saved ieh from the need; to atk a&nission^ i/ 


Mrs^ Tranaonie was walkinlg towards the 4obr wh.^ 
it opened. As Esther saw that image' of iraptifesa 
ihisery, it blent* itself ? by a' .flash ;;wM -All 

that Hax'old had said in the evening.; tfitefdivjined 
tlaat the isodi* ntw troiible must be ' Oiie iwith the 


mothers long* sadnessu But tbere tos ho iwajting. 
In I an ; instant ; Mrs Tralnsoa^ felt = Esthe^i’s nmm 

■i 

ronkd her neck, and a : voiee ; Maying softlyrTtiripfi:.:! 

Oh why didn’t you call me before ? ” "\hijn 

1 Thdy turhbd hand and * rhahd iatoi * f and 
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sat down together on a sofa at the foot of the bed. 
The disordered grej hair — the haggard face — the 
reddened e jeiids under which the tears seemed to 
be coming again with pain, pierced Esther to the 
heart. A passionate desire to soothe this sufiering 
woman came over her. She clung round her again, 
and kissed her poor quivering lips and eyelids, and 
laid her young cheek against the pale and haggard 
on& Words could not be qnicfc or strong enough to 
ntfer her yearning. As Mrs Transome felt that soft 
clinging, she said — ? ■. ^ 

“ God has some pity on me.’’ 

Best on my bed,” said Esther. ;^^You are sb 
tired. I will cover you up warmly, aiid; then- yori 
wil sleeps” - 'J* n.-n ui L '^,.,1 

"No^teil me, dear^ — ieM’me^wfeat^Ifarold said.” ' 

. ■ ' he 'has ^ irad some mew’ trouble.;”".' . ^ i ; r ; 


? Li ^ 


u 


u 


'3ne B.i ; i ■ I ■ ’ 

t' • .fie ’did ■ not < iu: 

have- been an unhappy wbiaah^:dear.”L : -nuoifeq 
I '"fshred- it,'”; saki IEstheryi,l';^5esi^fcg 

se selMb. -They are selfish and cruel, 
far is their own pleasure and their 


u 


jt 


u 


*L said Esther, on whom. i these words fell 


Ail ;T have ever loved,” said Mrs Transome. 
paused a moment or two, and then said^ ^iFor 
tsiko^Q than, twenty years I have not • had ■ an hour’^ 

^ppinc6S. Harold knows it, and yet lie is hard to 
me.” 

will not be. To-morrow he will, not be.' I 
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am sure lie will be goodj” said Esther, 
^^Remember— he said to me bis trouble. was 
be has not had time/’ 


I r. i' ^ } 


^ilt is too hard to bear, dear,” Mrs Transpi^ei ^a?id, 
a new sob rising as she clung fast to Esth^. iia:,rei 
tiiriji. ^^,I,,aru ole], and expect so little now-r-a /very 
little thing would seem great. Why should 
punished any more?” f *• 

Esther found it difficult to speak. The fdimly-i 
suggested. , tragedy , of this, woman’s life, . the ^ dreary 
waste lof years ; empty of sweet trust and .affeotiop^^ 
afflicted, }ier.., eypn fp,, hoifror,.;. It seemed tp ibp-w, 
OPTgei as a, la*stjyf^iou‘4'to Wge'he thO' life, 

where th,©, draughts , o£ joy . sprang hem the, ppr 
changing fountains of : r'eyerciuce and !deyou,t,love. 

But all the more she longed to still the. pain. of 
th%.^heart,thi^t;bp;4t;agaipst 

|[,// ]Do,lpt. yofir own room with yop, and 

let me;uu<;hoss ,yeu, aud let me. tend upon you” she? 
said, with, a ''Woman’s gentle instinct. .“It willjbe a 
yeiWi - gi’eat , thing to me. .1 shall ^.speip ,to hUY®" ^ 
mother again, JDo.let me.” 4, ; idu-w/ 

Mrs Transome yielded at,, la^tr ajud^det f^P 
Sppthe: het,i|vith,,.a,daughter’s tendancp.p.MSl^ 
un^res^ed aud. i^ent fo, jhed,tj da§t 

fufly,: witli frpqpept staf r ; , l^ut,, pstlier. w§t^pf|,|hy/ 
hertill tjie chills erf morning, came>: and then 
wrapped more warmth around* her, and slept. fast 
thophair till, Benner’s movement in the room, roused 
^he i^tarted out of a dream in which.. she. wa^r 
tpHing If.ehx what had happened to her that 

Mrs Transome was now in., the, sounder moimingi 

z 
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sleeps wMch sometimes comes aff:er a Ibn-g nigM of 
tni^ei*y. Esther becfcooecl Derm'Or into the <Tr ess ing- 
room, and said-— • 

It IS late, - Mrs Hiches. Do yon' tltinfe Mr" Haihld 
TSf ont of his room ? ' ■ - 

V ^^Y'es, a long while ; he ' was ont ' earlier than 
nduald* ‘ 

^‘Will you ask him to come up here? ‘Say I 
begged you.” ’ ’ - 

V* When Harold entered, Esther w^is leaning' aigalnist 
the^badfe-of the eihpty chair whetb* 'yej^tdrthiy' he had 
^e'n'his mother sitting;’ He wa^ in a state df'wbhi-* 
der and suspense, and When Esther appro^iohdd' him 
and gave him her hahd, he said, in a startled way^ 
‘^'Gfodd GodI how ill you look! HaVe ybti Men 
sitting up with 'my 'niothdr ? ” ■ ' ■ ' * ’ ' ' * - ■ ' ■ 

Yes. She is asleep now/’^ said Esther. They 
had merely pressed hands by Way of greeting, 'and 
new stdod ap^rt Idekihg at each other solenifily. 

'' ‘^iBfeh'Shh toldynu'ahythi^^^^ •=• 

1 ^^^HdL-dnly that’ 'She is Wrbtched£'‘'^6h,'T tlin® T 
would bear a great deal df unhappiness’ td saWe'ivdf 
fl'ohl ^hayhg ' any m i ’ 

‘^mM ’-thrm passed ' through HaTold, and 
showM itself dn his 'face With that piln i4pid dhsh 
which 'c^n never be painted: ' Esther' 'pretedd ler 
hands ■■ ‘together, and saidy timidfy, thdUgli li WaS 


ftdni' ' Urgent ' nrom-ntfne^im 'in- ' 


4 ( < 


d' urgent prompting-^ 

•■ ‘“THeire' ?s' 'toothing' in air thM'^pladtoJ-JilhiM „ 

'herte^I cotolcf cat'to'frtr sb mnteh 
aS'%lisS (thfirfM 'git' (Jowa hy'h^to no-w, and that* 
ghttfUd fe'yoii 't^hgn shn wafefeg." ' ' 
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■I . ,T- -. ' ■.:''''"> *:T^Vj^ 

TuGn with dGlicat© instinct^ she added, 
ing’ her hand on Ihs sleeve, I know yon wonl^ 
have come. I know you meant it. But she is 
asleep now. Go gently before slie wakes.” 

Harold just laid his right hand for an instant on 
the back of Esther s as it rested on his sleeve, and 
then stepped softly to his mother’s bedside. 


An hour afterwards, when Harold had laid his 

mothei s pillow afresh, and sat down again by her 
she said — . . , ’ 

“ If that dear thipg will marry you, Harold, it will 
make up to you for a great deal.” 

But before the day closed Harold knew that this 
was not to be. That young ptesOnce,' which had 
flitted like a white new- winged dove over all the 
saddeiiiug relics and new feery of ‘ TransOme Court, 
Omild not find its home there. ' Harold heard from 
Esther s lips that she loved some one else, and that 
she resigned all claim to the Tran some estates. 

' She wished to go back to her father. ^ 
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t '■ 


' 


The maiden saia, I wis the londe ;f , 

j t , _ Is very i’air to see, 

But my true-lo ve that is in bnndG 

Is fairer to me, , , , , , , , , ; 

Pj^I! April (lay,^,wE«n tlie sun shpno on the. lingoi ing 
raiu-dtop8,..Ly4!3,y was_,, gone, ppt,, and Esther . chose 
to. ait in the^ kitchen, in the wickor-ohair. against . the 
tyhitS; t^able, jlfp-tnieen tjie, fire and the window, ' The 
singing, .antd-the, deck was ticking steadily 

towards, ..i, , , V. 

She was not ^M<,g#tc*iags..,a^,. asuher 

fingers moved nimbly, something played about ter 
parted lips like a ray. Suddenly she laid down her 
work, pressed her hands together on lier knees, and 
bent forward a little. The next moment there come 
a load rap at the door. She started up and oixmed 
it, bat kept herself hidden behind it. 

“Mr Lyon at home?” said Felix, in his firm 
tones. 

“ No, sir," said Esther from behind her screen ■ 
“hut Miss Lyon is, if you’ll please to walk in.” 

“ Esther ! ’’ exclaimed Felix, amasied. 
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'They held' each other by tAAh ' haxKlis, andTooked 
into each othei''’s faces 'with <delig}it. ' ^*0 ' . 

“ You are out of i>rison ? ” 

YeSj till' I do foDmething bad again. ' Bitt you ? 
-^how is it all ? .’-C 


cc 


Ohj it isj said Estherj smiling brightly as shC 
tnoved towards the* wicker chair,' and , seated her- 
self again, “that everything is as usual: inyTathdi' 
is gone to see the sick ; Lyddy is gohe in' 'deep 
despondency to buy the grocery ; and'! ' am' sit- 
ting here, with some vanity in me, needing to* be 
‘Scolded.**’ ' ' 1 ' - ;h,'' : 1 ;,r. , ■ 


Felix had seated himself on a chair that happened 
to be near her, at the corner of the table: He looked 
at her still with (Questioning eyes — he grave,' she 
tnisoWevously smilmgv * ^ : /, ' 

* ■ Are you come back to live here then ? ” - - ■ -o' 

“Yes.” , .y, 

' •^ “ You are not going to be married to Harold 
Transomey or to be rich?” • ' . • rp 

Ho. Something " made Esther take up her 
woik again, and begin to stitch. The smiles were 
dying into ^ a tremor..- ' - - ■ ; 

“ Why ? ’’ said Felix, in- rather a low tone, leaning 
his elbow on the? table,; *and resting his head? on h^ 
hand while he-looked at her, ' 'i 

“ I did not wish to nmily him, or to" be •rioh.^’* " 

. You have given it all up'? ” said Felix,’ leaning 
forward a little, aiid speaking in a still lowei’-'tonej i.’ 

Esther did not speak.- They hoard the kettle 
singing and the ; clock loudly tioMn^/ofi.Tiiere . w 
no knowing how it was: Estber^SuwdrloffeH, their 



706 


FELIX HQLT, 


eye8,?ri.et ; aM the next instant their: ams , Were 
round each other’s neofcs, and once more they kissed 
each other. 

- When their hands fell again, thein : eyes wore 

bright with tears. Felix laid his ^ hahd on her 
shoulder, 

^ 0o4ld you share the life of a poor Uian, then, 
%ther?’^ 

If I tjieughf well enough of. him/’ slie sq^idj the 
amile. coming, again, with the pretf^y sauoy;mD!v:ement 
of her head. 

“Have yon considered well what it would. h< 
that it would be a very bare and simple life ? ” 
i . “ Jesr-^witho.n(t atta of roses.” > 

Felix suddenly - reinoyed!-!.hlfe ihtO.nd . 
shoulder, rose from his chair,, and walked a 

or two ; theu : he turned ■ rouisd , . a*d , , .said, with 
deep gravity— „ 






.Dfjjyifjf 


people hJ ^alhfJiyet«iQ|Eig, Either? 


'lOupb. tiroes. 


They have not just the 

the rieh,, ,lj)»t •they , have, their Own ferms" of folly 
a««L/vieei; : and ; they have not what are called the 
refinements of the rich to mtike their faults more 
he^ji^e, I don’t say more Parable to me— I’m 
Biot .fonid, of those irefiiiememts ; but.’ you. are.'”’ . , j 

Fehx paused an iustant, I aajsdi then .adde#*-, . , , . i 

“ It, isr very serious, Esther--” , ■ 

:,:f<:I ,knnw, itils serious, ".said, Esther, looking • up 
at: him- .’fi,B4toe I feaTe: .heeiEi|, at,.Tran*€attie Court I 
*la»;se^n 'Ihin^s very, .aeriofflsJyj IfiJ'had 
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/Felix stood: a moment or 'twd, 
her with a face where the gravity^gath^red 
■ hess. ■: ■ '' ' ■ ' . ’ ' ’ ■■■' ' 

thes^ curls?” he said, with a sdrf' 
lehting-', seating himself again, and putting Ms' tend 
on them. f ' f ' 

. They cost nothing — -they are natural.'' ^ ’ 
“You are such a delicate creature.” > ■- . 

'“ I am very healtliy. ‘Poor women, I tlhnlf, tire 
healthier tlian the rich. jBesides,” Esther we?nt on, 
w?ith?‘ai mliisahievoBs' fmeaiiingj // 1 thihfer,of > 
some wealth.” i.,--!:;, ■ /] 

- “ IHow^Pi” Baid Felix,- wdth an anxiowstari #liat 
do y’ou* mean ? ■■ 

“ I think even of two pounds a- week : Olie'needil^ 
live up to the; spletidduir* of ill dmt, yofii ^lAieW‘p we 
migfeit Hte as simply as you likOd : there 
money to spare, and you could dd Wondeirsi 'Ahd be 
labh'ged’to work too, only not if sickness caftie. ‘And 
then I think of a little income for yout 'inOtMer, 
enough for her to live as Bhe has been used -to' litre ; 
and a little income for my father, to save 
being de?^endent when he is no longer ablb ' to 
prdach/' . ; ' ■ ' ■ ' ^ ^ 

lEktlier said all this in a -playful toUey fe-nt' sh^ 
^ndody with a; grave look of appealing, submission — 
“ I toean~^if you approve. I wish to do what 
you think it will be right to do.” ' 

^ Fellix put his hand on her shoulder again Und 
reflected a little while, looking on the hearth : then 
be said, lifting up his eyes, with a smile at her— 

“ Wliy, I shall l)o able to set up a great library, 
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and lend tlie books to be dog’s-eared and marked 
with bread-crumbs.” " 

Esther said, laughing, You think you are .to do 
everything. You don’t know how clever I am'. I 
mean to go on teaching a great tnany things.”’ 
Teaching me ? ” . 

“Oh yes,” she said, with a little toss;. “I shall 
improve your French accent.’” . 

You; won’t want me tb wear a stock,” said Felix, 
with a defian fc shake ' of the head. * ■ • ‘ * c. . , i ' ‘ . 

“No; and you will not attribute stupid. thoughts 
to me before I’ve uttered them.” . - 

They .laughed merrily, each liolding the other’s 
arms, like girl and boy. TheT*e was the iiieilable 
eense of youth in common. iit I ' 

.» .Then Felix leaned forward, that their lips might 
moot again, and; after that his eyes roved tenderly 
oy^iher fabe and lcuirls. > - 

j . ! ¥ 1% rough, Severe fellow, Esther. ' ■ SIMI you 
never repent ?-^never be ihwardl}^ rep’roaichxng me 
that; I w^s not a man who could have shared: oyour 
Werith!?!^ Are you quite sure?” 

, . “ Quite; sure I ’’ said Esther, skakinglrer head for 
then I should have honoured you less. I am weak-^-^ 
husjband must bc greater and nobler than T? aAi.” 
dbQlbif fell you' what, though! said Felix, starting 
Wppthrijsting his hands into his pockets, and Creas- 
ing his btow playfully,. “ if you take me inltMt way 
J he fbrbed to be a much better fellow than I 
thought of bAg.”:;d.>-i 7’.”-* i 

"“T call that retribution,” said Esther^ t^h a 

as the morning tlirush. -/h' •' 
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I ' . i 


Our finest hope is finest mcinory; „ . , , , | 

' '''' Andtliosu who 16ve in' age 'tiiiuk youth is happy, 


‘ ' I’t ! ) ' '?!!// *'i 1 ' f'! •' W'/ I ’ i i ' 


The very next May, Felix and Esther were marideS;' 
Every one iir those days was -ihamed fat'- tbei 
chiireky . forri/.Mr *Eyom waB^not: Batisfi^ ali 

additional : jprivate solemiiity,’ i - • wherein tbere / whs Bfe 
bonda^ j ^ toi ’ iquestione^ble ' forms, so' ihai -^he niiglit 
hate a more enlarged ntterarice of foy arid 


catioii. 






* 'It was a very simple’ wedding biiFmo wedffing, 
even the ■ gayest, ever raised ‘ so rnneh • interest ftod 
debate in Treby Magna. > Even very grhat ■ ‘people, ^ 
like Sir> Maximus and liis family, went te?the 
fo ilhok* at J this bride, ' who ' Kad ren’Ounoc#^ 
and^ drosen to be the wife * of " ' maii ^ ivhe 'Said’ he 
W'duld ' 'always be » poor. ' ^ r ■;'*''« i.ii:; i 

iSome few shook their hehds ; could* not^*(^urte 
beliete it- ; and thought there ; was ^ ^ more 
But: the msgoiity of honest Trebians were^- 
somewliat : in : the^ same way - as i 
Wao© ' \talS) who ' observed to ihik wife 
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from under the churchyard chestnuts, It’s wonder- 
ful how things go through you — you don’t know 
how. I feel somehow as if I believed more in 
everything that’s good.” 

Mrs Holty that day, said she felt herself to be 
receiving “ some reward,” implying that justice cer- 
tainly had much more in reserve. Little Job Tudge 
had an entirely new suit, of which he fingered every 
separate brass buttbn ih a way that threatened an. 
arithmetical mania ; and Mrs Holt had out her- 
best tea-trays and put down' her carpet again, with, 
the satisfaction ' of thinking that there would no^ 
more be boys coming in all weathers with dirty 


,i .ffpr F-elix^ahd'r&tfoeiidid take mpi their arbeddf 
in Treby-.Mbgna .and -a^^ a while Mr Lyon i left 
the* town • too,i 1 andi ( joined j stheni' where sthey ; dwelh 
Oln;his jj^sighation ihes'chumh in M^lthoue© .;¥aird 



ienoce^or’ to ^ him » whose 


-wms 


higher. 'diioHir? 

. dphere were other , dapartures' » from Treby./; i lMr 
Jermyn’s. establishment! was broken up, and he was 


understopdito have gonie tQ= reside at a great dis^ 
ebme: said “abroad,” that large rhome 4^ 
rgiped/ reputations. Mr. .Johnson 'conitinned ! hltod 
ahdli^liffioiently;, prosl^rons' till he' got , grey S-nd 
rather more px'osperous. Some persons, .whb!. did 
noti|thtofe highly of .him, haW that^ his/.prosfi^ty 

ba k^ ip > the backgroitiiQd, asheihgf 
:%tyip<tak of 'tl^ yoKmg.ji judging 
bt net y aJbogetfaer creditaMe to ' the. IHivine^ 

4&at Anything but vhlue tshould^bexk^ 




THE-.lKAJDHOM.. 



‘ford ^KoWv :;'.i- :‘^;i:-'^.' •■-M ■;:;i'Wril 'nU^V! 7!:h V-l 


As for Mr Christian, he had no more pj*ddta‘ble 
secrets at his disposah' But » he g.ot ’1:^ -■ tKotusdnd 
pounds from Harold- Transome. >* f ‘ •.")// nil ./il'dl 

Th&.'Transome family were absent iforr^eomesHaiM 
from Transome Ootirt! The place wais: kept, and 
shown to visitors^ but not by Hennery w:hoSwais .d#ay 
with her mistress. After a while the vtaonify oaoM 
back, and Mrs Transome died there. Sir MaxinEUs 
was at her funeral, and throughout that neighbour- 
hood there was silence about the past. 

Uncle Lingon continued to watch over the shoot- 
ing on the Manor and the covers until that event 
occurred which he had predicted as a part of Church 
reform sure to come. Little Treby had a new rector, 
but others were sorry besides the old pointers. 

As to all that wide parish of Treby Magna, it has 
since prospered as the rest of England has pros- 
pered. Doubtless there is more enlightenment now. 
Whether the farmers’ are all' public-spirited, the 
shopkeepers nobly independent, the Sproxton men 
entirely sober and judicious, the Dissenters quite 
without narrowness or asperity in religion and 
politics, and the publicans all fit, like Gkiius, to 
be the friends of an apostle — these things I have 
not heard, not having correspondence in those parts. 
Whether any presumption may be drawn from the 
fact that North Loamshire does not yet return a 
Eadical candidate, I leave to the all-wise — I mean 
the newspapers. 

As to the town in which Eelix Holt now resides, 



712 


mux HOilT. 


I "wHl keep that a secret^ lest he shoald bd troubled 
by any visitor having the insufferable motive of 
curiosity. ; V ’ 

I will only say that Esther has never repented. 
Felixj however, grumbles a little th^ she has made 
his< lile .too easy, and that, if it were not for much 
walking,! he should be a sleek dog. - ^ ’ 

There is a young Felix, who has a great' deal' 
more ^ience than his father^ but not much more 
moroy.'/ .'I,' 



